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Abstract. — As a result of the rescue archaeological investigations conducted along the E-80 motorway route, around the middle
course of the NiSava river, from Sicevo Gorge to Dimitrovgrad, several sites from the Early Iron Age were discovered. At the same
time, two caves located on the margins of this natural transportation route which links the Morava Valley and the Sofia Basin were

explored. This paper comprises all the relevant finds of the material culture from Bela Palanka, Pirot and Dimitrovgrad, and
sepulchral architecture and funerary customs practised during Hallstatt C and D. The aim of the paper is to indicate the influences
of the Basarabi and P$eni¢evo material culture in the territories assumed to have been inhabited by the Thracian and Illyrian
tribes, which may help with the more accurate pinpointing of the demarcations between the Triballi, Thracians and Paeonians.
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ntil recently, the region along the middle course

of the NiSava river has represented an archae-

ologically insufficiently explored area with
regard to the Early Iron Age. The geostrategic signi-
ficance of this natural transportation route, which links
the Morava Valley and the Sofia Basin, certainly influen-
ced the economic and cultural movements between the
central Balkans, Thrace, the Black Sea and the Aegean.
As a result of the rescue excavations conducted along
the E-80 route (Nis—Dimitrovgrad motorway), several
sites have been explored, including two necropolises
from the Iron Age which, it is believed, will contribute
to gaining a clearer insight into the chronological span,
as well as certain ethnic questions related to the Paleo-
Balkan communities of eastern Serbia.

RESEARCH HISTORY

The Early Archaic bronze sculpture of the “Black-
smith from Vraniste”, which was discovered in the
1960s by Milan Pavlovi¢, a teacher from Bela Palanka,
is certainly the most interesting find from the Early
Iron Age (P1. I/1).! This sculpture depicts a man work-
ing with an anvil, and probably originates from the Pelo-
ponnese. It was roughly dated between 750 and 725
BC.2 The first major rescue investigations related to

! Tlonosuh 1994, 19, 22, xar. 21; Muruh et al. 2005, 50. The
context of the find is not sufficiently clear.

* The article results from the projects: Archaeology of Serbia: cultural identity, integration factors, technological processes and the role of
the central Balkans in the development of European prehistory (No. 177020) and Cultural changes and population movements in the early
prehistory of the central Balkans (No. 177023), funded by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development of the
Republic of Serbia.
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the Iron Age involved two necropolises with cremated
deceased, Seliste in Velika Lukanja and Madjilka in
Pirot.3 Two chance finds of bronze axes — celts, origi-
nating from the vicinity of Dimitrovgrad and Pirot,
would also correspond to this Early Iron Age horizon.*
A somewhat larger number of stratigraphically clearer
finds were obtained from systematic excavations con-
ducted at the site of Pirotski Grad between 1986 and
1987.5 A more accurate cultural determination of the
ceramic production with characteristics of the Basarabi
culture was provided by the syntheses of M. Jevti¢ and
R. Vasi¢.® What should also be mentioned here is the
very useful habilitation work of the archaeology gradu-
ate Aleksandar Mani¢ from Pirot, which incorporated
all the relevant prehistoric finds from this area that were
known prior to the outset of the major rescue investi-
gations along the E-80 motorway.” However, the results
of the rescue investigations conducted by the Republic
Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments and
the Institute of Archaeology are pivotal for this paper,
while the results obtained by the Centre for Archaeolo-
gical Research of the Faculty of Philosophy will be
included in a separate publication. The cave habitats
were explored as part of an international, Serbian—Ame-
rican project, jointly managed by Prof. D. Mihailovi¢
(Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Philosophy,
Belgrade) and Prof. S. Kuhn (Arizona, USA).

SETTLEMENTS

The habilitation work of A. Mani¢ in the munici-
pal territories of Dimitrovgrad and Pirot® (as well as
Bela Palanka) included a number of sites that could be
determined as Hallstatt C and D (Map 1). In the munici-
pality of Dimitrovgrad, these are the sites of Barje (Pa-
prat) in Borovo; Sumje (Pro¢ni Kamnik) in the village
of Vlasi; Komje in Gornja Drzina; Petrlaska Pecina
and the cave in Senokos near Turski Kladenac.

2 Gordon-Mitten and F. Doerningen, 32, kat. 9. Identical char-
acteristics in the modelling of the face and eyes can be seen on a
bronze sculpture representing Heracles fighting the Minotaur, which
originates from Olympia and is dated to the same period. Boardman
1999, kat. 13.

3 Tejuh 2001; Jepruth 1990.

4 Gavranovic, Kapuran 2014, 34; Taf. 1/6; Manic¢ 2010, T. V/1.

5 Nemwanun, Mejuh 1986; idem 1987.

6 Jevti¢ 1983; idem 1992; Vasi¢ 1987, 662; idem 1992.

7 Mani¢ 2010. We also express our gratitude to the curator of the
National Museum in Belgrade, A. Djordjevi¢, for the information
from the preliminary field survey of the Babusnica region.

8 Ibid.

9 The rescue investigations of the sites of Seliste, Crkviste,
Crnokliste and Kladenciste during 2013 were directed by M. Blago-
jevic.

10 The director of the excavations was A. Kapuran.
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In the municipality of Pirot, there are still no indi-
cations of the exact location from where the sculpture
of the “Blacksmith from Vraniste” originates, however,
by means of preliminary field surveys, possible sites
were ascertained in the village of Grljan, Kale in Jalbo-
tina, GradiSte in Kamnik, Pobijeni Kamnik in Krupac,
Konopiste in Milojkovac, Turske Bare in Ponor, Pirotski
Grad, Visoki Breg in Poljska Rzana, Cesma in Crno-
kliste and Seliste in Velika Lukanja.

The investigations conducted along the E-80 mo-
torway route, in the territory of Bela Palanka, included
the sites of Belavina, Seliste and Crkviste in the village
of Sinjac, as well as Kladenciste in Spaj, whereas the
sites of Turske Bare in Ponor, Romanija in Bele Vode
and Donja Pecina in Ostrovica, situated on the border
of this municipality and Si¢evo, were previously
explored.

The map of the central NiSava Valley, in the area
stretching from Si¢evo Gorge to Dimitrovgrad (Map 1),
shows a dense distribution of settlements, positioned on

Fig. 1. Sinjac Polje site
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slightly sloped, terraced elevations, mainly representing
protection from flooding of the Nisava river and its tri-
butaries. The sites of Barje, Vlasi, Grapa, Gnjilan, Pobi-
jeni Kamnik, Konopiste, Turske Bare, Seliste in Velika
Lukanja, Crnokliste, Sinjac and Kladenciste belong to
a group of an open lowland settlement type.

In the vicinity of the village of Sinjac, three sites
were explored — Seliste, Crkviste” and Belavina,!?
extending in a southeast-northwest direction, covering
an area of about 5 ha (Fig. 1). They possess a multicul-
tural stratigraphy, from the Middle Neolithic (Star¢evo),
Late Copper Age (Kostolac culture), Early and Late Iron
Age to the Middle Ages. During the Early Iron Age, a
large sepulchral complex emerged here. It is important
to highlight that the deposits, resulting from the force
of devastating floods (probably caused by the collapse
of the natural dam at the Zavoj lake) and erosion, are
clearly distinguishable in the stratigraphy of these sites.
An approximately 1 m tall drift of the secondarily depo-
sited finds of pottery and daub, formed above the subsoil,

SI3 &1y
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Fig. 2. Belavina site

Ca. 2. Jlokaauimein Beaasuna

best testifies to the intense erosion that this area was
exposed to in the Middle Neolithic.

At the site of Crkviste, in trench 1, three pits filled
with fragments of pots and pithoi were noted, which are
believed to have served the function of storing grain
(P1. VI/6,7, 8, 10). In recent times, however, there have
been other opinions that interpret them in three ways: as
being residential, economic (storerooms)'! or used for
cult purposes. The conical section of pit 1 excludes the
possibility that it represents a residential dugout (Fig.
12). The baked and stone lined base in the central part,
along with a structure resembling an oven calotte in
section, might suggest that this was some sort of smoke-
house for curing meat, since numerous animal bones
were detected in the same place. A feature of an identi-
cal shape was discovered at Koprivlen and, according
to the authors of the research, had a cult role.!2 Pit 2, in
trench 1 at Crkviste, is assumed to have possibly been
used for storing provisions, whereas pit 4, of a conical
section, is also believed to represent a cult pit. Although,
in recent times, identical features in the territory of
Bulgaria have mainly been defined as cult pits, silo pits
for storing provisions are a common occurrence in the
Danube and Morava valleys, indicating the orientation
of the prehistoric communities towards agriculture.!3
Their position should also be taken into consideration
as they were most frequently located away from the
centres of settlements, as is the case with the pit which
was situated in the apse of the basilica at Kladenciste
(Fig. 5). Allarge number of pits from Crnokliste will be
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discussed in more detail in other papers.'* Identical pit
structures were discovered at the sites of Meaniste and
Kovacke Njive near Vranje.!> The pit located in the
sacral complex at Belavina is assumed to have had a
cult character, since the fragments of an almost com-
plete, richly ornamented krater (P1. IV/7) were located
in all the excavated layers, from the top of the pit to its
bottom.

Some Early Iron Age settlements in the central
Nisava Valley were positioned on dominant hills, thus
it is not excluded that they were of a hill-fort type. Since
only a preliminary field survey was carried out, their
topographic features could point to the fact that the sites
of Kale in Jalbotina, Gradiste in Kamnik and Pirotski
Grad may have been hilltop fortifications. Cave settle-
ments in which Iron Age and Eneolithic habitation
horizons were noted are Senokoska, Petrlaska (Fig.
13a) and Donja Pecina in Ostrovica (Fig. 13b).

11" Jepruh 2010.

12 Bpyesa 2002, 116, ®ur. 77/4.

13 Jepruh 2011, 32, ci. 36.

14 The head of the field research in 2013 was P. Peji¢ from the
Ponisavlje Musem in Pirot, while the project leader of the rescue in-
vestigations was M. Blagojevi¢. During 2014, additional rescue inve-
stigations were conducted under the leadership of Dr. A. Bulatovic.

