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3	 SHAMANS AND CHIEFS: THE PATTERNS OF SOCIAL INEQUALITY IN NEOLITHIC NEAR EAST

Abstract author(s): Türkcan, Ali Umut (Anadolu Üniversitesi)

Abstract format: Oral

The emergence of social inequality in the human past as well as in the Near East Neolithic Studies is the subject of long-running de-

bates amongst archaeologists and anthropologists. Social complexity studies from Childe to Binford until seventies, from Cauvin to 

Hayden until 2000’s have been identified in major decades for almost 100 years. Features of Urbanism, social complexity, complex 

symbolism of religion that are evidenced in Jericho, Çayönü and especially Çatalhöyük had opened discussion on social inequality 

with many aspects as the “mega-sites” that are evidently laid-out according to a plan, import of raw material in large quantities, 

exploitation of metal, lime; it is no more possible to call the sites of Neolithic culture as simple villages. 

In the light of new discoveries from 1990’s especially with Göbekli Tepe; the presence of monumental buildings, Displays of such 

a wealth expenditure in these settlements seem to have taken the form of elaborate monumental buildings. They are followed by 

similar sites and new excavated sites in the same area (Harran, Şanlıurfa) with similar rich array of iconography; some PPNA sites in 

Upper Tigris area with earlier prototypes of cult buildings as well as exotic and nonfunctional “ritual” objects that require prodigious 

amounts of human labor within skilled craftsmen. Combined with evidence for an unequal distribution of goods (especially exotic 

prestige items) within communities, the evidence seems to show that early complex societies might have engaged to some degree 

in the accumulation of wealth and power through trade.

   At the dawn of earliest sedentary hunter gatherer communities so called as “Neolithic” societies with new subsistence strategies 

at the end of Younger Dryas environmental conditions, the proposal is a discussion how and why setting up these iconography and 

conspicuous buildings with prestige items seems to be major part of an earliest growing social hierarchy.

4	 DEATH’S REFLECTION: WHAT DO MORTUARY PRACTICES ACTUALLY REVEAL ABOUT SOCIAL 
STRUCTURE AND INEQUALITY IN THE NEOLITHIC OF SOUTHWEST ASIA?

Abstract author(s): Haddow, Scott (University of Copenhagen)

Abstract format: Oral

Mortuary practices are one of the key archaeological indicators through which social relations and social inequalities may be identi-

fied in the deep past. However, while the manner in which a society chooses to dispose of its dead may reveal important information 

about the way it organizes itself, it may also serve to obscure, elide or completely invert the social structures of the living. While ev-

idence from a variety of archaeological data sources, including architecture, material culture, food remains and mortuary practices 

themselves, has been used to characterize Neolithic societies as dominated by a “fierce egalitarianism”, a closer examination of the 

variation observed within the realm of mortuary practices reveals indicators of nascent social differentiation, in which individuals 

received differing post-mortem treatments based on selection criteria that are, at the moment, not well understood. This variation is 

seen most clearly in the range of secondary burial treatments observed throughout the Neolithic of Southwest Asia, in particular the 

so-called “skull cult”, although other skeletal elements, and even whole bodies, were manipulated in similar ways as part of extended, 

multi-stage funerary rites. The location of burials and the presence/absence of grave goods are also highly variable. What remains 

unclear is the nature of these forms of social differentiation; for example, do they reflect the existence of hierarchical (vertical) or 

heterarchical (horizontal) social structures? In our quest for interpretation, however, we often ignore the subtle ways in which these 

practices are expressed both regionally and temporally. This paper will explore the use and abuse of mortuary practices in elucidating 

Neolithic social structures in Southwest Asia.

5	 BALANCING DIFFERENCES: PATTERNS OF SOCIAL DIFFERENTIATION AND INTEGRATION WITHIN 
LARGE NEOLITHIC COMMUNITIES

Abstract author(s): Mazzucato, Camilla (Stanford University)

Abstract format: Oral

It is widely believed that hierarchical societies originally developed as the inevitable outcome of large-scale, intense social inter-

actions that first took place within the densely populated settlements of the Neolithic period. This view is rooted in the idea that 

social stratification and inequality developed as a way of resolving the scalar-stress and group conflict that is thought to be associ-

ated with the increase of settlement sizes in the Neolithic. This perspective has been challenged by recent archaeological research 

that has complicated/problematized the linear narrative of the emergence of social differentiation and inequality in prehistory. This 

paper explores the mechanisms of social integration and differentiation that emerge within large Neolithic settlements when no 

clear signs of hierarchical arrangement of society or concentrations of power have been observed. What are the processes that 

integrated and held these communities together? How were group identities balanced within these vast settlements? Additionally, 

what role do houses play in the formation of social life within these Neolithic sites? This paper focuses on the identification of these 

processes in the archaeological record and on tracing their changes through time and space using Çatalhöyük as a case study and 

network science as a methodological approach.

