
EAA 2020
VIRTUAL
24-30 August

#Networking

www.e-a-a.org/eaa2020virtual
#eaa2020virtual

26th EAA Virtual
Annual Meeting 

Abstract Book



26th EAA Virtual Annual Meeting – Abstract Book

Technical editing: Kateřina Kleinová (EAA)

Design and layout: Kateřina Kleinová (EAA)

ISBN: 978-80-907270-7-6

European Association of Archaeologists

Prague, August 2020

© European Association of Archaeologists, 2020

ORGANISER

HOW TO READ THE ABSTRACT BOOK

The Abstract Book is ordered by session numbers which were allocated during the session submission (i.e., the number sequence is discon-

tinuous). 

Author’s affiliation is stated in brackets following the author’s name; where authors share the same affiliation, it is only stated once.

Index of Authors includes all session organisers and only the main authors of contributions.

Please note that names, titles and affiliations are reproduced as submitted by the session organisers and/or authors. Language and wording 

of titles and abstracts are not revised.

26th EAA Virtual
Annual Meeting 

Abstract Book



35	 BUILDING UP THE MOMENTUM IN ARCHAEO-GEOPHYSICS: THE “SOIL SCIENCE & ARCHAEO-GEOPHYSICS ALLIANCE” (COST ACTION 
SAGA-CA17131).............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 7

40	 INVISIBLE EXCAVATION: ARCHAEOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE SCIENCE OF ORGANIC MATERIALS FOR RECONSTRUCTING 
RITUAL PRACTICES AND DIET.................................................................................................................................................................................................... 10

43	 LIFE AND LORE IN THE LATE IRON AGE (C. 550-1050 AD) NORTH................................................................................................................................ 15

45	 CURRENT RESEARCH ON BRONZE AND IRON AGES HOARDS........................................................................................................................................ 19

46	 INTERACTION IN ACTION: HUMAN AND SOCIETAL ADAPTABILITY IN RESPONSE TO CHANGES IN CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT IN 
MEDIEVAL EUROPE....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 24

50	 LOST IN TRANSMISSION - FOLLOWING KNOWLEDGE IN HUNTER-GATHERER SOCIETIES [PAM]....................................................................... 27

55	 CASTLESCAPES............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 30

63	 THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE SKY.............................................................................................................................................................................................. 35

64	 RECONSTRUCTING FAUNAL EXPLOITATION PATTERNS, PALAEOECOLOGIES AND LIVING LANDSCAPES OF THE PLEISTOCENE [PAM]....
40

67	 GENS NORMANNORUM – UNDERSTANDING NORMAN INTERACTIONS THROUGH MATERIAL CULTURE......................................................... 48

72	 ARCHAEOLOGY AND INTERDISCIPLINARITY: THE NEW STATUS QUO OR THE NEW BUZZWORD?..................................................................... 50

77	 PLANTS MEET ARTIFACTS: DEVELOPING INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES TO IDENTIFY PLANT PROCESSING AND USE IN 
ARCHAEOLOGY [ARCHAEOLOGY OF WILD PLANTS].......................................................................................................................................................... 53

82	 COLLABORATIVE SYNTHESIS: THE EAA-SAA HUMAN MIGRATION PROJECTS.......................................................................................................... 59

84	 ISLAMICATE ARCHAEOLOGY IN EUROPE. THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM..................................................................................................................... 61

92	 DISENTANGLING INEQUALITY AND ITS MECHANISMS IN LATE PREHISTORIC EUROPE THROUGH ISOTOPE ANALYSIS............................. 67

99	 FROM THE FINAL PALEOLITHIC TO THE EARLY MESOLITHIC IN EUROPE – COMPARING REGIONAL RECORDS [PAM]................................. 69

104	 SIGNALLING INTENT: BEACONS AND MILITARY COMMUNICATIONS FROM ANTIQUITY TO EARLY MODERN TIMES..................................... 72

