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Foreword

Since 1990, after practically 30 years and
the publication of the volume of the Starinar jour-
nal dedicated to the academician and professor
Milutin GaraSanin, the Institute of Archaeology in
Belgrade publishes a volume dedicated to a doyen
of both Serbian and European archaeology, Rasko
Vasi¢. In contrast to university centers, where this
kind of publications are usual, due to the position of
individuals as professors and teachers (Festschrift,
Homage...), the scientific researchers are usually
neglected in that respect, which can be seen in the
fact that this volume represents the first of a kind
published by the Institute of Archaeology. Bearing
in mind the significance and the influence of Vasi¢’s
work on ex-Yugoslav and prehistoric archaeology
of Europe, as well as the fact that he spent his entire
career at the Institute of Archaeology, we consider
this volume as a humble act of our gratitude for ev-
erything our dear colleague Vasi¢ did for archaeol-
ogy and the Institute, on occasion of his 80th birth-
day.

Indeed, Rastko Vasi¢ stands as a great of both
Serbian and Yugoslav archaeology, distinctly appre-
ciated and esteemed, which stands in opposition to
his humble and unobtrusive nature. Vasi¢’s scien-
tific and artistic educations often intertwined in his
papers dealing both with the protohistoric art and
the particular problems of the Bronze and Iron Age
in southeastern Europe. Years of work and scientific
questions led him to various phenomena of our pre-
historic archaeology, many of which he had himself
defined, but from time to time he used to go back
and discover the until then unobserved Iron Age art
of the Central Balkans. Only a glimpse of his bibli-
ography at the beginning of this volume reveals the
archaeological phenomena he had defined and inter-
preted, and through his serious and responsible sci-
entific work and afterwards authority introduced to
archaeology. His first monographs (Kyimypue epyne
cmapujez 26030enoe 0oba y Jyeocrasuju and The
Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist Re-
public of Serbia) were created on basis of his doc-
toral dissertation and more than a couple of decades
since the publication represent often cited literature.

YBOI

Hakon 6e3mano 30 mera m Cmapunapa
noceeheHor akageMuky u mpodecopy Mumyrtu-
Hy lapamanuny u3 1990. ronune, ApxXeonomKku
WHCTUTYT y beorpanmy o0jaBibyje jeaHy 3aceOHY
nybnaukanujy nocsehieHy moajeHy CpIricKe, ald |
eBporicke apxeosoruje Pactky Bacuhy. 3a pasinu-
Ky O YHUBEP3UTETCKUX IICHTapa, I/Ie je OBaj THII
nyonukanuja (Festschrift, Hommage...) yoOu4ajen
300r TIO3UIMje MOjeANHIIa Kao Ipodecopa U ydu-
TeJba, HAYYHH CY PaJHUIM OOMYHO 3aHEMapeHH y
TOME TOrJeny, LITO Ce BUAM U MO0 TOME Ja je OBO
IpBa TakBa 3aceOHa myOnukanuja Hame kyhe. Ho,
nMajyhu y Buay 3Hadaj BacnheBux gema 3a OuBmry
JYTOCIIOBEHCKY M MPAauCTOPHjCcKy apxeonorujy E-
porie ¥ yTHIIa] Ha kY, Ka0 ¥ TO LITO j€ 1[0 CBOj paj-
HU BEK IPOBEO y APXEOIONIKOM MHCTHTYTY, CMa-
Tpaau cMo Ja je oBaj 300pHUK noBoaoM 80 roxnHa
KUBOTA jellaH CKPOMHH YHH HaIIe 3aXBaJTHOCTH 3a
CBe IITO je Aparu konera Bacuh yunnmo 3a apxeo-
norujy u UHCTHTYT.

