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1. Adela Kovács,   Muzeul Judetean Botosani, Romania 

 

New discoveries in old excavations. Cult items from a Cucuteni B site from Ştefăneşti-Stânca 

Doamnei, Botoşani County-Romania.  

In summer of 1974 preventive excavations were made by Anton Nițu and Paul Șadurschi on the 

Prut river terrace, at the site Stânca Doamnei from Stânca-Costești, Botoșani County, Romania. Here 

were excavated four houses and six pits. Inside House 3 was found a cross-shaped hearth, mentioned in 

the preliminary report published by the two researchers, without discussing the complete context, 

objects associated and the meanings of this feature. Considering the importance of such a feature for the 

European Eneolithic, we discuss this cross-shaped hearth with all the elements associated, considering 

also the Cucuteni cultural context and the analogies. The cross shaped hearts are quite rare, and the few 

examples we know from the Cucuteni- Trypillya area, are showing the cultic and religious meanings of 

such feature. In Botoşani County Museum are displayed several statuettes from this site, of different 

shapes and sizes. These were never published. Our presentation is related to the reconsideration of these 

old excavations and the interpretation of them, considering the archaeological context and the related 

analogies from the same time frame.    

 

 

2. Dragana Antonović, Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade, RS 

Selena Vitezović, Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade, RS 

Vidan Dimić, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Belgrade, RS  

 
    Symbolism and importance of the white colour in the Neolithic in the Balkans  

Colour always played an important role in everyday and ritual life of past communities. Identifying the 

meaning and value of diverse colours is sometimes difficult, but still not impossible task. It is well known that 

green colour has the special significance in the Early Neolithic in the East and Central Balkans ("nephrite culture" 

of the East Balkans, wide use of greenish stones for tools in theCentral Balkans).  

In the Neolithic and Early Eneolithic in the Central Balkans, the white colour seems to have been of 

particular importance. White stones were commonly used for production of cult and decorative objects like 

amulets, pendants, beads and rings. All these objects were made from marble and marble onyx, sometimes 

imitating shells like Spondylus. Furthermore, rare vessels made from stone were all made from white stones, such 

as marble. 

It is particularly interesting to note the wide use of the so-called light white stones in the Vinča culture 

like magnesite, tuff, white chert etc. Although those rocks are not of high quality comparing with crystalline 

schists and metamorphosed sandstones used for production of tools during Starčevo and Early Vinča cultures, 

they became very popular in late phases of Vinča culture, in the same time when metallurgy was born in central 

Balkans. 

Osseous raw materials, naturally white or whitish, were used for daily tools but were also preferred raw 

material for decorative items in both Starčevo and Vinča cultures. In particular were preferred mollusc shells, 

which are shiny, bright white and they were even sometimes replaced by replicas in white stones.  

The aim of this paper is to present the importance of the white colour and to give possible answers to the 

question on the significance and meaning of the white colour to inhabitants of the Central Balkans in the 

Neolithic and Early Eneolithic, periods when metal was invented. 

 

 

 