6	 ŞEREFE! THE BEGINNING OF COMMENSAL DRINKING PRACTICES IN PREHISTORIC ANATOLIA

Abstract author(s): Schoop, Ulf-Dietrich (School of History, Classics and Archaeology)

Abstract format: Oral

Commensal drinking and the use of specialised drinking equipment are known to have played an important role in elite behaviour and 

elite display in western and central Anatolia during the 3rd and 2nd millennia BC. This contribution will trace the history of commensal 

drinking practices further back into time. It will be shown here that commensal drinking was adopted, in a comparatively rapid pro-

cess, as a fundamental social practice in some (but maybe not all) Anatolian regions during the final centuries of the 5th millennium 

BC. This contribution will argue that this phenomenon is part of a larger shift towards more competitive socio-economic practices 

taking place at the same time. Questions asked are how the new practice(s) relate to ideological priorities of preceding periods and, 

given their context in later times, whether or not they signify the first steps toward the emergence of stable social hierarchies and 

economic inequality in the region.

7	 TRACING SOCIAL INEQUALITY IN THE NEOLITHIC THROUGH TECHNOLOGY

Abstract author(s): Vitezovic, Selena - Antonovic, Dragana - Mihailovic, Danica (Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade)

Abstract format: Oral

Although prehistoric technologies are sometimes perceived as being purely practical and ergonomic, they reflect multiple aspects 

of the cultural and social relations of a given community. One of the theoretical frameworks for studying technologies is the notion 

of practical and prestigious technologies, where practical technologies are used to solve basic needs, such as acquiring food, mak-

ing of shelter, while prestigious technologies are used to solve a social problem, to negotiate and display power and prestige, etc. 

In this paper, we will analyse some of the aspects of the lithic and osseous technologies in the Late Neolithic Vinča culture in the 

central Balkan area, with particular focus on rare, exotic, luxurious raw materials: marine shells and lithic raw materials such as mar-

ble, obsidian, etc. Beside their exotic origin, their technological traits and life biographies (intensity and duration of use, instances 

or repair, modes of discard, etc.) suggest these were valued raw materials. The distribution, diversity and frequency of these items 

vary considerably from site to site, showing that only limited number of settlements and individuals had access to them. The site 

of Vinča-Belo Brdo particularly stands out among other Vinča culture settlements by diversity and frequency of items made from 

luxurious raw materials, but there are also some other sites that yielded interesting artefacts, such as the site of Pločnik, where 

several ornaments made from marine shells were discovered, along with some other less frequently encountered lithic raw materi-

als. This shows that there were differences in economy between different settlements, but also in their importance and wealth, and 

presumably status. However, at present state it is difficult to assess whether prestigious status was held by individuals, smaller 

(perhaps family) group or larger groups.

8	 PRISTINE EGALITARIAN CITIES? EVALUATING THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE FROM TRYPILLIA 
‘MEGA-SITES’

Abstract author(s): Ohlrau, René (Institut fuer Ur- und Fruehgeschichte Kiel; ROOTS) - Arponen, V.P.J. (ROOTS)

Abstract format: Oral

Recently, the Chalcolithic Trypillia ‘mega-sites’ of the Northern Pontic forest steppe have been characterized as low-density egal-

itarian cities. The question whether the ‘mega-sites’ provide an example for the integration of larger groups without hierarchical or 

state organization is an essential part of the counter narrative against traditional models of social evolution.

The currently proposed seasonal, minimalist, and low-density models clearly argue against Trypillia sites as examples for large and 

integrated populations. In the current conceptualization it appears that only if Trypillia societies were allowed to seasonally fission, 

it would have been possible to integrate a modest population by egalitarian institutions for some time during the summer. Can this 

hold true?

This paper investigates the archaeological evidence for both egalitarian mechanisms and social inequalities from larger and smaller 

settlements following a diachronic perspective. Social inequalities will be evaluated within the framework of the capability approach 

to reach beyond wealth and towards differential opportunities and perspectives.

While previously the uniformity of the settlement and building layout was emphasized, the research of the last decade produced a 

variety of features, among them buildings of exceptional size, form, and position within the settlements. The taphonomy, inventory, 

and relations of the various building classes will be discussed. Other features such as enclosures, plazas, and the distribution of 

specialized crafts provide further context for the evaluation.

