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Abstract. — The scattered coin hoard from Paracin consists of ten denarii and one antoninianus, ranging from
Marcus Aurelius to Gordian I11. According to the information recorded in literature, it was found in a ceramic
vessel, which indicates that it was part of a much larger hoard, the original contents and the size of which are
unknown to us. The preserved number and the contents do not allow the possibility for the usual statistical
analyses, nor a more precise dating of its depositing. Despite its significantly impaired integrity and it belonging
to the category of insufficiently reliable historical sources, it nevertheless testifies to the existence of one more coin
hoard in central Pomoravlje. A correlation with other well-documented hoards from this area, which were located
on the main communication road in Roman times, and the closer and the wider surroundings of the Horreum
Margi, almost all of which were stored around the middle of the 34 century, allows, with all restrictions,

the conditional assumption that the hoard from Paracin could have been buried during the same period.

Key words. — Roman Empire, scattered coin hoards, Paracin, Horreum Margi, Moesia Superior

he first information on the scattered mo-
netary find from Paracin was given by R.
Mari¢ in 1956, in a report on the hoards
that had arrived at the National Museum in Bel-
grade. According to him, the Roman coin hoard,
which was stored in a ceramic vessel, was found
on the premises of the Glass Factory in Paracin.
Following the discovery, one part was scattered,

another part retained in Para¢in for a museum
that was to be established, while 10 antoniniani
from Caracalla to Gordian III' arrived at the
National Museum in Belgrade. This information
from Maric¢’s report was also cited later in litera-

1 Mapwuh 1956, 179-180, no. 7.

* The study results from the projects: Roman Coin Hoards from Serbia. Numismatic Collection of the National Museum in
Belgrade (B. Bori¢-Breskovi¢) — Ministry of Culture and Information of the Republic of Serbia; Life in Antiquity: The Expansion
of Cities and Urban Civilization in the Balkans and the City Neighbouring Areas from the Hellenistic to the Late Roman Period
(B. Bori¢-Breskovi¢) (No. 177005) and IRS — Viminacium, roman city and military legion camp — research of material and
non-material culture of inhabitants by using the modern technologies of remote detection, geophysics, GIS, digitalization and 3D
visualization (M. Vojvoda) (No. 47018) — Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Serbia.
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ture, however, with a new insight into the con-
tents of this scattered find kept in the National
Museum in Belgrade, it became clear that it con-
sists of nine denarii and one antoninianus, rang-
ing from Marcus Aurelius to Gordian I11.3

The year of the discovery of the hoard is un-
known, so we can only say that it was discovered
before 1956. What also remains unclear is the
fate of the part of the hoard that was “kept in
Paracin for a museum to be established”.* The
authors of this paper have attempted to trace the
lost part of the find. During the first post-war
years, a biology professor Momir Jezdi¢ establi-
shed an archaeological, numismatic, and natura-
listic collection at Radoje Domanovi¢ elementary
school in Paracin and, with a group of amateur
enthusiasts, made efforts to establish a museum.
The idea conceived in 1947 was not realised until
1975, when an institution called the Regional
Museum Collection was established, which, at the
end of 1977, was also given a permanent new
space in a building built in the mid-19t" century,
known as the “Ruzi¢ House”.

The conclusion based on all of the above is
that the aforementioned part of the hoard was
originally housed in an elementary school and
kept in an already existing collection, whose fur-
ther fate is unknown to us.6 On the other hand,
for this territory for the period up to the estab-
lishment of the Museum Collection in Paracin,
the Regional Museum in Jagodina, established in
1954, was in charge. While tracing this informa-
tion we learned that there is a Commodus denar-
ius in the Jagodina Regional Museum, which is
part of the coin hoard from the Parac¢in Glass
Factory premises.’

Paracin is located 7.5 km south of the ancient
Horreum Margi (present-day Cuprija), on the
right bank of the Great Morava, on one of the
most important Balkan communication routes of
Roman times — the via publica. Central Pomora-
vlje, with its centre at Horreum Margi, was a sig-
nificant logistical base for supplying the army at
the limes.® The economy of this part of Pomoravlje
in Antiquity was based primarily on agriculture,
trade, but also craft production. There was exten-
sive transport of people, goods and raw materials

on the route from Viminacium to Naissus, with
numerous staging posts for rest and the replace-
ment of horses (mansiones, mutationes). Three
itineraria (Itinerarium Antonini, Itinerarium Hi-
erosolymitanum, also known as Itinerarium Bur-
digalense and the Tabula Peutingeriana) recorded
the route, larger places, as well as some staging
posts in this section of the via publica.’

