CONSTANTINE
GREAT oF mian

THE BIRTH OF CHRISTIANITY
IN THE ROMAN PROVINCES
ON THE SOIL OF SERBIA

s e | L o LA
: "@"H e I TIRA NATIOHAL HUSEUM
oA - iy d o g _'.\ K !

s
5 T
™ _—

L

e :
. R



[TOA OBMM 3HAKOM
‘hELI ITOBEAUTU

MMUAAHCKHMN EAUKT
313-2013, CPBHJA

IN HOC SIGNO
VINCES

EDICT OF MILAN
313 - 2013, SERBIA

www.edictofmilan2013.com



CONSTANTINE
"GREAT 8¢ i
313.

STIANITY IN THE ROMA!

A

HATIOHAL MUSEUH



ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONOGRAPHS 22

PUBLISHER

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM
IN BELGRADE
www.narodnimuzej.rs

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Bojana Borié-Breskovié

EDITORS
Ivana Popovié¢
Bojana Borié-Breskovié

AUTHORS OF CATALOGUE UNITS
Bojana Bori¢-Breskovi¢ [B. B. B.]
Tatjana Cvjeticanin [T. C.]
Veselinka Ninkovi¢ [V. N.]

Ivana Popovi¢ [I.P]

Jelena (Rankov) Kondi¢ [J. R. K.]
Deana Ratkovi¢ [D. R.]

REVIEWS
Miroslava Mirkovi¢
Bojan Duri¢

TRANSLATION

OF INTRODUCTORY TEXTS
Ivan Delac

Stanislav Grgi¢

Goran Kapetanovié¢
Tamara Rodwell Jovanovié¢

TRANSLATION
AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDITOR
Tamara Rodwell Jovanovié¢

TRANSLATION

OF CATALOGUE UNITS
Mirjana Vukmanovi¢
Tatjana Cvjetianin
Aleksandar V. Popovi¢
Bojana Bori¢ Breskovi¢

EDITORS OF BIBLIOGRAPHY
Svetlana Milenkovi¢
Ivana Popovié¢

DESIGN

Danijela Paracki & D_SIGN, Belgrade

PHOTOS AND PLANS

National Museum in Belgrade
Institute of Archaeology in Belgrade
National Museum Nis

National Museum PoZarevac
National Museum Zajecar

Institute for the Protection

of Cultural Monuments — Belgrade
Institute for Protection

of Cultural Monuments Ni§
Museum of Vojvodina

Museum of Srem

Historical Museum of Serbia

COMPUTER PROCESSING
OF PHOTOS AND PLANS
Nebojsa Borié¢

PRINT
PUBLIKUM, Belgrade

CIRCULATION
1500

ISBN 978-86-7269-146-7



CONSTANTINE
“GREAT &F uiiAd
313

THE BIRTH OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE ROMAN PROVINCES ON THE SOIL OF SERBIA

EDITORS

Ivana POPOVIC
Bojana BORIC-BRESKOVIC

NATIONAL MUSEM IN BELGRADE
Belgrade 2013



CONTENTS

15

16

26

36

60

75

76

102

118

126

TETRARCHY AND THE AGE OF CONSTANTINE
— NEW ORGANIZATION OF POWER

Snezana FERJANCIC
History of Roman provinces in the territory of modern day Serbia
during the Principate

Snezana FERJANCIC
History of Roman provinces in the territory of modern day Serbia
in the time of the Tetrarchy and the Second Flavians (AD 284-363)

Jelena (RANKOV) KONDIC
Moesian Late Roman limes on the Danube
Region of the Iron Gates / Derdap

Stefan POP-LAZIC
Review of the Late Roman army in Serbia

PAGANS AND CHRISTIANS: TOWNS, PALACES
AND NECROPOLES IN THE LATE ROMAN PERIOD

Miloje VASIC
Cities and imperial villae in Roman provinces
in the territory of present day Serbia

Ivana POPOVIC
Sirmium — imperial residence, pannonian metropolis
and christian “Head of Illyricum”