15 Several pits of a similar character were discovered in the
same area where the Early Bronze Age necropolis was located, which
was explored in the course of the rescue excavations conducted
along the E-75 motorway route during 2012; Bulatovic et al. 2014.
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Fig. 3. Seliste site, Tumulus 2,
Grave 4

Ca. 3. Ceauwinie, Tymya 2, ipob 4
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NECROPOLISES

In terms of the developed Iron Age in the NiSava
Valley, apart from the explored necropolises of Seliste
and Belavina, there are indications of at least two others.
At the site of Komje in the village of Drzina, on the left
bank of the Jerma river (Map 1/15), during the course
of the expansion of the local road, an inhumation grave
was discovered containing grave goods in the form of
poorly preserved and fragmented bronze artefacts, but-
tons, fibulae, bracelets, small tubes, loops and applica-
tions,'® which may belong to the Late Hallstatt period.
The information regarding the other potential necropo-
lis, located at the site of Poljska Rzana (Map 1/13), was
provided by R. Vasié. Specifically, it is an accidentally
discovered necropolis with cremated deceased, from
which a ceramic beaker decorated in the Basarabi style
and a stone axe are today in private ownership.!”

In the course of the rescue investigations along the
motorway route in the vicinity of the village of Sinjac,
three sepulchral features were discovered (Fig. 1, 2, 3,4).
At the site of Seliste, two tumuli!® with four inhumed
and twelve cremated deceased were explored, while two
devastated graves with two inhumed and four cremated
deceased were located at the adjacent site of Belavina.
Erosion, along with the long-term depositing of mate-
rial from a nearby hill, made these sepulchral features
invisible from the surface. The question remains as to
whether the dispersal of the mound happened over time,
which, based on analogies, is believed to have not ex-
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ceeded 1 m in height.!® This was probably the reason
for the graves being easily accessible to robbers. At the
site of Belavina, grave constructions of stone were
destroyed by deep ploughing, since they were situated
only about 30 cm below the surface.

Tumulus 1 (Fig. 4) at its base comprised a wide oval
ring in the form of stone paving of a N-S orientation,
encircling a square-based burial chamber (dimensions
6 x 6 m and 0.5 m wide), which contained two inhumed
deceased (graves 2 and 3) and an urn containing a cre-
mated deceased (urn 1). At the outer paving ring, there
were several ritually broken vessels underneath and
between the stones (Pl. V/3, 4, 6) and a subsequently
inhumed deceased, aged 20-24, with an approximate

16 Mani¢ 2010, 8-9.

17 Bacuh 1992.

18 Although there are no clear indications as to whether greater
amounts of soil had been heaped over the deceased in the form of a
burial mound, it has been decided to use the term “tumulus”, since
the strong effect of erosion could have caused the disappearance of
the original mound. On the other hand, in the older Vajuga—Pesak
necropolis, the deceased were lying on the platforms of stones,
directly below the surface. For this information we thank Dr. M. Jev-
ti¢ who had been surveying the necropolis prior to the systematic
excavations.

19° A similar situation was encountered at the necropolis of
Lugovi—Bent in Mojsinje where, in a tumulus less than 1 m in
height, the existence of three burial horizons from the Bronze and
Iron Age was noted. Kapuran took part in these investigations as a
member of the team.
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Fig. 4. Seliste site, Tumulus 1,
Graves 1-3, Urn 1 and incinerations 2—8

Ca. 4. Jloxanuieni Ceauwitie, Tymya 1,
ipobosu 1-3, kpemauyuje 2—8

iniceration 8 .

stature of 1.71 m (grave 1). The skeleton was in a supine
position, with an iron spear, a knife, a tool in the form
of an awl or a punch, a bronze fibula with a saddle-
shaped foot and a dual loop (or a distributor) with pro-
tomes discovered next to him (Fig. 6). In grave 2, in the
central part of the tumulus, a male individual of 18-20
years of age was buried, positioned supine and of a N-S
orientation. The anthropological analysis indicates that
this was a healthy man, next to whom were an iron spear,
a curved iron knife, a fragmented iron fibula with a
ribbed bronze cover, a small bronze tube (the lower part
of a spear) and, placed above his head, a single-eared
beaker (Fig. 7). Grave 3 belongs to a female of an appro-
ximate age of 30, orientated in the opposite direction
to the individual in grave 2, and whose grave, in our
opinion, could have been plundered at a later date
since her mandible was near the pelvis and the upper,
devastated part of the skeleton did not include any finds.
Near the legs, two bracelets made from a spirally twisted
bronze wire and a bronze loop with overlapping ends
were discovered (Fig. 8). Not far from her legs, an urn
covered with a stone was found, containing the remains
of a cremated deceased (urn 1) and a few animal bones.
Except for a few corroded metal objects of unknown
use, the content of the tumulus included a saltelon, a
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iniceration 6

iniceration 5

bronze double-shank pin and, situated on the stone ring,
a bronze La Téne fibula (PI. 1/6, 10, 12).

Under the stone paving (particularly on the periph-
ery) several areas were discovered, comprising black
soil, crushed pottery and burnt human bones (here-
inafter referred to as incinerations), which preceded
inhumations. In the process of removing the stone ring,
six such incinerations were noted (Fig. 4). Incineration
2 (urn 1 would represent incineration 1) (sq. 8-9) is
located on the far western edge of the stone construc-
tion and, within it, fragments of a large vessel with
tongue-like handles (which could not be reconstructed)
were discovered along with the cremated remains of an
individual. In the far southern part of the stone paving,
five other incinerations were detected, of which inci-
neration 3 (sq. 16) contained two individuals placed in
a large conical pot (Pl. V/7). Incinerations numbers 4
(sqg. 18), 5 (sq. 20) and 6 (sq. 36) each comprised a sin-
gle individual, whereas incinerations numbers 7 (sq. 37)
and 8 (western extension of trench 9) comprised two
individuals each. In incinerations numbers 4 and 5,
fragments of ceramic vessels (urns) were mixed with
the bones.

The central part of tumulus 2 (Fig. 3) comprised a
low wall (of only two stone courses) in the form of a
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Fig. 5. Spaj, Kladenciste site

Ca. 5. Hluaj, noxanuiiemi Knagenuuwiie
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rectangle (11 x 9 x 1.2 min size), enclosing the central
stone platform (2.7 x 2.8 m in size) on which a female
individual was lying (grave 4), with only a small num-
ber of bones preserved. Traces of an outer ring have
not been recorded around the stone construction as in
the case of tumulus 1. Furthermore, it is not sufficient-
ly clear whether the skeleton had been devastated by
erosion, an increased Ph value of the soil, a subsequent
grave robbery or perhaps a combination of all the fac-
tors listed. Nevertheless, apart from the skeleton, the
finds from the platform comprised an iron spear, a frag-
mented shank with a rivet (most likely from the spear),
a knife, a fibula and an iron buckle, a fragmented bow
of an iron fibula with a bronze cover and, at head
height, a ceramic beaker (Fig. 9). Outside the sacral
context, a fragmented fibula and a sharp profiled tip of
a small bronze object (perhaps an earring?) were dis-
covered (Pl. 1/4, 9).

At the adjacent site of Belavina (Fig. 2), within the
narrow route of a local road, an 8-m-long and 2-m-wide
pavement (or a wall) of a N—S orientation was discove-
red. On the eastern side of this structure, two destroyed
grave constructions with two inhumed and four crema-
ted deceased were noted. Skeletal fragments and pots-
herds, along with unburnt animal bones, were concen-
trated only in two small areas of black soil, between the
stones (features 2 and 6) (Fig. 10, 11), as was also the
case under the stone ring at Seliste. Unfortunately, recon-
struction of the original appearance of the constructions
that contained these incinerations was not possible. The
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only thing that can be stated with any certainty is that
outside the areas filled with black soil and stone, as
well as in the pit (feature 2), no pottery originating from
the Early Iron Age has been discovered.

MATERIAL CULTURE

Metal finds

The bronze sculpture of the “Blacksmith from Vra-
niste” represented the beginning of a new epoch in the
development of the Iron Age, which arrived in the Nisa-
va Valley after the collapse of the Urnfield cultural
complex. The Hallstatt C finds from this area can also
include an openwork cage pendant from around Dimi-
trovgrad,?” for which there are analogies in the “Mace-
donian Bronzes” and can be dated to the 7—6™ century
BC (PL. I72).

What represent culturally and chronologically clear-
ly determined finds discovered at Seliste are fibulae,
dual loops, double-shank pins, bracelets, saltelon and
iron weapons. The fibulae can be divided into three
groups. The first group comprises fragmented fibulae
with an iron core and a ribbed bronze cover. Taking
into account the entire corpus of finds from tumuli 1
and 2, it is believed that similar fibula bows (PL. I/3-5)

20 Mani¢ 2010, T. V/2.
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Fig. 6. Tumulus 1, Grave 1
Ca. 6. Tymya 1, ipo6 1 8
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may also have had a saddle-shaped rectangular foot. The
technique of combining iron and bronze represents the
continuation of the traditions characteristic of Hallstatt
C. The bronze fibula with a saddle-shaped foot, of the
Marvinci—-Gogosu type, has numerous analogies in the
vast area stretching from Donja Dolina,?! to Grivac and
Slaniste in the Morava Valley,?? Arilje in the west,?3
south,?* Ferigile25 in the north and Gradec, near Vidin,20
in the north-east. All of these are roughly dated to the
61/5™ century BC. However, the bronze dual loops with
protomes found in the vast area extending from Trebe-
nista,?’ through Salakovac,?® to Thracian-Scythian
graves in Bulgaria?® and to the Romanian Banat can
also be dated to the 5" century BC.3? Some authors are
of the opinion that these loops had been attached to the
funerary shroud of the deceased,3! while others believe
that they represented pre-monetary means of payment.3?

