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NAISSUS - PUMCKN 1 PAHOBU3AHTHMJCKIN I'PAL

Toppana JEPEMIW'h

Antnmukn Hawncyc (Naissus, Naiooog, Naiocoog, Naessus, urbs Naisitana, Navissus, Navis-
sum, Naiooobmol),! manammu Hum, pasBujao ce y IUIOfHO] pgonmHu peke Hwumrase (Navis-
50s), y LeHTpaTHUM penoBuma lopwe Mesuje (Moesia Superior), y obnactu Hapmanuje ([Nai]ssus
Darda[niae]), xaxo To cBegode Iltonemej y meny Geographia (I1I, 9. 4) u jeman HaarpoOHM HATIIUC
us Puma (militiae petitori...Naisso Dardaniae...).> Mano6pojH1 apXeo/lONIKY HaIas3u U OHOMACTUYKA
CBEJIOYAHCTBA YKa3yjy Ha TO Ja Cy y I'Pajjy U Ha HberoBOj TepUTOPUjU OMIM HaCTambeH) MpUIafHILIN
TPAYKOL, MIMPCKOT, KeITCKOT U JNAYKOr IIOPEK/Ia, Ka0 M CTAHOBHMIM U3 TPYKMUX obmacTy u u3 Mae
Asuje.?

Hacrao je Ha pasmebu Buiie nyTteBa, Koju Cy BOAWIM IIpeMa IpafloBUMa 1 Tykama: Viminacium,
Ratiaria, Serdica, Constantinopolis, Thessaloniki v Lissus, BOjHO ¥ eKOHOMCKM IIOBe3yjyhu pasHe fie/ioBe
IlapcTBa. Hacerpe momopopana fobuno je mynnuummnanuy craryc y II Beky. Hema pupexkTHux morsppa
Ja je rpaji IIO0CTao KOJOHMja, MAKO IHETOB 3HA4Yaj y MCTOpUju npoBuHLMje U LlapcTBa He MCK/bydyje
Ty MoryhHoct. Tepuropmja rpagma Owmaa je mpocTpaHa, Ha jyrosamajy je gocesana 0 JAaHAIIbe
Kypurymnuje (Ad fines), Ha ucTOKy ce rpannumia ca Pemesnjanom (Remesiana, bena Ilananka), a Ha
ceBepy ca arepom Xopeym Mapruja (Horreum Margi, Rynpuja).t

Hamcyc je muMao BaKHY yiory off BpeMeHa BOjHMUYKMX Hapesa y III BeKy, Kao 1 y KaCHOj aHTUIIN.
Y merooj 6rm3nnnm je map Knayauje 11, poben y okonmau u o6po nosuajyhu tepes, 269. ronyte ogHeo
BaxHy nobeny Hapx [otuma u ctekao emmrer Gothicus. llap Koncrantun I (306-337) je cBoj pomgun
rpaj ,BenmyaHcTBeHo ykpacuo™ (Constantinus.... natus in oppide Naiso atque eductus, quod oppidum
postea magnifice ornavit, Orig. Const. 2, 2). VIsBopu 6enexe fa n3 Haucyca notnde u Koncranuuje
111, yrnepuu BojckoBoba, koju je Kparko Bnagao 421. roguHe. Haucyc je Telmko cTpafao y XyHCKUM
nycromemyma 40-ux roguHa V Beka. O ToMe je usBemraBao IIpuck, koju je mponasno Kpo3 rpap 448.
ropuHe, Oenexxehn morpecHe mogaTke o APaCTUYHOM CMarbelby INOIyIalMje M O 3aMUpamy I'PajcKuX
CITy>KOU 32 Jlederbe GONIECHNUX M TIOKOMABabe IPEMUHYINX.”

Petrovi¢ 1979, 37.

CIL V1, 32937.

Petrovi¢ 1979, 33-36.

Vasi¢ 2013, 91.

Prisc. frg. 1 b; Wescher 1868, 89-90.
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NAISSUS -— A ROMAN AND EARLY BYZANTINE CITY

Gordana JEREMIC

The Antique Naissus (Naissus, Ndiocoog, Naiooog, Naessus, urbs Naisitana, Navissus, Navis-
sum, NaioooOmoA),! today’s city of Ni§, flourished in the fertile valley of the river Nisava, in cen-
tral parts of Moesia Superior, in the province of Dardania ([Nai]ssus Darda[niae]), as testified by
Ptolemy in his work Geographia (III, 9. 4) and by a grave inscription from Rome (militiae petitori...
Naisso Dardaniae...).> The few archaeological findings and onomastic testimonies available indicate
that the city and its’ territory were populated by people of Thracian, Illyrian, Celtic and Dacian
origin, as well as those originating from Greek territories and Asia Minor.?

