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his book is an endeavour – on the occasion of the 23rd 
International (World) Congress of Byzantologists in 
Belgrade on August 22nd – 27th, 2016 to ofer a compre-
hensive, analytic, and synthetic overview of Byzantium’s 
inluence on Serbian culture of the medieval period, 
and of the times that followed it. It deals not only with 
the Byzantine models for their own sake, but also with 
their creative adaptation to Serbian needs – the basic 
idea being to present the true results of the union of 
adopted Byzantine and indigenous Serbian traditions, 
and the cultural inluences of the West.

As much as this topic is familiar to connoisseurs of his-
tory, the importance of the occasion demanded that it 
be fully researched in an unprecedented manner, with 
scholars of all generations taking part. A large team of 

researchers responded to the challenge of accomplishing 
such a goal. It is our singular pleasure to observe that 
not one of the crucial themes has remained untouched.

Unfortunately, a set of circumstances has arisen, pre-
venting the initial idea of the Congress organisers from 
setting up exhibitions that would visually and materially 
support this collection of papers.

It is therefore essential that all the papers presented 
herein be as relevant and as complete in content, as 
lively in expression, and as persuasive in argument, as 
possible. If this collection has attained such excellence, 
the praise goes to its numerous authors of all speciali-
ties, as well as to its editors – both groups having jointly 
invested an enormous efort and knowledge to bring 
this endeavour to successful fruition.

Ljubomir Maksimović
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he reception of the Byzantine legacy in European cul-
ture from early times through to the contemporary pe-
riod is a phenomenon of great complexity and multiple 
connotations if only for the fact that the very term Byz-
antinism carries diferent meanings depending on difer-
ent historical perspectives and ideological standpoints. 
Millennium-long Byzantine civilisation has bequeathed 
the world a legacy that transcends centuries and nations 

– a distinctive spirituality, a living liturgical and monastic 
tradition, and art works of timeless beauty.

his legacy has a particular importance and meaning in 
the regions or countries that used to be part of the Byz-
antine commonwealth. A sense of belonging to its civili-
sation and of spiritual kinship with it has been strongly 
present in Serbia as well, inding its point of support in 
the Orthodox faith and the distinctive worldview that 
proceeds from it, in historical memory, and in myths that 
have, over time, become part of common consciousness. 
It has also been inspired by the fact that the Byzantine 
legacy has profoundly permeated the everyday surround-
ings and life of the Serbs – through liturgical worship and 
music, architecture, and painting; and it has always been 
maintained and strengthened by the presence of authen-
tic medieval monuments that form an integral part of 
the local cultural landscape. To the Serbs, therefore, the 
Byzantine legacy is not merely a living tradition, it is per-
ceived as the backbone of their identity and as something 
of a ‘national patrimony’.

Historically, however, Serbian attitudes towards the cul-
tural legacy of the Byzantine Empire have not been un-
equivocal and linear. Although essentially keeping an 
upward course, they have always remained very com-
plex and subject to change. heir nature and dynamics 
through the centuries have been determined by a num-
ber of factors, most of all by powerful inluences of other 

cultural patterns, West European in particular, but also 
by the Serbs’ marked tendency to make use of the me-
dium of art in building and asserting their individuality 
both as a people and in ecclesiastical and state terms. he 
main purpose of this three-volume publication therefore 
is to present the creative interactions of Serbian art with 
the Byzantine cultural legacy in the historical and phe-
nomenal framework of its development over more than 
twelve centuries. We believe that such a broad historical-
phenomenological approach is the only meaningful one. 
Only such an approach can hope to lead us to truly un-
derstanding the paths, dynamics, nature and outcomes of 
those interactions, without failing to provide an at least 
summary reconstruction of the geopolitical circumstanc-
es in which that cultural exchange was taking place and 
which also involved West-European and Ottoman civili-
sations. Understandably, the desired breadth of approach 
could not be achieved without the participation of many 
prominent experts specialising in diferent periods and 
aspects of Serbian art, who readily agreed to join this 
complex and challenging cooperative efort. hey based 
their contributions on the current state of understanding 
of the deined research problems. he result is a com-
posite publication which may be read both as a history 
of Serbian art in the key of one of its pivotal phenomena 
and as a manual which, perused with ample further read-
ing listed, elucidates a number of more narrowly deined 
topics. he reason for dividing it into three volumes has 
been the sheer span of time involved and the highly di-
versiied nature of the subject matter.

Volume I is presenting the material cultural heritage 
based on the archaeological record and against the back-
ground of political ideology, military and ecclesiastical 
organisation, and economic activity. he complex pro-
cesses of getting Byzantine “models” in medieval Serbia 
are viewed in the light of representative archaeological 
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sites of various types – fortresses, settlements, monas-
tic complexes – of trade lows and practices, and of the 
artisanal and crat production processes. he reception 
of Byzantine patterns, which directly depended on the 
nature and dynamics of Byzantine-Serbian relations in 
diferent periods, played a very important role, but it did 
not act as an obstacle to stylistic inluences of Central-
European Romanesque and Gothic art or of the subse-
quent Islamic tradition of Asia Minor.

Constant exposure to impulses from various cultural 
spheres – predominantly Byzantine but also West Euro-
pean, mainly Roman Catholic – resulting from frequent 
change of state territory and political status, determined 
the character of Serbian religious art in its glorious me-
dieval period, which is the focus of Volume II. During 
the middle ages, the Serbs established an autochthonous 
ideological vertical that made it possible for them to 
draw from traditions of diferent civilisations in build-
ing their own identity. At the core of that ideology were 
the concepts of the holy dynasty and the holiness of the 
national church, which received their very learned and 
thorough elaboration in literature and the visual arts. 
he deining features of medieval Serbian religious art 
did not amount to stylistic and typological borrowings, 
mainly from Byzantium, but rather, they stemmed from 
this carefully built ideological foundation, resulting in 
outstanding monuments which constitute a unique and 
distinct phenomenon in medieval European culture. he 
resilience and creative power of this tradition are com-
pellingly demonstrated by the art and literature which, 
founded on medieval tenets, were cultivated under the 
auspices of the restored Patriarchate of Peć in the period 
of Ottoman rule.