106	 ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE SILK ROAD: ANCIENT PATHWAY TO THE MODERN WORLD................................................................................................ 77

108	 ORGANIC NETWORKS: TRACING THE PROCUREMENT, TRADE AND EXCHANGE OF PLANT AND ANIMAL RESOURCES IN THE 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD....................................................................................................................................................................................................... 80

110	 BEYOND CAVE ARCHAEOLOGY: INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES TO HUMAN-CAVE INTERACTION IN EUROPE...................................... 82

121	 RECONSIDERING THE CHAINE OPÉRATOIRE: RECENT DEVELOPMENTS FOR THE STUDY OF NON-LITHIC MATERIALS.............................. 85

124	 ARCHAEOLOGY OF SOUNDSCAPES AND SOUNDSCAPES FOR ARCHAEOLOGY...................................................................................................... 88

127	 RECENT ADVANCES IN THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF HUMAN-REINDEER INTERACTION [PAM].................................................................................... 92

128	 TOWARDS AN ARCHAEOLOGY OF FERMENTED PRODUCTS: BUILDING A MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH................................................... 95

135	 ARCHAEOGENETICS, THE REAL MEANING: TOWARDS SYNERGIES BETWEEN GENETICS AND ARCHAEOLOGY........................................... 97

146	 MATERIALIZING SOUND IN ANTIQUITY: MATERIALS AS A BODILY AND SYMBOLIC COMPONENT OF SOUND OBJECTS...........................103

160	 SHAPING CULTURAL LANDSCAPES: CONNECTING AGRICULTURE, CRAFTS, CONSTRUCTION, TRANSPORT, AND RESILIENCE 
STRATEGIES. PART 1...................................................................................................................................................................................................................106

161	 SHAPING CULTURAL LANDSCAPES: CONNECTING AGRICULTURE, CRAFTS, CONSTRUCTION, TRANSPORT, AND RESILIENCE 
STRATEGIES. PART 2...................................................................................................................................................................................................................110

162	 MEDIEVAL OBJECTS, MATERIAL CULTURE APPROACHES, AND CROSS-DISCIPLINARY DIALOGUES..............................................................115

163	 BETWEEN TIME, BETWEEN METHODS: EXPLORING THE LINKS OF CHALCOLITHIC AND BRONZE AGE CARPATHIAN BASIN THROUGH A 
CERAMIC LENS.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................119

166	 ROOTED COSMOPOLITANISM: TOWARDS A GLOCALIZATION OF HERITAGE AND HERITAGE PRACTICES?....................................................123

173	 ARCHAEOLOGY AND ARCHAEOMETRY OF GLASS, 6TH TO 13TH CENTURIES CE: POSSIBILITIES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND 
HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION OF MAJOR CHEMICAL TYPES.......................................................................................................................................124

175	 FROM SKYSCAPE TO ARCHAEOLOGY. A DYNAMIC INTERACTION BETWEEN DISCIPLINES................................................................................129

176	 SMALL AND COMPLEX. NEW ANTHROPOLOGICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES ON MINIATURIZATION.................................132

177	 CHALLENGE, CHANGE, AND COMMON GROUND: THE ROLE OF SOCIALLY ENGAGED PRACTICE IN COMMUNITY ARCHAEOLOGY IN 
MODERN EUROPE........................................................................................................................................................................................................................136

183	 IDEAS ACROSS TIMES. CULTURAL INTERACTIONS IN THE CENTRAL-WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN SEA FROM VII CENTURY BCE TO THE 
LATE ROMAN AGE........................................................................................................................................................................................................................140

185	 MORPHOLOGICAL DIVERSITY IN ARCHAEOLOGY. DATA EXPLORATION AND VISUALIZATION BY GEOMETRIC MORPHOMETRICS.......146

Contents...