Pactko Bacuh nmowcra mpejcraBiba BesnKa-
Ha CPIICKE U JYTOCIOBEHCKE apXeoJIoTHje, H3Pa3UTO
YBaKEHOT M LICEHCHOT, LITO je Y HEKY PYKY Y CyNpo-
THOCTH Ca FETOBOM CKPOMHOM W HEHAaMETJbUBOM
npuponoM. BacuheBo HaydHO, amy ¥ yMETHHYKO
00pa3oBame YECTO CE CYCTULANIO y HETOBUM IIp-
BUM pajJOoBHUMa, KaJla ce€ 0aBHO KaKO yMETHHYKUM
MPOTOMCTOPHjCKMM TE€MaMa, TaK0 W KOHKPETHHM
npobneMuMa TBO3IEHOT M OpoH3aHOr no0a jyro-
ncroune Esporne. I'onuHe paja U CTpy4Ha NMUTAkHA
o7iBeNIa Cy ra Ka MHOTMM (peHOMEHHMa Hallle Ipa-
HCTOPHjCKE apXeojoruje, o KOjux je HeKe M cam
neuHUCao, Al ce ¢ BpeMeHa Ha Bpeme Bpahao,
a yjelHO M OTKPHBAO IO Taja HE3alaXeHy yMeT-
HOCT TBO3/ieHOT 100a neHTpaiHor bankana. Camo
Y JISTUMHYAH IOTJIC/ Ha eroBy Onbmuorpadujy Ha
MOYETKY OBOT 300pHHKA TOBOPU O apXCOJOUIKHM
nojaBama koje je Bacuh ompeamno m mHTEpmperu-
pao, a CBOjUM 030MJbHUM W OJTOBOPHUM Hay4YHUM
pazoM W IOIHHUjUM ayTOPUTETOM yBeo y momahy
apxeosorujy. tberose npse monorpadwuje (Kyamyp-
He epyne cmapujez 28030eH0z 006a y Jyeociaguju u
The Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist
Republic of Serbia), nacraze Ha OCHOBaMa JOK-
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A complete affirmation in Yugoslav archae-
ology for colleague Vasi¢ was the invitation to
write no less than 13 chapters for the 5th volume
of the distinguished publication Praistorija jugo-
slavenskih zemalja, as one of the youngest authors,
dealing with less familiar subjects or subjects with
scarce background data, undetermined origin or un-
defined to a great extent. It can be said that even
nowadays, after more than 30 years, Vasi¢’s certain
syntheses from the aforementioned publication, re-
main the postulates for the Iron Age of the Central
Balkans. Another significant work of Rastko Vasic,
although often not emphasized enough, is the fact
that under the invitation of the academician Dra-
goslav Srejovi¢, he participated in writing of 150
separate units in the unique domestic archaeological
encyclopedia - Arheoloski leksikon — preistorija Ev-
rope, Afrike i Bliskog Istoka, grcka, etrurska i rim-
ska civilizacija, a paper that Yugoslav and Serbian
archaeology lacked for a number of decades. His in-
ternational reputation was confirmed by five mono-
graphs published within the prestigious Prdhisto-
rische Bronzefunde edition. In parallel with that,
through his advice and influence, as well as through
his scientific renown, he aided younger colleagues
to prepare the volumes for the same edition.

In that context, it is important to mention that
defending boards for magister or doctoral thesis
on the subject on Bronze and Iron Age could not
be imagined without the presence of the colleague
Vasi¢. On such occasions, not a single critique or a
bad word could be heard from Vasi¢, but positive
opinion and useful suggestions above all, so that
the candidate could properly prepare the thesis for
future publication. Rastko Vasi¢ has been a mem-
ber of the editorial board for the Starinar journal
for more than 40 years, as well as for many other
corpora and journals in the territory of southeastern
Europe. As a member of editorial staff or as a re-
viewer of papers and monographs, he would always
point out the qualities of the submitted material, and
if the other members of editorial staff or reviewers
decided to reject the material, his benevolent sug-
gestions would help in publishing each useful paper
after all, even in some other journal. Also, as a long-
time director of scientific projects at the Institute of
Archaeology, he would always do his best to help

TOpCKE JAWCepTaluje, U Jajbe Cy, HEKOJIHKO Jelie-
HHja HaKOH 00jaBJbUBAHA, IITHPAHO IITHBO.

[Motyny adupmanmjy y jyrociioBEHCKO]
apxeonoruju konera Bacuh noxuBeo je kama je
MO3BaH Ja, Kao jedaH on Tama Hajmimahux aytopa,
Hanuuie yak 13 noriassea 3a ToM V uyBeHe /lpauc-
mopuje jyeociasencKux 3emMasba, i TO Ha HEKe TeMe
0 KOjMa C€ Majio 3HaJI0 WM y BE3W C KOjuMa Cy
rojialy OMJITM IITYpPH, HEjaCHOT TOpeKia U J00puM
nenoM Heneduuucanu. Moxe ce pehu ja u nanHac,
HakoH 30 u BuIIe TonuHa, ojenuue Bacuhese cun-
T€3e M3 OBE CepHje U JaJbe OCTajy jeIUHH IOCTY-
JaTH TBO3ACHOT Ao00a mentpanHor bamkana. Jormn
jemaH 3HadajaH AONPHUHOC OBOTA THIA, YUHU C€,
HUje JOBOJHHO TIOMHIbAH Y J0CAIAIIHEM HErOBOM
pany, a TO je YMI-CHUIIA JIa j¢ Ha TIO3HMB aKaJeMUKa
HparociaBa CpejoBuha yuecTBOBao y W3pau Ipe-
ko 150 3ace0HMX jeTMHMIIA Y jeTMHCTBEHO] ToMaho)j
apXEOJIONIKO] EHIMKIONEANJU — ApXxeonowku ne-
Kcukon — npeucmopuja Eepone, Agppuxe u Bruckoe
UCMOKA, 2puKa, empypcKa U PUMCKA YUSUIU3AYU]d,
JIeNTy KOje je JIyTM HU3 JICLICHUja HeJ0CTajasio jyro-
CJIOBEHCKO] M CPIICKOj apXeoyoruju. MehyHaponau
yIlIe[ MOTBPAMO je ca MeT MOHorpaduja y mpec-
THKHO] enuuuju Prdhistorische Bronzefunde, nox
j€ Tapayie;THO CaBeTHMa M CBOJHM yTHIIajeM, Kao U
Hay4YHUM PEHOMEOM, omarao miahjum xosjerama aa
MIPUIIPEME CBOjE CBECKE 3a UCTY CIAUIIU]Y.