A fundamentally diferent living environment in the 
modern period and the adoption of diferent cultural 
models decisively inluenced the attitude towards the 
Byzantine legacy. he complex question of its recogni-
tion, reception and interpretation in the period from the 
18th century to the present day is the focus of Volume III. 
he manifestations and functions of the Byzantine artistic 
pattern during that time varied greatly from period to 

period. In the 18th century the awareness of the Byzan-
tine legacy all but vanished, becoming submerged in the 
idea of the Serbian middle ages as a factor of relevance 
to the political status of the Serbs. Continuity with the 
epoch perceived as the golden age of national history was 
therefore purposely emphasised. he interpretation and 
uses of the medieval tradition were in the service of state-
building ideas and a national programme at the time of 
the creation of the modern Serbian state in the 19th cen-
tury as well. Within the dominant culture of historicism, 
the rediscovered Byzantine legacy came to be identiied 
with the Serbian medieval heritage. his constructed tra-
dition lost little of its currency even in the early decades 
of the 20th century. A programmatic expression of this 
tendency was the codiication of the ‘national’, Serbo-
Byzantine style, developed through the medium of a new 
artistic ideology and language. he modernist artistic in-
terpretation of the middle ages in the second half of the 
20th century involved very interesting explorations of the 
relationship between ‘new’ and ‘old’ art. A particularly 
creative contribution to the interpretation of the Byzan-
tine artistic idiom was made by postmodernism. Devis-
ing a number of methodological matrices and structural 
solutions mostly based on intertextuality, quotation and 
appropriation, postmodernism, imagining the middle 
ages, succeeded in producing a new artistic reality, and a 
new and original artistic identity.

he 23rd International Congress of Byzantine Studies, which 
has occasioned this three-volume publication, presents a 
worthy opportunity to remember how signiicant Byz-
antine civilisation has been for the Serbs, most notably 
for their spirituality and art. We hope that thanks to the 
contributions in all three volumes, this signiicance will 
be presented more comprehensively and explained more 
clearly than before, and that we shall thus repay at least 
some of our ‘debt to Byzantium’. We also believe that they 
will help shed more light on the long-standing striving of 
the Serbs not to be passive users of the achievements of 
great civilisations, but rather to produce, inspired both 
by Byzantine and by Western cultural models, a largely 
new art, an art expressive of their own being and of the 
changing needs of their society.

Editorial Board
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BYZANTINE SOURCES AND EUROPEAN TRENDS: 
FORMING A NATIONAL STYLE IN THE ARTISTIC CAFTS 

(14TH–15TH CENTURY)

ΙII





Being part of the nobility entailed a number of visual 
marks which individuals used in order to emphasise 
their social and political status in the community in 
which they functioned, but also on a much broader 
plane. Clothing, military equipment, weaponry, jewel-
lery – these were just some of the items which, apart 
from their practical purpose, also became marks of 
status. hey testiied to their owners’ taste, but also 
expressed their religious stance. hus, identifying and 
studying such objects is important for gaining an in-
sight into both the material and spiritual aspects of an 
aristocrat’s life. Along with written and visual sources, 
valuable information is provided by various archaeo-
logical data, certain contexts and objects. In that regard, 
the intention here is to consider the phenomena relat-
ed to the ruling class of society and the forms in which 
that status is manifested in archaeological records, for 
the sake of more reliably recognising the patterns and 
the overall evaluation of the indicative indings.

We irst encounter the word vlastela (nobility) in Serbi-
an-Slavonic sources in the early 13th century,1 presuma-
bly at the same time as when the process of forming the 
class of the nobility in the Serbian state was completed.2 
he aristocracy’s principal duty was to perform military 
service,3 whereby the prerequisite for its successful per-
formance was the economic immunity the aristocracy 
enjoyed on their estates (patrimonies).4 It was certainly 
expected of a nobleman to wage battle on horseback, 
which along with weapons, cloak and girdle according 
to Article 48 of Dušan’s Code represented one of the 
chief symbols of noble status.5 Cavalrymen used the 

1 Списи св. Саве, 159.
2 Ивановић, Развитак војне службе, 38–46.
3 Душанов законик, 83.
4 Тарановски, Историја српског права (1996), 51–53.
5 Душанов законик, 85, 166; Божић, Коњ добри и оружје, 85, 87.

following weapons: the sword, lance, baton, mace, and 
the spiked club. hey used a shield for defence, while 
for protection they had armour and a helmet.6 A sig-
niicant portion of the military equipment was made 
in the Serbian regions, whereas the more modern ele-
ments were imported mainly from Germany, the Byz-
antine Empire, Venice and other Italian cities.7

 Members of the aristocracy were an important part of 
the state administration and performed diferent func-
tions. A number of them were connected to the ruler’s 
court, where they took care of his oice, inances and 
exercised various kinds of authority.8 he most senior 
representatives of local government from the late 13th 
century were known as kefalije (kephalai), whereas from 
the second decade of the 15th century they were re-
placed in most of the state by the voïvode (dukes), who 
certainly must have had a special residence in the town 
because of their work.9 he existence of fresco decora-
tions in profane buildings on Mt. Rudnik10 indicates that 
the appearance and decoration of certain buildings may 
have relected the power and taste of the person who 
commissioned the work. he aristocracy was also ac-
tively involved in the construction of forts, such as the 
logothete Nenad who in 1372 built the town of Koprijan, 
to the south of Niš.11 It is certain that the members of 
the nobility predominantly lived on their estates in the 
countryside, where their courts were located.12