As a result, the framing of these settlements provides a building brick for understanding the trajectory of European social prehistory.

9	 EGALITARIAN PRACTICES AMONG NEOLITHIC FARMERS IN THE SOUTH OF EASTERN EUROPE

Abstract author(s): Kiosak, Dmytro (Ca’ Foscari University of Venice)

Abstract format: Oral

Neolithic societies to the east of Carpathians can be characterized with a paradox. There are many cases of collective construction 

efforts well known to specialists in the field. Their results sometimes are exceptional like regular layouts of Trypillian mega-sites. 
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Toreld, Christina	 244

Torfing, Tobias	 5

Tornero, Carlos	 21

Torres Gomariz, Octavio	 236

Torv, Mari	 412, 492

Tóth, Boglárka	 116

Tóth, Peter	 276

Tottman, Walker	 167

Toulouse, Catherine	 213

Trapero Fernández, Pedro	 295, 690

Trautmann, Bernd	 428

Travé Allepuz, Esther	 445, 530

Trein Salgado, Eduardo	 340

Tremeaud, Caroline	 348

Trentacoste, Angela	 282, 513

Trimmis, Konstantinos	 179, 505

Trinder, Ermelinda	 49, 691

Trinks, Immo	 144

Trolle, Tine	 389

Troncoso, Andres	 361

Tsakanikou, Peny	 297

Tsouparopoulou, Christina	 525

Tuovinen, Saara	 87

Turek, Jan	 343, 392

Turley, Cameron	 355

Turnbull, Molly	 246

Turner, Daniel	 273

Turner, Sam	 179

Türkcan, Ali Umut	 171

Twomey, Carolyn	 438

Tykot, Robert	 206, 498

Tys, Dries	 214, 473

Tyson, Rebecca	 473

U
Uchiyama, Junzo	 462

Uhl, Regina Anna	 514

Uhlig, Tobias	 359

Uleberg, Espen	 476

Ulguim, Priscilla	 497

Unsain, Dianne	 359

Unt, Agnes	 326

Uribe Chinen, Claudia	 517

Usadel, Marie	 313

Uytterhoeven, Inge	 491

V
Väisänen, Teemu	 691

Vadillo Conesa, Margarita	 462
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Valdez-Tullett, Joana	 503