At 12 Roman miles south of Horreum Margi,
in the Itinerarium Hierosolymitanum the station
mutatio Sarmatorum was recorded, also stated by
Procopius, who uses the name Zdppateg for this
place in the list of fortifications and states it was
the first in the territory of Naissus.!? Based on
archaeological data and the given distances, muta-
tio Sarmatorum can be located near the village of
Sikirica or the neighbouring village of Gornje
Vidovo, about 9 km south of Paraé¢in.!! Between
the villages of Sikirica and Gornje Vidovo, the
ancient site of Popovo Polje was recorded, where,
during surveys, fragments of ancient pottery

2 Mirnik 1981, 67, no. 204; Apcenujesuh 2004, 227.
3 National Museum Belgrade o. inv. 1344.
4 Mapuh 1956, 180.

> https://www.paracin.rs/index.php?option=com_content
&task=view&id=14&Itemid=27

6 Based on oral information obtained from Aleksandar Srn-
dakovi¢, an archaeologist from The Regional Museum in
Paracin, the authors of this paper came to learn that the
Para¢in Museum does not contain part of the hoard from
the Glass Factory premises, nor was it part of the Jezdi¢ col-
lection at the time it arrived at the museum. Our apprecia-
tion is due to our colleague Srndakovi¢ for the information
shared with us.

7 Regional Museum Jagodina, inv. num. 50_1691 with a note
in the inventory: “part of the hoard from Paracin (Glass
Factory area) containing 6 pieces, the rest are at the National
Museum in Belgrade”. Our utmost appreciation is due to our
colleague Smiljana Dodi¢ for the data and photographs pro-
vided from the documentation of the Regional Museum in
Jagodina. The copy was published, cf. Joguh, I'pbosuh 2009,
35, cat. 24.

8 Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2013, 11, note 11.

9 Petrovi¢ 1979, 21-29; For the route Viminacium—Horreum
Margi, cf. Vasi¢, MiloSevi¢ 2000, 139-158; Jepemuh 2011,
47-48; Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2013, 12, note 16.

10 procop., De aedif. 1V, 4, 122, 33.
1 TIR, K. 34, Naissus, 111; Petrovi¢ 1979, 23.
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Ruler Cat. no. piece/pieces piece/pieces
MARCUS AURELIUS Cat. 1 1 1
COMMODUS Cat. 2 1 1
SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS Cat. 3-5 3
a) Julia Domna Cat. 3 1

b) Geta Cat. 4 1

c) Caracalla Cat. 5 1

ELAGABALUS Cat. 6-7 2
a) Elagabalus Cat. 6 1

b) Julia Maesa Cat. 7 1

SEVERUS ALEXANDER Cat. 8-9 2 2
GORDIAN III Cat. 10-11 2 2
TOTAL 11

The contents of the scattered coin hoard from Paracin

dating from the 15t to the 4" century were disco-
vered.!? In addition, north of Sikirica, on the way
to Paracin, is the village of Striza, where Roman
bricks, tiles, slag and coins have been found at
the Livade site.!? In the close vicinity, ancient
sites in Donja Mutnica, Mirilovac were noted, ! as
well as several in the urban area of Para¢in: Zmizd,
Straza, the so-called Constantinople Bridge and a
spring below Karadjordje's Hill.1>

In the immediate vicinity of present-day Cu-
prija (Horreum Margi), no remains of vici, pagi
or villae rusticae have been identified so far,!®
although remnants of various types of settle-
ments,!” as well as traces of fortifications defen-
ding roads in the interior of the province,!8 have
been registered in its wider surroundings, thro-
ugh archaeological surveys and small trench ex-
cavations. A lack of more complete archaeologi-
cal evidence is a consequence of the insufficient
exploration of this part of Pomoravlje. Neverthe-
less, we can assume that in the immediate surro-
undings of Horreum Margi, which was an impor-
tant agricultural region, and along the route of
the via publica in Pomoravlje, numerous agricul-
tural assets existed.

Today, the scattered coin hoard from Para¢in
consists of ten denarii and one antoninianus,
ranging from Marcus Aurelius to Gordian III
(Table 1).!° The information recorded in litera-

ture, that it was found in a ceramic vessel, indi-
cates that it was part of a much larger hoard, the
original contents and the size of which are not
even remotely known to us. Unfortunately, the
preserved number and the contents do not allow
the possibility for the usual statistical analyses,
much less to draw more precise conclusions re-
garding the date of its depositing. Notwithstand-

12 Bojsopma, Cpuaakosuh 2015, 32, note 6; Bori¢-Breskovic,
Vojvoda 2016, 8, 10-11.

13 Tapamanun M. u JI. 1951, 179; Paukosuh 2009, 18.
14 Tlerkosuh 2011, 70, notes 27-28.

15 Tapawanun M. u [I. 1951, 178-179.

16 Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2013, 12, notes 18—19.