The double-shank pin with a head shaped like the
letter “M”, of Trebenista type,3> recovered from the
centre of tumulus 1, is associated with Greek influences
and it has numerous analogies from Donja Dolina,3*
Gosinja Planina on Glasinac,> across Pecka Banja,
Novi Pazar,37 Krsevica,3® Hisar,? Kaldrma,*® Trebe-
nista*! and the necropolis of Signal near Svrljig.*? The
small bronze tube with a rivet, decorated with ribbing,
has its closest analogies with the finds from Trebeni-
sta*3 and the peripheral tumulus in Atenica, and is con-
sidered to represent the lower part of a spear handle,
the so-called butt.** It is also interesting to mention a
find of a circular iron buckle with four “eyelets” made
of white glass paste, from the grave in tumulus 2, iden-
tical to a surface find from Pecine near Kostolac.*>

Bracelets made of a spirally twisted bronze wire
represent common finds at the Basarabi necropolises in
the north,*® Suva Reka near Gevgelija in the south,*’
and Rogatica (Glasinac) in the west.*8

The La Tene bronze fibula “with a small paw” from
tumulus 1, which does not belong to the Early Iron Age
burial context, is dated to the 2"¢ century BC and has
numerous analogies at sites in the Danube Valley, Ko-
stolac,*® Gomolava and Sur¢in.>0

Prior to the discovery of the necropolis at Sinjac,
burials with iron weapons in eastern Serbia had been
noted only at the Vajuga—Pesak necropolis in Korbovo,
which is chronologically older.”! Compared to the area
here presented, there are more necropolises of this type
in the Danube Valley and, accordingly, R. Vasic chose
to focus on a separate group of necropolises of the
Vajuga—Moldova type, since biritual burials had also
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been practised at Moldova.>? Iron weapon finds from
Sinjac have numerous analogies, with the spindle-sha-

ped iron spear with a rib, from grave 2 in tumulus 1,
resembling spears from Ravni Lug in Pilatoviéi,>
Basarabi,>* Krivodol,>> Nevestino near Kyustendil*®
and Govedarnik near Knjazevac.3” The iron spear of a
rhomboid cross-section (Fig. 6/1) bears a resemblance
to spears from the necropolises of Tri Celjusti,’® Donja
Toponica,59 Romaja,60 Seliste,®! Govedarnik®? and Sveti

Gajevi at Mihailov Ponor.%® The iron spear with a long
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Fig. 7. Tumulus 1, Grave 2

Ca. 7. Tymya 1, ipob 2
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conical shank and a somewhat shorter spindle-shaped
blade with a pronounced rib (Fig. 9/1) has analogies at
the necropolises of Basarabi,® Beli Izvor in Vratsa,®
Ploesti,% Gradiste on the Juhor mountain in the Mora-
va Valley,67 Arareva Gomila on Glasinac,°® Mihailov
Ponor® and Razana.”®

Iron knives are present in all the graves with weap-
ons at Sinjac. The curved, single-edged knife (Fig. 7/3)
with a short blade and an unpreserved tang, most
closely resembles the finds from grave 3 at the necro-
polis of Vajuga,”! grave 58 at Doroslov,’> Mihailov
Ponor’? and the Ferigile necropolis.”* The single-edged
knife (Fig. 6/4) with a curved handle and one preserved
rivet is similar to finds from Glasinac,”> Juhor,’® Velika
Krsna,”’ Ferigile,78 Basarabi,”® Balta Verde,3 Telesti-
Drigoiesti,®! Krivodol®2 and Rudeni.®? The single-edged
knife with a straight body and a wide tang is one of a rare
type, with its closest analogies found at Zlotska Pecina.34

Based on the reconstruction of the funerary ritual,
the incinerations from the necropolis at Belavina justi-
fiably seem to be concurrent with the earlier phase of
the necropolis at Seliste. The role of the long stone
paving, which is on the western side of this sepulchral
complex, still remains insufficiently clear. What can
only be claimed with any certainty is that the pit near
feature 6 (Fig. 2) most probably had a cult character,
since the fragments of the ceramic krater were discov-
ered in all levels from the top of the pit to its bottom.
It can also be asserted that ceramic beakers and bowls
decorated with a false cord, stamping in the form of an
“S” spiral and concentric circles or triangles could have
also represented ritually broken vessels (P1. IV/1-6).

Other finds that chronologically belong to the Late
Hallstatt comprise a bead of yellow glass paste with four
pairs of blue eyes (PL. 1/7), for which there are numerous
analogies from Mihailov Ponor,% Stubarlija,¢ Donja
Dolina®” and Gorni Pol near Stip,38 a saltelon of spi-
rally twisted wire (P1. 1/10), also common at a number
of necropolises from all stages of the Early Iron Age, a
bronze prong with its head shaped like a rhombus and
of a square cross-section (P1. I/9) and a bronze bead (P1.
1/8). The iron buckle with reinforcement in the form of
a rib in the centre (Pl. I/11) most closely resembles a
buckle from Kopana Glavica,® although it also has cer-
tain analogies with an exclusive find of a gold-plated
buckle from the princely grave in Velika Krsna.””

Ceramic Finds
The Middle and Late Hallstatt ceramic production at
the sites in the central Nisava Valley is primarily divided
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into stratigraphically reliable finds that are obtained from
archaeological investigations, and those gathered in the
course of field surveys or brought into the museum by
the finder. The first group comprises finds from Pirot-
ski Grad (PI. 11/12-20), Crnokliste (P1. IIT), Belavina
(P1. 1IV), Seliste in Sinjac (Pl. V), Crkviste in Sinjac
(PL. VI), Kladenciste (P1. VII), Petrlaska Pec¢ina (PI.
VIII) and Donja Pecina (P1. IX) and, accordingly, have
priority over the other group.

Although the majority of forms are familiar, there
are some less well known ceramic forms as well. The
basic pottery types of the Basarabi complex in our ter-
ritory, elaborated on by M. Jevti¢,’! represent shallow
and deep cups, conical bowls, bowls with an inverted
rim, S-profiled bowls, beakers, pitchers, amphorae, pots,
pithoi, tripod stands and lids. As will be shown, some
types are combined regarding their appearance and
production method, indicating characteristics of two or
more types. A small number of ceramic forms belong
to pottery manufactured based on Greek models.

Cups are not chronologically sensitive finds unless
they are ornamented, but can be roughly grouped as
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Fig. 8. Tumulus 1, Grave 3 and Urn 1

Ca. 8. Tymya 1, ipob 3 u ypna 1
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those with a shallow or deep recipient, i.e. of a conical or
spherical cross-section. A rare example is a fragment
of arim with a handle decorated with “S” stamping and
a white incrustation, from Petrlaska Pec¢ina (P1. VIII/5).
Conical bowls appear in far fewer numbers than bowls
with an inverted rim (P1. 1I/14; P1. VII/4), although the
principal problem when interpreting their real function
is the fragmented state of the finds (especially where the
bottom is missing) since certain conical forms may also
represent lids (PL. ITI/1; PL. VI/2; PL. VII/4). In the Nisa-
va Valley, this simplest form of bowl is decorated by im-
pressing, fluting and applying horn-shaped protomes.

Conical bowls with an inverted rim are usually the
most common type of ceramic finds at Early Iron Age
sites. They differ in the manner in which the rim is sha-
ped and in the protomes, handles and decoration. The
most prevalent type has a clearly defined inverted rim
(P1.11/2, 8,9, 12; P1. 11I/2, 3; P1. IV/2; P1. V/1; P1. VI/1,
2; P1. VII/2, 3; P1. VIII/3, 4; P1. IX/1-5). The flat topped
rim is somewhat rare (P1. II/1; P1. IV/1), whereas the
least frequent type has a slightly bevelled rim (P1. 11/5;
PI. VII1/2). S-profiled bowls represent a rare type of find
in the territory of the central Nisava Valley and appear
only in one instance at Crkviste (Pl. VI/4), Belavina
(PL. TV/4) and Crnokliste (P1. I1I/18). Conical cups are
common finds, but they are not chronologically sensi-
tive enough to devote attention to. The ornamentation
is reduced to a few basic forms of decoration: faceting,
impressing, stamping and the application of a white in-
crustation. Faceting or, more specifically, the horizon-
tal and oblique cutting of the surface around the open-
ing (P1. II/4; P1. V/1; P1. IX/2, 3), is further accentuated
by an impressed ornament in the form of a false cord
(PL 11/5, 9, 11; P1. I1I/4). The stamping of a row of “S”
motifs (PL. II/8, 9; P1. IV/2; P1. VI/1; PlL. VIII/1-4), a
row of triangles that form a strip (P1. II/12, 14; P1. VII/3),
concentric circles (Pl1. II/5), circles connected with obli-
que tangents (PI. II/1) and a tremolo pattern (PI. 11/13;
Pl. VII/2) are characteristic of decoration within the
Basarabi cultural circle. Bowls can also contain com-
binations of all the listed decorating techniques. The
most interesting example of ornamenting is a stylised
“swastika”, executed using a technique of pricking the
interior of a bowl (P1. V/1).

In terms of the diversity of forms and decorations,
beakers represent the most attractive ceramic finds that
can be encountered at Early Iron Age settlements and ne-
cropolises. They appear in several variants and a range
of sizes. The most richly decorated are the single-eared
beakers found near the head of the deceased and amongst
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the contents in both tumuli 1 and 2 (Fig. 7/1; Fig. 9/4;
PI. V/2). Their rims are slanted and bellies pronounced,
with miniature horn-shaped protomes applied (P1. V/2).
The other types of beakers have a slightly rounded
cross-section (Pl. V/4), a pronounced conical neck (Pl.
I11/6, 7) and a sharp biconical profile (Pl. 1I/3). The
ornamental techniques of decorating the beakers from
tumuli 1 and 2 show that they were probably made by
the same hand, and are decorated with horn-shaped
applications, while the hatched strips and garlands were
executed using tremolo, along with an “S” stamping in
a horizontal row (Fig. 7/1; Fig. 9/4). On the beaker
from Poljska Rzana, the techniques of false cord, a row
of “S” stamps, impressed concentric circles and fluting
were combined (PI. 1I/3), and a similar technique is
repeated on the beaker from Crnokliste (PI. I11/8). The
handles of the beakers exceed the level of the rim and
are mainly decorated with fluting (P1. I11/9, 11), stamp-
ing (P1. 1I/3; P1. VI/13; PI. VII/10), the application of a
white incrustation and a motif of a series of hatched
rhombi (PI. I11/10), hatched triangles (P1. VI/14) and a
false cord (P1. VII/8). One small beaker is ornamented
solely by a technique of incising hatched strips and
hatched hanging triangles (Pl. I1I/8), while another by
a double, incised strip and circular punctures with a
white incrustation (P1. V/3).

Pitchers are also rare among the finds of Iron Age
ceramic production and are represented by an example
with a sharp profile from Crkviste (P1. VI/3), decorated
with tremolo, and one from Seliste (P1. V/8), with pun-
ctured volutes accompanied by oblique flutes, and re-
present a unique style of ornamentation in this region.

Amphorae are the most lavishly decorated ceramics
even though they are not strictly typologically defined,
with classifications varying widely from author to author.
In this paper, amphorae represent vessels of a biconical
form with a widely everted rim, narrow neck, shoulders
of a wide diameter and a narrow bottom. In some cases
this type overlaps and converts into pithoi, given their
large dimensions and utilitarian or sacral function which
they are assumed to have performed. Based on size, they
can be classified into a group of smaller (P1. 111/13; P1.
1V/3, 5; PL. VII/6) or larger dimensions (P1. 11I/14, 16,
17; PL. V/6; P1. VIII/7). Both groups can, in some way,
be associated with the sacral complexes at Seliste and
Belavina (PIL. IV/3, 5). The miniature amphorae from
Belavina are decorated with a combination of a false
cord and impressed triangles and, at Crnokliste, with an
incised strip with hatched triangles and a false cord (PI.
I1I/13). The larger ones are more modestly decorated,
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Fig. 9. Tumulus 2, Grave 1

Ca. 9. Tymya 2, ipo6 1
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displaying a false cord and a roughened neck (PI. 111/14,
16). The urn with a cremated deceased, from tumulus 1,
although lacking its rim, represents the most interesting
example of combining fluting, tremolo and the stamp-
ing of concentric circles (Fig. 7/4). Forms typologically
indistinguishable from pithoi are biconical amphorae
with a distinctly pronounced belly and very thin walls
(P1. 1II/15; PL. VI/10, 11; PL. VIII/6).