Y ToMe KOHTEKCTY, BAXKHO je TOMEHYTH Jia ce
0e3 konere Bacuha Hije MoTIIa 3aMUCIIUTH KOMUCH-
ja 3a ogOpaHy MarucTapckKux WIN JTOKTOPCKHUX JTU-
cepranyja Ha TeMy OpOH3aHOT WJIM CTapHjerT TBO3-
neHor no6a. Tom npuiIMKoM off Bera ce HUje Morya
YyTH MOKYy/a WM JiolIa ped, Beh HamacBe mo3uTHB-
HO MHIIJbCHE¢ M KOPHUCHE CYTeCTHje Kako OW KaH-
JUTaT CBOj€ AEJI0 aJleKBaTHO MpUIpeMuo 3a Oyayhe
o0jaBJbuBame. [Ipeko 40 roguHa 4aH je peaakiuje
CrapuHapa, Ka0 ¥ MHOTHX 300pHHKA W YacOIHCa
Ha mpocTopy jyroucroune EBpone. Kao uect unan
pelaKimja Wik PerieH3eHT pajioBa U MOHOTpadHja,
YBEK je UCTHIA0 KBAIUTETE TIPIIIOTA, & YKOIMKO O1
Ce OCTarak peaaKifje WK JAPYTH PEIeH3CHTH Of-
Y4 Ja ofA0ujy ayTopa, OH O cecBojuM Omaro-
HAKJIOHHM CyTeCTHjaMa TPYIUO Jia CBaKA KOPHCTaH
pan unax Oyzne 00jaBJbeH, 11a MaKap y HEKOM JIpyroM
yaconucy. Takohe, Kao TyroroJuImb1 PyKOBOJHIIALL
HAyYHHUX TIpojeKkara y ApPXCOJIONKOM WHCTUTYTY,



Foreword / YBox

young colleagues on each matter, never striking as a
boss or a superior.

Plenty of details on the private and profes-
sional life of Rastko Vasi¢, both as an archaeolo-
gist and painter and literate, can be found in the
continuation of this volume, which was one of the
ideas of the editors. Therefore, about 60 pages are
dedicated to his life and work, biography and a de-
tailed bibliography, while the interview is illustrated
with Vasi¢’s numerous paintings, selected by the
celebrant himself. Afterward, there is a collection
of papers dedicated to the colleague Vasi¢, written
in English, German, Russian and the ex-Yugoslav
languages, assorted chronologically. Unfortunately,
certain authors which were invited in agreement
with the celebrant did not respond, primarily due to
the poor health, so the editors once again point out
that they regret the situation, although on the other
hand, we are grateful and proud of the content of the
volume, on 33 authors of the papers, and the editori-
al board comprised of prominent names of the word
archaeology from nine different countries.

Through this volume, the editorial board
and the Institute of Archaeology would like to heart-
ily congratulate the jubilee to our colleague Vasi¢
and to wish him many more years in archacology.

Vojislav Filipovi¢
Aleksandar Bulatovi¢
Aleksandar Kapuran

TPYAHO ce a IOMOTHE MialiM KoJierama 1o CBUM
MATalkbUMa, He TIOCTaBJbajyhu ce MpUTOM Kao 1med.

MHoru nIetajbu O NMPHUBAaTHOM M mpodecu-
OHaJHOM >kuBoTy Pactka Bacuha u kao apxeoo-
ra, ¥ Kao CIMKapa W KIbIDKeBHUKA, MOTY ce Hahn
y HacTaBKy OBOT 300pHHKa, IITO je Ouia M jemHa
on uaeja npupehusaya. Crora je mpBUX IIe3/ECe-
Tak cTpaHa NMocBeheHO HEroBOM XXHMBOTY M pamy,
ouorpaduju u gerasbHOj OuOMMOrpaduju, OOK je
WHTEPBjy WIycTpoBaH Opojuum BacuheBum ciu-
Kama, o u300py camor ciaBibeHHKa. HakoH Tora
YIPWIMYEHH CypaJoBH nocBehenu koeru Bacuhy,
Ha CHIVICCKOM, HEMA4yKOM, PYCKOM M je3WIIMMa Ou-
Bmre JyrocimaBwje, mopehaHW IO XPOHOJIOIIKOM
pexy. Haxanocr, ojequHu ayTopu MO3BaHU Y KOH-
cyiTanyjama ca CIIaBJbeHHKOM HHCY C€ Of1a3Bajiu
MO3UBY, TIOIJIABUTO 300T HAPYIICHOT 3[PAaBCTBEHOT
CTama, Ia yPeTHUIH U OBOM IPHIMKOM HAIIOMUIbY
na »kaie 300T OBakBOTI pa3Boja cutyaruje. C npyre
CTpaHe, TOHOCHU CMO Ha capikaj 300pHUKa — KaKo
Ha 33 ayTopa nmpuiiora, Tako U Ha peAaKiyjy, y Kojoj
CYy BPXYHCKa UMCHA CBETCKE apXeoJIoTHje U3 JICBET
3emMasba.

Konern Bacwhy ypemuurm u ApXeoionku
WHCTUTYT OBUM 300pHHMKOM OJI CpIIa YECTUTA]y jyOu-
JIej ¥ JKeJe jOIT MHOTO TOMHA Pasia y apXeoJoTHjH.