Registered sites in the surroundings of Horreum Margi:
Gornje and Donje Stiplje, Milo$evo, Bagrdan, Rekovac, Ma-
jur, Dragovo — Ilinjaca, Popovac; cf. TTetkosuh 2011, 70,
notes 27-28.

18 The remains of the fortifications were found on the slo-
pes of Juhor, on the sites of Belicalj, Zupanjevac, Staro Selo
— Jerinin Grad and Veliki Vetren, near Bagrdan, in the vil-
lage of Vojska, as well as along roads leading to the mining
areas in present-day eastern Serbia: in the village of Zabrega,
near the monastery of Sisojevac, in Jovanovac, cf. ITerkosuh
2011, 70.

19 The Commodus denarius is in the Regional Museum in
Jagodina (inv. num. 50_1691); the other specimens are in
the National Museum in Belgrade (o. inv. 15_1344 / 1-10).

—-
~
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ing the aforementioned, its small preserved part
requires our attention and analysis, as it is a tes-
timony to the existence of another hoard in this
part of Pomoravlje.

All the specimens in the preserved part of the
Paracin hoard belong to the Roman mint issues,
the oldest one being the coin of Marcus Aurelius
minted in the period between December 175 and
December 176. (Cat. no. 1). What follows is a
denarius from the last issues of Commodus’s
independent reign, dated 191-192. (Cat. no. 2).
The editions for Septimius Severus himself are
completely missing, but with three denarii, all
members of his family are represented. The first
in the chronological sequence is a coin of Julia
Domna, belonging to the 4™ issue of the year 199
(Cat. no. 3), followed by a Geta denarius minted
within the 13™ issue of 202 (Cat. no. 4) and a
Caracalla denarius minted as part of the second
issue of 210 (Cat. no. 5). Elagabalus’s editions
are present with two denarii, one minted by the
emperor himself (Cat. no. 6) and the other for
Julia Maesa (Cat. no. 7), both without a precise
dating within Elagabalus’s reign. One of the pre-
served denarii of Severus Alexander dates to the
year 224 (Cat. no. 8), while the other has been
dated more widely but still within the first half of
the Emperor’s reign (222-228) (Cat. no. 9). The
denarius of Gordian 111 with the reverse legend P
M TR P III COS II P P (Cat. no. 11) belongs to
the 4™ issue, chronologically placed from Janu-
ary 15t AD 241 until after the end of July AD 243
(TR P VI).20 From the same 4" issue of the Roman
mint comes another Gordian specimen (rev. IOVI
STATORI), which is also the only antoninianus
in the rest of the find (Cat. no. 10).

Roman coin hoards registered in a similar
degree of preservation and documentation are
not uncommon and have been recorded through-
out the entire former Roman Empire. In older
literature, they were used as a reliable source in
dating the depositing horizon and were linked to
specific historical events.2! The most common
examples of this are smaller parts of hoards that,
without good documentation, arrived at museum
collections decades ago or, more recently, mone-
tary finds that were unprofessionally excavated,

discovered during construction and agricultural
work or with the help of detectors. The determi-
nation of the time and the circumstances of their
depositing is not based on objective indicators,
and sometimes such conclusions can be consid-
ered a misuse of material and historical sources.

More recently, K. Mizgin examined the valid-
ity of the data that coin hoards can offer using
the example of the finds from the Eastern Euro-
pean Barbaricum area. Based on the reliability of
the supporting documentation, he divided them
into three groups:%? reliable sources (finds obta-
ined during archaeological research); condition-
ally credible sources (the documentation on the
finds is accurate but not complete, which is a re-
latively common occurrence when the informa-
tion comes from museum inventories, scientific
reports and publications); unreliable sources
(finds from museum collections regardless of the
means by which they arrived there, but with lim-
ited information on the site and conditions of
the discovery; in this group he also includes the
finds discovered using detectors).