Gordana MILOSEVIC
The architecture of the residential complex in Mediana

Gordana JEREMIC
Burials in Naissus in Late Antiquity — case study of the necropolis
in Jagodin Mala



137

138

161

162

174

184

188

196

206

218

235

236

243

281

RELIGION: TRANSFORMATION OF CONCEPT
AND MODIFICATION OF THE ICONOGRAPHY

Ivana POPOVIC
“In hoc signo vinces”

PERIOD OF THE LATE ROMAN EMPIRE:
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE, LUXURY AND DAILY LIFE

Ivana POPOVIC
Sirmium and Naissus as centres for the manufacture,
thesauration and distribution of objects made of precious metals

Ivana POPOVIC
Stone art in the service of imperial propaganda and christian messages

Gordana MILOSEVIC
Architectural plastics in Mediana and Naissus

Ivana POPOVIC
Jewellery as an insigne of authority, imperial donation
and as personal adornment

Deana RATKOVIC
Craft products as indicators of transition: from the everyday to the luxurious

Tatjana CVJETICANIN
Personal piety. Objects of the christian cult in everyday life

Bojana BORIC-BRESKOVIC, Mirjana VOJVODA
The iconography of Constantine the Great’s coinage

HERITAGE OF FIRST CHRISTIAN EMPEROR
Gordana MILOSEVIC
On the Limes — places for martyrs and churches

BIBLIOGRAPHY

CATALOGUE



BURIALS IN NAISSUS IN LATE ANTIQUITY
— CASE STUDY OF THE NECROPOLIS
126¢ N JAGODIN MALA

BURIALS IN NAISSUS

IN LATE ANTIQUITY -

CASE STUDY OF THE
NECROPOLIS IN JAGODIN MALA

Gordana JEREMIC

ANCIENT NAISSUS, to which the modern city owes
its name, developed in the eastern part of the fertile
valley of the Nisava River. This Roman fortified city
was built on a plateau of loess on the right riverbank,
where the site of Gradsko Polje is located today,!
while the civilian settlement grew around the mili-
tary camp, on the western, northern and northeastern
sides, on the surrounding hillocks, as well as on the
left riverbank. Since the end of the 3™ century, and
particularly throughout the entire 4™ century, the city
flourished thanks to the fact that it was the birthplace
of the Roman emperors Constantine I (306-337) and
Constantius III (421),? and that Licinius, Constantine
I, Constantine II, Constans, Constantius II, Julian
the Apostate, Valens, Valentinian and Theodosius I
resided in it for shorter or lengthier periods of time.?
It is certified that an officina for producing items of
precious metals existed in Naissus,* and the script of
the Notitia dignitatum mentions it as one of the places
where weapons were manufactured for the Roman
army.’ In Late Antiquity, the city also became an

! Tlerposuh 1976: 25.

2 Jopanosuh 2006: 249-277, 389-391.

3 Tlerposuh 1976: 35—-41; Vasic¢ 2008 b: 9-23.
4 Popovi¢ 1997: 134-138.

5 Not. dig. or. X, 37.



BURIALS IN NAISSUS IN LATE ANTIQUITY
— CASE STUDY OF THE NECROPOLIS
IN JAGODIN MALA

127«

Fig. 56. Jagodin Mala, necropolis — situational plan

important Christian centre. From the sources we
know the names of six bishops from AD 343-414
and 516-553, and they also record that, Athanasius
of Alexandria visited the city during Easter in AD
344, which suggests the existence of a significant
Christian community.$

Archaeological exploration across the city area
uncovered only a smaller part of Naissus, and the
majority of the buildings belong to Late Antiquity.”
The necropoles of ancient Naissus were formed most-
ly along the main roads,® which connected the city
with the other parts of the Empire. Burials have been
attested both in city necropoles and in necropoles
near larger or smaller country estates — villae rusticae.
The necropoles on the road to Ratiaria, in the area
known today as Jagodin Mala, and on the road to
Viminacium, in today’s Gradsko Polje, also belong to
Late Antiquity. What was found on the left bank of
the Nisava were mostly individual graves and tombs
from Late Antiquity near the Dom Sindikata (Trade
Union Hall), during the construction of the Amba-
sador Hotel, in Stanka Paunovica Street (currently
Generala Milojka Le$janina Street), and in Igmanska
Street on the slope of Apelovac.® A small necropolis

from the 4 century, probably belonging to the in-
habitants of Mediana, was identified at the current
position of the Cele Kula railway station.™