BojuciaB ®wimnosuh
Anexcannap bynmatosuh
Anekcannap Kamypan



In the National Museum in Belgrade, 2018 (by Aca Pordevic)
Y Haponuom my3ejy, 2018. rongune (dporo Aua Hophesuh)
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The Find from MedoSevac 20 Yeas Later — an Addition
to the Studies of the Tumulus Culture on the Territory
of the Central Balkans

Aleksandar Kapuran

Abstract: A group of objects discovered close to the village of Medosevac near Ni§, represent the
southernmost group find of bronze jewelry belonging to the Tumulus culture on the territory of
modern Serbia. The manner of how the material reached the National Museum in Nis as well as its
geographic isolation from the heartland in which this culture developed (southern Pannonia and the
Drina and Lim river valleys), caught the attention of Rastko Vasié. It is obvious that the material
comes from a skeletal burial, since the bronze items are in extraordinary condition and, in contrast
to cremation, apparently haven’t been exposed to flames and high temperatures. New absolute dates
extracted from Tumulus culture necropolises in the western and northern Republic of Serbia, con-
firm that the find from MedoSevac can be dated to the 14th century BC at the latest.

Key words: Bronze Age, Tumulus culture, burial customs, bronze jewelry.

Many museum collections across Serbia contain certain objects, important for different
archaeological periods, that remain shrouded from scholarly circles for different reasons includ-
ing uncertain contexts. This was also the case with the find from Medosevac, since it isn’t certain
when it was delivered to the National Museum in Ni§, neither who brought it. It is likely the
southernmost find of the Tumulus culture, being quite remote and distant from the region of that
cutlure’s development in the Western Morava and upper Drina river valleys,' as well as the Priboj?
and Pljevlja regions.’ The find from Medosevac was first mentioned in the catalogue “Prehistoric
cultures in the Morava river valley and Eastern Serbia” that followed the same exhibition,* and
with the exception of “Notes on The Bronze Age in Serbia” by Rastko Vasi¢® only some of the
items from this find were mentioned seperately in other literature.® The reason of our comeback
and attention to this group find of bronze items after two decades is due to the new absolute dates
for the Middle Bronze Age on the territory of Serbia that we have at our disposal. Furthermore,
it is our intention to additionaly study some of the items from this context, which were not taken
into account in the study from 1997.7

The find from MedoSevac consists of:

Plate. I/1; Decorative circular plate of thin bronze sheet, with channeled concentrical cir-
cles and a larger protrusion in the middle. The top of the plate has a fragment of a modelled
suspension tube (R=4,2 cm; spike H=2,8 cm).

' Kosori¢ 1976: 15,16; T. XXVIII.

2 lepukomuh 2010: 6.

3 Jlazuh 2007.

* The exhibition was organised by Academic Milutin GaraSanin, custodian Radmila Ajdi¢ and the director of the Mu-
seum Dragoljub Dejanovi¢; I'apamranus 1971.

> Bacuh 1997.

¢ Bacuh 1997; Vasi¢ 2010: 19, Taf. 10/71; Crojuh, Jouuh 2006: 144, T. XLIV, c. 26,53,73,74.

7 On this occasion we thank the custodian of the prehistoric collection of the National Museum in Ni§, Tatjana Trajkovié-
Filipovi¢, who allowed us to study the items exhibited in the Museum.
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PL 1

Plate. 11/1; Circular application of thin bronze sheet and a trapezoid cross section (tutuli),
with perforations for fastening upon clothing (R=2,8 cm; H=1 cm).

Plate. 11/2; Circular application of thin bronze sheet (tutuli), similar to the previous exam-
ple (R=3,2 cm; H=1,4 cm).
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PL 2

Plate. I/8; Bronze pin of the “Cypriot type” with a circular cross section, arched and lacking
a pointed end. The head of the pin continues into a coil that is spirally winded around the
structure of the item (H=9 cm).

Plate. 1/3 Bronze torque ending, of a circular cross-section and retracted head in the form
of a spiral which is decorated with incised lines (H=11,5 cm).

Plate. I/4; The other end of the previous torque with the retracted head that ends with a
spiral decorated with incised lines (H=3 cm).

Plate. 1/5-7; Three fragments of the same torque, arched wire with a circular cross section
(H=8,3 cm; H=6,4 cm; H=6 cm).
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PL 3

Plate. 1/2; Decoration made of winded bronze wire with spiral coils on both ends, the trun-
ctated bronze wire is winded around its axis (H=5,5 cm) (i.b. 5714).

Plate. I/9; Pin holster in the form of a crescent (horseshoe) with pointed ends, an ovoid
cross section, two pairs of embroadments on both sides and a cavity in the middle part (3,6
cm x 3 cm).

Plate. 1/10; Pin holster in the form of a crescent (horseshoe) with pointed ends, an ovoid
cross section and a cavity in the middle part, decorated as the previous example (4 x 3 cm).
Plate. I/11 a-e; Hairdress decoration of the “noppenringen” type made of spirally winded
wire of a triangular cross section with alternating narrowings and broadenings (R=0,9 cm;
H=1,3-0,7 cm).