V. Varbanov also examined coin hoards as a
historical source. He analysed 845 known hoards
stored from the 15t to the 3" century in the terri-
tory of present-day Bulgaria, which he classified
according to the degree of their integrity into four
groups:23 the first group — hoards with complete-
ly preserved contents and a known context of the
finds (which, in the example of the examined

20 RIC IV/3, p. 24, note*.

21 P. Kos (Kos 1997, 97-115), and more recently K. Mizgin
(Musrin 2015, 179-188) and V. Varbanov (Bspbanos 2017,
56-58), have warned about this type of misuse of material and
historical sources, citing numerous examples from practice.

22 Musrin 2015, 183-184.

23 Mizgin (Mwusrin 2015, 183-184) and Varbanov (Bbpbanos
2017, 57-58, Table I) in their categorisations rely on some
earlier ones that were developed independently by V. Kro-
potkin (a. reliable hoards, b. dubious and c. unreliable; cf.
Kpomnorkun 1966, 74-76) and P. Kos (hoards with original
contents preserved; hoards where contents are not fully
preserved but most probably reflect the original contents;
partly documented hoards that should not be interpreted,
cf. Kos 1986, 81-83, 126—132).
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Bulgarian hoards, is 8.5 %); the second group —
hoards that lacked a few specimens of coins or
that preserved more than /3 of the original con-
tents, of a known context (16.5%); the third group
— hoards of unclear contents or of which less
than %/3 of the original contents are preserved.
Varbanov includes in this group some scattered
finds of which the original contents are known
(33.8%); the fourth group — hoards with only a
few coins remaining of the original contents
(41.2%). These also include completely scattered
hoards with a summarised chronological frame
known from literature.

Following the given categorisation, the author
believes that only the first group of hoards fulfils
all the conditions to be a credible historical source,
the second group can be used in the same way,
but with caution, while the hoards of the third
and the fourth group cannot be used as historical
sources. It follows from the aforementioned that
only about 25% of the known aggregate finds
from the territory of present-day Bulgaria can be
considered a reliable historical source.

The coin hoard from Paracin, of a significan-
tly compromised integrity and with unsatisfacto-
ry documentation, would certainly fall into the

Issuer number of Sug;)laa A Slkg;qca I Popovac I%EZ%‘{?E Sikirica IIT | Supska I
Coins 236-238 248-249 tpq 253 tpq 253 tpq 254 tpq 254
Marcus Antonius 1

Galba 1

Otho 2

Vitellius 1

Vespasian 29 1

Titus 3

Domitian 3

Trajan 29

Hadrian 18 1

Antoninus Pius 85 1

Marcus Aurelius 52 1

Commodus 69 3

Clodius Albinus 4 2 1

Septimius Severus 414 71 12

Caracalla 75 11

Macrinus 3 2

Elagabalus 88 48 15

Severus Alexander 56 71 1 16

Maximinus I 1 13 3

Gordian I1I 64 4 66 55 32
Philip I 3 5 84 54 30
Trajan Decius 6 166 30 35
Trebonianus Gallus 13 26 49 17
Aemilian 2 2 2

Seilglrile)nus (Joint 13 1
z 934 292 30 349 254 115

Contents of the documented coin hoards from the area of central Pomoravlje
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category of unreliable historical sources. Having
unknown original contents, it does not contain
the parameters necessary to determine the exact
depositing time or to place it reliably in one of the
depositing horizons. Nevertheless, its preserved
part, even if only very small, as well as the location
of the finds, although without documentation on
the conditions of the finds, are a significant con-
firmation of the appearance of another hoard in
central Pomoravlje.

In addition to the finds from the premises of
the Glass Factory in Paracin, there were several
Roman coin hoards from the close and wider sur-
roundings, deposited in the span 236/238-254:
Supska 11,24 Sikirica I,2° Sikirica 11,26 Popovac,?’
Kru$evac—Jagodina,28 Sikirica 111,29 Gornje Stip-
lje39 and Supska 13! (Table 2). None of these were
discovered during archaeological research. Ex-
cluding the hoard from Gornje Stiplje and Sikiri-
ca 11, about the rest we can say that, based on the
state of the documentation, they belong to a
group of less scattered finds, which probably re-
flect the original contents.