The largest city necropolis in the period of Late
Antiquity was formed on the loess plateau on the
right bank of the NiSava, east of the fortress, along the
road to Ratiaria (fig. 56). Since it is located in today’s
city quarter of Jagodin Mala, it became known by that

6 Petrovi¢ 1979: 42—43 and note 31.

7 Parts of city walls, the Forum with the decumanus, civilian
basilica, cf. Petrovi¢ 1993: 63—69; the building with an octagon
and mosaic floors, cf. Jepemuth 2007: 87-97; thermae extra muros,
cf. Braucasmesuh 2011: 19; tabernae on the western side of the
fortification, cf. Zotovi¢ 1975: 73—77; the remains of a luxurious
villa from Late Antiquity to the north, at the Konjicko Groblje site
on the Vinik Hill (the Ribnik stretch), cf. T'yunth 1977: 91-96.

8 Roads running to Viminacium to the north, to Ratiaria in the
north-east, Serdica and Constantinople in the east, and Thessa-
lonike in the south and Lissus in the south-west. Cf. Petrovi¢
1979: 18.

9 Ajouh 1974: 33—45.
10 Jacanovié 1981: 97-98.



name in the literature. In Late Antiquity, this area
had been used intensively for burials, from the end
of the 4™ century to the 6™ or beginning of the 7th
century." Systematic investigation of the necropolis
in Jagodin Mala has been conducted intermittently,
for no less than eight decades. Its existence was dis-
covered at the end of the 19t century, when a barrel-
vaulted tomb with fresco paintings was identified
(fig. 57) in the field east of the city.'> Before the First
World War, the necropolis was explored to a lesser
extent by J. Nenadovi¢, an amateur archaeologist,
who found tombs with rich grave goods, but these
artefacts disappeared without a trace.’3

The first archaeological exploration of the necro-
polis was launched in 1932-1933 by A. Orsi¢ Slave-
ti¢, then a clerk in the regional administration.'
During his excavations, he found four churches, a
martyrium, seventeen barrel-vaulted tombs and a
number of graves with the deceased interred, with or
without coffins, directly in the ground. Orsi¢ Slaveti¢
dated most of the tombs and graves according to finds
of coins spanning the time from Probus to Justin I.%5
The Museum of Ni§ continued the excavations of
the necropolis from 1934 to 1940, at the same time
each year — from May to September.'® The research
was not published but the records mention the dis-
covery of a large number of buildings (probably
churches) and numerous graves and tombs contain-
ing rich grave goods, i.e. jewellery, glass and ceramic
vessels, and epigraphic monuments, which were
transferred to the Museum of Nis.”” The results of
these investigations were never published. About 40
artefacts made of bronze, iron, bone, glass and ceram-
ic, discovered during the excavations, are now stored
in the Museum’s Byzantine Collection.

P. Mano-Zisi and D. Jovanovi¢, associates of the
Belgrade Archaeological Institute, renewed the re-
search in Jagodin Mala in 1952." Their work focused
on an investigation of the basilica with the martyrium,
which was not uncovered in any greater measure until
a decade later. More intense archaeological research
over a wider area of the necropolis began in 1956,
under the leadership of M. Grbi¢ and, later, Lj. Zoto-
vi¢. The research was carried out in eight campaigns,®
mainly in the southwestern and northeastern parts
of the necropolis (fig. 56). The total number of bur-
ial units explored at the time exceeded two hundred
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and fifty, around 40 of which were tombs or brick
graves.

