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ROMAN FIBULAE FROM ULPIANA
(Archaeological investigations 1981-87.)

Abstract. — During systematic archaeological excavations of the Roman town Ulpiana, from 1981 to 1987, which were
carried out by the Archaeological Institute in Belgrade and the Regional Institute for Protection of Cultural Monuments
in Pristina under supervision of dr. Maja Parovi¢-Pesikan, the north and west gate complex of the fortress and part of the town
nucleus, 40 m along the main street cardo maximus, were investigated. On that occasion, fourteen fibulae and six fragments
of fibulae, in clearly stratified layers and life horizons, were found at that site. Nine types of fibulae from the chronological period
Ist to 5th century A.D. were identified. The majority of fibulae are made of bronze, one example is of silver and two of iron.

The chronological determination of investigated horizons, which was ascertained by the author of excavations, is confirmed
on the basis of the fibula finds dealt with in this study.

Key words. — fibulae, Ulpiana, Roman period

he Roman town Ulpiana, which was most

probably founded at the beginning of the 2nd

century AD, soon achieved the status of muni-
cipium and flourished throughout the 3rd and 4th
century. Destroyed by the invasion of the Huns and
Goths in mid 5th century and catastrophic earthquake
in 518 A.D., it was rebuilt by the emperor Justinian as
Iustiniana Secunda in mid 6th century. The town was
finally abandoned in 618 A.D., just before the invasion
of the Avars and Slavs from the Danube valley towards
Thessalonica.!

During its long history, Ulpiana rebuilt many times,
had several life phases, which have been confirmed by
archaeological investigation. The town rampart, the
north gate complex, part of the north necropolis together
with the memorial and the tomb structures in the west
necropolis, as well as the early Byzantine basilica and,
to the north, a complex of buildings and termals, have
been partly investigated.> However, only the systematic
investigations of this site, from 1981 to 1987, under
the supervision of Maja Parovi¢-Pesikan, which were
carried out by the Archaeological Institute in Belgrade
and the Regional Institute for Protection of Cultural
Monuments in Pristina, provided the opportunity for
more precise chronological differentiation of the life
phases in Ulpiana.’
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During systematic archaeological excavations at
Ulpiana from 1981 to 1987, which included the north
gate complex, the west gate and the town nucleus, app-
roximately 40 m along the main street, cardo maximus,
fourteen fibulae, which could be typologically defined
and six atypical fragments of the arches and pins of
bronze fibulae, were found. We considered it useful to
present this chronologically indicative archaeological
material in the framework of already defined life
phases at the site.

Of the twenty fibulae and fragments of fibulae
found, the majority is cast bronze (85%), only one is
silver (cat. no. 13) and two are iron (cat. no. 10and 11).

Fibulae from Ulpiana have been classified into
nine types, which belong to a wide chronological

I Parovi¢-Pesikan, M. 1982, 57-58; Fidanovski, S. 1990, 7-9.

2 Concerning previous archaeological excavations at Ulpiana
see: Cerskov, E. — Popovic, Lj. 1956, 319-326; Cerskov, E. — Popovic,
Lj. 1957, 321-325; Cerskov, E. — Popovi¢, Lj. 1958, 275-280; Cers-
kov, E. 1959, 371-375; Cerskov, E. 1959, 133-136; Cerskov, E. 1969;
Parovi¢-Pesikan, M. 1982, 59 ff.. Fidanovski, S. 1990, 11-14.

3 Parovié-Pesikan, M. 1985, 82-86; Parovi¢-Pesikan, M. 1986,
95-96; Parovi¢-Pesikan, M. 1987, 136-142; Parovic¢-Pesikan, M.
1989, 45-51; Parovic¢-Pesikan, M. 1989. A, 117-121. A monograph
by the same author concerning the investigations at Ulpiana is in
preparation.
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period from the end of 1st to mid Sth century. Indivi-
dual examples in the catalogue are dated on the bases
of stratigraphic data of the archaeological entities from
which they originate, in the framework of already defi-
ned chronological phases of the sector investigated in
the period from 1981 to 1987.%

Fibulae found at Ulpiana in the course of the
systematic archaeological investigations from 1981 to
1987 belong to the following types:

1. Fibulae with hinge and plate arch decorated
with enamel, are dated in the 1st and 2nd century:’

1. Plate-like bronze fibula with hinge mechanism,
with wide trapezoid foot and a short catch-pin.
Decoration, with »fish bone« motif carved along the
arch and two »zigzag« lines on the foot, was filled with
enamel. The pin is missing. The fibula, in shape and
decoration, represents a stylized snake.

PLL 1

dimensions: 45 mm

finding place: sq. G/7, building, horizon I

dating: end of 1st — beginning of 3rd century

analogy: No direct analogies

2. Strongly profiled arch fibulae with short pin-
-catch, button shaped foot ending and head in the
shape of a trumpet, characteristic of the 2nd
century:®

2. Strongly profiled bronze arch fibula with a short
pin-catch, button shaped foot and head in the shape of
a trumpet. There is a ring-like thickening where the
arch and foot meet. The pin-catch is damaged and the
pin is missing.

PLIL2

dimensions: 46 mm

finding place: sq. B/3, layer C, horizon III

dating: 2nd-3rd century

analogy: Bojovic¢, D. 1983., pl. XVI, 141; Jova-
novié, A. 1978, 52, local variant, Fig. 102, 2nd-3rd
century; Bichir, Gh. 1984, 45-46, P1. XXXVIII, 4, 2nd
century; Vaday, A. 1989, 77, Abb. 12, 7, 2nd century;
Jobst, W. 1975, 39-40, type I/S b, pl. 7, 48-49, 2nd
century; Lyoubenova, V. 1981, 166, Type 1, Fig. 105,
1-2, end of 2nd century.