Pots are the most common and also the most diver-
se type of finds besides bowls. In the whole territory of
the Balkans during the Early Iron Age, they appear in
several basic types: conical (P1. V/7, 9; P1. IX/8), conical
with an inverted rim (P1. V/10), with a pronounced belly
(P1. IV/8; PL. VI/5, 8), inverted bell-shaped (P1. V1/6, 7;
PIL. VII/S; PIL. IX/9) and biconical pots with a widely
everted rim. Their dimensions vary, ranging from mini-
ature, of about only 15 cm (P1. IX/9) to 0.5 m in height
(PL. V/7; P1. VI/6-8). The ornamentation is reduced to
applying strips decorated with imprints made by a finger
(PL. TII/21) or a tool (PI. I11/20), incising notches and
cross-hatching (P1. III/19; Pl. IX/9). Some examples,
on their upper segments, have radially arranged spool-
shaped handles (Pl. V/7, 10; P1.7/5), between which
circular indentations are impressed, or a strip with cir-
cular indentations applied. In some cases, in addition
to the pair of spool-shaped handles, they are decorated
with crescent handles (P1. V/9, 10; P1. IX/9).

Tripod stands also represent a regular item of inven-
tory at Early Iron Age settlements and necropolises,
and serve a double function, i.e. being used in houses for
heating rooms, or for certain metallurgical processes.
A large number of them have been discovered in pits at
Sinjac, Crnokliste and Kladenciste (P1. VI/9), mostly
as lower segments with characteristically circular per-
forations.

Pottery patterned on Greek models represents the
last type. Only two examples from this group have
been noted at Sinjac, and are associated with some cult
activities performed during burials. The krater discove-
red in the cult pit near the graves at Belavina is deco-
rated with a false cord and “S” stamps (Pl. IV/7). The
other vessel was scattered amongst the stones of the ring
of tumulus 1. Its upper part with the rim is missing and
it had two horizontal handles with three protomes each
(PL. V/5). The analogies for this type of vessel can be
found at the Varvara necropolis in Skopje and Sopot
near Veles,”? at Seuthopolis,93 as well as the Zimnicea
necropolis.”*

An interesting find is a serrated tool used for deco-
rating ceramic vessels (Pl. VI/12). These tools are a
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common find at sites in Serbia,®> which indicates the
existence of the development of local ceramic produc-
tion in settlements.

Judging by the shapes of the vessels and their orna-
mentation, it can be concluded that Early Iron Age
ceramic production at the sites in the central NiSava
Valley mostly dates from the time of the dominant Ba-
sarabi cultural complex. For a more accurate cultural
and chronological determination, the influences com-
ing from several directions, the Morava Valley, the Da-
nube Valley, Bulgaria, Oltenia and the Vardar Valley,
would have to be taken into account. Given the numer-
ous parallels that were characteristic of the finds from
the Danube Valley, the Morava Valley and Bulgaria, an
opinion was formed that there had been a certain cul-
tural unity during the second half of the 7t and most of
the 6 century BC.?® For some elements of the decora-
tion, such as those seen on the beaker from tumulus 1
(P1. V/3), analogies can be found in the remote sub-
Alpine region of Dolenjska®’ and Bela Krajina.

M. Garasanin held that the Basarabi cultural group
in the territory of the central Morava Valley had been
developing in two phases (Iron Age Ila and IIb) which
are differentiated based on the manner of decoration
and, more specifically, that the tremolo decoration do-
minates in the younger phase.”® The single-eared
beakers found in the tumuli at Seliste (Fig. 7/1; Fig.
9/4) may even speak of the recurrences that extend into
the beginning of the 5 century BC, as evidenced by
some metal finds in the graves. What stems from this
is that there are certain discrepancies in the chronolog-
ical determinations of the cultural movements in the
Early Iron Age in the central Balkans. To date, beakers
decorated with a combination of “S” stamping and
tremolo have either not been found in the Morava
Valley, or very little is known of them.?® The mixing of
decorating styles which originate from neighbouring
areas in the Balkans is reflected in the ceramic pro-
duction. Only by form, not decoration, do these beakers
have the most similarities with Crnokalacka Bara,!00
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Fig. 10. Belavina site, Grave 1 (Feature 2)
Ca. 10. Beaasuna, ipob 1 (objexaii 2)

Panjevacki Rit,'%! Dubi¢ in Volkovo,!9? as well as with
Bosut.!% A rare shape of beaker handle from Kladen-
ciste (PL. VII/9) is identical to the handles from Panje-
vacki Rit'%* and Crvene Livade.'

Decorating with impressed concentric circles con-
nected by tangents and “S” stamps, arrived from the
territory of Bulgaria, in the region of the Stara Planina
mountain range,'% and is believed to have reached the
central Morava Valley from Pseni¢evo towards the end
of Tron Age 1.197 An almost identical motif, with local
differences, appears on pottery of the Babadag type.!%8
The ceramic finds decorated with tremolo represent an
additional problem, since this manner of decorating
occurs in the territory of Bulgaria together with im-
pressed circles, while this is not the case in the Morava
Valley. On the urn from tumulus 1 at Seliste, the tongue-
like handles are surrounded by concentric flutings and
triple tremolo lines, with concentric circles impressed
between them (Fig. 7/4), which bears a resemblance to the
older finds from Pseni¢evo and the Sakar mountain.'%®
The closest analogies for deformed urns of large dimen-
sions (PL. V/6) are observed in the Thracian traditions of
the Late Hallstatt necropolis of Ravna,'!? as well as at
Mokranjske Stene in north-eastern Serbia.!!! In contrast,
richly ornamented urns — pithoi, from the pits at Crkvi-
ste (P1. VI/10, 11), have characteristics reminiscent of
decorating associated with the Gava cultural influences,
and analogies exist on the pottery from horizon III at
Telak,"12 the “Somotor” type finds from Sumen, Sava,!!3
Babadag!!* and Ostrovo.!!5

The influences of further accentuating flutings using
a false cord on the bowls with an inverted rim most like-

Fig. 11. Belavina site, Grave 2 (Feature 6)

Ca. 11. Beaasuna, ipob 2 (objexaii 6)

ly arrived from the South Morava Valley and northern
Macedonia (Pl. II/5, 9; PL. 111/2, 4, 5), although it is also
characteristic of the classical phase of the Basarabi cul-
ture.!1® Analogies exist at Krsevica,!!” Kacipup,'!® Pe-
lince,!'® in Kumanovo and Varvara.!20 The beaker from
Crnokliste, decorated with incised, hatched and elon-
gated hanging triangles, also indicates the influences
from the south (Pl. III/8), best illustrated by a beaker
which was located near the legs of the deceased in a

grave at Kunovo Cuka.'?! These influences recur at
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Fig. 12. Crkviste site, Pit 1

Ca. 12. Lpxeuwiie, Jama 1

nearly all sites of the central Nisava Valley, where the
fluted bowls are decorated with a combination of a
false cord (Falschschnur) and “S” stamps.

The influences of the east Serbian Zlot group can be
seen in the decoration of beakers and pots. In pots, they
are represented by the motif of incised cross-hatching
(PL. 1II/19; PL. VII/7; PI. IX/9), impressed triangles (P1.
I11/20), crescent shaped handles (P1. V/9, 10), etc.!22 This
is also the case with the rare finds of the sharp-profiled
beakers with a widely everted rim (P1. ITI/7)'23 which,
according to M. Jevti¢, represent characteristic finds of
the post-Basarabi period.!2*

A single find of a La Tene fibula in tumulus 1 at
Sinjac, for which there is no clear explanation as to how
it came to be in this context, chronologically corresponds
to ceramic finds from the younger strata of Donja Peci-
na in Ostrovica (Fig. 13b). These ceramic finds, along
with the fibula, belong to the 2" century BC.

BURIALS

The rescue archaeological investigations which had
to be conducted within the strict confines of the E-80
motorway route are the main cause of partially obtain-
ed (incomplete) information regarding the burial ritual
at the aforementioned necropolises. Prior to these
investigations, only Vajuga—Pesak near Korbovo!2> and
Signal near Svrljig!?® were known in the entire area of
eastern Serbia. It has been determined that the necro-
polis at Vajuga is older than Sinjac, while certain ele-
ments suggest that the Signal necropolis could possibly
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even be concurrent (the “omega” double-shank pin),
although the ceramic finds and the burial ritual indi-
cate a greater influence of the older traditions of the
Kalakaca—Insula Banului cultural complex, which the
authors of the research interpret as a reflection of the
conservative views of the communities in this marked-
ly mountainous region.

For now, certain architectural elements of the sacral
features at Seliste and Belavina do not have analogies
in the territory of Serbia.!?” The constructions of the
“burial chambers” or the rectangular stone constructions
in the central part of the tumulus (Fig. 3, 4) represent
one of the rare customs for which there are analogies in
the north, in the Carpathian Basin, i.e. Kaptol-Cemerni-
ca (tumuli XI and XII) and Siitt6,'28 or Kunovo Cuka
in the valley of the Bregalnica river'2” and Dabici!3? in
the south. At the aforementioned necropolises in Pan-
nonia, the entranceways, dromoi, are characteristic of
these kinds of grave chambers where, exclusively, cre-
mated deceased were interred.!3! It can be assumed
that the rectangular “burial chambers” at Seliste may
have represented a kind of substitute for cists, only
larger in size, which further emphasised the status of
the deceased. By analysing the elements of the burials
at Kunovo Cuka, it can be concluded that the kinship
between the deceased is probably underlined by their
burials in a separate space. The stone ring (or paving)
from tumulus 1, being of a more oval than a circular
form, represents a unique example in Serbia. The paving
in the form of a wall, which was located right next to
the graves at the Belavina necropolis (Fig. 2), is also a
unique element of the sacral architecture in this region.