Plate. I1/4a-e; Rings made of bronze wire with endings winded into two opposing spirals
(R=2,3 cm; h=3 c¢cm ) (ib. 5708).

Plate. 11/5a-d; Applications (tutuli) made of thin bronze sheet metal and of a conical (bell-
shaped) form, one has a broader profilated base (c) (R=1,5 cm; H=3,2 — 4,8 cm).

Plate. 11/3; Decorative hoop or some kind of cast solid bronze bracelet with an elipsoid
cross section (R=5,8 cm).

Plate. 11/6; Decoratove oval plate with four small perforations along the edge and a fixing
spike on the reverse side (R= 4,4 cm)

Plate. III; 33 Circular applications of thin bronze sheet in the form of a calotte with two
perforations (R=2,2 — 1,1 cm; H=0,7 — 0,2 cm).

Additionally, another three fragments of spirally winded bronze wire of a triangular cross
section, most likely rings, that are not part of the exhibition (H=3,9 cm; H=3,1 cm; H=2
cm).
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The chronological and cultural determination of the finds from Medosevac precisely de-
termine the age and affiliation of most of the jewelry inlcuding are decorative pin, torques, pin
holsters, rings and the different application types and pendants.

Pins

Pins are considered among the earliest items used in clothing. They remained in use up to
relatively recently, alternating in sizes and form by depending on different technology and the
materials used in their production. The role of these decorative objects in a funerary context is
not completely clear. Draga GaraSanin assumes that pins might have been used in the course of
burial ceremonies, in such a way to fasten the shrouds of the deceased in skeletal burials as well
as in cremations, to adorn the shroud before the burning.® Igor Bogdanovi¢ assumed that long
pins were removed from shrouds before burning and that they were additionally placed together
with the incinerated remains, although there is large number of cases where pins burned together
with the deceased along with other grave goods.” Rastko Vasi¢ assumes that the appearance of
decorative pins of the Central European type during Br B2/C1 in the territory of modern Serbia
probably represents the influence of the expanding Tumulus culture, especially in the Drina and
Zapadna Morava river valleys.'”

Regardless of the fact that one bronze pin from Medosevac belongs to the “Cypriot type”
(Plate I/8), which is characteristic for the Early Bronze Age that is the Mures, Nagyrév and Unétice
cultures, they often appear in different variants within the area of the Tumulus culture itself. These
pins have coils that represent a decorative continuation of the pin head, although in this case the
coil is cut at one point. A bent pin with similair decorations was discovered in grave 235 at the
Mokrin necropolis and Milorad Giri¢ determined that it coresponds to the Mokrin III phase.' As
we pointed out earlier, the pins of the “Cypriot type” are often found in graves of younger cul-
tural groups, noticable on the example of grave 252 at the Tiszaflired — Majoroshalom necropolis
where along with bent pins and coils were also decorated bronze sheet bracelets with broad ends
and a dagger, characteristic for the Tumulus culture in the Carpathian basin.'? It is likely that these
pins had longer chronological use, by the opinion of Milo$ Jevti¢ who assumes that one pin of a
namely pseudo-Cypriot type, found at the site of Osaonica near Novi Pazar, could have possibly
been in use during the Early Iron Age."* Furthermore, M. Jevti¢ presumes that these types of finds
can be linked to imports from Greek workshops of the Archaic period or the regions covered by
the Glasinac — Mati cultural complex.' Since it is a smaller specimen, the “Cypriot type” pin from
Medosevac most probably served for fastening overlapping parts of clothing or perhaps even for
hairdress decoration,'® albeit less likely.

Pin holsters

Bronze production during the Middle Bronze Age, and its issuing expansion during the
Koszider horizon, does not show larger differences compared to the production of metal objects
in the Bronze Age in general. This is best observed on the example of horseshoe or crescent
shaped pendants, one of the most characteristic types of finds from jewelry assemblages in the
Koszider horizon of the Middle Bronze Age.'® Namely, these pendants are in fact pin holsters, of
a crescent shape that appears in two variants, with or without a holster cavity for the pointed end

8 I'apamanux 1979: 58.

9 bormanoruh 1996: 195.

10 Bacuh 1997: 44,45; Vasi¢ 2003: 6.

11 Giri¢ 1971: 216, T. LX1/2,3; Vasi¢ 2003: 13.
12 Kovasz 1975: T. 23/252.

13 Jevti¢, Pordevic¢ 1991: 38, fig. 2.

14 Jevti¢, Pordevic¢ 1991: 32.

15 bornanosuh 1996: 195.

16 Kovacs 1975: 44.
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of pin (Plate 1/9,10).!” The function of this kind of jewelry was studied by Dragan Jovanovi¢, who
provided a detailed typology and concluded that while it served for the purpose of fastening ap-
parel it also prevented loosing the pin and protected the wearer from injury.'® The production of
these items during the Bronze Age on the territory of modern Serbia is testified by the rare finds
of casting moulds from Subotica," Velebit,’ and Velesnica.?!