3. Strongly profiled arch fibulae with a high
pin-catch and button shaped foot ending, dated to
the 2nd and beginning of 3rd century:’

3. Strongly profiled arch fibula with a high pin-
catch and button shaped foot ending. The profiling on
the arch is divided and the triangular foot is profiled
with a crest in the middle.

PLL3

dimensions: 40 mm

finding place: sq. F/9, layer B2, horizon II

dating: 2nd-3rd century

analogy: Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 37, type 9, var. 11, pl.
X, 85-86, 2nd and beginning of 3rd century; Jobst, W.
1975, 35-36, type /4 e, pl. 6, 3643, second half of
2nd - beginning of 3rd century; Koscevic, R. 1980, 22,
pl. XVI, 108-110, 2nd — beginning of 3rd century.

4. Arch fibulae with hinge mechanism, crest on
the arch, high pin-catch and button-shaped foot
ending, dated to the end of the 2nd and 3rd century:3

4. Arch bronze fibula with hinge mechanism, pro-
filed crest on the arch, high pin-catch and button-shaped
foot ending, which is separated from the arch with a
ring-like thickening. The pin-catch handle is damaged
and the pin is missing.

PLL4

dimensions: 51 mm

finding place: sq. F/ 10, layer B, horizon III

dating: 3rd — beginning of 4th century

analogy: Bojovi¢, D. 1983, type 14, var. 1, T. XVII,
150, end of 2nd century; Bichir, Gh. 1984, 45, type 14 /1,
PlL. XLV, 1, second half of 2nd — beginning of 3rd cen-
tury ; Grbi¢, D. 1996, 89, Fig. 3, 3—6, III — beginning
of 4th century.

5. Arch bronze fibula with hinge, profiled crest on
the arch, high pin-catch and button-shaped foot
ending. The arch has divided profiling at the junction
with the foot.

PLLS

dimensions: 56 mm

finding place: sq. F/9, layer B2, horizon II

4 Apart from the cited studies in note 3, archaeological docu-
mentation from the excavations was used with the permission, help
and suggestions of the supervisor of excavations, Dr Maja Parovic-
Pesikan, the Scientific Councilor of the Archaeological Institute in
Belgrade. Her suggestions about this work have been of great value,
for which I thank her.

5 Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 63, type 24, var. 1, pl. XXVIII, 268, end
of 1st and first half of 2nd century; Ambroz, A. K. 1966, 29, group
7/3 a, pl. 14,9-10, 2nd and beginning of 3rd century; Vaday. A. H.
1989,85-86, Abb. 14, 1316, 1st and 2nd century.

6 Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 42-43, type 12, var. 2, 2nd and beginning of
3rd century; Jovanovic, A. 1978, 51-52, end of 1st and 2nd century.

7 Jobst, W. 1975, 35-36, type 1/ 4 E, second half of 2nd and
beginning of 3rd century; Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 37, type. 9, var. 11, 2nd
and beginning of 3rd century.

8 Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 4647, type 14, var. 1 and 2, end of 2nd
century; Bichir, Gh. 1984, 45, 2/ a, 2nd and first half of 3rd century:
Grbi¢, D. 1996, 89, Fig.1, 3rd and beginning of 4th century.
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dating: 2nd-3rd century

analogy: Bojovic, D. 1983, type 14, var. 2, T. X VII,
152, end of 2nd century; Grbic, D. 1996, analogies like
under cat. no. 44.

5. Knee-like fibulae with a high pin-catch, cha-
racteristic from the 2nd to 4th century:’

6. Bronze knee-like fibula with plate head and high
pin-catch. The head and the pin-catch are damaged and
the pin is missing.

PLL 6

dimensions: 37 mm

finding place: sq. A/3, layer A, horizon IV

dating: 4th century

analogy: Bojovic, D. 1983, 55, type 20, var. 2, pL.
XX, 176177, 2nd-3rd century; Jobst, W. 1975, 65-66,
type 13/13 c—d, pl. 20-23, second half of 2nd — begin-
ning of 3rd century; Bichir, Gh. 1984, 48, type 2/e, P1.
XXXIX, 3-4, 2nd - first half of 3rd century; Lyoube-
nova, V. 1981, 167-168, type 3, fig. 105, 4, 2nd-3rd
century; Vaday, A. H. 1989, 79-80, Abb. 13, 1-11,
2nd-3rd century; Koscevi¢, 1. 1980, 27, pl. XIII, 180,
189, 2nd—3rd century;

6. Simple arch fibulae with head in the shape of
a coil, most frequently of four coils and a short pin-
catch, can be; of bronze with gutter-shaped pin-catch
and, sometimes, with button-shaped foot ending -
variant 1; or with curve on the head and foot and
plate-like pin-catch — variant 2; which are dated from
the end of 1st to 4th century!?, as well as iron imitations
of the previous variant — variant 3, characteristic of
the 3rd and 4th century!!:

7. Arch fragment with foot of a bronze arch fibula,
with a short tubular pin-catch and button-shaped foot
ending. The arch is semicircular in cross section.

PLIL 1

dimensions: 57 mm

finding place: sq. G/7, layer B1, horizon III

dating: 3rd-4th century

analogy: Riha, E. 1979, 61, type 1/6, var. 3, T. 3,
127, 1st century.

8. Arch fragment with foot of a bronze arch fibula,
with a short tubular pin-catch. The arch is a triangular
in cross section.