194	 IN TEXTILE LAYERS. WRAPPED HUMAN REMAINS, ANIMALS AND ARTEFACTS IN THE NILE VALLEY FROM PREHISTORY TO THE EARLY 
MEDIEVAL PERIOD. PART 1.......................................................................................................................................................................................................150

195	 IN TEXTILE LAYERS. WRAPPED HUMAN REMAINS, ANIMALS AND ARTEFACTS IN THE NILE VALLEY FROM PREHISTORY TO THE EARLY 
MEDIEVAL PERIOD.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................154

196	 NO MAN TRAVELS ALONE, HE TAKES HIMSELF ALONG: YAMNAYA TRANSMISSION AND/OR TRANSFORMATION DURING THE 3RD 
MILLENNIUM BC EUROPE..........................................................................................................................................................................................................158

211	 TRULY INTERDISCIPLINARY SCIENCE! CERAMIC, METAL, GLASS, AND STONE PROVENANCING STUDIES AS TOOLS TO UNDERSTAND 
THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF TRADE AND EXCHANGE..............................................................................................................................................................163

213	 MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO THE STUDY OF ENGRAVED ART.........................................................................................................................170

215	 NETWORKS OF INTERACTION AND COMMUNICATION: PATTERNS OF EMERGING COMPLEXITY......................................................................172

218	 ARCHAEOLOGY IN 3D – NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR OLD QUESTIONS. PART 1........................................................................................................176

219	 ARCHAEOLOGY IN 3D – NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR OLD QUESTIONS. PART 2........................................................................................................182

225	 LOOKING BEYOND THE MICROSCOPE: INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES TO USE-WEAR AND RESIDUE ANALYSIS...............................186

228	 THE EXCHANGE OF PLANTS AND FOOD PRACTICES THROUGH THE NEOLITHIC PERIOD TO IRON AGE..........................................................193

232	 EXPLORING LANDSCAPE EVOLUTION AND MATERIAL CULTURE’S IMPACT THROUGH INTERDISCIPLINARITY AND MULTI-MODELLING 
APPROACHES. NEW CHALLENGES IN ARCHAEOLOGY...................................................................................................................................................196

234	 COLLAPSE IN THE BASIN: REGIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE 1500-1200 BC TRANSITION IN THE CARPATHIAN BASIN........................199

235	 SPATIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXTS OF BARROW LANDSCAPES. THEORIES AND METHODS OF BARROWS INVESTIGATION IN 
MODERN ARCHAEOLOGY..........................................................................................................................................................................................................203

241	 OUT OF DATE? CURRENT ADVANCES IN RADIOCARBON DATING................................................................................................................................206

242	 MEDIEVAL TOWNS OF EUROPE AND THEIR SACRED SPACES......................................................................................................................................209

245	 ESTABLISHING BOUNDARIES: LINEAR EARTHWORKS, FRONTIERS AND BORDERLANDS IN EARLY MEDIEVAL EUROPE..........................212

252	 BUILDING NETWORKS! THE EXCHANGE OF KNOWLEDGE, IDEAS AND MATERIAL FOR BUILDING IN THE MEDIEVAL AND POST-
MEDIEVAL WORLD.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................215

253	 THE RURAL ECONOMY IN TRANSITION: AGRICULTURE AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY BETWEEN THE LATE ROMAN TIMES AND THE EARLY 
MIDDLE AGES................................................................................................................................................................................................................................221

260	 COPING WITH DEATH AT ALL AGES: (POST-)FUNERARY PRACTICES, MOURNING AND RESILIENCE...............................................................226

261	 ARCHAEOLOGY OF CENTRAL PLACES IN EUROPE: POWER, CHRISTIANITY AND FUNERAL RITUALS..............................................................232

262	 MODERN NETWORKS AND PAST NARRATIVES: ‘TREASURE HUNTING’, THE ART MARKET, SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS, AND CO-OPERATION 
FOR PROTECTION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE........................................................................................................................................................234