Another integral part of the system that secured a decorative pin was an arrangment of
bronze wire, coiled around it and starting immediately below the head and winding further to-
wards the holster.”? Decorative pins coiled with bronze wire appear on the territory of Serbia to-
wards the end of Bronze Age, as testified by the hoard from Sombor, the finds from Sokobanja, 2
and the items in the Boljetin hoard, at the start of the Early Iron Age.?* We assume that decorative
items of profilated bronze wire with spiral coils on both ends, also represented an integral part of
decorated pin holsters (Plate. 1/2). We can assume that this type of item developed from earlier
models, such as the examples encountered at the Szoreg necropolis®® in Hungary or concurent
graves from Safirikove in Slovakia.2® However, even though this may appear obvious it still re-
mains an assumption, due to the difficulty of finding analogies for this type of object in the all of
Central Europe and the Carpathian Basin.

Crescent or horseshoe pendants appear to be somewhat older than heart-shaped pendants
and can be dated to the earlier phases of the Middle Bronze Age,” thus to be considered as the
older finds of the Koszider horizon. Bernard Hénsel determines their age at FD I or Br A1l ac-
cording to Central European Bronze Age chronology.?® Furthermore, the finds from the Zsadany
necropolis Amalia Mozsolics classified into phase B II1.? O. Trogmayer and L. Szekeres assume
that crescent pendants, along with sheet bronze belts, represent basic characteristics of the Tumu-
lus culture® and correlate those to Maros and Unétice cultural traditions.

Torques

A single torque, made of wire with a circular cross section and spirally winded ends, in the
context of the find from MedoSevac can be considered a rare item (Plate 1/3-7). We learned of
this object’s complete outlines after the work carried out by Natalija Puri¢, the custodian of the
Museum in Nis,*! who successfully reconstructed its shape by completing six fragments, includ-
ing two that a are spirally winded and decorated by incisions, representing the ends, whereras
the remaining four fragments are in fact smooth wire with a circular cross-section. The item was
published by Rastko Vasi¢.*? Torques of this type were discovered in the Central Balkans, notably
in Janci¢i (Mound 1, grave 3)* and at the necropolis in Skakavci (Mound 1, grave)* in western

17 Vinski 1957: T. 3/5.

18 Jovanovi¢ 2010: 55.

1 Tasi¢ 1974: v. 146

20 Szekeres 1971: 48.

2! Bacuh, Epuierosuhi-ITaBnosuh, Munuh 1984: 125, cii. 110/4.
22 Jovanovi¢ 2010: SI. 9.

2 Vasi¢ 2003: 31, 32; Taf. 10/149, Taf. 11/ 159.

24 Bykmanosuh, Pagojunh 1995: 158, kart. 325.

2> Bona 1975: Taf. 126/1,2.

26 Hackman 1957: Taf. 54/36; Furmanek 1979: Fig. 2/2.

27 Bacuh 1997: 41; Schumacher-Matthidus 1985: 89,91; Taf. 58/5.
28 Hénsel 1968: Beilage 6.

2 Mozsolics 1967: 153, 187; Taf 70/4-6.

3 Trogmayer, Sekere$ 1966-1968:

3 Bacuh 1997: 42.

32 Vasi¢ 2010: 19, Taf. 10/71.

3 UkomuHosuh 1986: kar. 6p. 67.

3 Zotovi¢ 1985: 61, T. 13/4.
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Serbia. Rastko Vasi¢ dates this torque type into Br C1/C2.% It is curious that this type of jewelry,
documented in Western and Southern Serbia, Slovenia*® and Slovakia,”’ is often encountered on
anthropomorphic figurines in the Banat region, where incidentally it doesn’t appear in the context
of hoards or graves at all.’® Furthermore, torques with spiral ends are discernible on the idol from
Klicevac and the figure of the Dupljaja wheel-cart as well as on the idol from Gardinovac. These
are associated with Transdanubian incrusted pottery.

Rings

A relatively small number of Bronze Age rings was discovered on the territory of Serbia
so far. The only exception is the Velebit necropolis in the northern part of the Vojvodina region in
Serbia, where a larger number of different ring types was found.** Rings from the Medosevac find
count five specimens in the form of bronze wire with endings winded into two opposing spirals
(Plate I1/4a-¢).** At the earlier mentined necropolis of Velebit, where the deceased were biritually
buried, in some cases rings were not only found on fingers but on toes as well, and were made
in two techniques. Most were made of thin bronze sheet metal that was bent into form while the
rest was made of winded smooth bronze wire. Interestingly, the deceased at this necropolis had
spirally winded rings with alternating spiral ends only on big or long toes. In addition, this is the
very type of ring encountered in the MedoSevac find. They belong to variant 1a according to the
system devised by Kilian-Dirlmeier, and were used up until the 6th century BC.*! Two rings of
the same type were found in the hoards from Lovas* and Tru¢evac,* and on the skeletal remains
of the deceased in graves 102 and 160 at the necropolis of Tiszafiired in Hungary.** Considering
the chronological determination of rings with ends winded into spirals from the Lovas hoard, the
appearence of these rings on the territory of modern Serbia took place during Br B/C.#

The Catalogue of Prehistoric Cultures in the Morava river valley and Eastern Serbia in-
cludes three rings of spirally winded bronze wire with triangular cross sections, from Medosevac.
These finds were also mentioned by Rastko Vasi¢,* but turned out absent from illustration plates
and weren’t included in the permanent exhibition in the National Museum in Nis.