PL. 1L, 2

dimensions: 21 mm

finding place: sq. E/10, layer A1, horizon IV

dating: 4th century

analogy: Bojovic, D. 1983, 4849, type 15, var. 1,
P1. XVIII, 155, 2nd - beginning of 3rd century; Bichir,
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Gh. 1984, 49, type 2/k, Pl. XXXVIII, 11, PL. XLV, 6,
3rd—4th century; Koscevié, 1. 1980, 26, P1. XXV, 202,
second half of 1st — first half of 3rd century; Riha, E.
1979, 61, type 1/6, Var. 4, P1. 3, 128, 130, second half
of 2nd — beginning of 4th century.

9. Arch bronze fibula with short pin-catch and
curves on the head and foot. The head, foot and pin-
catch are damaged, and the pin is missing.

PL 1L 3

dimensions: 52 mm

finding place: sq. A/3, layer C, horizon III

dating: 3rd—4th century

analogy: Bojovic, D. 1983, 48-49, type 15, var. 2,
P1. XVIII, 156157, end of 1st — beginning of 3rd cen-
tury; Jovanovié, A. 1978., 52-53, Fig. 103-107, 2nd—4th
century: Lyoubenova, V. 1981, 168, type 4, Fig. 106;
Davidson, G. 1952, 266, cat. 2169, P1. 113, 1st — begin-
ning of 2nd century.

10. Large iron arch fibula with short pin-catch,
fragmented and corroded.

PL 1L 4

dimensions: 87 mm

finding place: sq. H/4, layer B1, horizon III

dating: 3rd—4th century

analogy: Bichir, Gh. 1984, 49, type 2/k, PL
XXXVIIL, 7-10, 3rd—4th century;

Lyoubenova, V. 1981, 168, type 4, Fig. 108, 1,
3rd—4th century;

Koscevié, 1. 1980, 26, PI. XXV, 205, second half
of 1st — first half of 3rd century.

1. Fragment of the arch and foot of an iron arch
fibula, with short pin-catch,

PLIL S

dimensions: 53 mm

finding place: sq. E/12, layer A1, horizon IV

? Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 55, type 20, var. 2, 2nd and 3rd century;
Jobst, W. 1975, 65-66, type I/13 C and 13 D. second quarter of the
2nd to first half of the 3rd century; Riha, E. 1979, 84-85, type 3/12,
var. 1, from the 2nd to the 3rd or beginning of 4th century: Vaday, A.
1989, 79-80, 2nd and 3rd century; Peskar, I. 1972, 95-96, pl. 17, pl.
18, 1-7, from 2nd to 4th century: Bichir, Gh. 1984, 48, 2/e, 2nd and
first half of 3rd century; Lyoubenova, V. 1981, 167-168, type 3, 2nd
and 3rd century.

10 Bojovi¢, D. 1984, 4849, type 15, var.1 and 2, from the end
of 1st to the beginning of 3rd century; Jovanovic, A. 1978, 52-53,
from 2nd to the end of 3rd or beginning of 4th century; Bichir, Gh.
1984, 49, 2/k, 3rd and 4th century; Lyoubenova, V. 1981, 168, type
4, 3rd and 4th century.

11" Jankovi¢, D. 1983, 114, fig. 88, 2-3, first half of 5th century:
Jovanovic, S. 1993, 64, pl. 1, 7, last quarter of 4th to first half of 5th
century; Bichir, Gh. 1984, 49, 2/k, 3rd and 4th century; Lyoubenova.,
V. 1981, 168, type 4, 3rd and 4th century.
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dating: 4th century
analogy: like the cat. No. 8.

7. Ring-like »omega« fibulae — clasps with
spirally twisted ends, characteristic of the period 3rd
and 4th century:'?

12. Ring-like bronze »omega« fibula, damaged at
one end.

PL1IIL 6

dimensions: R=27 mm

finding place: sq. F/ 9, layer B, horizon III

dating: 3—4th century

analogy: Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 70, type 30, Pl. XXX,
303-307, 3rd century; Marijanski-Manojlovic¢, M. 1987,
40, grave 13, PL. 15, 1, with coins of Licinius from the
year 313, P1. 46, 7, 4th century; Dautova-Rusevljan, V.
1995, 112, P1. 111, 16, 4th century; Jobst, W. 1975, 124,
type II/35, P1. 49, 357, 3rd—4th century; Riha, E. 1979,
209, type 8/2, Var. 4, P1. 69, 1834, 1836, 3rd—4th cen-
tury; Keller, E. 1971, 55-56,T. 7,4,T.29,9, T. 43, 22,
end of 3rd—4th century.

8. Small arch fibulae with plate-like round head,
rhomboid plate-like foot and tubular pin-catch,
belong to the early finds of the Great Migration, that is
the final phase of the Tchernyahov—Sintana de Mures
culture and are dated in the 4th and beginning of 5th
century. '3

13. Little silver arch fibula with arched head,
rhomboid foot and tubular pin-catch. The head and
foot are damaged, and the pin is missing.

PL 1L, 7

dimensions: 33 mm

finding place: sq. E/10, layer A, horizon IV

dating: end of 4th and first half of 5th century

analogy: Jovanovi¢, A. 1989, 91, fig. 4, bronze
example from Mediana; Diaconu, Gh. i 1965, M. 107,
pl. XCII, 3—4, a pair of silver fibulae, end of 4th —
beginning of 5th century; Mitrea B.—Preda C. 1966,
138, Spantov, M. 63, fig. 87, 3, M. 65, fig. 91, 1,

Izvorul, M. 32, fig. 206, 1, 4, a pair of silver
fibulae, end of 4th century; Hoerdt, op. cit., 589-590,
fig. 2, Alexandru Odobescu, Cluj, Curcani, Izvoare,
Izvorul, Lechinta de Mures, Oinac, Palaica, Sintana de
Mures, Spantov, Tirgsor, Valea Strimba; Petrov, V. P.
1964, 107, grave 160, fig. 11, 17-18, a pair of silver
fibulae.