263	 FROM FRAGMENTED ARTEFACTS TO HOUSEHOLD ACTIVITIES. POTENTIALS OF HOUSEHOLD ARCHAEOLOGY IN SETTLEMENT 
RESEARCH.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................237

265	 CONNECTING PEOPLE AND IDEAS: NETWORKS AND NETWORKING IN THE HISTORY OF ARCHAEOLOGY....................................................244

267	 RECYCLING CULTURES: INTERPRETING THE WAYS RE-USING AND RECYCLING OF THE MATERIAL CULTURE AND LANDSCAPE ARE 
ATTESTED IN THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD.................................................................................................................................................................250

268	 RHYTHMS, ROUTINES AND REPETITION AGAINST CULTURE: THE EMERGENCE OF SOCIAL IDENTITIES IN SHARED EVERYDAY 
PRACTICES, FOOD STRATEGIES AND LIFESTYLES...........................................................................................................................................................251

269	 ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE EARLY MODERN COLONIAL LIMES...........................................................................................................................................255

275	 INTEGRATING HARD DATA IN THE INTERPRETATION OF MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY. EXAMPLES, ISSUES AND PERSPECTIVES...........256

276	 NETWORKS AS RESOURCES FOR ANCIENT COMMUNITIES..........................................................................................................................................260

279	 NEOLITHIC AND BRONZE AGE TELLS AND THEIR NETWORKS IN THE CARPATHIAN BASIN AND BEYOND.....................................................263

282	 PROTECTING CULTURAL HERITAGE IN FARMED AND FORESTED LANDSCAPES – MODELS OF ORGANISATION, SUPPORT, AND CASE 
STUDIES..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................267

288	 ARCHAEOLOGISTS, SITES AND METHODOLOGIES: PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL NETWORKS IN MID 20TH-CENTURY EUROPE..270

291	 EUROPEAN RESEARCH COUNCIL (ERC) GRANTS: WHAT ARE THEY, HOW TO APPLY?..........................................................................................273

293	 ROUND AROUND THE CIRCLE – CIRCULAR PHENOMENA AND THEIR MEANINGS IN EUROPEAN PREHISTORY...........................................273

295	 TINY TALKS ON TINY THINGS: NETWORKS ENCAPSULATED IN MINUTE OBJECTS................................................................................................279

299	 ROUTED ARCHAEOLOGY – ARCHAEOLOGICAL ROUTES AND THEIR IMPACT ON PERCEPTION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE IN THE 
LANDSCAPE...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................282

309	 BREAKING THE SPELL: RE-EVALUATION OF MEMORY DEVICES IN THE CARPATHIAN BASIN.............................................................................285

313	 MEDIEVAL MARKET ARCHAEOLOGIES: METHODS, CASES AND CONCEPTS...........................................................................................................286

314	 SENSITIZING AND ENGAGING THE PUBLIC: THE ROLE OF ONLINE LEARNING IN ARCHAEOLOGY AND HERITAGE EDUCATION..............290

316	 DOING OUR BEST, FINDING COMMON GROUND: ARCHAEOLOGICAL STANDARDS THAT TRANSCEND NATIONAL PRACTICE [PAA]....293

318	 TOWARDS AN ARCHAEOLOGY OF PARTISAN AND RESISTANCE NETWORKS AND LANDSCAPES IN 20TH-CENTURY EUROPE.............296

320	 EAA COMMUNITY ‘CLIMATE CHANGE AND HERITAGE’ (CCH) ROUNDTABLE...........................................................................................................299

322	 POST-MEDIEVAL PEOPLE AND THINGS: EXPLORING NETWORKS OF AGENCY.......................................................................................................299

325	 DISSEMINATING AND CURATING NON-VISIBLE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL LANDSCAPES THROUGH 
INNOVATIVE AND SUSTAINABLE IDEAS...............................................................................................................................................................................302