6 Шкриванић, Оружје, 35–58, 75–93, 122–158.
7 Ibidem, 170–181.
8 Благојевић, Државна управа, 17–24, 167–203, 208, 216, 223–245.
9 Ibidem, 246–285, 287–297; Веселиновић, Држава српских деспо-
та, 254–257.
10 Радичевић, Цицовић, Археолошка истраживања на Руднику.
11 Томовић, Морфологија ћириличких натписа, 78; Калић, Ниш 
у средњем веку, 30.
12 Милићевић, Манастири у Србији, 32; Prilozi za sbirku srpskih i 
bosanskih listina, 156.
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Modelled on the knightly culture of Europe, coats 
of arms appeared in Serbia, created by means of a 
combination of elements from German heraldry and 
Byzantine heritage (ig. 91).13 hese markings were 
especially noticeable during contests in the form of 
knightly tournaments, which were a regular part of 
the medieval aristocracy’s entertainment. Constantine 
the Philosopher testiies that Despot Stefan’s knight 

13 Иванишевић, Развој хералдике, 213–234.

claimed victory at a gathering of the vassals of Hun-
garian King Szigismund (1387–1437), most likely on 
Pentecost in 1412, when it was the custom to organise 
tournaments and other competitions.14 We also ind 
scenes of knightly tournaments on tombstones from 
the territory of the neighbouring medieval Bosnian 

14 Константин Философ, 312; Бојанин, Забаве и светковине, 
356–357.

Fig. 91. Gravestones with heraldic motifs: a) Dečani monastery; b-c) Sopoćani monastery
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state.15 Hunting was another favourite pastime of the 
aristocracy. Describing his arrival at the court of Des-
pot Đurađ, Bertrandon de la Broquière wrote that 
he found the despot hunting together with his three 
sons and some ity horsemen, in a ield by the riv-
er near the town of Nekudim.16 he most frequently 
used hunting weapon was the bow and arrow, for the 
release of which rings made from animal bone were 
used. Nevertheless, there were also more luxuriously 
crated specimens made of precious metals, such as 
the silver ring discovered on Mt. Rudnik.17

Having acquired wealth, the aristocracy at the end of 
the 13th century began to distinguish itself by erecting 
endowments. In that respect, the aristocrats followed 
the ruler’s example.18 he ktetorial activities of the no-
bility gained particular momentum during the reign 
of the king and emperor Stefan Dušan (1331–1355).19 
he phenomenon of lively ktetorial activities among 
the Serbian elite was also deinitely inluenced by well-
developed eschatological thought, in other words, the 
tendency to perform pious acts for the sake of spiritual 
salvation and entry into the Kingdom of Heaven. In 
that connection, they also prepared grave sites with-
in their endowments, thus securing commemoration 
and prayers for the salvation of their souls ater death. 
here are also examples where the members of aristo-
cratic families were buried in the grounds of the rulers’ 
endowments, in exceptional cases in their churches 
as ktetors, such as the members of the Pekpal family 
in the Dečani monastery,20 but most oten within the 
monastery graveyards.

Although according to Christian teachings, the soul 
does not need anything material ater death and there-
fore the laying of goods in a grave basically should 
not have been customary, hitherto results of archaeo-
logical research reveal the opposite. Along with the 
deceased person’s body, the items most frequently 
placed in the tomb were personal belongings denot-
ing their status, as well as those that would help them 
on their journey to the next world. An essential part 
of the grave inventory was the clothing in which the 

15 Ibidem, 360–361.
16 Брокијер, Путовање преко мора, 130–131.
17 Радичевић, Булић, Прилог проучавању властеоске сахране, 
126, 130, Т5/4.
18 Ђорђевић, Зидно сликарство српске властеле, 13–15, 27–28.
19 Ibidem, 16–23, 134–166, 183–187.
20 Томовић, Морфологија ћириличких натписа, 80–81; Ђорђе-
вић, Зидно сликарство српске властеле, 151.

deceased was buried. Both in life and in death, gar-
ments made from expensive fabrics represented a sign 
of prestige and one of the ways for an aristocrat to 
stand out in a society divided into classes.21 Expensive 
clothes were not worn during the period of mourn-
ing.22 he tailoring, colours and ornamentation of Ser-
bian medieval aristocratic costume may be observed 
as a sign of dignity and position, and thereby of the 
wearer’s political power.23

he irst reports of the import of fabrics to Serbia date 
back as early as the irst half of the 13th century, with 
the biggest share in this trade held by Venice, and later 
by Dubrovnik, too.24 he trade in fabrics became more 
intense around the end of that same century, as the 
state became economically stronger. During the Des-
potate period, fabrics arrived in the country mainly 
from Italy (Verona, Vicenza, Florence) and from the 
workshops of the Adriatic coastal cities. hese goods 
were delivered primarily to the most important cities, 
Novo Brdo, Srebrenica, Smederevo.25 Costly fabrics 
were purchased by noblemen who resided more and 
more oten in the cities, as they began to engage in the 
precious metals business,26 such as the čelnik (leader) 
Radič, who, beside mine pits, also owned a house in 
Novo Brdo.27 Reputable noblemen also resided in the 
capital cities.28 As Constantine the Philosopher re-
counts, Despot Stefan did not tolerate ‘awkward cloth-
ing’, and so all members of the court were dressed in 
the light-coloured garments he himself gave them.29 
Fabrics were also presented as a special git, which 
the Venetians used to win the noblemen of Zeta to 
their side. hus, in March 1423, they gave clothing to 
the Pamaliots, who had aided them in the defence of 
Skadar, while in the city of Kotor, in September 1452, 
they ordered the purchase of brocade worth 200 duc-
ats for Stefanica Crnojević following his victory over 
the forces of Despot Đurađ.30