9. Arch fibulae with reversed, enlarged trape-
zoid foot and a crest on the arch, also represent a
characteristic type for the final phase of the Tchernya-

hov-Sintana de Mures culture and date to the 4th and
beginning of 5th century:!*

14. Biparted, bronze arch fibula with reversed,
trapezoid enlarged foot and a crest on the arch. The
head and foot are damaged and the pin is missing.

PL 11, 8

dimensions: 58 mm

finding place: sq. E/11, layer A, horizon IV

dating: end of 4th and first half of 5th century

analogy: Diaconu, Gh. 1965, M. 5, pl. LXXIII, 1;
M. 136, pl. XCVIIIL, 6-7; M. 277, pl. CXXXI8, 4th
century; Mitrea B.—Preda C. 1966, Indepedenta, M.
19, fig. 132, 1, 4th century; Bichir, Gh. 1984, 50, type
2/m 4, pl. XL, 7, Matasaru level III 2, 4th century;
Peskar, 1. 1972, 117, Grab 320, Kostelec, pl. 31, 34,
end of 4th — beginning of 5th century.

The oldest fibula type from Ulpiana are fibulae
with hinge mechanism on the head, with which the pin
is fixed. Our type 1 is of this shape, decorated with
incisions and filled with enamel, so that on the basis of
the motifs on the arch and foot it is possible to consider
the fibula as a stylized snake (P11,1). Regardless of the
fact that we did not find any direct analogy for our
example, we think that it belongs to the Pannonian type
of plate-like hinge fibulae decorated with enamel, which
is characteristic of the period of the Flavius and Anto-
nine dynasties.!> The plate-like arch of these fibulae,
which was made in different shapes, was decorated with
impressions or incisions, filled with enamel, while the
foot, sometimes, ends in the shape of an animal head.!0
Our type 4 also belongs to the hinge — fibulae, synthetic
shape derived from the Italic Aucissa fibulae and stron-
gly profiled arch fibulae, which is characteristic of the
Lower Danube Valley, that is, the provinces Dacia and
Upper and Lower Moesia. This type was probably pro-
duced in some center on the Danube Limes during the
2nd and 3rd century, perhaps in Drobeta or Diana.'”

12 Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 70, type 30, 3rd century; Jobst, W. 1975,
124, type I11/35; Riha, E. 1979, type 8/2, var. 4, 3rd and 4th century.

13 Ambroz, A. K. 1966, 83, group 21/1 ab, fig. 4, 1314, pl. 13,
13; Diaconu, Gh. 1973, 263 ff.; Horedt, K. 1967, 577-581.

14 Ambroz, A.K. 1966, 69, group 16, subgroup 4, series III, pl.
12, 8-11, 4th and the beginning of 5th century; Diaconu, Gh. 1971,
251-253, pl. VIIL 3, 10-11, 330-400 AD.

15 Bojovié, D. 1983, 62-63, end of 1st and first half of 2nd
century; Koscevic, 1. 1980, 30-31, pl. XX VIIL, 246, 249, 252,253, 1st
century; Riha, E. 1979, 159, pl. 47, 1394-1402, pl. 48, 1403-1418.
end of 1st and first third of 2nd century.

16 Bojovic, D. 1983, 62.

17 Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 46-47; Grbi¢, D. 1996, 90.
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Strongly profiled arch fibulae also belong to the
Early Imperial period, dated in the 2nd and first half of
the 3rd century, that is during the Antonine and Severan
dynasties. Our type 2 is particularly Pannonian-Noric
shape of the 1st and 2nd century, which, during the 2nd
and 3rd century, had spread in the border provinces of
the Lower Danube valley (PL. 1, 2).!® In the interior of
the Upper Moesia province this type of fibulae may
have been imported along the road Pontes — Timacum
Minus — Naissus."?

Type 3 is characteristic of the border provinces in
the Danube Valley, while in Upper Moesia it is frequent
on the Limes (PL. 1, 3).20

Knee-like fibulae, to which our type 5 (P1. 1, 6) be-
longs, was a very widespread shape of Roman provincial
fibulae in the border regions of the Danube and Rhine
during the 2nd and 3rd century.?!

Simple arch fibulae with coils on the head and short
pin-catch, the so-called »legionary fibulae« to which
our type 6 belongs, developed from the oldest types of
the Imperial period. These were wire fibulae with coil
on the head, so called Middle La Tene scheme, dated
in the 1st century BC and 1st century AD.?? The oldest
shapes of this type, characteristic of the provinces Ger-
mania and Raetia, could have had a button-shaped foot
ending according to the model of Aucissa fibulae, like
our example var.1 (PL II,1).>3 Fibulae of the same
variant, but with a tubular pin-catch (Pl. II, 2) can be
found on the border in the Lower Danube Valley and
Dacia from the 2nd to the end of 3rd and beginning of
the 4th century.>* The »legionary« fibula variant with
short plate-like pin-catch and with curves on the head
and foot, our var 2. (PL. II, 3) is characteristic of the 3rd
and 4th century, only in the Lower Danube Valley, that
is the provinces of Upper and Lower Moesia and
Dacia.? Fibulae var. 3, made of iron (P1. II, 4-5) also
belong to the local production.