326	 THE COMPLEXITY OF NEOLITHIC LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT, DAIRY PRODUCTION, AND FARMING STRATEGIES NORTH OF THE ALPS....
306

327	 INTERPRETING ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS OF ENIGMATIC TUBULAR BONES AS SOUND INSTRUMENTS: POSSIBILITIES AND PITFALLS....
308

328	 POPULATION DYNAMICS AND ECOLOGICAL INFLUENCES IN EUROPEAN HUNTER-GATHERERS [PAM]........................................................312

336	 EXPERIENCING NETWORKS: PRACTICES OF TRADE AND VALUE ASSESSMENT THROUGH TIME AND SPACE............................................315

340	 CERAMIC IS FANTASTIC: THE LIFE-CYCLE OF POTTERY THROUGH CROSS-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES...............................................................317

342	 EXPLORING THE SZÉKELYFÖLD THROUGH A MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO THE PAST...........................................................................323

345	 CROSS-DISCIPLINARY APPROACHES IN ARCHAEOMETALLURGY. PART 1...............................................................................................................328

350	 SUSTAINABILITY, UNSUSTAINABILITY AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA.................................................................................331

356	 MOBILITY AND POPULATION TRANSFORMATION IN THE MIGRATION PERIOD AND EARLY MIDDLE AGES: CHANGING SOCIETIES AND 
IDENTITIES.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................335

357	 CHRISTIANITY AT THE FRONTIERS.........................................................................................................................................................................................339

361	 CROSS-DISCIPLINARY APPROACHES IN ARCHAEOMETALLURGY. PART 2...............................................................................................................341

364	 INTEGRATED METHODOLOGIES FOR THE STUDY OF LIFEWAYS, DIETARY AND OCCUPATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS IN PREHISTORIC AND 
HISTORICAL PERIODS.................................................................................................................................................................................................................345

367	 NOT ANOTHER 25 YEARS! COMBATTING HARASSMENT AND ASSAULT IN ARCHAEOLOGY [AGE]..................................................................351

372	 NETWORKS OF CHRONOLOGY AND CHRONOLOGICAL NETWORKS...........................................................................................................................354

376	 NETWORKS AND MOBILITY IN THE 3RD-2ND MILLENNIUM BCE BETWEEN THE MIDDLE-DANUBE AND THE ADRIATIC AREA: NEW 
IDEAS AND INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES................................................................................................................................................................357

379	 AIN’T NO REST FOR THE WICKED: CURRENT STATE AND PROSPECTS IN THE STUDY OF ‘DEVIANT’ BURIAL PRACTICES........................360

380	 OVER THE HILLS AND FAR AWAY: CONNECTIVITY WITHIN AND ACROSS MOUNTAINOUS REGIONS IN THE BALKAN EARLY NEOLITHIC....
362

380	 OVER THE HILLS AND FAR AWAY: CONNECTIVITY WITHIN AND ACROSS MOUNTAINOUS REGIONS IN THE BALKAN EARLY NEOLITHIC....
365

381	 ARCHAEOLOGY DAYS ACROSS EUROPE: SHARING ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE...............................................................................................366

386	 THE CROSS-CULTURAL CROSSBAR/ MUSIC AND THE HIGH CS...................................................................................................................................367

389	 EARLY AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITIES IN SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE: NEW DISCOVERIES, INTERPRETATIONS AND MODELS.............370

391	 PREHISTORY, ARCHAEOLOGY AND ARCHAEOLOGISTS AS REFLECTED IN SCHOOL BOOKS AND CURRICULA............................................377

392	 MULTISCALAR APPROACHES TO INTERACTION THE MEDITERRANEAN: SHEDDING LIGHT ON LOCAL AND REGIONAL MOBILITY........381

394	 THE URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY COMMUNITY NETWORK: URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY IN 2020.....................................................................................383

399	 SPECULATIVE ARCHAEOLOGY: CREATING METHODOLOGIES......................................................................................................................................386