The antique city expanded on the crossroads of several roads which lead to various cities
and ports, thus connecting, in the military and economic sense, different parts of the Empire. The
settlement of the local people obtained the status of municipium in the 2™ century; however, we do
not have direct confirmations on whether the city became a colony, even though its’ significance in
the history of the province and the Empire doesn’t allow us to rule that option out. The territory of
the city was vast, reaching all the way to today’s Kur§umlija - Ad Fines in the south-west, bordering
Remesiana (Bela Palanka) in the east, and the agger of Horreum Margi (Cuprija) in the north.*

Naissus played an important role from the period of barracks emperors in the 3 century
and in the Late Antiquity, too. In 269, Claudius II, who was born near-by Naissus and who knew
the terrain very well, won a very important battle against the Goths in the vicinity of the city, thus
gaining his nickname Gothicus. The Emperor Constantine I (306-337), born and raised at Nais-
sus magnificently decorated his home town, “Constantinus.... natus in oppide Naiso atque eductus,
quod oppidum postea magnifice ornavit” (Orig. Const. 2, 2). Sources note that Constantius III, a
renowned general who ruled for a short span of time in 421, was also born in this city. Naissus was
horribly afflicted by the raids of the Huns in 440s, as reported by Priscus, who passed through the
city in 448, writing down moving details on the drastic decrease of the number of inhabitants and
the declining toils of organizations in charge of treating the sick persons and burying the deceased
from the city.”

Petrovic¢ 1979, 37.

CIL VI, 32937.

Petrovi¢ 1979, 33-36.

Vasi¢ 2013, 91.

Prisc. frg. 1 b; Wescher 1868, 89-90.
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Y kacHoj anTnuy, y Haucycy je 6una akTuBHa fip>kaBHa papnonuna (officina) 3a uspagy npen-
MeTa Off TJIEMEHUTUX METAIa, KOja je OKYIUbaa Haj6o/be MajcTope s pasnudntux jenosa Llapctsa.b Y
criucy Notitia dignitatum nomuse ce Gpabpuka (fabrica) 3a morpebe pumcke Bojcke. Pazoj metanypruje,
3aHara ¥ TproBuHe oMoryhasaia je 6/M3MHa pyJHIKA Y HEIIOCPeHOM OKpYy>kewy (Aeraria). Y VI Bexy,
y BpeMe JycTuHMjaHOBUX rpaheBuHCKNX nopyxsara, y Hanucycy n okonuHy 06HOB/BEHO je MM M3HOBA
nopurHyTo 40 yTBphema, mTo ykasyje Ha €KOHOMCKY M BOjHY BaYKHOCT TPajia 1 HeTOBOT arepa.

ApXeonoIIKa ICTPaKMBamba Pas/IMINTOr MHTEH3UTeTa ce Ha Tepuropuju Haucyca ciposogie op
kpaja XIX Beka, au He y JJOBO/BHOj MepM Jia OY ce caryiefay U3IJIeS, X pa3Boj MPePUMCKOT M PUMCKOT
rpaga. PuMcko yrBpheme, mpaBoyraoHe ocHOBe, 6110 je MOAUTHYTO HAa MECTY KacHUje CpelOBEKOBHE
u Typcke TBphaBe, Ha mecHoj obamu Huirase, n mpeTmnocrassba ce Aa je 3ay3¥Maso IOBPUIMHY Off 22
XeKTapa. Y HeroBoM CpelMIImbeM Jemy Hamasno ce GopyM ca xpamoM (?), off Kora cy KOHCTATOBa-
He YeTUPU NOA3eMHe IOTyo0/INIacTo 3acBeieHe IPOCTOpHje, JeMOBU LMBUIHE OasulInKe U IIaBHUX
rpagcknx ymuna (cardo n decumanus).” Vicnpen rpanckux 6emema (extra muros), mpema Humasu,
VICHUTAHM Cy OCTALM TPafICKOT Kynaruia (thermae), moBpumiHe oko 775 m?, Koje je HOJUTHYTO Bepo-
BaTHO y II Bexy, a HajuHTeH3MBHUje je KopuitheHo TokoM IV Beka. [leoBM apXuTeKType ¥ BOTMBHI
crioMeHVK BojHoOr nekapa Claudius Magnus medicus-a n3 202. roguHe MOX/a yKa3yjy Ha IIOCTOjambe
BojHe 6omuune (valetudinarium) y jyxxaom geny poprudmkauuje.® Ha ocHoBy enurpadcknx cBeno-
YaHCTaBa M MCTOPUjCKUX M3BOPA, IO3HATO je fa Cy Iocaay KacapHe y Hamcycy umHuam npunagHm-
1y cohors I Cilicum, xoja je oBie 6opasuia fo 134. roguHe, a of BpeMeHa Mapka Aypenuja cohors 1
Aurelia Dardanorum.®