Unfortunately, due to the nature of fabrics, their 
preservation among archaeological inds is sporadic, 

21 Ковачевић Ј., Средњовековна ношња балканских Словена, 4.
22 Ibidem, 319; Пурковић, Етикеција и друштвени дух, 129.
23 Нитић, Тканине и профани костим, 317.
24 Ћук, Србија и Венеција, 117–129.
25 Динић-Кнежевић, Тканине, 248–251, 253–259, 264–266; Спре-
мић, Деспот Ђурађ Бранковић, 640–641, 643–644.
26 Спремић, Деспот Ђурађ Бранковић, 645.
27 Стари српски хрисовуљи, 4, 35.
28 Поповић М., Двор владара и властеле, 44–47.
29 Константин Философ, 283–284.
30 Listine, VIII, 220; Listine, IX, 450.
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rendering the remains of a luxurious dress of Italian 
fabric with vines embroidered on it in gold thread, 
discovered in St. Peter’s Church near Novi Pazar in 
the 1960s (ig.93),31 that much more signiicant. he 
special value of the fabric is demonstrated in the fact 
that it was reused for making a new dress, probably af-
ter the inal collapse of the Serbian Despotate.32 Simi-
larly composed were the motifs on fabrics originating 
from Venice, which are today kept in Berlin, i.e. in St. 

31 Љубинковић М., Некропола цркве Св. Петра; Нитић, Теме-
рински, Налази текстила, 52.
32 Нитић, Темерински, Налази текстила, 54; Стојановић, Тка-
нине, 297.

Mary’s Church in Gdansk.33 It should be recalled that a 
similar wavy stem design is depicted on the upper gar-
ment of the Kalenić monastery founder, as well as on 
the robes of Despot Đurađ Branković and his family in 
the Esphigmenou charter.34 On the other hand, in the 
White Church of Karan, a grave was found to contain 
the remnants of a cap decorated with gold thread, most 
likely made of Italian velvet.35 Similar looking caps are 
depicted on the head of the founder of the Church of 

33 Falke, Kunstgeschichte der Seidenweberei, Abb. 448; Wilckens, Die 
textilen Künste, Abb. 135.
34 Нитић, Тканине и профани костим, 326.
35 Цветковић-Томашевић, Бела црква у Карану, 166–170.

Fig. 92. Ktetorial composition from the White Church of Karan, 14th century
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the Presentation of the Virgin in Lipljan,36 and later 
in Kremikovci, Bulgaria,37 as well as in the scene he 
Source of Wisdom of St. Gregory the heologian in 
Poganovo.38 hese are not the only inds of garments. 
Parts of luxurious fabrics or buttons made of precious 
metals were discovered during the explorations of 
noblemen’s tombs in the narthex of the churches in 
Veluće,39 Lipovac,40 Gradac,41 and at the Ćelije locality 
near Lajkovac.42 Unfortunately, the small number and 
signiicant fragmentation of these indings does not of-
fer a suicient insight into the appearance of medieval 
aristocratic costume in Serbia.

Although Dušan’s Code mentions it as one of the four 
insignias of nobility, the belt has so far only been found 
sporadically in archaeological contexts. Apart from 
the luxurious golden buckle belonging to the Zachlu-
mian prince Petar (ig. 103),43 a very important inding 
is a belt buried next to a six-year-old child, most likely 
the last male member of the family, who was buried 
in one of the graves at the monastery church in Lipo-
vac.44 Among the preserved rustically fashioned parts 
of the belt, the square appliqués were decorated with 
lealike ornaments, inluenced by the Gothic style. A 
similar ind, in all aspects, was discovered in Drastar 
(Silistria), Bulgaria, where a double wrap girdle was 
found around the pelvic region of a deceased child 
aged about 12.45

Besides garments made of luxurious fabrics, jewellery 
was also a relatively frequent ind. A ring discovered in 
a grave located in the south-western part of the nave 
of the church in Krasojevci, richly decorated with 
braiding, also bears the name of its owner, the Rudnik 
nobleman Nikola Kosjer (ig. 94).46 Signet rings, dis-
covered much more oten in the graves of the Bulgari-
an nobility,47 as an instrument for verifying documents, 
testiies to a position of repute in the social hierarchy. 

36 Љубинковић Р. et al., Истраживачки и конзерваторски радови 
83, сл. 7.
37 Живковић Б., Поганово, 27.
38 Живковић Б., Поганово, 27. he frescoes from both churches are 
dated to 1499.
39 Ljubinković, Manastir Veluće, 123.
40 Ljubinković, Manastir Lipovac, 124–125; Поповић М., Липовац.
41 Јуришић, Градац, 75–77.
42 Арсић, Пецикоза, Манастир и ктиторски гроб, 167–178.
43 Радојковић, Метал, средњовековни, сл. 68.
44 Поповић М., Липовац, 171.
45 Atanasov, Two Belts from 14th Century, 91–101.
46 Мадас, Славковица, 177–181.
47 Тотев, Сеновъ златен пръстен-печат, 97–108..