400	 LATE NEANDERTHALS OF THE MIDDLE DANUBE BASIN IN CENTRAL EUROPEAN CONTEXT: CULTURAL VARIABILITY, INTERREGIONAL 
CONTACTS, DEVELOPMENTAL CAPACITIES [PAM]...........................................................................................................................................................390

401	 IMAGE-BASED 3D-DOCUMENTATION – NEXT LEVEL OF DATA STORAGE IN DIGITAL ARCHAEOLOGY.............................................................394

402	 THE IMITATION GAME: INVESTIGATING THE WHO, WHAT, WHY, WHERE AND WHEN OF IMITATIVE COINS...................................................397

405	 BIOARCHAEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES ON SOCIAL CHANGE DURING THE MIDDLE AGES..................................................................................399

409	 THE PRECARIAT IN ARCHAEOLOGY [ECA]............................................................................................................................................................................405

411	 EDUCATION SHAPING PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS OF MEDIEVAL ARCHAEOLOGY.........................................................................................................405

414	 DIGITAL POTTERY ARCHIVES: NEW METHODS OF DATA USE AND CLASSIFICATION............................................................................................408

415	 FROM ABACUS TO CALCULUS. COMPUTATIONAL APPROACHES TO ROMAN ECONOMY....................................................................................412

421	 SKIN, LEATHER, AND HIDE: SCIENTIFIC METHODS AND NOVEL APPROACHES TO THE STUDY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL LEATHER..........416

421	 SKIN, LEATHER, AND HIDE: SCIENTIFIC METHODS AND NOVEL APPROACHES TO THE STUDY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL LEATHER..........418

423	 SO WHAT? HOW TO GENTLY KILL YOUR DARLINGS OR HOW TO COMMUNICATE TO AN AUDIENCE AS WIDE AS POSSIBLE...................419

424	 GENDER AND ARCHAEOLOGY FOR NON-SPECIALIST AUDIENCES [AGE].................................................................................................................424



340 341

2	 CONTROLLING AND DOMINATING THE FORTIFIED LANDSCAPE – EARLY CHRISTIAN ARCHITECTURE 
ALONG THE DANUBIAN LIMES IN SERBIA

Abstract author(s): Jeremic, Gordana (Institute of Archaeology Belgrade)

Abstract format: Oral

During large-scale rescue archaeological researches in the area of the Danubian valley that belongs to present-day Serbia, for the 

needs of construction works on two large hydro-energetic systems (Đerdap I and II), a large number of archaeological sites from 

various prehistoric and historical periods was registered. The focus of this paper are military fortifications along the limes, used 

throughout the entire Antiquity period (1st/2nd–6th/7th century), which had, in their final phases (generally, in the 6th century), a 

church built within the ramparts, as the dominant edifice of the fortification. Unfortunately, findings with clear Christian traits – litur-

gical objects and objects of personal piety, have been registered only on very rare occasions, sometimes in secondary use. 

Church buildings belonged mostly to the one-nave type and had the baptismal function, and they represented the key point not only 

of the fortified landscape, but also the wider area, which remains unknown to us today, since the areas outside of fortifications have 

rarely been researched, and even then only on small scales, and therefore, we are lacking information on the scope and size of the 

settlements, their appertaining necropoles, as well as the existence of other Christian cult buildings outside of the defended space. 

In this paper, we will attempt to deal with questions regarding the relationship between church buildings and structures within the 

defended space, especially remains of military architecture. Also, during archaeological researches of the final phases of those for-

tifications important traces of different craft and secondary metallurgical activities were registered as well, bearing witness of the 

dominant sustainable and self-oriented economy of their inhabitants, with a prevalently civilian character. Important questions will 

deal with problems of more precise chronologies of the construction and usage of church buildings, until their final collapse, probably 

in the beginning of the 7th century.