Valente, Rossana	 491

Valenzuela-Lamas, Silvia	 513

Valiulina, Svetlana	 86

van den Berg, Mathilde	 230

van den Berghe, Kasper	 326

van den Dries, Monique	 294

van der Jagt, Inge	 94

van der Meulen-van der Veen, Berber	 318

van der Stok, Janneke	 318, 501

van Dijk, Joyce	 359

van Helden, Daniël	 235

van Leusen, Martijn	 179, 295

Van Londen, Heleen	 165

Van Maldegem, Elliot	 344

Van Schaik, Katherine	 428

Van Staevel, Jean-Pierre	 279

van Zon, Marleen	 337

Vandam, Ralf	 295, 296

Vander Linden, Marc	 344, 516

Vandkilde, Helle	 114, 115

Vanzetti, Alessandro	 34, 115

Vaquero, Pablo	 153, 313

Varalli, Alessandra	 456, 513

Väre, Tiina	 87, 452

Vařeka, Pavel	 165

Vargha, Mária	 22

Vasile, Diaconu	 273

Vasile, Gabriel	 346

Vasiliauskaite, Asta	 318

Vautrin, Adeline	 528

Vazquez Fiorani, Agustina	 690

Vegh, Emese	 390

Veiga-Rilo, Clara	 149, 171

Velios, Athanasios	 260

Vendome-Gardner, Charlotte	 503

Verbrugghe, Geert	 473

Verdellet, Cécile	 377

Vergidou, Chryssa	 497

Verhagen, Philip	 5, 487

Verhegge, Jeroen	 144, 296

Vermeersch, Shyama	 282

Verschuur, Marjolein	 94

Vesakoski, Outi	 412

Veselka, Barbara	 428

Veys, Fanny	 517

Vicens-Saiz, Laura	 480

Vicenzutto, David	 344

Victor, Megan	 355

Vidal Lorenzo, Cristina	 95, 236

Videiko, Mariia	 214, 463

Videiko, Mykhailo	 94, 470

Vila, Oriol	 277, 453

Vilarinho, Gil	 295, 463

Vilmercati, Melissa	 222

Vincent, Vaiana	 284

Vindrola Padros, Bruno	 167, 377

Vintar, Anja	 544

Vis, Benjamin	 245

Visocka, Vanda	 273

Vitezovic, Selena	 171, 518

Vlach, Marek	 5, 487

Vlachou, Aphrodite	 691

Voisin, Jean-Luc	 500

Vokotopoulos, Leonidas	 179

Von Rüden, Constance	 313

Vondrová, Hana	 149

Voronova, Ariadna	 268

Voss, Hans-Ulrich	 469

Vostrovská, Ivana	 354

Voulgari, Evangelia	 351

Voutsaki, Sofia	 35

Vrettou, Irene	 381

Vrydaghs, Luc	 251, 319

Vukovic, Jasna	 436, 496

Vyazov, Leonid	 232, 537

Vybornov, Alexander	 394, 462

W
Wadyl, Sławomir	 389

Wager, Emma	 690

Waldhart, Elisabeth	 167, 172

Walker, Samuel	 141

Walsh, Kevin	 179, 219

Walsh, Matthew	 172

Wang, Xiaoran	 221

Wärmländer, Sebastian	 501, 693

Warren, Graeme	 479, 684

Wathen, Crista	 505

Watson, Sadie	 94

Wawrzeniuk, Joanna	 362

Wazny, Tomasz	 143

Weber, Mara-Julia	 462

Webley, Robert	 473

Webster, Lyndelle	 114

Wehren, Helena	 206

Weiberg, Erika	 114

Weide, Alexander	 278

Welty, Shannon	 497

Wennberg, Tom	 284

Werra, Dagmara H.	 205

Werther, Lukas	 473

Weski, Timm	 547

Wessman, Anna	 156, 230

West, Catherine	 355

Westmont, V. Camille	 233, 265, 347

Whatley, Stuart	 441

White, Hilary	 141

White, Jessica	 149

White, Sina	 344

Whitefield, Andrew	 521

Whitehouse, Nicki	 48, 278, 282

Whitford, Brent	 520

Wholey, Heather	 97

Wickler, Stephen Kent	 427

Wieckowska-Lüth, Magdalena	 296

Wiethold, Julian	 337

Wigg-Wolf, David	 469, 471

Wild, Markus	 547

Wilk, Stanislaw	 330

Wilkes, Fynn	 228

Wilkins, Brendon	 153, 427

Willems, Annemarie	 495

Wilson, Lucy	 206

Wilton, Antje	 373

Windle, Morgan	 486, 541

Wink, Sarah	 383

Winter, Rachel	 525

Winter-Schuh, Christine	 456

Wirth, Stefan	 417

Witcher, Robert	 230

Witte, Frauke	 284

Wittenberger, Mihai	 432

Wittmann, Sarah-Julie	 509

Wiznura, Adam	 334

Wojnar, Joanna	 143

Wojtecki, Jakub	 509

Wollentz, Gustav	 294

Woloszyn, Marcin	 375

Wouters, Barbora	 441, 465, 542

Wright, Holly	 476

Wright, Joshua	 549

Wright, Parrish	 298

Wroth, Kristen	 319

Wu, Rubi	 169

Wunderlich, Maria	 120

Wynne-Jones, Stephanie	 281

X
Xanthopoulou, Vayia	 496

Xiradakis, Polyna	 111, 370
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Y
Yamasaki, Mari	 525

Yang, Xun	 337

Yasur-Landau, Assaf	 114, 115

Yaworsky, Peter	 297

Ylimaunu, Timo	 693

Ystgaard, Ingrid	 144

Z
Zágorhidi Czigány, Bertalan	 116

Zagurskyte, Aurelija	 188

Zak, Claire	 334, 511

Zamelska-Monczak, Kinga	 690

Zaneri, Taylor	 350

Zanina, Oksana	 256

Zapolska, Anna	 389

Zarzuela, Paloma	 327, 522

Zastrozhnova, Evgenia	 690

Zavagno, Luca	 530

Zavodny, Emily	 529

Zavyalov, Vladimir	 501

Zear, Asem	 86

Zelentsova, Olga	 116

Zeman, Piotr	 114, 315

Zeman-Wisniewska, Katarzyna	 383

Zeviani, Camilla	 315, 513

Zeyfer, Vladimir	 86

Zhao, Pengzhi	 179

Zhou, Junjie	 440

Zhushchikhovskaya, Irina	 394

Ziegler, Michael	 529

Zimina, Oksana	 537

Zimmermann, Andreas	 228

Ziólkowski, Mariusz	 46, 548

Zissu, Boaz	 438

Živaljevic, Ivana	 48

Živkovic, Jelena	 86

Zotkina, Lydia	 360, 361

Zotti, Georg	 46

Zubrow, Ezra	 341, 521

Zurkiewicz, Danuta	 482

Zschieschang, Christian	 375
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