It was not rare for rings to have a certain mark or an 
apotropaic text, which made them even more impor-
tant for the wearer.48 Beside rings and bracelets, no-
blewomen also wore luxurious adornments, such as 
necklaces, earrings, circlets, garlands, and pins. In the 
portraits from the White Church of Karan (ig. 92), 
the ktetor’s wife and daughters are seen to be wear-
ing earrings of the same shape as the specimens found 
in archaeological contexts, not just in graves but also 
within collective inds - hoards.49

48 Parani, On the Personal Life of Objects, 157–176.
49 Bikić, Vizantijski nakit u Srbiji, 33–114, sl. 9, 10, 23–26.

Fig. 93. Dress, detail, irst half of the 15th century, St. Peter’s Church near 
Novi Pazar
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Like luxurious apparel and jewellery, a form of stress-
ing the power and wealth of the Serbian aristocracy in 
medieval society was also the use of expensive dishes. 
Cups from the late Middle Ages which belonged to the 
nobility or rulers were mostly made of gilded silver 
and displayed outstanding cratsmanship. Certainly 
objects that had been specially made to order, they 
may have been a ruler’s git to a nobleman as a token 
of gratitude for loyal service. he precious ones were 
placed in storage and served as a pledge for survival 
in times of hardship.50 An appliqué from such a cup 
was discovered in the narthex of the church in Velika 
Kruševica, in a grave that most likely belonged to the 
čelnik Hrebeljan. he owner of the discovered glass 
was engraved in the Serbo-Slavonic language: си| чаша 
чеоника хребелана, which combined with stylised loral 
motifs framed the central ield decorated with the mo-
tif of a bird (ig. 95).51

In the time of regional overlords, landowners such as 
the čelnik (leader) Smil, Jakov, Vlatko (ig. 96), and 
Dragoslav demonstrated their power also by minting 
their own money, which was done later by the voïvoda 
Ivaniš, the only nobleman who can be conirmed to 
have done so at the time of the Despotate.52 It is im-
portant to point out that numerous pieces of money 
were found in aristocratic tombs, as was the case with 

50 Гајић, Сребрне чаше, 14–16; Спремић, „Јело и пиће”, 134–135
51 Тошић, Манастир Манастирак, 149, 151–153; Гајић, Сребрне 
чаше, 28; Стародубцев, Задужбинарство и ктитори, 52.
52 Иванишевић, Новчарство средњовековне Србије, 170; Шуица, 
Немирно доба српског средњег века, 121–122, 124–126, 194.

the burial of the chietain Hrebeljan53 and in the tomb 
most likely of the ktetor of the Church of St. Nicholas 
near Bijelo Polje.54

he nobility’s spiritual life may to some extent be 
observed through items of personal devotion. What 
certainly stands out among the presently known sa-
cred items the Serbian medieval nobility possessed 
are the reliquary of the Musić brothers in Vatoped, as 
well as Toma Preljubović’s diptych in the cathedral in 
Cuenca, Spain, made between 1367 and 1384.55 It is 
also known that Serbian noblemen donated to monas-
tery brotherhoods gold and silver church vessels, icon 
lamps, candleholders and books.56 he donation of 
these gits not only demonstrated their power, but was 
tantamount to an act of piety. On the other hand, the 
icon of St. Nicholas, discovered in a sarcophagus in 
Slavkovica, indicates that the members of the aristoc-
racy also owned objects that had symbolic value for 
them. One such object, created sometime in the 10th 
century, was an icon obviously kept with care for a 
long time, which is particularly evident from the gold 
metalwork which was performed ater it was partly 
damaged (ig. PŠ).57

53 Тошић, Манастир Манастирак, 153.
54 Иванишевић, Налаз средњовековног новца, 221–232.
55 Радојковић, Метал, средњовековни, 81, сл. 38.
56 Стари српски хрисовуљи, 35.
57 Поповић М., Археолошка сведочанства о ктиторским сахра-
нама, 44–45; Мадас, Славковица, 121. D. Madas places the creation 
of the icon in the 11th or 12th century.

Fig. 94. Ring of nobleman Nikola Kosjer Fig. 95. Plaque from bowl of čelnik Hrebeljan
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It was not rare for the members of the elite class to 
live out their inal days as monks, among them Đorđe 
Ostouša Pekpal, known as Jefrem when he became a 
monk,58 the monk Dorotej, the founder of the Drenča 
monastery59 and others. hus, their graves do not 
contain expensive fabrics and items. On the other 
hand, during the irst half of the 15th century, many 
renowned noblemen decided to spend the last years of 
their life in the habit of a monk on Mount Athos, such 
as the well-known čelnik Radič in Kastamonitou.60 he 
protovestiarite Bogdan, founder of the Kalenić monas-
tery, also died on the Holy Mount.61

58 Томовић, Морфологија ћириличких натписа, 80–81.
59 Шуица, Немирно доба српског средњег века, 93–94.
60 Actes de Kastamonitou, 6–7; Спремић, Деспот Ђурађ Бранко-
вић, 204; Živojinović, Le grand čelnik Radič, 391–392.
61 Kolovos, A biti of 1439, 303–304.

he results achieved so far in researching the Serbian 
medieval nobility show that the demonstration of power 
and social status pervaded virtually all the segments of 
their existence, both in life and in death. he marks of 
nobility, in other words, wealthy individuals of elevat-
ed social status, are very diverse and can be identiied 
clearly. In that sense, particular importance is attached 
to the contexts of burials, both in terms of the position 
and appearance of the grave sites, and to the accom-
panying items. On the other hand, the way of life of 
the nobility required the search for luxuriously crated 
goods, made both in the Byzantine East and in the Ro-
man West. But, at the same time, it conspicuously con-
tributed to the development of cratwork in the local 
environment. he aforementioned items, manufactured 
with skill and from expensive materials, reveal the aes-
thetic criteria of the Serbian nobility, which at the same 
time relect both a Byzantine and a European character.

Fig. 96. Coins of noblemen: а) Jakov, b) Vlatko
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cHRoNoloGY

527–565 Reign of Emperor Justinian I.

527–530 First incursions by Slavic tribes from the lower 
Danube into hrace.