3	 THE SPREAD OF ARIANISM IN THE LOWER DANUBE DURING LATE ANTIQUITY: THE CASE OF DACIA 
RIPENSIS

Abstract author(s): Gargano, Ivan (Université de Lille; PIAC - Pontificio Istituto di Archeologia Cristiana)

Abstract format: Oral

The spread of the religious doctrine formulated by Arius in the 4th century owes its success in large part to its dissemination in 

Illyricum. This doctrine was at the centre of violent political-religious struggles and major ecclesiastical controversies in the Balkans, 

because of the passionate rivalries between the members of the Church hierarchy. This important struggle was also due to the 

geographical position of the peninsula, which was the border between both political parts of the Empire: on the one hand, the West, 

dominated by the Niceno-Atanasian position, and, on the other hand, the East, more inclined to Arianism.

This paper proposes to study that phenomenon, both from the archaeological and the historical points of view, through the case of 

Dacia Ripensis. This late Roman province, which territory stretched between present-day Serbia and Bulgaria, has the particularity of 

having been the very centre of the Arian crisis, while being less studied little less than the other provinces of the region. For example, 

it is the province of a most well-known historical figure within the Niceno-Arian controversy: Palladius, bishop of Ratiaria.

If Dacia Ripensis was fully involved in the spread of the Arianism in the 4th century, that Christian religion was still practised there in 

the 5th and 6th centuries, in its variant developed by Bononus of Naissus. The Ariano-Bonosiac “heresy” was even so deeply rooted 

in this territory that the Emperor Justinian needed to take a legislative action to prevent its spread. The aim of this presentation 

will be thus to define the historical framework which has favoured the spread of this doctrine in Dacia Ripensis and to analyse the 

material remains interpreted as archaeological traces linked to the followers of Arius’ “heresy”.

4	 CHRISTIANITY AT THE FRONTIERS: THE CASE OF ROMETTA (SICILY)

Abstract author(s): Patti, Daniela (University of Enna)

Abstract format: Oral

During the Late Antiquity, Christianity changes and expands the boundaries and the perspectives of the sacred: it is evident, for 

instance, in the ”sacralization of the borders” by means of suburban sanctuaries.

The sacred spaces are signs and markers in the perception of the physical, symbolic and cultural spaces: therefore we have to study 

local contexts through the analysis of all the available sources, according to the perspective of global history of the ”Landscape 

Archaeology”.

In Late Antiquity, Sicily becomes one of the privileged places of religious coexistence in the Ancient Mediterranean: Christianity, 

Paganism, Judaism coexist and interact creating new forms of coexistence that is also reflected in the processing and in reuse of 

sacred spaces. 

A case in point is that of Rometta, in the south eastern part of Island: last frontier of the Byzantine Empire, place of last, heroic and 

desperate resistance to Islamic domination in AD 965.

Rometta is the last frontier of Byzantine culture in Sicily is highlighted by archaeological evidences related to the Byzantine Church 

of Jesus and Mary, once know as “Santa Maria Cerei” but also to the rock churches, one of which with several crosses carved in the 

rock, probably related to an early Christian community.

According to the studies, the Church of Jesus and Mary is the most visible evidence of Byzantine architecture in Rometta; actually, 

the latest archaeological research carried out on site by the scholar Giacomo Scibona, with the discovery of the Byzantine cemetery 

(built by the Church) and of foundations of the narthex, would allow us to reconsider the chronology. The news data suggest that 

the Church may have been built before, in the 6th century also on the basis of the comparison with inscribed cross churches type, 

known in the Greek East in the Late Antiquity.