The necropolis had been used for about three full
centuries,?® and it expanded, eastwards and north-
wards. The assumed length of the necropolis in an
east-west direction was about 2 kilometres, while the
width in a north-south direction was about 600
metres. Its boundaries were established on the east-
ern side to have been at about 100 metres from the
Benetton factory (formerly Partizanka, then Niteks) in
Knjazevacka Street (formerly Ratka Pavlovica Street);
on the western side, it faced Gradsko Polje and the
Technical Faculty buildings; and the expansion to
the south was demarcated by the Nisava river, which
since Late Antiquity has slightly altered its course,
shifting to the south; the northern boundary was
confirmed at about 200 metres from the Church of
St. Panteleimon. According to these results, the central
part of the necropolis was located between Cegarska
Street and the Benetton factory (formerly Niteks),
where densely lined and regular rows of graves were
discovered.

During public and construction works, numer-
ous burial units were found, but only a few of them
were documented and/or archaeologically researched.
The best-known example is the barrel-vaulted tomb
with a painted interior, the vault of which contains

' 3otoBuh, [Terposuh 1968: 2; Popovi¢ 1975: 494; IlpHornasarg
2005: Cat. 156, 157.

> Banrposuh 1888: 118.

13 Opuuh CrnaBeruh 1934: 304. The fate of the discovered arte-
facts is unknown.

4 Opmuwmh CraBernh 1934: 303-310.
5 Opwuh CraBeruh 1934: 305.

16 Jleroruc Hapomuor myseja y Hurry, 1, compiled by A. Nena-
dovié, 12.

17 Ibid.
8 Mano-3ucu, B. u Jopanosuh, 1. 1952: 365-367.

9 Reports on the excavations came out in several publications:
Zotovi¢ i Petrovi¢ 1960: 130—133; Zotovic¢ 1961: 171-175; Zoto-
vié¢ 1962: 230-233; Zotovié, Petrovi¢ i Petrovi¢ 1967: 115-116;
3otosuh u [lerposuh-Crpemo 1968; Zotovi¢ 1975: 73-77; Slji-
var 1975: 111-113.

20 3orosuh u Crpemo-Ilerposuh 1968: 2.
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Fig. 57. Jagodin Mala, necropolis —
masonry grave in the Vojvode
Misiéa Boulevard

Fig. 58. Jagodin Mala, necropolis —
barrel-vaulted tomb in the Vojvode
Misica Boulevard, research campaign 2010

Fig. 59. Jagodin Mala, necropolis —
location “Benetton”, barrel-vaulted tombs,
research campaign 2012

an illustration of Christ’s monogram in a wreath
(fig. 77).' Thanks to the construction works in
Vojvode Misic¢a Boulevard (in the section near Pan-
telejska Street), more extensive protective-systematic
exploration of the southeastern part of this necro-
polis took place in 2009-2010.>> The researched
units included two barrel-vaulted tombs, numerous
masonry graves, graves with bricks or tegulae, and
many graves of deceased persons, interred with or
without coffins, directly in the ground (fig. 57-58).
The most recent archaeological activities, in 2012, in
the same part of the necropolis, on the site of the
newly designed hall in the Benetton complex, resulted
in the research or identification of 75 burial units,
including 16 tombs and 21 masonry graves (fig. 59).

As for the architectural remains, the most signif-
icant finds in the necropolis are the foundation
remains of five church buildings, already discovered
during A. Orsi¢ Slaveti¢’s first excavations.> Most of
the edifices have been partly explored, except for the
single-nave church in Cegarska Street, whose dimen-

sions were 24.3 x 10.4 metres.?* The entrance to the
building was on the western side, and was decorated
with two marble columns, the base of one of them
having been discovered in situ. The walls of the
building were 0.65 metres thick, except that of the
apse, which was one metre thick. The floor was paved

with stone. Movable finds, which would provide for
a more accurate determination of when the church
was used, were not discovered in the investigations.