548 Slavic tribes from Pannonia cross the Danube 
and ravage the central parts of the Balkan Pen-
insula.

From mid-6th century, forays of Slavs into the 
Balkan Peninsula become more frequent.

582 Avars seize Sirmium.

582–602 Reign of Emperor Maurice. Last attempts at 
defending the northern border of the Empire 
from Avar and Slav assaults.

626 Avars and Slavs lay siege to Constantinople. 

634 Serbs and Croats arrive at the invitation of Em-
peror Heraclius (610–641) to ight as allies of 
Byzantium against the Avars; in return, they are 
allowed to settle in Illyricum. 

680 Bulgarians under Khan Asparuh settle east of 
the Danube.

c. 780–800 Reign of Serbian Prince Višeslav.

c. 800–820 Reign of Serbian Prince Prosigoj.

c. 850 Battles with Bulgarians successfully led by 
Prince Vlastimir, and, in later years, by his sons 
Mutimir, Strojimir and Gojnik.

c. 820–851 Reign of Serbian Prince Vlastimir.

851–891 Reign of Serbian Prince Mutimir.

867–886 Reign of Emperor Basil I.

854 Bulgarian Khan Boris attacks Serbia again. Af-
ter the conclusion of peace, prisoners of war 
exchanged at Ras, when the place is irst men-
tioned as a settlement or fort. 

Between 867 
and 874

Conversion to Christianity of the Serbian rul-
ing families from the ecclesiastical centres on 
the Adriatic coast. Serbian princes accept the 
supreme power of the emperor. 

892–917 Reign of Serbian Prince Petar Gojniković.

913–959 Reign of Emperor Constantine VII Porphyro-
gennetos. 

c. 926 Temporary occupation of Serbia, until 927, by 
the Bulgarian army led by Tsar Simeon. 

c. 933–c. 950 Reign of Prince Časlav.

c. 950 Dubrovnik diocese elevated to archdiocese, 
with jurisdiction over the regions of Serbia, 
Travunia and Zachlumia.

1018 Byzantine Emperor Basil II establishes the 
Catepanate of Bulgaria and heme of Serbia, 
following the collapse of the Bulgarian Empire.

1019–1020 Byzantine Emperor Basil II designates the ter-
ritorial size of the Archbishopric of Ohrid, also 
comprising the Bishopric of Ras.

1039–1042 Prince Vojislav seizes control of Serbia and Dio-
cleia, and subsequently of Travunia and Zach-
lumia.

1064 Hungarians seize Byzantine Belgrade.

1072 Aborted uprising against Byzantine rule in the 
theme of Bulgaria. he rebels proclaim Kon-
stantin Bodin, son of Prince Mihailo of Dio-
cleia, Tsar of Bulgaria.

1077 King Mihailo of Diocleia seeks the papal lag 
from Pope Gregory VII.

c. 1085 King Bodin of Diocleia seizes the region of Ras 
and appoints Vukan and Marko to govern it.

1089 Diocese of Bar elevated to the status of an arch-
diocese.

1094 Meeting of Emperor Alexios Komnenos and 
Raška Župan Vukan.

1096 he Crusader army passes through the territory 
of present-day Serbia, taking the military route 
from Belgrade, through Niš and Soia, to Con-
stantinople, while one part of the army makes 
its way along the roads towards the Adriatic 
coast. 

1118–1143 Reign of Emperor John II Komnenos.
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c. 1122 Emperor John Komnenos conquers Ras.

1127 During the Byzantine-Hungarian war, Serbs 
seize the fortress of Ras. Grand Župan Uroš I 
marries his daughter Jelena to the Hungarian 
heir and future king, Bela the Blind. 

1129 he Byzantine army conquers Ras. Grand 
Župan Uroš I recognises the emperor’s supreme 
authority, and pledges to supply military forces.

1143–1180 Reign of Emperor Manuel I Komnenos.

1147 Two large Crusader armies, led by German Em-
peror Konrad III and French King Louis VII, 
pass through Serbia, following the old military 
road from Belgrade through Niš and Soia to 
Constantinople.

1166–1196 Reign of Grand Župan Stefan Nemanja.

1172 Stefan Nemanja’s attempt to renege on his al-
legiance to Byzantine authority. Emperor Ma-
nuel I Komnenos enters Raška and the defeated 
Grand Župan marches in the emperor’s trium-
phal procession in Constantinople.

1180–1183 Reign of Emperor Alexios II Komnenos; ater his 
assassination Stefan Nemanja refuses to recog-
nise the new emperor Andronikos I Komnenos 
and sets out to conquer the Byzantine regions.

1185–1195 Reign of Emperor Isaac II Angelos.

1189 During the third passage of the Crusaders through 
Serbia, Stefan Nemanja and Friedrich Barbarossa 
meet at Niš and discuss forming an alliance. 

1191 In a battle on the South Morava River, the Ser-
bian army sufers defeat by the Byzantines. Ne-
manja returns a small part of the territories he 
seized to the Byzantine emperor, and marries 
his middle son and heir apparent, Stefan, to the 
emperor’s niece, Eudokia. 

c. 1191 Rastko Nemanjić goes to Mount Athos, takes 
monastic vows and becomes known as the 
monk, Sava.

1195–1203 Reign of Emperor Alexios III Angelos.

1196 Stefan Nemanja abdicates in favour of Stefan, 
now a nephew-in-law of the Byzantine emperor, 
and withdraws to the Monastery of Studenica as 
the monk Simeon, and subsequently to Mount 
Athos, the following year, where he stays until 
his death in 1199.

1198 he monks Simeon and Sava reconstruct the 
Hilandar monastery on Mount Athos.