The hoards found in the village of Sikirica,
located about 9 km south of Paracin (Map 1) is
geographically the closest to the scattered finds
from Para¢in. In addition to the documented
hoards from Sikirica I and Sikirica I1I, Sikirica II
has been scattered almost entirely.32 The Sikiri-
ca I hoard ends with the antoninianus of Philip I
with a short obverse legend, minted in Rome
(RICIV /3, p. 75, no. 61). In the catalogue part
of the RIC it is classified within the issues of
247-249, and in the introduction it is classified
as 7 (8) issue from 248 (later — 249 AD),33 while
M. Vasic¢ believes that it belongs to the 8™ issue
from 248-249.3% This antoninianus also places
the terminus post quem of the find of Sikirica I at
the end of 248 and 249.3> The find of Sikirica 111
ends with the antoninianus of Gallienus, which
belongs to the third issue of the Viminacium Mint
of 254 (RIC V /1, p. 99, no. 397).3¢

In the area of the village of Supska, located c.
4.5 km north of Cuprija and c. 12.5 km from
Paracin, two Roman coin hoards were discove-
red. The summary find of Supska I ends with the
same Gallienus antoninianus of the third issue of

the Viminacium mint of 25437 as the Sikirica 111
hoard. The youngest specimen in the Supska 11
hoard is the Maximinus I denarius, which, accord-
ing to the reference literature, dates from January
/ autumn (?) 236 to the beginning or the first
quarter of 238, which is also the starting point
for determining the tpq of this find.38

The hoard from Popovac (c. 10 km northeast
of Paracin) consists of 15 antoniniani, 15 coins
of the provincial issues of the Viminacium mint
and two coins of the “Provincia Dacia” issue. It was
dated using Aemilian’s coin of the Viminacium

24 Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2013, 9-153.

25 Vasi¢ 1972, 57-62; Mapuh 1956, 180, no. 9; Mirnik 1981,
69, no. 214; Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2016, 7-101.

26 Mari¢ 1956, 180, No. 10; Mirnik 1981, 69, No. 215; Apce-
Hujesuh 2004, 228; Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Stamenkovi¢ 2008,
160, note 18; BojBoma, CpumaxoBuh 2015, 32-33, note 4;
Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2016, 8, note 4.

27 Bopuh-Bpewmxosuh 1979, 39-54; Bopuh-Bpemxosuh
1983, 72, note 21; Apcenujesnh 2004, 228; Bori¢-Breskovic,
Stamenkovi¢ 2008, 163, note 28.

28 Kubitschek 1900, 185-194; Mirnik 1981, 65, no. 183;
Pamkosuh 1995, 198; Apcenujesuh 2004, 228; Bori¢-Bresko-
vi¢, Stamenkovic¢ 2008, 163, note 28.

29 Bojsona, Cpupakosuh 2015, 31-88.

30 Apcenwujesuh, Donuh 2004, 235-250; Apcenujesuh 2004,
228; Boric¢-Breskovi¢, Stamenkovi¢ 2008, 160, note 16.

31 Mirnik 1981, 71, no. 232; Apcenujesuh 2004, 228; Bori¢-
Breskovi¢, Stamenkovi¢ 2008, 157—207.

32 At the site of Moraviste in the village of Sikirica, a Roman
coin hoard was found before 1951, which was stored in a
ceramic vessel. Only one antoninianus of Philip II Caesar
(RIC1V.3, 96, no. 220b, third issue from 245-247) has been
preserved. It is located in the National Museum in Belgrade
and has been registered under inv. no. VII, 728; cf. supra
note 26.

33 RIC1V.3, 59, 63; Fitz (1978, 702) also supports this date.

34 vasi¢ 2005, 18, 157, cat. 564. Unlike the authors of RIC,
Fitz and M. Vasi¢, S.K. Eddy includes RIC specimen no. 61
in the second issue of the Mediolanum mint (Milan) and
dates it to the year 248, c¢f. Eddy 1967, 99 — Mediolanum
248, Issue 2.

35 1Ipnobpma 2008, 23; Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2016, 21.
36 Bojsona, Cpupaxosuh 2015, 45.

37 Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Stamenkovi¢ 2008, 174.

38 Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2013, 30-31.
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Map 1. Hoards discovered in the vicinity of Para¢in: G.S. (Gornje Stiplje), Sp. /11 (Supska I, Supska I1),
P. (Popovac), Sk. I/1I/II1 (Sikirica I, Sikirica II, Sikirica III), K$—Ja? (KruSevac—Jagodina)

© Google, adapted by M. Vojvoda

mint from the XIV year of the local era in the
summer of 253.37

The scattered hoard from Gornje Stiplje (c.
28 km northwest of Paracin) consisted of approxi-
mately 600 antoniniani, around ten denarii and
an unknown number of provincial issues of the
Viminacium mint.*° In the small remaining part
of the hoard, the youngest specimen is a Gallienus
antoninianus from 254.4! However, as the hoard
does not fall into the category of reliable histori-

cal sources due to its considerable dispersal, we
cannot accept this dating as certain.