At relatively short distances, according to Orsi¢
Slaveti¢’s sketch, three churches lay in an east-west
direction between the English Hall? and the Benetton

2 Yepuxos u Anexcuh 2008: 102-104.
22 Yepikos u Jepemuh 2011: 53-54.

2 Opumnh Crasernh 1934: fig. 1, Nos. 3 (western side of the
martyrium), 8, 20, 42 and 45.

24 Opmunh Craseruh 1934: fig. 2.
% Opunh Craseruh 1934: 304.



factory. The church marked under Number 20 was
located in today’s Knjazevacka Street.”” Although
not thoroughly examined, it was probably a triple-
nave edifice, on the southern side of which was a
brick lined tomb with two burial places and with
specially constructed semicircular head-rests for the
deceased. Movable finds were not discovered. To the
east of this church, in the area between Zivorada
Kosti¢a-Moravca Street and Knjazevacka Street, the
western side of a church was discovered. The length
of the church was 22 metres, and it had a semi-cir-
cular apse along the western wall which was 0.8 m.
thick. The building had plaster decoration, and coin
finds of Constantine I dated it to the 4™ century.?®
To the east of this church was the partly examined
eastern section of a church with a semi-circular apse,
roughly dated to the 4" century.

Among the most significant edifices in the necro-
polis in Jagodin Mala is a basilica with a crypt-mar-
tyrium on the western side of the necropolis, near
today’s Most mladosti (Bridge of Youth). This com-
plex was partly uncovered in 1933, during the explo-
ration of the western part of the martyrium, which
was dated, according to coin finds, to the period of
Constantine .3° In 1947, a protective construction was
built over the martyrium,3 and then the basilica was
systematically investigated from 1952 to 1967.3

The basilica was a triple-nave building with a
semicircular apse at the eastern end and a narthex at
the western end.3 The external dimensions of the
building, which are not definitive, are 23.2 x 17 metres,
while those of the interior measure 21.6 x 15.5
metres.3* The outer and inner surfaces of the walls
were divided by pilasters connected by arches, thus
forming blind arcades. The central nave, which was
wider than the others, was separated by brick columns.
The floor was made of stone slabs and a carpet of
mosaics (opus tessellatum), and many cubes of stone
and marble mosaic were found in the rubble of the
edifice. The walls of the interior were fresco painted.’>

Inside the basilica, underneath the floor level, were
five stone-slab graves, each containing one deceased
person, as well as a chamber with three arcosolia, in
which three people were interred.3® The discovered
graves yielded interesting finds: one grave had a brick
head-rest for the deceased, two graves contained re-
mains of hair and a silk tunic with herms, while the
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arcosolia contained three brick-walled burial places
(two for children and one for an adult), in the shape
of a sarcophagus with a double-slope brick lid. In one
arcosolium, a lead sarcophagus with imperial busts
was found (fig. 79),% containing the remains of a
child dressed in a silk tunic. The adult skeleton in the
brick lined grave was found with the remains of a
tunic, footwear and fragments of a scroll that the
deceased person had held in his or her hand.3

The function of the basilica’s narthex was assigned
to a space between the basilica and the crypt, which
was 3.40 metres wide; with a brick stairway that was
1.20 metres wide. Seven steps led to the entrance to
the crypt, and from there three more steps descended
to the burial chamber. The crypt’s interior dimensions
were 7.50 x 6 metres. The exterior and interior walls
of the crypt were indented with alcoves and pilasters.
The western wall contained a shallow alcove, and the
southern and northern ones each had two arcosolia.
A barrel vault was built above the base, and was most
probably superimposed by the above-ground part of
the edifice. The crypt was most likely erected over the
remains of an older building of similar purpose, but
later it was embedded in the architecture of the basil-

26 Also known as the Secondary School Youth Home (Dom
srednjoskolske omladine).

%7 Opmuh Craseruh 1934: fig. 3.

28 Opwwmh Cnaseruh 1934: 304.

29 Opumuh CraBernh 1934: 304.

3¢ Opumh Crasernh 1934: 304, fig. 5.
31 Zotovic¢ 1962: 232.

32 MaHno-3ucu u JopanoBuh 1952: 367.
3 Cnpemo-Ilerposuh 1971: 28-29, T.
34 Munontesuh 2004: 124.

3 The reconstruction of the motives has never been done, since
the fragments, once discovered, were placed in plaster backing in
no particular order. The fragments are mostly 5-10 centimetres
in size, and done on two different backgrounds, so we assume
that they have originated from two different wall surfaces. The
material is stored in the National Museum in Nis, under the
inventory number 394/1-6/V.

