
ABSTRACT BOOK
www.kielconference.uni-kiel.de

Scales of Social, 

Environmental &  

Cultural Change  

in Past Societies13.-18.03.2023



46 KIEL CONFERENCE

S
E
S
S
IO

N
 0

6

Another important aspect is that the presented evidence can also be used for understanding human induced changes to 
the landscape and settlement throughout the studied periods. Furthermore, a large body of environmental data has been 
generated and the full data set will be included in the SEAD environmental archaeological database. This will enable the 
Dilling site to be put into a wider prehistoric settlement context. 
Case studies like these contribute to a better understanding of social dynamics and interaction of past agrarian 
communities. Moreover, we can provide valuable information about everyday life activities, survival strategies, social 

relationships, etc.
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Since the beginning of the excavations at Göbekli Tepe in south-eastern Turkey, the function(s) of the buildings has been 
controversially discussed. The spectrum of statements ranges from the definition that all buildings are temples per se 
(Schmidt 2012) to that they are all domestic in nature (Banning 2011). Work based on architecture could clarify that at least 
not all buildings follow a certain scheme (Kurapkat 2015). Building on more recent findings with a focus on architectural 
features, it has recently been clearly demonstrated that the architecture at this site is not only divided into round-oval and 
rectangular buildings, but encompasses a wider range of building types in addition to a standard building type. However, as 

pointed out by Kinzel and Clare (2020), a similar building type does not necessarily mean the same function. 
In order to explore the functions of buildings regardless of their layout, multidisciplinary approaches are needed to 
examine the remains within the buildings, and assign them to specific activities. In this paper, using old and new data 
from the excavations, macro- and micro-botanical investigations, as well as context-oriented find analyses, statements 
made about the architecture are evaluated. This will allow the results to be analyzed at different scales, space-site-
environment, and put into context with newly discovered PPN sites in the region.
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Architectural, artefactual and subsistence evidence from sites of the Late Neolithic Vinča culture network (5400-4500 
BC) in southeast Europe suggests that the autonomous household was the basic socio-economic unit. Archaeological 
reconstructions posit that one or several adjacent buildings define individual households, and that these (groups of) 
structures were the context of economic, social and ritual activities. How/where/when these activities were conducted 
was likely defined at the communal level, prescribed by supra-household social controls and embedded in ideological 
framework. Although no clear indications of social stratification are observable at Vinča culture sites, some inter-
household status competition would have been present and was negotiated through mechanisms such as sharing and 
exchange, and communal works and events, the latter, for instance, documented by the faunal evidence of feasting. 
 

Within the community-wide pattern of behaviour that ensured cohesion, social differentiation could have been 
maintained through household-specific food-related practices, food choices and culinary traditions. These could have 
served to emphasise individual affinities and identities, to delineate the smallest social units, without damaging the 
sense of community. As such, they may have even been encouraged. In this presentation, we look at the archaeobotanical 
and zooarchaeological evidence of food production and consumption from a selection of Vinča culture households, and 
reconstruct the sources of food, their origin and seasonality. We compare the observations for individual cases, in order 
to identify potential inter-household differences in the choice and use of (key) resources. We speculate on what effect 
such differences could have had on the social fabric of the community: whether through them the social bonds were 
strengthened, undermined, or both; and whether this was of relevance in the context of the dissolution of the Vinča 
culture.