The biritual burial practice in tumulus 1 at Sinjac
cannot be disputed since the stratigraphy indicates only
one subsequent burial (grave 1). Consequently, there is
no evidence that urn 1 with a cremated deceased could
have been buried at a later date, which means that the
deceased in graves 2 and 3 were buried at the same time
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as the deceased from urn 1. The beakers located above
the heads of the deceased (graves 2 and 4) represent a
deviation from the known funerary traditions, while urn
1 was located directly next to the legs of the deceased
without weapons in grave 3. It should be particularly
stressed that in the area extending from western Serbia
to western Bulgaria, only a small number of necropo-
lises and isolated burials from the Late Hallstatt are
known to date. From the Carpathian Basin, through the
Danube Valley (Ferigile) and the Morava Valley (Moj-
sinje, Atenica, Ljuljaci,!3? Mala Krsna'33) to Kosovo
(Romaja), the cremation of the deceased was most com-
monly practised. The biritual burial represents an extre-
mely rare instance. There are two viewpoints with regard
to this type of ritual practice. While some consider it to
be of Thracian influences (who Herodotus also claims
buried and cremated with an equal frequency), others
are of the opinion that the Illyrian traditions influenced
the indigenous population.!3* It is also believed that
between the 8 and 7" century BC, in the southern re-
gions of Romania, inhumations were predominantly
practised,!33 but later it was the exclusive privilege of
the aristocracy. D. Srejovi¢ was of the opinion that the
analysis of the funerary rituals could demonstrate some
degree of relatedness between the Dardanians, Triballi
and Moesians and the Pannonians in the north, as well as
the Paeonians, Macedonians and Greeks in the south. 3¢
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Fig. 13. a) Petrlaska cave (profile of trench 1);
b) Donja cave (profile of trench 1)

Ca. 13. a) Hempaawka ehiuna (ipodua conge 1);
b) Howa tehuna (apogua conge 1)

All of this further points to the fact that our knowledge
of the ethno-cultural characteristics of Early Iron Age
communities is still insufficiently clear. The only
example of a biritual burial in the Morava Valley is
mound V at Mojsinje near Cacak. During the Early Iron
Age, in the location of a tumulus of the Hiigelgriber
culture, a necropolis with inhumed and cremated de-
ceased was established.!3”

The groups with partially burnt human bones that
were located directly beneath the stone ring of tumulus
1 testify, for now, to a rare example of this kind of bur-
ial practice at the necropolises in Sinjac. Several areas
of black (burnt) soil were noted, containing the partial
remains of one or two buried individuals together with,
occasionally, unburnt animal bones. In some cases, a
large number of fragmented vessels, which could not
be fully reconstructed, were located next to the skeletal
remains. These groups of finds were denominated as
incinerations, and are located based on the excavation

132 Cpejosuh 1991, Co1. 1 1 2.

133 Karuh 2013.

134 CpejoBuh 1979, 80; Tapamanun 1988, 74, 75.
135 Serbu 2003, 145.

136 Cpejosuh 1979, 82.

137 Hukurosuh et al. 2002, 42-45.
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grid.!38 The general characteristics of these incinera-
tions are elaborated on in the anthropological section
of this paper.

At the necropolis of Belavina, in feature 2, the cre-
mated remains of a female and a child were detected,
along with a number of unburnt animal bones, while
feature 6 contained a total of four middle-aged indivi-
duals, i.e. two inhumed and two cremated. The contexts
of the finds show that the burials at Belavina are iden-
tical to the group of incinerations discovered beneath
the ring of tumulus 1 at Seliste. Had the incinerations
been performed immediately prior to the construction
of the tumulus, they could represent some kind of pre-
paration for the burial of prominent members of the
community, who were inhumed along with weapons.
Further analyses of the human remains may possibly
additionally indicate the kinship of the deceased buried
in this sacral complex.

The custom of laying the deceased onto a platform
of stones (tumulus 2) has its closest analogies at the
Vajuga—Pesak necropolis, with the biritual burials show-
ing that the communities, during the Late Hallstatt, were
gradually switching to cremating the deceased, which
can be linked to both Thracian and Illyrian influences.'3°
The role of the “wall”, or the stone paving, for which
there are analogies at Koprivlen (the southern sacral
complex) remains the biggest enigma.'*? Although
there is no clear evidence confirming this, it can be
assumed that the stone paving could have had the role
of a ceremonial path leading through the sepulchral
complex. Along with the human remains, a large num-
ber of unburnt bones of an ox, deer, pig and possibly an
ass were discovered at Belavina.'4! Based on the traces
of subsequent gnawing, it can be surmised that these
were pieces of meat from funeral repasts, which could
have been shallowly buried, most likely together with
the cremated deceased (the degree of devastation does
not allow this to be completely asserted). Finds of animal
bones at Early Iron Age necropolises have been noted
in the collective tombs at Gomolava, with a species of
an ox, deer and dog having been identified.!#?

ANTHROPOLOGICAL ANALYSIS

The methodology of the anthropological analyses
conducted on the human remains at the necropolises of
Sinjac includes five categories proposed by Z. Mikic.!43
Based on this scheme, category I comprises complete,

well-preserved skeletons; category I —incomplete, well-
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preserved skeletons; category III — moderately preserved
skeletons; category IV — partially preserved skeletons,
while category V comprises poorly preserved skeletons.
Sex determination on the skeletal material of juvenile
and adult individuals was conducted using a combina-
tion of morphological and metrical methods. Particular
attention was paid to the morphological elements of the
skull, mandible and pelvis.!** Based on the obtained
metrical elements, calculated indices are presented in
tables, separately for each grave (Tables 2 and 3). Indi-
vidual age was determined based on the degree of
obliteration of the cranial sutures,'* the change on the
occlusal surface of the dental material with the nume-
rical classification of the attrition of the upper surface
of all teeth in relation to age,'*® and morphological
changes on the joint surface of the pubic symphysis.'4’
At the necropolises of Sinjac, 26 epigenetic variations
on the cranial and 11 on the postcranial part of the
skeleton were analysed.!*® The stature of juvenile and
adult individuals was calculated based on standardised
formulae.!*° The analysis of the burnt human osteologi-
cal material included the recording of the types of cracks
formed on bones during the process of burning on the
funeral pyre and the occurrence of an abnormal bone
curvature.!>® The degree of oxidation of the organic
material in bones, i.e. the temperature of burning on
the pyre, was determined using a macroscopic method,
based on the colour of the bones.!>!

138 Sq. 8-9 contained a single individual, sq. 16 — two indivi-
duals, sq. 18 — two adult female individuals and a foetus, sq. 20 —a
male individual, over 50 years of age, sq. 36 — a single individual,
sq. 37 — an inhumed and a cremated individual and, in the western
extension, an inhumed male and a cremated female individual.

139 M. Garasanin links it to the Paeonians and Dardanians;
Tapamanun 1988, 74, 75.

140 TTenes 2002, 99-101, ®ur. 71.

141 The analyses of the zooarchaeological remains were con-
ducted by Stefan Milosevi¢c MA.

142 Tasi¢ 1972, 32.

143 Miki¢ 1978, 9.

144 Ferembach et al. 1980, 519—527; Buikstra, Ubelaker 1994,
15-21; Bass 1995, 84-85.

145 vallois 1937.

146 Lovejoy 1985.

147 Todd 1920, 285-334; idem. 1921a; idem. 1921b.

Hauser, De Stefano 1989; Bypuh-Cpejuh 1995, 238-260.

149 Trotter, Gleser 1952.

150 Helgar 1984, 148—158; Krogman, Iscan 1986.

151 Shipman et al. 1984, 307-325; Holden et al. 1995, 24-45;
Mays 1998, 217.
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MUSKI
POL

INDIVIDUALNA
STAROST
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ZENSKI
POL

NEUTVRDEN

POL UKUPNO

fetus

NB - 0,5 roguna
0,5 -1 romuna
1,5 — 2 rooquna
2,5 — 3 roguHa
3,5 — 4 roguHa

INFANS I

4,5 — 5 ronuHa
5,5 — 6 roguHa
6,5 — 7 ronguHa
7,5 — 8 ronuHa
8,5 — 9 romuHa
9,5 — 10 roguna
10,5 — 11 ropuna
11,5 — 12 roguna
12,5 — 13 roguna
13,5 — 14,5 roguna
HEITO3HATA CTAPOCT

YKYTIAH BPOJ IEYMINX
VHIVBUIIYA

JUVENILIS I ( 15-18 ropuna )
JUVENILIS II ( 19-22 ropuna )
ADULTUS I ( 23-30 rogusa )
ADULTUS II ( 31-40 roguna )
MATURUS I ( 41-50 ropuHa )
MATURUS II ( 51-60 roguna)
SENILIS I ( 61-70 ronuHa )
SENILIS II ( 71 v Buie roguna )
HEITO3HATA CTAPOCT

YKYITAH BPOJ JYBEHUJIHMX
U OOPACIIMX MHOVBUYA
UKUPAN BROJ

INDIVIDUA

INFANS II

12

11 20

13 22

Table 1. Sex and age structure of individuals

Tabena 1. Hoana u cuiapocna CPYKmypa UHgueugya

The anthropological analysis included the skeletal
remains of 22 individuals, 10 of which belong to inhu-
med (45.45%) and 12 to cremated deceased (54.55%)
(Table 1). Sex determination was possible on the ske-
letal remains of nine individuals (40.91% of cases).
Male morphological characteristics and metrical values
relate to the remains of three individuals (13.64%),
whereas the skeletons of six individuals are female
(27.27%). Sex could not be determined in 13 cases
(59.09%). The remains of two individuals correspond
to children (9.09%). The skeletons of two individuals
belong to juveniles (9.09%), while the remaining 18
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skeletons are associated with adults (81.82%). The
mortality rate is most pronounced in adult individuals
(aged 23-40). Due to the decomposition of the long
bones of the upper and lower limbs, stature could be
calculated only in the case of the deceased from grave
1. These are the remains of an adult male, with a stature
of 171 £4 cm.

The poor preservation of the bones precluded the
building of a comprehensive picture with regard to the
population’s health status, since paleopathological
changes could also be observed only on the skeletal
remains of the inhumed individual in grave 1.
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Epigenetic characteristics were perceived on the
skeletons of three individuals (13.64%). From a total
of 37 observed epigenetic characteristics, only three re-
late to the cranial part of skeleton: sutura supranasalis
(the individual buried in grave 3), sulci frontales (the
individual buried in grave 1) and ossa suturae lambdoi-
deae (the individuals buried in graves 1 and 2).

Markers of occupational stress, in the form of hyper-
trophy of the muscle and ligament attachment points
and the presence of “squatting” facets, are visible on the

KPAHUJAJTHA

CKEJIET I'po6 1 I'po0 3
MAHIWBYJIA

uHgexc

pobycHocTiu eaa 41,38 46,15
Mangubyae

UHGeKC IpaHe 44,26 )
Mangubyae

(ponito- 116,48

Mangubyaapuu eypu- -
UHGEKC MaHIUOyJIapHU

Table 2. Indices on the cranial skeleton

Tabeaa 2. Hugekcu Ha KpanujaaHom ckeaeuty
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remains of three individuals (13.64%). Due to the high
degree of decomposition of the osteological material,
it was impossible to accurately reconstruct the physical
activities these individuals were engaged in during life.