Ring-like fibulae — clasps are represented in our
material by the omega fibula with spirally twisted ends
(P1. I1, 6) type 7, with their Late Roman shape found
over the whole territory of the Empire, especially in
the west and Danubian provinces at the time of the
Tetrarchy and Constantine dynasty.?®

Silver arch fibulae with semicircular plate-like head
and rhomboid foot, our type 8 (PI. II, 7) are Gothic-
Pontic fibula type characteristic for the final phase of
theTchernyahov—Sintana de Mures culture, dated in the
4th — first half of 5th century.?’ This shape of fibulae
can also be of very big dimensions, decorated with
inlays of semi-precious stones or glass paste, which is
characteristic of examples made in Pontic workshops
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on the Crimea, or it can have a reversed foot.2® Women
wore this kind of fibulae in pairs, on their shoulders,
which is confirmed by numerous finds from the Gothic
necropolises.”” Examples found outside the necropoli-
ses like our fibula from Ulpiana, are very rare. Made
mostly of silver, fibulae with plate-like semicircular
head and rhomboid foot were also cast in bronze.*
Silver fibulae with plate-like semicircular head and
rhomboid foot were the status symbol of Gothic women
and signified their noble origin.!

Our type 9 (P1. 11, 8), which includes the arch fibulae
shape with reversed foot, characteristic of the Tcher-
nyahov-Sintana de Mures culture, over its entire area,
also belongs to the older finds of the Great Migration
period.3? This kind of fibulae can be found in several
variants from the end of the 2nd to the beginning of the
3rd century; they are characteristic in the 4th and first
half of the 5th century,? and in a slightly altered shape,
in the Lower Danube Valley, they survive until the end
of the 6th and the beginning of the 7th century.** Our
example, on the basis of analogies and the conditions
in which it was found can be dated in the end of the 4th
and the beginning of 5th century.’

These two fibulae from horizon IV at Ulpiana tes-
tify to the influence of the late phase of the Tchernya-
hov culture, which penetrated from the Danube Limes

18 Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 42-43.

19" jovanovic, A. 1978, 52, Kladovo, Korbovo, Prahovo, Naissus,
Mediana; Petrovic P. — Jovanovi¢ S. 1997, 87, cat. no. 3, Timacum
Minus.

20 Jovanovi¢, A. 1978, 52-53.

21 Bojovi¢, D.1983, 54; Jobst. W 1975, 65-66; Peskar, L
1972, 95; Riha, E. 1979, 85.

22 Bojovié, D. 1983, 48.

23 Riha, E. 1979, 61, type 1/6, var. 3, known as type Hoftheim
1V/b, dated to the period of Claudius dynasty.

2 Bojovic, D. 1983, 4849, type 15, var. 1; Riha, E. 1979, 61,
type 1/6, var. 4; Bichir, Gh. 1984, 49, 2/k.

25 Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 49, type 15, var. 2; Jovanovi¢, A. 1978,
52-53, Naissus, Municipium DD, Scupi, Mediana, Razanj;
Lyoubenova V. 1981, 168, type 4.

26 Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 70-71.

27 Horedt, K. 1967, 577-581; Diaconu, Gh. 1973, 263 ff.

28 Ambroz, A. K. 1966, 77 ff., group 21, subgroup I, pl. 13,
10-13, fig. 4, 1-8, 12-14; Petrov, V. P. 1964, 107.

29 S4lamon A. — Barkoci L. 1979, 80-81: Bierbrauer V. 1980,
135.

30 Jovanovic, A. 1989, 91, Fig. 4. The closest analogy to our
fibula, found in Mediana, made of bronze.

31 Bierbrauer, V. 1980, 139-140.

32 Diaconu, Gh. 1971, 239-240.

33 Diaconu, Gh. 1971, 253-258; Ambroz, A. K. 1966, 69.

34 Jovanovié, A. 1978, 55; Jankovi¢, D. 1981, 168-169.

35 See cat. No. 14.
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through the Timok valley into the interior of the Upper
Moesian territory, most probably during the last
decades of the 4th century in the reign of Theodosius
I, in the East part of the Empire.3¢

As can be seen from a review of fibula types found
at Ulpiana during the investigations in 1981-1987,
they can be classified in three chronological groups:

1st group — fibula types which last from the the end
of the 1st to mid 3rd century, generally dated in the 2nd
century and first part of the 3rd, hinge — fibulae, strongly
profiled arch fibulae and knee-like fibulae (type 1-5);

2nd group — types of the 3rd to 4th century, simple
arch fibulae and ring-like omega fibula (type 6-7) and

3rd group — types characteristic of the beginning
of the Great Migration period, silver fibula with semi-
circular plate-like head and rhomboid foot and fibula
with reversed trapezoid foot (type 8-9) dated to the
end of the 4th and first half of the 5th century.

Among all typologically and chronologically
defined fibulae 42,85% belong to the 1st group, dated
to the 2nd and first part of the 3rd century and to the
2nd group attributed to the 3rd and 4th century, while
14,30% belong to the 3rd group, dated to the end of 4th
and beginning of 5th century. Thus, we can conclude
that the fibulae of the Early Imperial period are equally
represented as finds of this kind of jewelry dated to the
3rd and 4th century, while the fibulae from the beginning
of the Great Migration, are relatively rare in the sector,
investigated in 1981-1987.