Y HemocpenHoj 6m3yHY yTBphema Hamaswuuae Cy ce 3aHAaTCKO-TproBauke 4eTBpTH (tabernae),
Ha MeCTy JaHallme AyToOycke craHmie. [leo TycKysHOr rpajckor domus-a HabeH je mpuimkom
3eM/baHMX PafioBa y CEBEPO3aIlaflHOM YITTy KaCHOAHTUYKOT yTBphema, Ha nokamuTery [pafcko mome
- memauka crasa.!® Op oBe rpabesune ucrmuraHo je meT mpocTopuja — YeTUPU KBaJpaTHE U jefHa
OKTOTOHAJIHA, ca 6OTraTOM MO3aMYKOM JIeKOpalMjoM, 3UOBMMA OCTMKAHNM (ppecKaMa, apXUTeKTOH-
CKOM MepPMEpPHOM IUIACTUKOM U JIe/IOBUMA CKYTIOLIEHOT HaMelITaja Off pe3bapeHx jenemnux porosa.'!
IIpetnocrasspa ce Aa je gomyc y IV Beky umao ynory palatium-a, mykcysHe pesupieHIuje 3a 60paBak
napeBa WM BUCOKMX JIPXKaBHUX cryxk6eHnka.!? Y okonunu rpaga cy 6mme nomurHyTe Bune, mMeby
KojuMa 1 KoMIutekc 13 IV Beka, Ha mokanutery Komcko rpo6sbe, Ha masmHama Bunuka, xoju je ciajao
Meby HajpackolrHuje feKopucaHe, ca MOJOBMMA yKpalleHNM GUIypasHIM MO3auIIMa ¥ MEpMepHIM
cevenum 1wrounnama (opus sectile).!3> Hajsehm 6poj Buma cranoBHmka Hamcyca Hamasmo ce oko
€KOHOMCKO-aJMIHICTPATUBHOT LIEHTPA y Hace/by yAA/beHOM TPU PUMCKe MIU/be, Y JaHallmbeM bpsom
Bbpony (Mediana).

CranosHmmTBo Hancyca je caxpamnBaHo Ha Bullle Hekporiona, Meby kojima je 1o caza HajBue
I03HATa OHa Koja je Tpajana of IV o moverka VII Beka, y raHaiumoj ueTptyt Jaropmu Mana. !4 Tpancka

6 Popovi¢ 1997, 134-138.
7 Tlerposuh 1993, 63-67.
8 [lpua 2001, 19-21.

9  Petrovi¢ 1979, 31-32.

10 Jepemuh 2007, 87-88.

11 Cerskov, Jeremi¢, Vitezovi¢ 2016, 104-111.
12 Tlerposuh 1993, 63-69.

13 Tyumh 1977, 91-96.

14 Popovi¢ 2014, 13-17.
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In the Late Antiquity period, a state workshop (officina) was active in the city, producing objects
made of noble metals, and it gathered the best craftsmen from various parts of the Empire;® also, a doc-
ument called Notitia dignitatum (Not. dig. or. X, 37) mentions a manufactory which produced items for
the needs of the Roman army. The development of metallurgy, crafts and trade was enabled by mines
located in the immediate vicinity of the city (Aeraria). In the 6™ century, during Justinian’s Restoration
of the Empire, 40 fortifications were restored or built anew at Naissus and its’ vicinity, which shows the
economic and military importance of the city and its’ ager.