39 Bopuh-Bpewukosuh 1979, 43.

40 Tt was found using a metal detector, and the Jagodina
Regional Museum purchased a small part of five denarii, 34
antoniniani and two coins of the provincial issues of the
Viminacium mint, c¢f. Apcenujesuh, Jonuh 2004, 235.

41 Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Stamenkovi¢ 2008, 160, note 16.
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Finally, we should also mention the hoard
found in an unknown village between Krusevac
and Jagodina in 1900.4 It was bought in Vienna
in 1901 and published the same year.#3 It con-
sists of 348 antoniniani, two gold rings and two
gold earrings. V. Kubitschek, the author of the
paper on this hoard, emphasises that, based on
discussions with the seller, he is convinced that
the find was obtained in its entirety. The youn-
gest specimens are the antoniniani of Aemilian
(RICIV /3, p. 195, nos. 6, 12), dated to the sum-
mer of 253.

It is clear from the aforementioned that most
of the documented hoards from central Pomorav-
lje, regardless of some dispersal, reflect the ori-
ginal composition and that they were all stored
around the middle of the 3™ century, with the
exception of the Supska II hoard (tpg 236—238)
which was buried slightly earlier, and the hoard
in literature known as “Svetozarevo” (present-
day Jagodina), containing exclusively antoniniani
(1,973 pieces) ranging from Valerian I to Dio-
cletian (tpq 285).44 It should also be emphasised
that no hoard from this area belongs to the begin-
ning of the 3rd century, and that “Svetozarevo” is
the only hoard whose tpq is near the second half
of the same century, but which is not the subject
of our consideration.

Based on the composition of the documented
hoards from central Pomoravlje, it also follows
that only the hoards of Supska II and Sikirica I
contain denarii of the 15t and the 2"d century, and
that the others (Popovac, KruSevac—Jagodina,
Sikirica IIT and Supska I) are the oldest speci-
mens from the time of Septimius Severus (Table
2). The scattered find from Paracin also contains
2nd century denarii, so its original composition
would probably have been more similar to that of
Supska II or Sikirica I. On the other hand, the
youngest preserved specimens from the Paracin
find, one antoninianus and one denarius, belong
to the Roman Mint emissions issued for Gordian
111, 241-243. 1t has been said that these coins
cannot be the basis for dating the hoard because
we cannot be sure about how many younger spe-
cimens might have been discovered. However,
we can notice that, also according to the approxi-

mate determination of the tpq of its depositing, it
is relatively close to other hoards from central
Pomoravlje and perhaps closest to the mentioned
hoard, Sikirica I, discovered in the immediate
vicinity of Paracin.

A similar correlation can be observed in the
example of a hoard from Gornje Stiplje where
about 6.5% of the original composition was pre-
served, ranging from Caesarean issues of Cara-
calla to Gallienus (254 AD).#> Regardless of the
degree of the scattering of this find, it is notice-
able that, with its remaining part, it largely follows
the composition of Sikirica III (Table 2). The
biggest unknown is still the fully scattered hoard
of Roman coins from Sikirica 1, originally stored
in a ceramic vessel, of which only one antonini-
anus of Philip IT from 245-247 remains.46

In the cases of hoards of an incomplete com-
position and not accompanied by satisfactory do-
cumentation, it is crucial that the location of their
finding is known. This knowledge is certainly not
insignificant when collecting data on the total
number of hoards discovered in a particular geo-
graphical area. Based on the analysis of the com-
position and the manner of thesauration, it was
concluded that they represent successive savings
most likely of the owners of agricultural esta-
tes.%” The aforementioned lack of archaeological
evidence of the existence of agricultural assets in
this region is considered a consequence of in-
sufficient exploration of the terrain. This is sup-
ported by the fact that the largest number of coin
hoards stored in the 3™ century in the territory

42 The name of the village remained unknown to Kubicek:
“Ein serbischer Handler bot heute in Wien einen Schatz-
fund zum Verkauf aus, der in einem nicht ndher bezeich-
neten Dorfe, zwischen Jagodina und Kruschewatz, wahrend
des Sommers 1900 gehoben worden war” (Kubitschek 1901,
185).

3 Kubitschek 1900, 185-194.
4 Crnobrnja 1987.

45 Cf. supra notes 40—41.

46 Cf. supra note 32.

47 Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Stamenkovi¢ 2008, 159, note 10,
174-177; Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2013, 12—13; Bojsoga,
Cpupaxosuh 2015, 35; Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2016, 11.
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of present-day Serbia was discovered near main or
vicinal roads, and for some there are also archae-
ologically confirmed links with specific agricul-
tural estates.*® All the known coin hoards in the
central Pomoravlje region (Map 1) are located in
an important agricultural area of Roman times,
in the immediate vicinity of the Horreum Margi,
on the main communication road and were all
stored around the middle of the 3™ century. Con-
sequently, we can assume, with considerable ca-
ution, that the scattered finds from Paracin,
Gornje Stiplje, as well as Sikirica 11 could have
been deposited in the middle of the 3" century.