The distribution of our chronological groups and
fibula types in the habitational horizons?’, at Ulpiana in
the course of investigation in 1981-1987 is as follows:

e Lhorizonl horizon I1 | horizon HI | horizon IV
1%t group

type 1 1

type 2 1

type 3 1

type 4 1 1

type 5 1

21 group
type 6 3 2
type 7

3rd group
type 8 1

type 9 1

Fibulae found during the excavations in Ulpiana in
1981-1987, in accordance with their finding place,
correspond chronologically to the habitational phases

established on the basis of stratigraphic data and ana-
lyses of the architecture discovered. Fibula of type 2
(cat. no. 2, P1. 1, 2) and fibula of type 4 (cat. no. 4, PI.
1, 4), which were found in horizon III, as well as fibula
of type 5 (cat. no. 6, PL. 1, 6) found in horizon IV are
examples which do not entirely fit into this framework.
However, if they are dated as local variants, the fibula
of type 2 in the 2nd and 3rd century and the fibula of
type 4 in the 3rd and 4th century, these examples fit
chronologically in horizon I, that is the end of the 3rd
and the 4th century. There are doubts about a fibula of
type 5, found in horizon 1V, dated, according to the
analogies, in the 2nd and 3rd century. Having in mind
the very wide dating of provincial variants of knee-like
fibulae, from the 2nd to the 4th century®®, and the
conditions under which they were found, our example
is dated in the 4th century, with the possibility that it
was also in use at the beginning of the Sth century.

The distribution of typologically defined fibulae in
the habitational horizons identified by the investigation
at Ulpiana in 1981-1987, is as follows: in horizon I
7,15%, in horizon II 14,30%, in horizon III 42,85%,
and in horizon IV 35,70%. One should have in mind
that the earlier layers, during these investigations at
Ulpiana, have been examined more completely, so that
the archaeological finds are relatively larger. However,
a coincidence is noticed in the distribution of fibulae in
horizon 111, that is in the period from the end of the 3rd
to the last quarter of the 4th century, and in the 2nd
chronological group, dated in the 3rd and 4th century,
which probably indicates intensive local production
during this period.

We can assume that fibulae, as a relatively luxurious
kind of jewelry reflected the general economic situation
of the inhabitants in Ulpiana. Conditioned by the deve-
lopment of Roman mining in the Janjevo basin area,

3 The complex historical circumstances in the Lower Danube
Valley, following the defeat of the Romans at Hadrianopolis
brought groups of barbarians, bearers of the Tchernyahov—Sintana
de Mures culture, into this territory on several occasions. Here we are
considering primarily the passing of Goths, Huns and Alans under
the leadership of Alatheus and Saphrac on their way to Pannonia,
and invasions of Fritigern’s Vizigoths in the course of 380 AD, as
well as the constant presence of the latter in East Illiricum from 382.
AD, when Theodosius I gave them foedus.

37 Parovié-Pesikan, M. 1989. A, 118=119. horizon I is dated
from the end of the st to the mid 2nd century, horizon IT in the 2nd
and 3rd century, horizon II from the end of the 3rd to the end of 4th
century and horizon IV from the end of the 4th to the mid 5th
century. In horizon V dated in the 6th century there were no fibula
finds.

3 See note. 9.
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the town flourished during the 2nd and 3rd century®’,
but from the end of the 4th century a constant fall of
standard is noticed which followed destruction of the
Limes and penetration of the Huns into Upper Moesian
territory in 441-443 and culminated with administrative
and economic chaos in the Dardania province.

One should bear in mind that Ulpiana, located at the
crossroads, which connected the Danube Limes of the
provinces Moesia Prima and Dacia Ripensis with Dal-
matia and Macedonia, and through Naissus with Moesia
Secunda and Thracia, must have been a significant
craft and trade center, so the variety of fibula types,
including also those in modest materials, which were
found during the excavations in 1981-1987, is under-
standable. Although, for the time being, there is not
enough data on the local production of fibulae at
Ulpiana, workshops for melting and processing metal,
from the end of 3rd and beginning of 4th century,
identified in horizon III, to the west of the North gate,
favor the assumption that this kind of jewelry was
actually made here.*0

We have already mentioned that on the basis of
typologically chronological analysis of our fibulae, we
could set aside the period, end of the 3rd and first half
of the 4th century as a time of intensive local pro-
duction. In any case, Ulpiana was the administrative
center of the Dardanian mining area, so that metallur-
gy must have been a significant factor of the town
economy.

CTAPHUHAP LIII-LIV/2003-2004.
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The routes by which fibulae were imported to Ulpi-
ana can clarify the trade connections and cultural
influences between the Imperial provinces in the Bal-
kans. It is interesting that the chronological groups of
our fibula types correspond absolutely to the intensive
production of individual provinces and cultural areas,
while import and influence on local production in the
Early Imperial period comes from the north, through.
the Danube and the Great Morava Valley, and the center
of gravity moves to the Lower Danube Valley, from
where it reaches our locality through the Timok valley in
the Late Roman period. Thus, fibulae of the 1st group
belong to the Pannonian types (type 1-3), with the
exception of hinge fibulae with profile-ribbed arch,
which were most probably produced in the Upper
Moesian Limes. Fibulae of the 2nd group were produced
locally, except type 7, finds of which, in Upper Moesia,
are concentrated on the Limes, around Singidwmm4 1
while Tchernyahov fibulae of the 3rd group (type 8-9)
reach Ulpiana from Dacia Ripensis through the Timok
valley.*? Fibula finds of the final phase of the Tcher-
nyahov-Sintana de Mures culture at Ulpiana, which
are not numerous in the interior of the Upper Moesian
territory are especially significant.*3

It can be said, that fibulae from Ulpiana studied in
this work, fit into the framework of the historic and
economic picture of the Roman province Upper Moesia
and latter diocese of Dacia, which is known to us from
the archaeological finds and historical sources.

3% Dusanic, S. 1980, 29-30.

40 parovié-Pesikan, M. 1990, 33 ff.

41 Bojovi¢, D. 1983, 70.

42 Concerning the previously mentioned road through the
Timok Valley, which passed through the fortress Timacum Minus
and Naissus to Ulpiana, during the early phase of the Great
Migration, see Jovanovic¢, S. 1993, 59 ff.