1204 Fourth Crusade, the Crusaders sack Constan-
tinople and divide the Byzantine Empire.

1204–1261 Empire of Nicaea. he house of Nemanjić con-
siders it to be the successor to the old Byzan-
tium.

1204–1221 Reign of Nicaean Emperor heodore I Laskaris. 

1217 Coronation of Stefan Nemanjić as the irst 
crowned king ‘of all the Serbian and maritime 
lands’ – by means of a legacy sent to him by 
Pope Honorius III.

1219 he consecration of Archimandrite Sava Nemanjić 
as the irst Serbian archbishop ‘of all Serbian and 
maritime lands’ in Nicaea; the Ecumenical Patri-
arch and the Council in Nicaea give the Serbian 
Archbishopric the right to autocephaly. he Mon-
astery of Žiča becomes the seat of the archbishop 
and the coronation church.

1236 Archbishop Sava (Nemanjić) dies in the Bul-
garian town of Trnovo; the following year, his 
remains are transferred to the Monastery of 
Mileševa.

1243–1276 Reign of King Stefan Uroš I.

1259–1282 Reign of Michael VIII Palaiologos.

1261 Restoration of the Byzantine Empire at Con-
stantinople.

1274 King Uroš rejects the Union of Lyon.

1276–1282 Reign of King Stefan Dragutin.

1282–1328 Reign of Andronikos II Palaiologos.

1282 At the Council of Deževo, King Dragutin abdi-
cates in favour of his brother, Milutin, and re-
ceives his own, separate lands. he same year, the 
Serbs launch an attack on Byzantium and take 
Skopje, Polog, Ovče Polje and areas around the 
Bregalnica River. he following year they ad-
vance to the Aegean Sea.

1282–1321 Reign of Stefan Uroš II Milutin. 

c. 1291 Kuman–Tartar invasion of Serbia; Žiča is 
burned down. he seat of the Serbian Archbish-
opric is moved to Peć.

1298–1299 Byzantine-Serbian negotiations. Peace conclud-
ed in 1299, and strengthened by the marriage 
between King Milutin and Simonida, the daugh-
ter of the emperor, Andronikus II Palaiologos. 
Milutin’s conquests till then, the most important 
among them, northern Macedonia with Skopje, 
are recognised in the form of a dowry.  

1314 King Milutin captures, nearly blinds and exiles 
his son Stefan Dečanski because of the latter’s 
revolt against his authority. Stefan with his sons 
spends nearly seven years in Constantinople. 

1321–1331 Reign of Stefan Uroš III Dečanski.

1324–1337 Administration of Serbian Archbishop Danilo II.

1328–1341 Reign of Andronikos III Palaiologos.

1330 Battle of Velbuzhd – victory of the Serbian 
army led by Stefan Dečanski over Bulgarian 
Tsar Michael.  Stefan Dušan, the young king, 
demonstrates great courage in battle.

1331–1355 Reign of King Stefan Dušan.
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1334 King Dušan conquers regions in central Mac-
edonia, including Ohrid and Prilep. 

1341–1354 Civil war in Byzantium, between the regents of 
the under-aged Jovan V Palaiologos, and John 
Kantakouzenos, who proclaims himself emper-
or and protector of the Palaiologoi. 

1341–1391 Reign of John V Palaiologos.

1342 Alliance between John Kantakouzenos and 
King Dušan. he king’s conquests in south-
western Macedonia and northern Epiros.

1343 Alliance of regents with King Stefan Dušan, 
who, from that time, in his traditional title of 
ruler ‘of all the Serbian and maritime lands’, 
adds ‘of the Greek lands’.

1345 King Dušan seizes control of Serres, south-east-
ern Macedonia and the Holy Mount.

End of 1345 / 
beginning of 
1346

King Dušan proclaims himself as the emperor 
of Serbia and part of the Byzantine Empire; he 
most oten uses the title ‘vasilevs and autokra-
tor of Serbia and Romania’ (in Greek) and ‘em-
peror of the Serbs and Greeks’ (in the Serbian 
language).

1346 Imperial coronation of Stefan Dušan in Skopje. 
he Serbian Church is elevated to the status of 
a patriarchate, and Archbishop Joanikije is con-
secrated as the irst Serbian patriarch. 

1347–1354 Reign of John VI Kantakouzenos. 

1347 Emperor Dušan takes control of Epiros.

1348 Emperor Dušan takes control of hessaly.

1349 Dušan’s Code proclaimed at a state assembly in 
Skopje. (he Code is later amended and pro-
claimed at an assembly in Serres in 1354).

1352 Constantinopolitan Patriarch Kallistos and the 
Synod pronounce an anathema against Emper-
or Dušan and Patriarch Joanikije and the Serbi-
an bishops (the so-called Kallistos’ Anathema) 
because of Dušan’s coronation as Byzantine Em-
peror and the raising of the Serbian Church to 
the status of a patriarchate.

1352 he Battle at Demotika, in which Emperor John 
VI Kantakouzenos and the Turks defeat the 
supporters of John V Palaiologos, the Serbs and 
the Bulgarians.

1354 Turks seize the city of Gallipoli, and establish 
their irst stronghold in Europe.

1355 Emperor Dušan dies of unknown causes. he 
dissolution of his state soon leads to an epoch 
of internecine conlicts among the numerous 
regional overlords.

1355–1371 Reign of Emperor Stefan Uroš.

1365 Vukašin Mrnjavčević receives the title of king 
and becomes the co-ruler of Emperor Uroš.

1371 Battle of the Maritsa, King Vukašin  and Despot 
Uglješa Mrnjavčević are killed. Vukašin’s son, 
Marko, until then the ‘young king’, gains the title 
of king. With the death of the emperor Uroš, the 
male line of the Nemanjić family is extinguished.

1372–1389 Reign of Prince Lazar Hrebeljanović.