5	 CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS ON LIGHTING DEVICES FROM THE PROVINCE OF SCYTHIA

Abstract author(s): Radu, Petcu (DANUBIUS Project, ANR / I-SITE ULNE / Museum of National History and Archeology at Constan-

ta) - Petcu-Levei, Ingrid (Museum of National History and Archeology at Constanta)

Abstract format: Oral

Depending on the context in which lighting devices are found, as well as their decoration, it is possible to understand more about 

their use in liturgical context. Lamps and other lighting devices were important religious objects, because of the sacred character of 

light, both for the living and the dead, connecting them to faith, for its protective power. Therefore, we know that light was central to 

some pagan rituals, as offerings in temples or in funerary rites being well known. In Christianity, light has also been symbolically and 

functionally tied to religious ceremonies. The lighting devices used in churches were considered as owned by the whole community 

as well as other religious regalia. Moreover, they were destined to attest to the importance of religion within society and were, there-

fore, fashioned in precious materials. Relying on the research made within the Lille (France)-based DANUBIUS Project (ANR / I-SITE 

ULNE), this poster intends to analyse that phenomenon from the point of view of the territory of the province of Scythia, in which we 

can identify two different lighting systems with Christian symbols: the first and most common being the oil lamp made from clay or 

rarely from bronze ; second, the suspended lighting devices for glass candles.

361	 CROSS-DISCIPLINARY APPROACHES IN ARCHAEOMETALLURGY. PART 2
Theme: 5. Theories and methods in archaeology: interactions between disciplines

Organisers: Saage, Ragnar (University of Tartu) - van der Stok, Janneke (University of Amsterdam; Metals Inc.) - Neiß, Michael 

(Uppsala University) - Jouttijärvi, Arne (Heimdal-archaeometry) - Wärmländer, Sebastian (Stockholm University)

Format: Regular session

Archaeometallurgy is a multidisciplinary field populated by researchers of varying backgrounds. Some researchers have their back-

ground in science or engineering, and focus on scientific analysis of metallurgical samples. Others prefer an experimental approach, 

trying to reconstruct ancient techniques and technologies through practical work. And some have their background in the human-

ities or social sciences, trying to understand metal objects and metal-working from a theoretical or cultural history point of view, 

or fit them into historical narratives. While all these approaches are valuable in themselves, the most useful archaeometallurgical 

research is often obtained when two or more approaches are combined. This typically requires different specialists to meet and 

collaborate – i.e. networking among researchers.

In this discussion session we welcome papers on ancient metalworking in a broad sense concerning the temporal and spatial frame-

works, yet with focus on methodologies to cross-disciplinary archaeometallurgical research. We particularly welcome papers that 

can stimulate discussions on how the same research material can be studied from different angles. One can think of ways to make 

analytical techniques more accessible and comprehensible to non-engineers or how to integrate social perspectives when investi-

gating ancient metalworking.

ABSTRACTS

1	 TO THE QUESTION OF THE DISPUTED PROBLEMS OF THE HISTORY OF THE BLACK METAL

Abstract author(s): Zavyalov, Vladimir - Terekhova, Natalia (Institute of Archaeology Russian Academy of Sciences)

Abstract format: Oral

The greatest importance of iron in the history was noted by many thinkers. The interest of researchers in the history of the discovery 

and development of ferrous metal is quite reasonable. However, a number of problems are still debatable. These are the reasons for 

the transition from bronze to iron, the role of meteoritic iron in the formation of the iron industry. 

There are several hypotheses regarding the reasons for the transition from bronze to iron: “environmental” (reduction of fuel re-

serves), “economic” (reduction of tin supply), “technological” (discovery of processes to improve the mechanical properties of fer-

rous metal). Each of these theses raises a number of criticisms. We would like to offer an alternative hypothesis. In our opinion, the 

decisive factor in the transition from the bronze industry to the iron industry was the discovery and development of methods for 

producing metallurgical iron (bloomery process). Convincing evidence of the beginning of the production of metallurgical iron could 

be considered the appearance of large forms objects of ferrous metal. We may give an example famous finds from Anatolia, which 

date back to the second half of the 3rd millennium BC. Thus, precisely this time can be considered the beginning of the development 

of ferrous metallurgy. 

One of the most interesting problems is the question of meteoritic iron role in the discovery of the method of metallurgical produc-