36 Mano-3ucu u Joarosuh 1952: 367.
37 Ipua 2004: Cat. No. 184, with earlier literature.

38 Mano-3ucu u Jopanosuh 1952: 367.
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Fig. 60. Jagodin Mala, necropolis — tomb with frescoes near the Bridge of Youth, western wall, drawing
(after Opunh Cnaseruh 1934: fig. 6)
Fig. 61. Jagodin Mala, necropolis — tomb with frescoes near the Bridge of Youth, research campaign 1886
(after BanrrpoBuh 1888: 118)

ica. The graves inside and around the basilica, judging
by the results of archaeological research, can be divid-
ed into three stages — the ones that predated, coincided
with or post-dated the period of building and using
the basilica and the crypt.3® The basilica was roughly
dated to the 5% century, based on its appearance and
the graves discovered in and around it.4°

Tombs which were fresco painted occupy a spe-
cial place among those discovered in Jagodin Mala.
So far, five has been identified, two of which have been
conserved and are accessible to the public. The first
and most simply painted tomb was technically sur-
veyed by M. Valtrovi¢ in 1886. Its position has never
been exactly determined. It is a barrel-vaulted tomb
with a brick entrance on the eastern side, and interior
dimensions of 3 x 2.30 x 1.73 metres.#* Horizontal
bands on a plaster base extended along the lateral
sides of the tomb and along the vault arch, while the
western wall contained a painted cross of the crux
gemata type, 0.63 x 0.33 metres in size (fig. 61), mod-
elled on examples made of metal with inlays of glass
or semi-precious stones.

The location of the second tomb was near the
basilica with the martyrium, to its south-east, near
the Bridge of Youth (fig. 60). It was explored in 1933
but, after the Second World War, it was destroyed
during road construction. According to the finds of
coins, A. Orsi¢ Slaveti¢ dated it to the time of Anas-

tasius I (491-518).4* The tomb most probably had a
barrel vault, and a plaster and fresco painted interior.
The fresco on the western wall was divided into two
zones. The lower one contained vegetal patterns —
trees and grapevines laden with fruit portrayed by
means of swarms of dots, and the painting of an
arched entrance and a red-and-white rhombus. This
scene could be interpreted as a symbol of Paradise,
depicted with trees and grapes — arbores vitae.¥
Painted in the upper zone were six vaults, symboli-
cally illustrating the sky. Two of them contained
drawings of crosses, while the remaining four bore
symbolic images of the stars and planets.

The literature provides only scant data on the
third fresco painted tomb in Jagodin Mala.#* It was
located in the grounds of the Niteks factory (cur-

39 Zotovi¢ 1962: 233; 3oroBuh u IlerpoBuh 1968; Ilerposuh
1976: 86.

4° 3orosuh u Ilerposuh 1968.

4 Banrposuh 1888: 119. Kanitz gave different dimensions and
a different description of the tomb’s interior. Cf. Kanuu 1985:
167-168.

42 Opumh Crasernh 1934: 304.
4 CroitaeBa 1998: 7-9.
44 Tlerposuh 1976: 79.



rently Benetton), in the factory boiler room, which
has been destroyed in the meantime. It was a barrel-
vaulted tomb, decorated with vegetal motifs painted
in red, green and brown.

One of the most significant discoveries in the
necropolis in Jagodin Mala is a tomb with figural
representations, in Kosovke Devojke Street No.6, in
the courtyard of the Secondary School Youth Home
(fig. 62—-64). The tomb was accidentally discovered
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Fig. 62. Jagodin Mala, necropolis —
tomb with portrayals of St. Peter
and St. Paul, eastern wall

Fig. 63. Jagodin Mala, necropolis —
tomb with portrayals of St. Peter
and St. Paul, western wall

Fig. 64. Jagodin Mala, necropolis —
tomb with portrayals of St. Peter
and St. Paul, depiction of Paradise

in 1953.% In the same year, it was researched and
conserved, and today is accessible to the public.4® The
tomb is 2.63 x 2.33 x 1.78 metres in size, built of brick
and barrel-vaulted, with the eastward facing entrance

4 Mupxosuh 1956 b: 53-54.

46 Henamosuh u IManuh-Cypen 1956: 142—-146; ITerposuh 1959:
167-172.



covered by a great stone slab, and an alcove in the
western wall.# There are three brick lined burial
places inside, for three or more deceased persons.4®
All the interior walls, the vault, and the partition
walls of the burial places were fresco painted.