Archaeological researches on the territory of Naissus have been conducted, with varying inten-
sity, from the end of the 19" century; however, they weren't extensive enough to allow us to obtain a
comprehensive overview of the appearance and development of the pre-Roman and Roman city. A Ro-
man fortification, with a rectangular basis, was erected in the same place as later medieval and Turkish
forts on the right bank of the Nisava, and it is assumed that it spread on the surface of 22 hectare. In
the central part of the fortification, a forum with a temple was located, where four subterranean semi-
circular vaulted rooms were found, as well as parts of a civilian basilica and remains of the main streets
of the city. Outside the city walls (extra muros),” towards Ni$ava, remains of a city bath (thermae) were
researched, with the surface of ca 775 m?, built probably in the 2™ century, with the most intensive
use period during the 4™ century. Findings of parts of architectural units and of a votive monument of
a military doctor Claudius Magnus medicus from 202, could serve as indications of the existence of a
military hospital in the southern part of the fortification.® On the basis of epigraphic testimonies and
historical sources, it is known that the barracks at Naissus were manned by soldiers from the cohors I
Cilicum, which was stationed here until 134. From the reign of Marcus Aurelius, the permanent unit of
soldiers in the city consisted of members of the coh I Aurelia Dardanorum.’

In the immediate vicinity of the fortification, crafts-trade districts (tabernae) were situated, in the
location of today’s bus station. A part of a luxurious city domus was discovered during earthworks in
the north-western part of the Late Antiquity fortification, at the site of Gradsko polje — Pesacka staza.'°
Five rooms of this building were researched - four square rooms and one octagonal, with a rich mosaic
decoration, fresco-painted walls, pieces of architecture made of marble and parts of sumptuous furni-
ture, which were made of carved deer antlers.!! It is assumed that the domus could have had the role
of a palatium, luxurious residence of emperors or high dignitaries of the state during the 4™ century.!?

In the surroundings of the city, villas were erected, amongst which the 4™ century complex from
the site of Konjsko groblje, on the slopes of Vinik, was most richly decorated, with floors ornate with
figural mosaics and marble cut tiles (opus sectile).!® The largest number of villas belonging to the inhab-
itants of Naissus, organized around the economic-administrative centre, was researched in a settlement
located at the distance of three Roman miles, in today’s city of Brzi Brod (Mediana).

The inhabitants of Naissus were buried on several necropoles, amongst which the most famous
one is the necropolis which was in use during the period from the 4™ up to the beginning of the 7®

Popovi¢ 1997, 134-138.

Petrovi¢ 1993, 63-67.

Dréa 2001, 19-21.

Petrovic¢ 1979, 31-32.

10 Jeremi¢ 2007, 87-88.

11 Cergkov, Jeremi¢, Vitezovi¢ 2016, 104-111.
12 Petrovi¢ 1993, 63-69.

13 Gusi¢ 1977, 91-96.
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HeKpomona AyX myTa 3a Panujapujy 6una je yp6aHUCTUYKM ¥ KOMYHA/ITHO ZOOPO OpraHM30BaHa, ca
BuIIIe IPO6/bAaHCKUX IIPKaBa y CPEAUIIbEM Ie/TY, Y KOjMa I OKO KOjUX je CaXparmUBaHO IPUBIUIETOBAHO
cTaHOBHMIITBO. Ha m10j cy 3abenexxeHn pasnmmunty obmuuny rpo6oBa, Off jefHOCTAaBHUX jaMa [0
JIyKCY3HUX TIOPOAMYHMX TPOOHMIIA ¥ Maysojeja, Mehy kojuma cy MHOrM OCIMKaHM ¢peckama ca
¢burypanHuM, alcTpaKTHUM U BereTaOV/IHMM MOTUBYIMA, IIPETEXXHO Y APYroj IOTOBUHY WU KpajeM
IV Beka.!®

15 Jeremic 2013, 129-135.
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century in today’s suburb of Jagodin Mala.!# This city necropolis, located along the road to Ratiaria,
was well-organized in the urbanistic and communal sense, with several graveyard churches erected in
the middle part, in which and around which members of privileged local families were buried. Various
forms of burials were noted at the necropolis, from those in simple grave pits, all the way to luxurious
tombs and mausoleums, several of which were fresco-painted (figural, abstract, vegetable motives),
mostly in the second half or the end of the 4™ century.!®

14 Jagodin Mala 2014, 13-17.
15 Jeremi¢ 2013, 129-135.
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