The analysis of the cremated remains has led to se-
veral conclusions. First of all, it should be mentioned
that the degree of oxidation of the organic matter in
bones in most cases shows an inconsistent burning
temperature of the pyre. The lower limbs of the decea-
sed had generally been exposed to lower temperatures,
whereas the bones of the cranial part of skeleton and
upper limbs, particularly the bones of the thorax, ver-
tebral column and the pelvis had burnt at higher tem-
peratures. The remains gathered from pyres were laid
in the grave immediately after cremating, without the
additional grinding of bones, and were most probably
followed by an offering (pieces of animals) which was
placed alongside the deceased. In some instances, be-
sides the cremated deceased, a secondary burial of un-
burnt human osteological material was performed. In
most cases, a relatively small amount of bones was re-
trieved from the pyre, weighing on average about 40 g.
The only exception is the remains from urn 1, with an
overall weight of 598.9 g. In addition to the large amount
of recovered osteological material, the fact that it had

Oy AT Tpo6 1 Tpo6 2 Tpo6 3 Tpo6 4 Oﬁégﬁag 6,
XYMEPYC
uHgexc Hoipeunol Ipecexka 90,00 80 72,00 ) 84,78
g P P 84,21 81,63 - - 81,82
PAINIYC
GYHCUHCKO-GEeOBUHCKU UHGEKC 16,52 ) ) i i
UHgeKC HUOUpeuHol lpeceKd 5.0 ] ) i i
GYHCUHCKO-UUPUHCKU UHGEKC 13.91 ] i i i
DOEMYP
Hngexc pobyciauyuimielia ) ) ) ) 12,39
- - - 105,88 12,92
It — 103,92 110,71 112,00 - 112,73
uAGCHpUHRL URgexc 101,96 - 116,00 - 117.86
TIAQIME DKL WHOeKE 81,25 nnatu. 67,10 xunep. 81,25 miaTu. - 90,32 eypu.
HAUUMEPULKIL URG 81,25 mmatu. 67,50 xunep. 83,87 mnaTu. - 90,62 eypu.
THUBUJA
JIyosrcuncko-ged.suncku uHgekce ] ] i 23.88 20.42
T aikHe MUK UHGEKE 64,70 me30k. - - 67,50 mecok. 74,63 eypuk.
g 55.56 miatk. 67,50 Me30K. 66,67 Me30K. 65,25 matk. 75,34 eypuk.

Table 3. Indices on the postcranial skeleton

Tabeaa 3. Hugekcu Ha ROCTUKPAHUJAAHOM CKEACTILY

* BpeHOCTH CY MPBO JIaTe 3a [IECHY, a TIOTOM U 3a JIeBY CTPaHy Tesia
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been stored in an urn and placed in the central part of
the tumulus points to a more attentive treatment dedi-
cated to this deceased, compared to those buried beneath
the ring of the tumulus, which indicates that this indi-
vidual had a higher social status or was related to the
deceased in graves 2 and 3.

Further investigation would enable us to comple-
ment the current knowledge about the population that
lived in the area of Sinjac during the Iron Age, and allow
for a more accurate reconstruction of its paleodemo-
graphic structure, relationships within the community
and the conditions in which they lived. This would con-
tribute to a better understanding of different criteria of
the ritual practice according to which the deceased of
different social or kindred status were buried.

CONCLUSION

Judging by the small number of finds from the settle-
ments (obtained in the course of the preliminary field
surveys) and the results of the systematic and rescue
investigations, the Early Iron Age in the central NiSava
Valley unfolded in three phases. The first phase of the
transitional period between the Bronze Age and the
Iron Age (Hallstatt A) is represented by two necropoli-
ses and a settlement in Velika Lukanja and at Madjilka
near Pirot. The second phase (Hallstatt C) comprises a
number of settlements of the Basarabi cultural complex,
from which the ceramic finds with classical Basarabi
decoration and the recurrences of the Babadag and Pse-
ni¢evo group originate. In the third phase (Hallstatt D),
a certain symbiosis most likely occurred between the
younger phase of the Basarabi complex (tremolo pot-
tery) and Illyrio-Paeonian elements which are charac-
terised by the metal finds from the graves at Sinjac (the
end of the 6" and the beginning of the 5 century BC).
This can also be seen in some burial rituals. Based on
all that has been stated, D. Srejovi¢ and A. Palavestra
maintain that the period in the middle of the 1% millen-
nium BC was characterised by the particularly dynamic
movement of material goods from one side of the Bal-
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kan Peninsula to the other, which not only impedes the
ethnic identification of the Late Hallstatt communities,
but makes it almost impossible.!32 Since funerary cus-
toms represent a distinctive feature of the essence of a
nation, they were least susceptible to changes.!>3 The
biritual burial and rectangular burial chambers are, for
now, a rare example in the central Balkans. Taking all
the aforementioned into account, it is believed that the
necropolises at Sinjac have more elements in common
with the south Balkan group (the upper and lower
regions of the Vardar Valley and Paeonia) than with the
central Balkan group (Morava Valley)'>* however, in
spite of that, strong Thracian influences prevail in
burials.

A particular problem is the question of the ethnicity
of the communities that lived and were buried in the
central NiSava Valley, since the finds of the material and
spiritual culture show influences arriving from a num-
ber of directions (Oltenia, the West, Great, South and
Kosovo’s Morava river valleys, the Vardar Valley and
Thrace). The necropolises at Sinjac perhaps best con-
firm the assertion of R. Vasi¢, who states that, due to
some very close contacts, a type of symbiosis occurred
between the material culture of the Autariatae and
Triballi, which lasted until the 5 century BC when the
Autariatae defeated them on the battlefield.!>> Taking
into consideration all of the chronologically sensitive
finds of ceramics, metal, the funerary architecture and
rituals, it is believed that the necropolises in the vicinity
of the village of Sinjac chronologically belong to the
end of the 6" and the first half of the 5" century BC.
The cultural horizon with the La Téne pottery from
Donja Pecina in Ostrovica, along with a fibula from
tumulus 1 at Sinjac, which all originate from the 2"
century BC, would represent the last stage of prehistory
in the central Nisava Valley. Finally, what needs to be
said is that it would be right to wait for the pending re-
sults of anthropological and physicochemical analyses
which would help to elucidate the problems regarding
the ethnicity of the prehistoric communities that lived
between the Morava Valley and the upper course of the
Iskar river.

152 Cpejosuh 1981, 61; [Manasectpa 1984, 74.
153 Cpejosuh 1979, 79.

154 Ibid., 94.

155 Vasi¢ 1992, 396.
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HOPATUILIA BU3JAK, KmarkeBary

HACEJ/bA U HEKPOIIOJIE CTAPHUJEI TBO3JEHOI' OBA
Y CPEABEM TOKY PEKE HUIITABE

Kawyune peuu. — Xamurar C, Xamurar D, Bacapabu, Tpubanu, Tpayanu, Hacesba, HEKpOIoJie, OrpedHN 00uYaju.

3axBasbyjyhu 3amTutHUM ucTpakuBamuma Ha Kopumopy 10
E-80 (ayro-nmyr Hum—Iumurposrpan), Tokom 2013-2014. ro-
IVHE MCTPAKEHO je HEKOJIMKO JIOKAJUTETa U IBE HEKPOIoJie U3
rBO37IEHOr 106a, mTo he, cMaTpaMo, JONPUHET!U jaCHUjeM carJie-
IaBarby XPOHOJIONIKOT PACIIOHa U eTHUYKUX MUTaka BE3aHUX 32
onpehene naneobankaHcKe 3ajeJHULIE KOje Cy XKUBEJe Ha TepH-
Topuju uctourne Cpouje.

Haj3anumibuBMjM Hasla3 U3 cTapujer rBO3AEHOr 100a cBa-
KaKo MpeJICTaB/ba paHoapxajcka OpoH3aHa ckyJmrypa ,,KoBaua
u3 Bpanura®, kojy je 60-1x roguHa Mpouuior Beka, y KOpury
peke, Hamao yuutesb Munan Ilasnosuh u3 Bene [Tananke (T.
1/1). OBa ckysmTypa npencrabiba YOBEKa KOjU pay 32 HAKOBHEM,
a HajBepoBaTHMje notuye ca [lesononesa. OKBUPHO ce nartyje
usmehy 750. u 725. rogune nipe H. e. KyarypHe nerepmunHanu-
je KepaMHyKe MpOyKILIMje Koje ce ofiHoce U Ha KepaMuky Baca-
pabu KyJTypHOT Kpyra ca OBOra HOApydYja aHAJM3UpaHE Cy
kpo3 cunrese M. Jesruha u P. Bacuha. Takobe 6u Tpe6aio no-
MEHYT! ¥ BeOMa KOPUCTaH XaOWINTAlOHN Pajl TUTIOMUPAHOT
apxeosiora Asnekcannpa Manuha u3 I[Tupora, y kojem cy o0je-
IUIBEHU CBU PEJIEBAHTHU MPAMCTOPUjCKU HaJla3M ca Moapydja
ITupora u Iumutposrpana. ¥ oBoM pany Ouhe NpBEeHCTBEHO
TMPECTAB/bEHN Pe3yJITATH 3AIITUTHUX UCTpaXKUBama Peryouminy-
KOT 3aBOJIa 32 3aIITHTY CIOMEHMKA KYJIType U ApXeOJOMmKOr
WHCTUTYTA, JIOK Cy pe3yJraTy ucrtpaxusama Llenrpa 3a apxeo-
JIOIIKA UCcTpaskuBama Ouno3odcekor pakyaTeTa y NpUnpeMHoj
(basu 3a mybsMKoBame.