In view of the above facts, the Parac¢in hoard,
of which there are 10 specimens left in the Nati-
onal Museum in Belgrade and one kept in the Ja-
godina Regional Museum, is an unreliable source
in terms of both the original structure and the
dating to Gordian III. Of the three hoards dis-
covered in the village of Sikirica, which are geo-
graphically closest to the site of the Paracin find,
Sikirica I, whose terminus post quem of deposit-
ing has been linked to the end of 248 and 249, as
well as Supska [ whose fpq is somewhat earlier,
could, in some way, be the pattern by which coins
arrived in the Para¢in hoard. Namely, the Parac¢in
hoard, in chronology and in the sequence of the
few issues present, as well as in the remaining
composition exclusively consisting of denarii with
the exception of one Gordian 111 antoninianus,
is, to some extent, similar to the aforementioned
hoards. This correlation, with all the limitations
present, encourages us to make the conditional
assumption that the scattered hoard from Para-
¢in could also have been buried around the mid-
dle of the 3™ century.

Finally, with this article, our intention was to
investigate, process and interpret one of the scat-
tered finds using the information available, and
to try to resolve the uncertainties that exist about
it in the scientific community.

CATALOGUE

Abbreviations:

Cat. No. = Catalogue Number;

W = Weight (g);

D = Diameter (mm);

Inv. No. = Inventory Number;

NMB = National Museum in Belgrade;
RMJ = Regional Museum Jagodina.

Translated by Dave Calcutt

48 On the sites where hoards of coins from the 3™ century
were found, in the broader vicinity of Krusevac, and their
connection with the agricultural estates that gravitated to-
wards the main routes or vicinal roads, cf. Paurkosuh 1995,
203; For the villae rusticae in Macva and Podrinje, their links
with the system of communications, as well as the hoards of
coins found in this region, cf. Bacuh 1985, 124—-141; The
composition of the hoards from Dvorska (tpq 254) and Donje
Crniljevo (fpq 259/260) are indicative of successive savings
over a longer period. While one can reliably say that the hoard
from Donje Crniljevo contained the savings of the villa's
owner, there is no precise data on the circumstances surro-
unding the hoard from Dvorska, cf. Vasi¢ 2005, 64. A smaller
find from Podrimce in the vicinity of Leskovac (tpq 244) has
been linked with the remains of a villa rustica, cf. CrameHn-
koBuh 2005, 151; for a summary of the known hoards from
252/253 and 254, based on which one can observe those
with a longer period of thesauration (Vlaji¢a Brdo I: Trajan —
Valerian I/Gallienus; Jablanica: Diva Faustina I — Gallienus),
although the majority start with specimens of Septimius
Severus and his family, and end with Volusian/Aemilian/
Valerian/Gallienus (Glibovac, Serbia unknown locality, Bel-
grade Cara Urosa Street, Smederevo), as well as chart them,
from which one can clearly discern the connection of all
these hoards with the chief Balkan communication route —
the via militaris, cf. Bori¢-BreSkovié¢, Stamenkovié¢ 2008,
159-161, notes 14-21; Map on 165; a Roman treasure from
Cortanovci (fpq 210) is linked with the remains of a villa
rustica near the village, ¢f. Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2011,
13—14, note 21; the hoard from Mehovine (tpq 238; Nero-
Maximinus I) was found in close proximity to a villa rustica,
cf. Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2012, 28, note 21; Bori¢-Bres-
kovi¢, Vojvoda 2013, 13, note 21; Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda
2016, 11, note 31.
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Cat.