Spiral headdress adornments

The find from Medosevac also contains five spiral bindings for hairdressing. Some belong
to the “noppenringen” type while the rest are ring-shaped (Plate 1/5a-¢). Katarina Dmitrovi¢ de-
scribes similar specimens on numerous sites on the territory of western Serbia, where specimens
made of bronze sheet metal are most common and have broadening and narrowing segments,
varying between 1-1.5 cm in radius.*’ Spiral headdressing adornments are considered character-
istic examples of jewelry during the Middle Bronze Age, from phase Br B2 and well until phase
D'48

3% Vasi¢ 2010: 20.

36 Gabrovec 1987: 160, Taf. 18/10.
37 Novotna 1984: 56 ff.

38 Bacuh 1997: 42.

3 This necropolis is not published.
“ Tapamanud 1971: 44.

41 Kilian-Dirlmeier 1980: 251, abb. 1.
* Vinski 1957: 2, T. 2/3-4.

# Tapamanus 1994: 2, T. 1/3.

# Kovacz 1975: Fig. 9/b; Fig. 12/b.
* Vinski 1957: 26.

% Bacuh 1997: 40,41.

47 ITmurposuh 2016: 187.

* Hansel 1968: Beilage 5/32.
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Pendants and applications

Among the finds from MedosSevac, there is also a large circular application made of thin
bronze sheet with embossed channels decorated with concentric circles and a large protrusion in
the middle (Stachelandel) (Plate I/1). Such decorative items represent pendants or applications
fastened to textille or leather,” depending on whether they have a spikelike protrusion in the
middle like this one. They could have been worn as parts of a necklace or in arrangement with
some composite adornment that could have included spirally winded wire (salteleone).> Circular
plates decorated with channelling usually contain a smaller or larger protrusion, although there
are spikeless specimens with a hollow or vacant middle section. Specimens with suspension cavi-
ties on the top are encountered more often than specimens that were sewn to a supporting surface.
On the territory of Serbia, such adornments were found at Bela Crkva®' and Velebit. Those sites
belong to the Tumulus culture. Isolated finds appear at Gomolava,*? Vin¢a,>® Vatin,>* and Gornje
Dobrinje.* As group finds, adornments of this type were not encountered in Serbia so far, but were
encountered in neighbouring areas including the Lovas hoard near Vinkovci,*® and the necropolis
of Savin Lakat in Jabuka near Prijepolje.”” According to Milutin Garasanin, “Stachelandel” be-
long to the early phase of the Middle Bronze Age, Reinecke B1 — B2, and this is something that
Bernard Hansel (MD 1 and MD 2)* and Willvonseder agree with,*® whereas Rastko Vasi¢ is of the
opinion that they appear slightly later on the territory of Serbia, during Br B2/C1-C2.°' One oval
plate with four perforations along the edges and a suspension in the middle on the reverse is also
considered a clothing application (Plate 11/6).%

The most numerous finds from the necropolises and hoards of the Middle Bronze Age are
circular calotte shaped applications made of thin bronze sheet, serving as adornments for cloth-
ing or as jewelry, as is the case with the find from Medosevac (Plate III). Sometimes these items
were conically bent but what’s common for all of them are the perforations by which they were
fastened to a surface. Such applications are called tutuli in literature. Bronze sheet bent into the
shape of callotes adorned headdressings, as shown by examples from the Early Bronze Age ne-
cropolis at Mokrin.*®* They were in use during a longer time span, from the Early Bronze Age to
as far as the Early Iron Age. Adornments fashioned in this way could have been used for decora-
tion of leather apparel and belts, as shown by the quantity of such applications found in situ in
grave 376 at the Tapé necropolis.** Calotte shaped applications were most likely parts of larger
compositions that formed certain ornate arrangements.® The group find of bronze items from
Medosevac contains 26 calotte shaped circular applications of smaller sizes and only seven of a
somewhat larger radius.

The tutuli from Medosevac also include two specimens of trapezoid cross sections and a
hammered base with edges decorated with circular embossments (Plate 11/1,2). The upper sur-

4 Bormanosuh 1996: 185.

50 JTazuh 2007: 120.

S Tapamranu, lapamanun 1958: 40, 45; ci. 15/b.
2 Tacuh 1965: 197, cx. 8.

53 Tapamranun 1954: T. LX/10.

4 Hénsel 1968: T. 15/13.

55 Vasi¢ 2010: 20; Imutposuh 2016: 179.

% Vinski 1957: T. 11/5-7.

57 JTasuh 2007: 120: T. IV/3-5.

58 GaraSanin 1983: 741.

% Hénsel 1968: Beilage 6.

0 Willvonseder 1937: 144.

' Vasi¢ 2010: 20.

2 Tapamanud 1971: 44; Bacuh 1997: 40.

0 Giri¢ 1971: 219-222.

% Trogmayer 1975: 81.