Kapra cpenmer [lonummassba, y nesy on CuheBauke kimcy-
pe no Jumurposrpana (Kapra 1), mokasyje kako cy Hacesba, y
HajseheM Opojy cilydajeBa, MO3MLIMOHMPAHa Ha 6J1aro 3aKole-
HUM TEPACACTUM Y3BUIICHUMA, KOja UM MPYKa]y 3aITUTY NPU-
JIMKOM IIJIaBJbetba peke Hummase v ieHNX npuroka. I'pymm oto-
PEHMX Hacesba pPAaBHUYAPCKOT THIIA ITPUIIaziajy JokaauTeTu bapje,
Bnacu, I'pana, I'wunan, [Mooujen Kamuuk, Konornumre, Typcke
Oape, Cenuiure y Bemukoj Jlykamu, LlpHokmumre, Cuman u
Kunanenunmre. ITojennHa Hacesba 13 cTapHjer TBO3JEHOT 100a y
cpenmeM [ToHnImaBby Hasa3mwia cy ce Ha JJOMHMHAHTHUM Y3BH-
HIeHk1Ma, TaKo Jja HUje NCKIJbYUEHO Jia Cy MOIJIa fia Oyy rpanyH-
ckor kapakrepa. Bynyhu na cy camo pexorHociyipana, \uxose
Tornorpagcke KapakTepucTHKe ykasyjy na cy Kase y Janoorunu,
T'pammmure y Kamuanky n I[TupoTcky rpas Moriu na mpuranajy
0BOj BpcTH Jiokaymrera. ITehuHcka Hacesba y kojuMa cy KOHCTa-
TOBaHU XOPM30HTU CTAaHOBaHa TOKOM I'BO3JEHOT 100a U €HEo-
Jmra, npencrasibajy [Ipexonomka, [Terpaamka (Cor. 13a) u Jo-
wa nehuna y Ocrposunu (Ci. 13b).

¥ arapy cena Cuman ucTpaskeHa cy Tpu JokaiureTa — Ce-
smre, lpksuiire 1 benaBuna, koja ce jenaH 3a IpyruM Hazio-
Be3yjy y MPaBIly jyrOUCTOK—CEBEPO3ama 1 3ay31Majy MOBPILINHY
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on 5 ha (Ca. 1). OBu JIOKaIUTETH MMajy MYJITUKYJITYPHY CTpa-
turpacdujy, OTHOCHO, Ha HBHMa Cy IPHCYTHE KYJITYpe CpeImer
HeosuTa (cTapyeBa), o3Hor 6akapHor n1ooa (Kocronmauka KyJ-
Typa), crapujer u miaher reo3geHor 106a, Kao 1 Cpemer BeKa.
TokoMm cTapujer reo3neHor 1o6a oszie je HacTao u Behu cernyJ-
KpaJIHU KOMILIEKC. Y coHnu 1 Ha jokanurety LlpkBuinTe KoHCTa-
TOBaHa Cy TPH yKoIa ca OpojHUM (hpparMeHTHMa JIoHANA U ITH-
TOCa, 32 KOj€& Ce MHAaYe CMaTpa [a Cy CJIy>KUJIM 32 UyBame XpaHe
(T. VI/6,7, 8, 10). Ha Cenmiuty cy OTKpUBEHA TPU CEITYJIKpa-
Ha objekra (Cn. 1, 2, 3, 4). Haume, npernocraBibamo fa cy y
nuTamy Ouia 1Ba ,,Tymyja“ ca 4 MHXyMUpaHa 1 JBAHAECT Cra-
JbEHHX MOKOJHUKA, TOK Cy Ha CyCeIHOM JokauuTeTy benaBuna
OTKpMBEHE JIBE IeBACTUPAHE IPOOHE IIeIMHE ca 1Ba MHXYMUPaHa
1 4eTHPH CMajbeHa MOKOjHUKA. Y ,,TyMyJIy™ 1, umjul je eHTpaIH
10 IpejcTaBjbajla MPaBOyraoHa KaMeHa KOHCTpYKUHWja (u-
MeH3rja 6 m x 6 m x 0,5 m) OO je momIoYame Ha KOME je OT-
KPHMBEH HAaKHAIHO YKOMAaH I'pob 1 ca CKeJIeTHO caxpambeHnM I10-
KOJHUKOM, Y3 KOra Cy OTKpPMBEHHU I'BO3IEHO KOIUbE, HOXK, jellHa
ajaTka y oOJIMKY IIWJIa Wiv pobojia, 6por3ana ¢pubya ca ce-
IJIACTOM CTOIOM M JIBOjHA aJika (MM Pa3BOIHMK) ca IPOTOMHU-
Ma (Cx. 6). Y rpo0y 2 cy ce y3 MOKOjHUKA HAJIa3WIN TBO3IEHO
KOIUbE, TBO3JIEHN KPUBH HOXK, (hparMeHToBaHa reo3neHa (uoyma
ca HapeOpeHOM OpOH3aHOM HABJIAKOM, jefiHa OPOH3aHa [IEeBYU-
1a (IeTuia, OTHOCHO NOHU JIE0 KOIUba) M jeHOYXH Mexap Ioxpa-
weH usHap riase (Ca. 7). ['po6 3 je npumnaznao skeHu CTapocTu
oko 30 roguHa, a KoJl leHUX HOTY Cy MpoHaheHe 1Be HapyKBH-
Lie Of] CIMPaJIHO YBUjeHe OpOH3aHe JKULIE U jelHa OpOH3aHa aJjl-
Ka ca npekionsbeHnM Kpajesuma (Ci. 8). Hemaneko ox Hory
HaJla3una ce Beha ypHa ca ocTalyMa CriaJbeHOT IOKOjHHKA, KO-
ja je Orita MOKpHUBEHa IIoyacTuM KameHoM (YpHa 1). OcuM He-
KOJIMKO KOPOAMPAHUX METAJIHUX MpefMeTa Hello3HaTe HaMeHe,
y MCIlyHU TyMyJ1a HaheHt cy jenaH canTesIoH U jenHa OpoH3aHa
TIBOjHA WUIJIa, 2 HA KAMEHOM IPCTEeHy Cce HaJla3uia jeiHa JaTeH-
cka OponsaHna ¢uodyna (T. I/6, 10, 12). Mcnon kameHor MoIuio-
yama (OJHOCHO Y3 HeroB 0001) OTKpPUBEHE Cy 30HE ca LIPHOM
3eMJbOM, YCUTHEHOM KEPAMUKOM U CTTaJbeHUM JbYICKUM KOCTH-
Ma (KpeMmauuje), 3a Koje cMaTpaMo Jia Cy INPEeTXOuIe U3rpa-
BU TyMyJia. [IpunKoM ckupama KaMeHOT MPCTeHa KOHCTAaTo-
BaHO je 1ecT TakBUX Mecta ca kpemanujama (Ci. 4).
Lenrpannu neo ,,rymysia“ 2 (Ci1. 3) YMHUIIO je HUCKO MOTLIO0-
yame (0]l caMo [1Ba pela kaMeHa), y 00JIMKy KBajpaTta (qIUMeH-
3uja 11 m x 9 m x 1,2 m), MOAUIHYTO OKO [IPABOYraOHE KaMeHe
riatdopme (mumensuja 2,7 m x 2,8 m) Ha KOjoj je OGuiia moso-
JKeHa MHIMBUIYA, HajBepoBaTHU]je keHCKor ona (I'pob 4), a y3
KOjy Cy OTKPMBEHU IBO3IEHO KOIJbe, (PparMeHTOBAHM TYyJAL] ca
3aKMBKOM (HajBEpPOBATHU]E O KOIJba ), HOK, (h1OYyJIa U jeHa KO-
ya of1 TBoxkba, (pparMeHTOBaHMU JIyK rBo3feHe ¢pudyie ca OpoH3a-
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HOM HaBJIaKOM, JIOK C€ y BUCHHH IVIaBe HaJIa3uo jejaH KepaMUUKy
nexap (Ca. 9). Ban cakpasHor koHTekcTa HabeHa je ¢parmen-
TOBaHa (pudyJia Kao U jeliaH OITPO MPOpUIMCAHU BPX OPOH3aHOT
npeaMeTa Majaux JuMensuja (moskna Hayumuue?) (T. 1/4, 9).

Ha cycennom nokamurery benasuna (Ci. 2), y okBupuma
YCKe Tpace 3a JIOKaJIHU ITyT, OTKPUBEHO je Moruiovame (Ui 3un?),
Iyradyko 8 m ¥ mupoko 2 m, yeMepewa N—-S. Ca ucrouse crpa-
He OBe CTPYKType, Uija HaMeHa HUje 10 Kpaja pasjalimbeHa, Ha-
Jla3uiie ¢y ce JIBe YHUIITEHe IpoOHe KOHCTPYKIIHje y Kojuma cy
ce HaJla3WJIM NMapUUjajHu OCTALM [IBa CKEJIETHA U YETUPH Cra-
JbeHa MokojHuKa. MdparMeHTn ckesiera M KepaMUUKUX MOCyna,
3ajelHO ca HeclaJbeHUM KUBOTHELCKIM KOCTUMA, OWIIH Cy UC-
KJbY4YMBO KOHIIEHTPHUCAHM Y IB€ Mabe 30He LIpHe 3eMibe n3Mehy
KaMeHMX oouryTaka (o0jektu 2 u 6) (Ca. 10, 11), kao u y ciyya-
jy ~Tymynaa“ 1 va Cenuiry. Yciien BUCOKOT CTENEeHa 1eBacTallu-
je, Oulmrka PeKOHCTPYKILMja TUX 30Ha ca KpeMalijaMa HUje Mo-
ryha. 3a cana je jeaHO CUTypHO TO [1a U3BaH 30Ha LIPHE 3eMJbe
U KaMeHa, Kao 1 y jamu (objekar 2), Huje mpoHaheHa kepamuka
13 cTapyjer TBO3ICHOT 100a.

Mehy ocranum Hana3uma u3 TymyJa (ajad BaH KOHTEKCTa
BE3aHHUX 3a CaxpaHe) U IPyrUM Hajla3uMa Ha JIOKAJIUTETy KOjUu
6M npUnanagd Mo3HoM XaJIiraTy M3IBajaMo jefHy Mepiy Of
JKyTe IacTe ca yetupu rnapa ouujy miase 6oje (T. 1/7), 3atum je-
IaH cantesioH ofi crimpadHo ysujene xkwune (T. 1/10), jenan 6pon-
3aHU BPX y 00JMKy pomba uerBpractor npeceka (T. 1/9) u jen-
Hy 6ponsany nepay (T. I/8).

Kepamuuky npopykiujy pasBujeHOr U Mo3HOr XaJraTa
Ha JIoOKaJIMTeTuMa y cpenmeM [lonuimasiby Tpeba y npBoM pesy
pasBpcTaTh Ha CTpAaTUTpahCKU CUTYpHE Hajla3e KOjy MOTH4y ca
ApXEOJIONIKUX MCTPa’KIBabha M Ha OHE KOjU Cy TIPUKYIILeH! Ha
peKorHocuupamuMa Wi ¢y ux y My3ej noHenm Hamasaud. Y
MIpBY IpyIly JOKaJauTeTa yopajamo Hajase ca [Tuporckor rpana
(T. 11/12-20), Upnokmuwra (T. III), BenaBune (T. IV), Cenu-
wra y Cusity (T. V), Hpksuiira y Cussity (T. VI), Knanenuumra
(T. VII), Ierpnamxe (T. VIII) u Jomwe nehune (T. IX), u onu he
MMaTH IPETHOCT Y OJHOCY Ha APYTy IpyIly Hajlasa.