On the eastern wall, above the entrance, is a Chris-
togram with the apocalyptic letters alpha and omega
in a wreath of palm branches with two palm sprays
fanning out. Two male figures, dressed in togae with
pallia, were depicted on either side of the entrance.
The figure south of the door is bearded, with thick
hair, and he holds an open book in his hand. The
other man, with a pointed chin, is making a gesture
of blessing with two fingers of his right hand, which
is somewhat more prominent, while in his left hand
he holds a folded scroll — the Scripture. Currently
accepted is L. Mirkovi¢’s view that the apostles St.
Peter (south of the door) and St. Paul (north of the
door) are depicted here.#

The compositional pattern is repeated, to some
extent, on the western wall: in the upper zone, near
the top of the vault, there is a Christogram with the
apocalyptic symbols, encircled by a palm wreath and
a nimbus. Laterally from the alcove, are two bearded
male figures in togae with pallia, the same as on the
eastern wall. The hands of the figure south of the
monogram are raised in prayer, while the man on the
northern side is making a gesture of blessing with
two fingers of his right hand. The figures are sur-
rounded by lush vegetation. Based upon this repre-
sentation, the scrolls, the act of blessing and other
elements, it is assumed that the figures could be apos-
tles, evangelists, biblical characters, martyrs, bishops,
saints, or the portrayals of the deceased buried in it,
which was not a rare occurrence in tombs in the
Balkans.>°

On the northern and southern walls, the garden
of Paradise is shown, surrounded by an enclosure
with hermae (transenna memoriae), behind which
are plants, palm leaves, vines with grapes, and birds
perching or eating fruit. Scenes of Paradise were a
frequent motive in the funerary art of the Balkan
provinces,”* and the enclosure with hermae definitely
represents the enclosure of Paradise, separating the
two worlds.>?

The most recent fresco find in Jagodin Mala is a
tomb with a Christogram (fig. 76). It is a barrel-vault-
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ed tomb, discovered in Ratka Pavlovica Street No.55,
during earthworks in 2006.5 The tomb has been
archaeologically researched and, today, it is accessi-
ble to the public. At the time of discovery, it was seri-
ously damaged on its western side. Square based and
with interior dimensions of 2.30 x 2.30 x 2.05 metres,
its entrance is on the eastern side, with an alcove on
the western side. The lateral walls and the vault of
the tomb were fresco painted. Along the middle part
of the tomb’s walls was a dark red, 0.14 metre wide
band, above which a grapevine was depicted on the
northern, southern and eastern walls. The western
wall, beneath this skirting, had two painted panels —
the southern one, with an imitation of marble slabs
with veins painted in shades of blue, and the northern
one, depicting various pebbles against a red back-
ground. A golden-brown Christogram on a blue back-
ground, with the apocalyptic symbols of alpha and
omega surrounded by a laurel wreath, is depicted on
the tomb’s vault, in a circular medallion of 1.15 metres
in diameter.>* The skeletal remains of three individu-
als were found in the tomb, and its inventory included
two glass bottles, the remains of silk garments embroi-
dered in gold, and a coin of Theodosius I minted in
AD 393, which approximately dates one of the burials
in question to the end of the 4™ century.5s

Apart from the barrel-vaulted tombs with fresco
decoration, the necropolis in Jagodin Mala also con-
tained the remnants of luxurious family mausolea-
hypogea, constructed differently from the aforemen-

4 Henanosuh u ITanuh-Cypen 1956: 142.

48 Mirkovi¢ 1956 a: 85; Mupkosuh 1956 b: 55; Mupkosuh 1967:
219-221; Bouikosuh 1959: 144-147; ITerposuh 1993: 79; T'yuinh
1993: 177, No. 28.