1375 Reconciliation of the Serbian and the Byzantine 
churches. he Ecumenical Patriarchate pardons 
Dušan, Uroš, Joanikije and the bishops, the Peć 
archbishop’s title of patriarch is recognised in 
internal communication, and Dušan’s title of the 
emperor of Serbia is posthumously recognised. 

1376–1379 Reign of Andronikos IV Palaiologos.

1377 he Bosnian ban Tvrtko I Kotromanić is 
crowned as the king of the Serbs, Bosnia, the 
Pomorje (maritime) and western lands.

1389 Battle of Kosovo, the death of Prince Lazar and 
Sultan Murat.

1391–1425 Reign of Manuel II Palaiologos

1402 he Battle of Angora, in which Stefan Lazarević 
wages war as the vassal of Sultan Bayazit. On 
his return from the battleield, in Constan-
tinople the Byzantine emperor awards him the 
highest title, that of ‘despot’.

1402–1427 Reign of Despot Stefan Lazarević.

1403–1404 Belgrade becomes the capital of the Serbian 
state (till 1427).

1408 Despot Stefan Lazarević is awarded the title of 
Knight of the Order of the Dragon, established 
by Hungarian King Szigismund.

1425–1448 Reign of John VIII Palaiologos.

1428–1430 he building of Smederevo, the new capital of 
the Serbian state.

1439 Despot Đurađ rejects the Florentine Union. 
Smederevo falls the irst time.

1440 First Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hun-
gary).

1449–1453 Reign of Constantine XI Dragases Palaiologos.

1453 Turks seize Constantinople. On 29th May, Sultan 
Mehmed II makes a ceremonial entry into the 
city, which becomes the capital of the Ottoman 
Empire – Istanbul.

1455 Turks seize Novo Brdo.

1456 Second Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hun-
gary).

1459 Smederevo falls to the Turks; the end of the Ser-
bian medieval state.
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ВИИНЈ = Византијски извори за историју народа Југослави-
је I–VI, Београд 1955–1986.

ГГБ = Годишњак града Београда, Београд

ГДКС = Гласник Друштва конзерватора Србије, Београд

ГСАД = Гласник Српског археолошког друштва, Београд

ГСУД = Гласник Српског ученог друштва, Београд

ЗЗСК = Зборник заштите споменика културе, Београд

ЗМПУ = Зборник Музеја примењене уметности, Београд

ЗМСЛУ = Зборник Матице српске за ликовне уметности, 
Нови Сад

ЗНМ = Зборник Народног музеја у Београду, Београд

ЗРВИ = Зборник радова Византолошког института, Београд

ЗФФ = Зборник Филозофског факултета, Београд

ИГ = Историјски гласник, Београд

ИСН = Историја српског народа I–III, Београд 1981–1983.

ИЧ = Историјски часопис, Београд

ЛССВ = Лексикон српског средњег века, edd. С. Ћирковић, Р. 
Михаљчић, Београд 1999.

НПЗ = Новопазарски зборник, Нови Пазар

ПКЈИФ = Прилози за књижевност, језик, историју и фол-
клор, Београд

РВМ = Рад Војвођанских музеја, Нови Сад

ХЗ = Хиландарски зборник, Београд

AAC = Acta Archaeologica Carphatica, Krakow

AP = Arheološki pregled, Beograd

AB = Archaeologia Bulgarica, Soia

BF = Byzantinische Forschungen, Amsterdam

BMGS = Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies, Birmingham

BZ = Byzantinische Zeitschrit, München

CA = Cahiers archéologiques, Paris

DOP = Dumbarton Oaks Papers, Washington D.C.

ODB = he Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium I–III, ed. A. P. 
Kazhdan, New York – Oxford 1991.

PG = Patrologiae cursus completus, ser. graeca, ed. J.-P. Migne, 
1–161, Paris 1857–1866.

VAMZ = Vjesnik Arheološkog muzeja u Zagrebu, Zagreb

ΔΧΑΕ = Δελτίον της Χριστιανικής Αρχαιολογικής Εταιρίας, 
Αθήνα

Антонова, Шумен = В. Антонова, Шумен и Шуменската кре-
пост, Шумен 1985.

Антоновић, Етничка кретања = М. Антоновић, Етничка 
кретања у Поморављу у XI и XII веку, in: Моравска Србија: 
историја, култура, уметност, ed. С. Мишић, Крушевац–
Београд 2007, 73–84.

Арсић, Пецикоза, Манастир и ктиторски гроб = Р. Арсић, 
В. Пецикоза, Манастир и ктиторски гроб из Ћелија код Лај-
ковца, ГСАД 22 (2006) 167–178.

Археолошко благо Косова и Метохије = Археолошко благо Ко-
сова и Метохије: од неолита до раног средњег века I (Зборник 
радова), II (Каталог), ed. Н. Тасић, Београд–Приштина 1998.

Архиепископ Данило II, Животи краљева = Архиепископ 
Данило II и његови настављачи, Животи краљева и архие-
пископа српских, превео Л. Мирковић, Београд 1935.

Бајаловић-Хаџи-Пешић, Накит VIII‒XVIII века = М. Баја-
ловић-Хаџи-Пешић, Накит VIII–XVIII века у Музеју града 
Београда, Београд 1984.

Бајаловић-Хаџи-Пешић, Налази византијске керамике = 
М. Бајаловић-Хаџи-Пешић, Налази византијске керамике 
XI–XIII века на подручју Србије, ЗРВИ 36 (1997) 139–154.

Бајаловић-Хаџи-Пешић, О налазима неких предмета = М. Ба-
јаловић-Хаџи-Пешић, О налазима неких предмета у готичком 
стилу на територији Србије, Саопштења 24 (1992) 217–222.
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