% Schumacher-Matthdus 1985: Taf. 32; Taf. 72/56; Taf. 73/16,26; Taf. 75-77.
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faces are damaged. Very similiar tutuli are documented at several necropolises in the Zapadna
Morava river valley® and in the Lovas hoard,*” while almost identical specimens were discov-
ered in Mound 1 at the site of Latinsko Groblje®® and Jabuka near Prijepolje.® The chronological
framework for the dating of these tutuli type adornments ranges from Br B (or Koszider horizon)
to Ha A1 (Gava).”

According to the results of the anthropological analysis of the material from the necropolis
of Dubac in Jaci¢i, these applications were most likely intended for use by the female popu-
lation.”" The tutuli of a pronounced conical cross section could represent some form of radial
adornment in the area of the head, possibly as a prestigious part of female clothing reserved for
distinguished members of the society, as shown by a reconstruction of a cap from one of the
graves of this necropolis.”

There is also another type of application or tutuli, represented by conically bent bronze
sheet, with an occasional highlighted hole. It is likely that these adornments were suspended from
belts by strings.”® The group find from MedoSevac contains four such specimens, of which most
are corroded (Plate II/5a-d).

Solid hoop bracelets

Solid cast bronze hoops of an elipsoid cross section are among the rarest items from Tu-
mulus culture assemblages in Serbia (Plate 11/3). It seems apparent that the hoops where in fact
bracelets, used probably in female adornment due to the smaller radius of the items. Interestingly
enough, open ended bracelets as well as those with overlapping ends are incomparably more
present in the Carpathian basin. On the other hand, closed bracelets are encountered in the hoards
from Valemszentvid™ and Abatjszant6” in Hungary, and from Curtuiuseni si Chesereu in Roma-
nia.’

Relative and absolute chronology

It is necessary to point out that the main, if not the single most important common charac-
teristic of the Tumulus culture in Central Europe and on the territory of Serbia is the burial cus-
tom associated with this culture, regardless of whether cases include mounds or are so called flat
graves.” However, as revealed by material culture, the society of this particular cultural complex
did retain certain (local) characteristics to a limited extent, revealing slight differences between
groups in spite of dynamic interaction.

According to the well accepted and ubiquitous Reinecke’s chronology, Br A represents the
Early Bronze Age, Br B-C represents the Middle Bronze Age (or the Bronze Age of the Tumulus
culture that is defined by characteristic burials that are prevalent during this period), whereas the
last phase is designated as Br D and Ha A-B, hence the Late Bronze Age of the Urnfield period.”
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The time of the Tumulus culture’s preemenence, according to absolute radiocarbon dates, is be-
tween 1500 and 1300 BC.”

Nearly half a century ago Nikola Tasi¢ assumed that the sites in the vicinity of Subotica, in
the north of the Vojvodina region in Serbia, can be dated to end of the 14th and the beginning of
the 13th century BC.% Rastko Vasi¢ assumes that the same cultural manifestations on the territory
of Serbia can be determined to the Middle Bronze Age or Br B and C,*' which would coincide
with 1600/1500-1200 BC. There are certain divisions of the Bronze Age in the middle Danube
region according to which the Tumulus culture is concurent with MDIII, and does not start before
the end of Br B1, or lasts between 1500 and 1300 BC.* Such a chronological range mostly corre-
sponds to Br B2-C1 and other authors who excavated necropolises from the same period, such as
Tiszafiired — Majoroshalom,® Tapé,* Pecica Site-14% and others®, generaly agree on that topic.

Regarding the absolute radiocarbon dates retrieved from the territory of Serbia it is safe
to say that there isn’t that much divergence from established relative chronologies. Namely, the
14C absolute dates acquired from Gomolava at Layer IV/b, where the “Stachelnadel” mentioned
earlier was discovered, turned out related to 1400 BC (Vatin — Belegi$ horizon).?” The AMS dat-
ing results obtained from the central grave of Mound XVIII at the Paulje necropolis revealed a
calibrated date at 1415-1278 BC with 95,4% certainty, hence this case can correspond with the
middle of the 14th century BC.3¥

Furthermore, an absolute date was extracted from a grave from the Velebit necropolis near
Kanjiza. The recently obtained AMS date, provided thanks to the director of the Institute of Ar-
chaeology Miomir Kora¢, comes from an incinerated burial from grave 107 at this necropolis. The
sample was analyzed by Isotoptech ZTR laboratory in Debrecen.® The obtained date is 3600+25
BP, or when calibrated, encompasses the time range 1407-1236 BC, with 95,4% confidence. As
it turns out this date corresponds very well with the date from the Paulje necropolis. There is
yet another date related to the Gomolava IV horizon, moreover containing the earlier mentioned
“Stachelnadel” application, that also corresponds to the range from the end of the 15th to the 13th
century BC.”

From what we’ve stated so far it’s safe to assume that the finds from Medosevac should be
chronologically determined into the time span of the 14th/13th century BC, as existing absolute
dates from sties in the western and northern parts of the Republic of Serbia are synchronous with-
out that much variation.

“By aggregating the finds from this period (Bronze Age), uncertainities are easily overcome
and lacunae are filled, so we can hope that in the future it would be possible to speak with certain-
ity about all the elements of Bronze Age development in Serbia.” *'
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