43 Fibulae with reversed foot appear on the Danube Limes, in
Naissus and its surroundings, as well as at the fortress Timacum
Minus — Jovanovi¢, A 1978, 54-55, cat. No. 19-25; Jovanovic, S.
1993, 64, pl. I, 6-8, 11; Petrovi¢ P—Jovanovic¢ S. 1997, 89, cat. No.
8-9; while from the Upper Moesian territory, apart from one example
of a bronze fibula with semicircular plate head and rhomboid foot,
from Mediana — Jovanovi¢, A. 1989, 91, fig. 4., just one other
example of this type of fibula is known, from the fortress on the
Danube Limes on the island Sapaja near Stara Palanka — Ivanisevic,
V. 1999, 97-98, Fig. 1, 1.
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Peznme:

COOUIJA ITETKOBHR, Apxeosnomky HHCTUTYT, beorpan

PHMCKE ®HBYJIE CA Y/IINJAHE
(apxeosomnika uctpaxuBamwa 1981-1987.)

Pumcku rpan Ulpiana 06HaBIbaH je BUILE ITyTa TOKOM CBOje Iyre
ucropuje, on nouetka Il Beka H. e. 1o 618. ronune, kana je ne-
(puHMTHBHO HamywITeH Nped Haje3noM ABapa 1 CroBeHa. Apxe-
OJIOLIKUM HCTpaskKUBambMa oTBpheHo je Bulie asa KUBOTA Ha
oBoM JiokasmTeTy. CuctemMaTcka Mckonasama Yimmjane 1981-
—-1987. roaune mon pykoBoncTBoM Maje ITapouh-Ilemukan,
Koja cy 06aBuIM ApXxeosIoIKy MHCTUTYT 13 beorpana u [Tokpa-
JUHCKHY 3aBOI 38 3aIUTUTY CIOMeHNMKa 13 [IpuiTiHe, npysKuna cy
MOTYhHOCT HUXOBOT MPEHU3HH]ET XPOHOJIOILKOL Pa3rPAHUYEH:A.

TOKOM OBHX HCTPaKUBaHa, KOjuMa cy oOyxsaheHn KoM-
MUIeKC CeBepHe Kallyje, 3anajHa Kafuja U IPaicKo je3rpo maysk
iaBue yamue, cardo maximus, npoHabeHo je uetpHaecT puby-
J1a, Koje cy Moruie GUTH THIosoku oxpehene. CMmaTpan cMo
na Ou OUJI0 KOPUCHO MPHKA3aTH 0BAj XPOHOJIOLIKA MHIMKATH-
BaH apXeOJOIIKN MaTEepUjal y OKBUPY yTBpheHHX (pa3a KUBO-
Ta Ha JIOKAJIUTETY.

®ubyne ca YimujaHe pa3BpCTajy MO Y A€BET TUIOBA, KO-
J¥ TIpHIazajy IMMPOKOM XPOHOJIOLIKOM PAcIioHy o kpaja I mo
cpenube V Beka. JlaToBame THIOBAa HM3BPIICHO jeé HA OCHOBY
aHaJIorija v cTpaTUrpadCKUX IMOAATaKa O ApXEOIOMKUM LeJH-
HaMa 13 KOJUX IMOTHHY:

1. Bpousana ¢pubyaa ca waprupom u Gao4acmum ayKom
ykpawenum emajaom, T. 1, 1, natyje ce y kpaj I — mouerax III
BEKa.

2. Bponsana ayuna jaxo upouaucana pubyaa ca kpaii-
Kum gpocavem uine, gyimeulacmium 3aepuieiiom ctioie u
taagom y obauxy mpyobe, T. 1, 2, natyje ce y II-11I Bek.

3. Bponsana ayuna jaxo upoguaucana gubyaa ca guco-
KuUM gpicadem uiie u gyimeiiaciium 3aspuieiiikom ciioile,
T. L 3, natyje ce y II-III Bex.

4. Bponsane ayune gubye ca wapHup mexanuzmom, ipoe-
HOM HA AYKY, BUCOKUM gpcarem uiie u gyimeiaciuium 3aep-
wetikom chiiotie, T. 1, 4-5, natyjy ce y II-1II Bek.

5. Bponsana ayuna koaeHacimia pubyaa ca sucoxum gpoica-
uyem uine, T. 1, 6, natyjy ce on Il no IV Beka.

6. Jegnocimiasne ayune pubyae ca iaagom y augy oipyie,
Hajuewhe og uellupu Hagoja u KpamiKum gprcauem ulie,
iKc3s. »aeluoHapcke uodyae«, Mory out OpoH3aHe ca olyda-
CTUM LPIKaveM UIJIe ¥ TOHEKaX 1yrMETaCTHM 3aBPIIETKOM CTO-
e — BapujadTta 1 uim ca 3aBUjyTHNMA Ha IJIaBM U CTOITH 1 ILTO-
YaCTHM HOCA4eM UIJie — BapujaHTta 2. Koje ce IaTyjy on Kpaja
I mo IV Beka, ka0 u TBO3/eHe UMHTAIIH]j€ TIPETXOIHE BAPHjaHTE
- papujanra 3, kapakrepuctiyase 3a [II-1V sek, T. II, 1-5.

7. Bponszana upcuienacimia »omeia« Quoysa ciupaino
ysujenux xpajesa, T. 1L, 6, natyje ce y kpaj lII-IV Bek.

8. Maaa cpebpna ayuna ubyaa ca waouacuiom fory-
KPYHCHOM TAGGOM, TAOUACTHOM POMOOUGHOM CTOTIOM U OAY-
uacimum gpacauem uize, T. 11, 7, natyje ce y kpaj IV — npy
MOJIOBUHY V BEKa.