AHTPOIIOJIOMIKOM aHaJIM30M 00yxBaheH! Cy CKeJIeTHH OCTa-
LM YKYIHO 22 WHOMBULYE, O KOjUX AECeT NPUMaaa MHXyMUpa-
HUM (45,45%), a 12 cnasbeHuM nokojuuummMa (54,55%) (radena
1). [lonHa nerepMuHaLMja je MoIJIa a ce U3BPILIM Ha CKeJeT-
HUM ocTalMa JieBeT nnnusunya (87,50% citydajesa), Tako jia
ce MyIIKe MOPQOIIOIIKe KapaKTePUCTHKE U METPUIKE BPEIHO-
cTH Be3yjy 3a octatke Tpu ocobde (13,64%), NOK :KEHCKOM MOy
npunanajy ckesnetu mect ocoda (27,27%). Ilon Huje morao na
ce ytBpau y 13 ciyuajesa (59,09%). [leujem y3pacty onrobapa-
jy octanu aBe ocobde (9,09%). JyBenunHoM y3pacty ripurianajy
ckesieru 1Be unausuaye (9,09%), nok ce npeocranux 18 ckesnera
Be3yjy 3a ompaciie ocobe (81,82%). MopranuTer je Hajuspaske-
HUjU KOZ anyITHUX MHAMBHIYa (cTapoctu of 23 no 40 ronuHa).
JeKOMIO3UIIjOM IyTUX KOCTH]Y FTOPHUX U TOKBUX eKCTPEMUTE-
Ta, TeJeCHA BUCHMHA je MOIVIa Jla ce M3padyHa camo y Ciydajy
MOKOjHUKA 13 Tpoba 1y, rymyny” 1. Y nuramy cy ocranu onpa-
cJIe UHIMBUYEe MYIIKOT 110714, YMja je TeJleCHa BUCUHA U3HOCH-
qa 171 £4 cm. Jloma o4yBaHOCT KOCTHjy oHeMoryhuia je carue-
NiaBambe MOTIYHE CJIMKE O 3IPAaBCTBEHOM CTaTycCy IOIMyJaluje,
TOIITO CYy MaJIeoNnaTo IoLIKe IPOMEHe Takohe Morue Jia ce mo-
cMatpajy caMo Ha CKeJIETHUM OCTalliMa MHXyMHpaHe UHIVBH-
nye caxpameHe y rpo0y 1.

Enurenercke KapaKTepHCTUKE Cy yOUeHE Ha CKeJIeTUMa
Tpu namuBuaye (13,64%). On ykynHo 37 mocMaTpaHuX, Camo TpU
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EMUTeHeTCKe KapaKTePUCTUKE Ce Be3yjy 3a KPAaHUjaIHU CKEJIeT,
a To cy: sutura supranasalis (MHIMBUlya caxpameHa y rpody 3),
sulci frontales (MHIMBUYa caxpameHa y rpo0y 1) 1 ossa suturae
lambdoideae (MHIMBUIYE caxpameHe y rpoboBuMa 1 1 2).

Cynehu npema ockynHoM Opojy Hasiasza 13 Hacesba (oouje-
HUX PEKOTHOCIIMPAbiMa) U pe3yJsITaTa CHCTeMATCKUX U 3allTHUT-
HUX UCTPaKMBama, CTapuje rBO3JICHO 00a ce y cpenmweM [1oHu-
1aBJby ofiBUjajio y Tpu ase. [IpBy a3y npesnasHor nepuona u3
OpOH3aHOI' y 'BO3/IeHO 100a (XammuTat A) NpeicTaBibajy IBe He-
KporioJie 1 jenHo Hacesbe y Benukoj Jlykamwu u Ha Mabhumm kon
IMupora. Opyroj ¢asu (Xamurar C) npumnana Bue Hacesba ba-
capabu KyJITypHOT KOMIUIEKCa, Ca KOjUX MOTHYY HaJla31 KepaMu-
Ke ca kiacnuHoM bacapabu nekopanujom u onukama babanara
u [Tmenuyeso rpyne. Y cnenehoj dasu (Xammrar D), HajBepo-
BaTHUje, IOIIO je O U3BECHE CUMOMO3e eleMeHaTa KapaKTepu-
cTUYHMX 3a Mi1aby ¢a3y Bacapabu komriiekca (TpeMonupaHe Ke-
pamIKe) 1 eJleMeHaTa KapaKTepUCTUYHIX 32 WIMPCKA U TIEOHCKA
TIeMeHa, KOjU ce HajooJbe BHe Ha HaJla3uMa MeTaja 13 rpo0o-
Ba y Cumity (kpaj VI 1 mouerak V Bek mpe H. e.). OBa npoMeHa
ce Takohe BUIIM 1 y PUTYaJIHOj IIPAKCHU CaxXparbuBarba MOKOJHUKA.
Ha rakse nojase cy panuje ykasusamu [I. Cpejosuh u A. ITana-
BecTpa, TBpaehu kako cpenuHy [ Munenrjyma kapakTepuiie usy-
3eTHO IMHAMUYHO KpeTame MaTepujaJIHiX 100apa ca jenHe Ha
Ipyry cTpaHy BajkaHCKOT MOMyoCTpBa, IITO HE caMo fla OTesKa-
Ba €THUYKY MICHTU(UKALM]Y 3ajeqHuLa no3Hor Xamurara Beh
je unHM rotoBo Hemoryhom. Bynyhu na norpe6xu obuuaju npep-
CTaBJbajy QUHCTUHKTUBHO o0OeJesxje 6rha jeHor Hapopa, OHU ¢y
O HajMamse MOJIOKHY IpOMeHaMa. BupuryaiHo caxpamnsa-
€ YHyTap NMPaBOYTAaOHUX KaMEHMX KOHCTPYKIIHja MpelcTaBiba
3a caja jeIMHCTBeH npumep Ha Tepuropuju Cpouje. Mmajyhu
OBe eJIEMEHTE Y BUJLY, CMaTpaMo fia Hekporosie y Cumblly MoKasy-
]y BUIIIE OJIMCKOCTH ca jy»KHOOAIKaHCKOM (ropise 1 fiore [ToBap-
napje u [leonuja) Hero ca nenTpasHodaikanckom rpynom (Io-
MOpaBJbe), AJ1 []a y PUTyaTy CaXparbrBarba UIaK MPeoBIaiaBajy
jaku Tpaukd yrunaju. OBO TBPOMMO HE caMO 300T CIMYHOCTU
eJleMeHara cakpayiHe apxurektype Beh m ysumajyhu y o63up
XPOHOJIOIIKY HajMilabe Hajase (IBOjHE ajike U JBOjHE UIJIe), KO-
ju 6U 32 OBY HEKPOIIOJTy MPEJICTABIbAIIU ferminus ante quem.

[Toceban npoGiemM rpencraBiba ofpehuBame eTHUIUTETa
3ajelHUIIa KOje Ce caxparmbyjy Ha Hekporosiama cpefimer [Tonu-
maBsba, Oynyhy fa Ha HaJa3UMa MaTepujasHe U TyXOBHE KyJTy-
pe Mperno3HajeMo yTulaje Koju nosase u3 puie npasara (Omre-
HUje, 3aaHOT, LIEHTPAJIHOT, jy>KHOT U KocoBckor [lomopasiba,
IToBapnapja u Tpakuje). Hekponosne y Cumlyy Moskia Hajoosbe
notBphyjy TBpmiby P. Bacuha na je, 3axBasbyjyhu Beoma GirickuM
KOHTaKTHMa, TOJIa3UJI0 JI0 M3BeCHe cumounose mmehy Ayrapuja-
Ta 1 Tpubana cBe 1o V Beka Ipe H. €., Kana cy AyTapujaTu BOjHO
nopasum Tpubane. Y3eBim y 0631p CBe XPOHOJOLIKUA OCETIbU-
Be Hajlase KepaMuKe, MeTasa, orpebHe apxuTeKType 1 rorpeo-
HUX pUTYyaJjia, CMaTpaMmo a 61 ce Hekponoiie y atapy cesa Cu-
Ihall MOTJIe XPOHOJIOMIKY orpeniesut y kpaj VI u mouerak V
BeKa Tpe H. e. KynITypHI XOpHU30HT ca JJaTeHCKOM KePaMHUKOM
u3 Jomwe nehune y OctpoBuny, 3ajeqHo ca jenHom ¢pudyioMm ca
Cemnira, koju notuuy u3 Il Beka npe H. e. mpeacTaBbaan 6u
TIOCTIEbY €Taly NpaucTopuje Ha TepUTOpuju cpenmer [Tonu-
massba. Ha kpajy tpeda pehu na 6u 6mno nodpo cauekaru u
ocTaJie pe3yJITaTe aHTPOIIOJIONIKYX aHAJIN3a U IaTOBaba, 32 KO-
je cmaTtpamo na he GuIiKe MOjaCHUTH OCET/bIBA MTUTaka O €THH-
LUTETy MPaNCTOPUjCKUX 3ajelHUIla Koje cy skuBese usmehy
ITomopasiba u ropwer Toka Mckepa.
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Plate I — Metal finds from the Nisava valley

Tabaa I — Memaanu naaasu us Ionuwmasmsa
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Plate II — Pottery finds from the Pirot region

Tabaa Il — Haaasu kepamuxe u3 [upoiiia u mweiose okoaumne

174



KAPURAN, BLAGOJEVIC, BIZJAK, Settlements and necropolises of the Early Iron Age... (145-181) CTAPUHAP LXV/2015

—— 14

Plate III — Pottery finds from Crnokliste

Tabaa Il — Haaa3u kepamuke ca Lproxkauwitia
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Plate 1V — Pottery finds from the site of Belavina

Tabaa IV — Haaasu kepamuxe ca Beaasune

176



KAPURAN, BLAGOJEVIC, BIZJAK, Settlements and necropolises of the Early Iron Age... (145-181)

CTAPUHAP LXV/2015

a
e

LTt

—_——
/

Plate V — Pottery finds from Tumulus [

Tabaa V — Haaasu kepamuke usz Tymyaa I
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Plate VI — Pottery finds from Crkviste

Tabaa VI — Haaasu kepamuxe ca Llpkeuwitia
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Plate VII — Pottery finds from Kladenciste

Tabaa VII — Haaasu kepamuke ca Kaagenuuwitia
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Plate VIII — Pottery finds from the Petrlaska cave

Tabaa VIII — Haaasu kepamuke u3 Ietupaawxe iefiune
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Plate IX — Pottery finds from the Donja cave
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Tabaa IX — Haaasu kepamuke us Jowe tehiune
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