Emperor or member of

N W . | Obverse Reverse the Imperial Family / Date | Inv. No.
0. Axis .
Mint / References
M ANTONINVS AVG - ;5 iﬁisx éﬁgpe_dvigncgi i Marcus Aurelius
1 |3.34 1900 [GERM SARM frocrllt head 1eIf)t flolding scgales Roma 175-176 | NMB
’ S Head of Marcus . ! L BMC 1V, p. 482, no. 672; 1344/1
. . in extended right hand and
Aurelius, laureate, right. S RIC 111, p. 241, no. 359
cornucopiae in left hand.
Commodus
L AEL AVREL COMM HERCVLI ROMANO AVG Roma
16.80 | AVG P FEL . . RMJ
2 |2.75 Bow, club, and quiver with BMC 1V, p. 753, 191-192
SW |Head of Commodus, 343-345. 50_1691
wearing lion-skin, right. | #T°"® 108, o233
! ) RIC 11, p. 395, no. 253
VENVS - FELIX Septimius Severus
IVLIA - AVGVSTA Venus, draped, standing RoIr)na
20.00 | Bust of Julia Domna, front, head left, holding apple . NMB
3 |316 N | hair waved and coiled at |in extended right hand and BMC V, p. 167, no. 85; . 199 1344/2
. . RICIV.1, p. 170, no. 580;
back, draped, right. drawing drapery from left .
shoulder with left hand Hill 2001, p. 18,
) no. 379 (199 AD Issue 4)
Geta under Septimius
SECVRIT - IMPERII Severus
20.00 gglgl_? GETA - CAES Securitas, draped, seated left, | Roma NMB
4 13.67 . holding globe in right hand, BMCV, p. 199, no. 240; 202
NW | Bust of Geta, bare- . ) 1344/4
headed. draved. right left arm resting on arm of RICIV.1, p. 316, no. 20a;
» Araped, nght-—f hair. Hill 2001, p. 21, no. 554
(202 AD, Issue 13)
Caracalla under Septimius
PONTIF TR P - XIII COS II1 Severus
20.00 Q\Ij(T}ONINVS - PIVS Concordia, draped, seated left, | Roma NMB
5 13.13 NW Head of Caracalla holding patera in extended BMCYV, p. 362, no. 29; 210 13443
laureate beardedyri ht right hand and double RIC1V.1, 230, no. 116a;
' - rght. cornucopiae in left hand. Hill 2001, p. 28, no. 1082
(210 AD, Issue 2)
SVMMVS SACERDOS AVG
IMP ANTONINVS - Elagabalus, in Syrian Elacabalus
PIVS AVG priestly robes, standing left, §
19.00 o Roma NMB
6 |3.14 Bust of Elagabalus, sacrificing out of patera . 218-222
NW . . BMCV, p. 565, n0.231; 1344/5
horned, laureate, in right hand over tripod, RICIV.Z 1. 38 no. 146
draped, right. holding branch downwards # P28, 10
in left hand; in field, star.
IVLIA MAESA AVG PVDI-CITIA Julia Maesa under
20.00 Bust of Julia Maesa, hair | Pudicitia, draped, seated Elagabalus NMB
7 (278 SW waved and turned up left, drawing veil over face Roma 218-222 1344/6
low at the back, draped, |with right hand and holding |[BMC YV, p. 541, no. 76;
right. sceptre in left hand. RIC IV.2, p. 50, no. 268
IMP C M AVR SEV PMTRPIII-COSPP Severus Alexander
19.00 ALEXAND AVG Jupiter, cloak behind and Roma NMB
8 |2.67 SW Bust of Severus over right arm, standing left, |BMC VI, p.129, no.160; 224 1344/8
Alexander, laureate, holding thunderbolt in right |RICIV.2, p. 73, no. 35
draped, right. hand and sceptre in left hand. | (Issue IV)
IMP C M AVR SEV - ANNO-NA AVG Severus Alexander
20.00 ALEXAND AVG Annona, draped, standing left, | Roma NMB
9 |2.46 S Bust of Severus holding corn-ears in right BMC VI, p.148, no. 341, 226 1344/7
Alexander, laureate, hand and cornucopiae in left |RICIV.2, p. 80, no. 133
draped, right. hand; at feet, modius. (Issue VI)
IMP GORDIANVS PIVS |IOVI - STATORI .
. . Gordian II1
2500 FEL AVG _ Jup1ter, nude, st_andmg front, Roma - Antoninianus NMB
10 | 4.56 : Bust of Gordian head right, holding long 241-243
NE . A RICIV.3,p. 25, no. 84 1344/9
111, radiate, draped, sceptre in right hand and (Issue IV)
cuirassed, right. thunderbolt in left hand.
IMP GORDIANVS PIVS |PMT-RPIIICOSIIPP Gordian I11
20.00 FEL AVG Apollo, nude to waist, Roma NMB
11 12.29 NW Bust of Gordian I1I, seated left, holding branch RIC V.3, p. 27, no. 114 241-243 1344/10

laureate, draped,
cuirassed, right

in extended right hand and
resting left elbow on lyre.

(Issue IV, officina 3)
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