9. bponzana ayuna ¢pubyaa ca iocyspahenom, mpaiiesa-
ctio upowupernom cimosiom u ipebernom na ayxy, T. 11, 8, na-
Tyje ce y kpaj IV — npBy 1ojioBuHy V Bekd.

Kao wro ce iy u3 npersiena tunosa ¢udyna Hahenux Ha
YanujaHu TOKOM HcTpaskuBawa 1981-1987. romune, oHe ce
MOTY CBPCTATH Y TPH XPOHOJIOUIKE IPpyTie:

I ipyia - tvnoeu pubyna koju Tpajy on kpaja I no cpenn-
e III Beka, reHepasHo narosanu y II — npey nonosuny III Bexa,
wapHup — ¢ubyJe, jako npodunrcane nyune ¢udyJie u Kome-
Hacre pubyna (wmun 1-5),

11 ipyna — Tunosu III-1V Beka, jenHocraBHe Jiydne dudyne
U npcTeHacTa omera — pudyna (Wi 6-7) u

I ipyita — TUNOBN KapaKTEPUCTUYHU 3a MOYETAK IIEpHoIa
ceobe Hapona, cpebpHa (ubysa ca NOMYKPYKHOM IIOYACTOM
[JIABOM U POMOGOMAHOM CTOMOM U ¢ubyna ca nocyBpaheHoM
Tpane3acToM croroM (wui 8-9), natopanu y kpaj IV — ripey
NoJIOBUHY V BeKa.

Haiuie XpoHOJIOIIKe TpyIie U TUNOBH (pudyna npemMa MecTy
Ha/la3a ONroBapajy ¢azamMa jKHBOTA Ha YJIIUjaHU YTBphenum
uctpaxkuBambuma 1981-1987. Ha ocHOBY cTpaTurpadCKux mo-
faraka v aHanu3e OTKPUBEHE aPXHUTEKType:

‘I fpyna

i 1 1

THII 2 1

T 3 1
an 4 1 1

T 5 1

II rpyna
UM 6 3 2

™I 7 1

III rpyna

v 8 1

™ 9 1

Tpeba umatu y Buny na je Ulpiana, cMelrreHa Ha packp-
CHUIM ITyTeBa KOjU cy nose3uBasu JyHaBcku muMec ca Janma-
uujoM 1 Maxkenonujom, a npeko Huina ca Tpakujom, Mopana
OuTH 3HAYajaH 3aHATCKH U TPTOBHHCKHU HIEHTAap. TE j& pa3yMbU-
Ba Pa3HOJMKOCT TUTIOBa (prby/ia U y CKpOMHOM MaTepHjaiy Ko-
ju cMo o0panunu.

Haxko, 3a cana, HeMa JOBOJBHO MOAATAKA O JIOKAJHOj MpO-
u3BONmU hubysia Ha YIINKjaHu, paIlMoOHUIIA 3a TOIBEE U 00pa-
ny merana c kpaja III — mogerka IV Beka, koHctaToBaHa y III
XOpU30HTY, 3anaaHo on CeBepHe Kallije, TOBOPHU Y IIpWJIOT
NpeTocTaBILu a je OBa BPCTa HaKMTa M3pahuBaHa Ha JIMITy Me-
cra. Ha OCHOBY THIOJIOLIKO-XPOHOJOIIKE aHaIM3€e HAIMX pu-
Oy:1a uszaBojun Ou nepuon kpaja III — npse nonosune IV Beka
Ka0 BpeMe HUXOBE MHTEH3MBHE JIOKAJIHE NPOU3BOAKE. Y CBa-
KOM CJIy4ajy, YJnujaHa je Ouna aIMHUHUCTPATHBHO CPEIMLITE
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Hapnancke pynosHe 001acTH, Te je METaTyprija MopaJa YMHUTH
3HayajaH (paKTOp eKOHOMH]E Ipaja.

[TyteBu mMnopra ¢udysa Ha YJIHjaHy B yTHIIAjU HA JIO-
KaJIHy [IPOM3BOIkbY Y PAHOLLAPCKOM IIEPUOY J0JIa3e ca CeBepa,
Hynasom n nonuHoM Bemuxe Mopase, 0ok ce y BpeMe KacHe
aHTHKe TeskuinTe omepa Ha Jowe IonyHaBmbe, ogakiie noui-
HoM TuMOKa JocCTieBajy Ha Hall JIOKaJIUTET.

Tako, ¢ubyne I ipyite npunanajy maHOHCKUM THITOBHMA
(mun 1-3), c u3y3eTkoM LapHUp — (pudya ca pedpacTo Ipo-
(punucanuM Jykom, KOje ¢y HajBepoBaTHUjE IpOM3BOheHe Ha

CTAPHHAP LITI-LIV/2003-2004.

ropwoMe3ujckoM Jumecy. Oubyse 11 ipyfie N0KaIHO Cy IPOU3-
BoheHe, ocuM wuiia 7, ynju ce Hanasu y I'opmoj Mesuju KoH-
LEHTPUINY Ha JHMecy, oko CUHTHOYHyMa, HOK YepHaxOBCKE
udyne 111 ipytie (mun 8-9) na Y nujany ctuxy u3s [lprodan-
He Hakuje nomuHoM Tumoka.

Mosxe ce pehu, na ce pubyse ca Yanujane odpabene y osom
pany ykjanajy y OKBUPE UCTOPHjCKE U EKOHOMCKE CJIMKE O PUM-
ckoj mpoBuHIMjH ['opoj Mesuju u kacHuje auonesu Jaxuju,
KOja HaM je Mo3HaTa Ha OCHOBY apXEOJIOMIKHX Hajlasza U UCTO-
PHjCKUX M3BOpA.