49 Mupxosuh 1956 b: 58; Nikolajevi¢ 1980: 311, Anm. 42;
Pillinger 2011: 30.

50 Mupkosuh 1956 b: 59; Nikolajevi¢ 1980: 310.

5! MusiteBs 1925: 55-67, fig. 20-23 (tomb No. 7); IuMutpos u
Yuuukosa 1986: passim; Kora¢ 1995: 172.

52 Mirkovi¢ 1956 a: 93-95; Mupkosuh 1956 b: 61-63; idem 1959:
215.

53 Yepruxos u Anekcuh 2008: 102—104.
54 Yepuikos u Anexcuh 2008: fig. 4.
55 YepukoB u Anexcuh 2008: 104.
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Fig. 65. Jagodin Mala, necropolis — location “Beneton”,

tomb with calotte G-70, research campaign 2012

Fig. 66. Jagodin Mala, necropolis — location “Beneton”,

Ve

B

jewellery from the tomb G-34, research campaign 2012

tioned tombs. So far, research and random discoveries
have made it possible to record six tombs, the lids of
which were shaped like single or double domes. They
are mostly grouped in the eastern part of the necro-
polis, near the English Hall and the Niteks factory.
One tomb with a single dome and one with a double
dome were found in the Hall courtyard.’® The de-
ceased in these tombs were buried in vaulted arcosolia,
separated by partition walls from the central cham-
ber. The entrance to the double-dome tomb was on
the western side, with a brick stairway. The base of
this tomb consisted of two square spaces, with a total
of five arcosolia, coated with marble panelling. After
the funerals, the alcoves were walled up. The domes
are different in structure — the western one was made
of concentric layers of bricks with pendentives in the
corner sections, while the eastern calotte has four
diagonal slice-shaped parts that converge at a single
point, without resting on pendentives. A similar tomb
was discovered in 1972 in Niska Banja, near today’s
Radon Hotel .57

The third single-dome tomb was found in 1975
near the aforesaid tombs.>® The entrance was on the
eastern side, and the square-based tomb was made
of brick, its walls were covered with plaster, and
there were three arcosolia for burials. A marble cap-
ital with volutes and leaves in relief was found in the

northern arcosolium. Research showed that there
was a central grave beneath the former floor level.
Based on the few finds, the tomb was dated to the 5t
or 6 century.

The most recent archaeological investigations in
2012, in the Benetton area, focused on two single-
calotte tombs, built in a row (fig. 65). Both were made
of brick and stone, and each had one dome resting
upon the vaults of three arcosolia. One of the tombs,
the northern one,’ had an additional barrel-vaulted
access structure on the east side, which was also used
for burials. Due to the earlier plundering of these
tombs and the few finds, the tombs were very rough-
ly dated to the 4th—6t™h centuries. Another tomb, right
next to the northern one, was identified in the exca-
vation profile and probably had a dome, but it could
not be archaeologically examined.

The necropolis from Late Antiquity in Jagodin
Mala has been known to researchers since the sec-
ond half of the 19" century. During the systematic

56 Zotovi¢ i Petrovi¢ 1960: 131; 3otosuh u [Terposuh 1968.
57 Nikolajevi¢ 1980: 312, Abb. 11.

58 Sliivar 1975: 112.

59 Tomb G-70/2012.



exploration of this area, which intermittently took
place in the course of about 80 years, five church edi-
fices, a martyrium, over 65 brick lined tombs, a large
number of brick lined graves and around 300 graves
of the deceased, interred in the ground, have been
identified. Between the tombs and in the free spaces,
the deceased were buried in simple grave holes or in
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135«
wooden coffins. The area has revealed different types
of sepulchral structures, building methods, and
materials that were used, as well as the funeral prac-
tices of the inhabitants of Naissus in Late Antiquity,
during Early Christianity. The wealth of grave goods
and inventory (fig. 66) suggests that the population
lived in a time of social and economic prosperity.
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