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Marko Dizdar

INTRODUCTION

This book is a result of the research project of the Croatian Science Foundation, /ron
Age Female Identities in the Southern Carpathian Basin (IP -06-2016-1749), under-
taken at the Institute of Archaeology in Zagreb in the period from 2017 to 2021. The
project brought together researchers from the Institute of Archaeology, the Institute
for Anthropological Research, the Department of Archaeology at the University of
Zagreb, the Ludwig-Maximillian University in Munich, the Institute of Archaeology
and Art History in Cluj-Napoca, the Vienna Institute for Archaeological Science, the
Archaeological Institute in Belgrade, the Archaeological Department at the Faculty
of Philosophy in Belgrade, and numerous outside participants from the Archaeologi-
cal Museum in Osijek, the Vinkovci City Museum, the Vukovar City Museum, and the
Slavonski Brod Regional Museum.

Project research tried to answer guestions about how the female body was per-
ceived, what influenced female visual identity in the Iron Age, what was the role of
women in the Iron Age society, and whether the funerary customs and jewellery reflect
the status of the buried women. The exploration of the Danube area cemeteries of
Batina and Sotin led to interdisciplinary research of cremated anthropological remains
and archaeological analyses and interpretations that resulted in papers on the material
traces for the reconstruction of the costume, status and roles of women in these com-
munities and how different female identities were created by costume and jewellery.
An important research question was whether a significant change in personal social
identities can be observed in costume and jewellery, and how we can recognize the
relationships between the body and different costume items by studying the items.

The key to answering these questions was the discovery of rare inhumation graves
from the 6" to the 4t century BC at the site of Lovas in western Syrmia. The archae-
ological excavations undertaken within the project in 2018 and 2019 complemented
the corpus of recently excavated female graves in the southern Carpathian Basin,
opening up the opportunities for interdisciplinary research of the anthropological re-
mains and various parts of bronze and glass costume items. The most valuable data
are the identified positions of costume and jewellery items on the dead bodies and the
relationship between the items and the bodies. Age, along with sex, is recognized by
anthropological research as not only a biological phenomenon but also an important
cultural phenomenon. Within the project, it was researched whether changes in wom-
en’'s lives can be recognized on the basis of changes in costume and jewellery items,
and whether costume and jewellery can be the basis for recognizing collective identities
in the Late Iron Age. These examples were researched for the graves in Zvonimirovo
within the wider territory of the southern Carpathian Basin. Research emphasized
distinctly female costume items, e.g. belts as significant marks of identity and status
in a wider central European area.

Project research included not only excavations, interdisciplinary anthropological,
archaeometallurgical and radiometric research, but also 20 participations in confer-
ences, 14 papers in peer-reviewed journals, 18 papers in proceedings and a scientific
monograph.



INTRODUCTION

This book, as the final project publication, provides the current state of research on
the particular women-related topics that were studied in detail during the project and
described by the researchers working on the project and the researchers from a wider
central European geographic area related to the project. The introduction contains
valuable overviews of the history of research on the subject of women in central Europe
in the Iron Age and on gender subjects, written by prominent European researchers of
these subjects. Female identities and social practice are represented by topics from
bioarchaeology, mobility, identity recognition from costume and jewellery, and identity
differences in the explored graves in central Europe. The topic of women and crafts
was examined through the results of the analyses of the parts of belts worn by women
and the possibility to reconstruct the origin of raw materials and the workshops where
they were made and their distribution methods; through an overview of Iron Age textile
production in northern Croatia; and through the exceptional finds of jewellery moulds
from the end of the Iron Age.

The role of women in the regional networks of interaction can be seen from various
items of costume and jewellery throughout the Iron Age, as described in the research
papers presenting different examples from the Danube area, the territory of the lapo-
des, and the Vinkovci region. Women in ritual contexts are presented through the prism
of the depictions of women on the contemporary situla art from the Italic area and by
researching the role of animals in the Early Iron Age female graves in the Danube area.

The realized project research and results would not have been possible without the
support of the Croatian Science Foundation. By financing this project, it has directed
future research of similar subjects in the region. Today's challenges open up numerous
opportunities to ask questions about the role and status of women in past societies.
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SITES IN THE SOUTHERN CARPATHIAN BASIN MENTIONED IN PROCEEDINGS
1Vajuga, 2 Beograd, 3 Feudvar, 4 Sotin, 5 Vukovar, 6 Vinkovci, 7 Dalj, 8 Osijek, 9 Batina, 10 Beremend, 11 Szentl6rinc, 12 Alsényék,
13 Zvonimirovo, 14 Donja Dolina, 15 Sisak, 16 Ribi¢, 17 Mannersdorf



Aleksandar Kapuran

WOMEN'S ROLE WITHIN THE REGIONAL
NETWORKS OF INTERACTION — CASE
STUDY VAJUGA — PESAK

The Early Iron Age necropolises in the territory of Serbia are few and significantly
underresearched. Therefore, the discovery of the Vajuga — Pesak necropolis rep-
resented an important step towards the understanding of the mutual relations
between the prehistoric communities of the Danube region and the Central Bal-
kans during the Iron Age 1. By analysing certain details regarding the burial ritual
and the material culture, especially fibulae as one of the most prominent elements
of the female costume, we’ll try to indicate the possible directions of cultural in-
fluences in the aforementioned territory during the Iron Age 1. We will primarily
consider female individuals, as the bearers of those influences within populations,

the bearers that were always associated with certain ethnic markers.

KEY WORDS: EARLY IRON AGE, CENTRAL BALKANS, NECROPOLIS,

COSTUME, FIBULAE

INTRODUCTION

Contrary to the preceding Bronze Age, only a few
Early Iron Age necropolises have been recorded
in the territory of Serbia, of which the Vajuga —
Pesak necropolis is one of the most completely
researched. Until the end of the 20th century,
only collective burials at Gomolava (Tasi¢ 1972),
the necropolis in Stapari (hypuh 2012), and the
Depfeld necropolis in Doroslovo (Tpajkosuh
2008) were known in the territory of Serbia. The
research at the Vajuga — Pesak necropolis was
initiated as rescue excavations and continued as
systematic archaeological excavations that took
less than a decade. Between 1982 and 1989, a
total surface of 3.000 m2 was excavated and
a total of 22 inhumation burials was recorded
(Popovi¢ et al 1986; Popovi¢, Vukmanovi¢ 1992;
1998; Popovié 1994). The authors of the excava-
tions, P. Popovi¢ and M. Vukmanovi¢, connected
the necropolis with analogous necropolises at
the sites of Moldova Veche, Ostrovul Mare, Balta
Verde, and Basarabi (Popovi¢, Vukmanovi¢ 1998:
103). Likewise, the authors highlighted that save
for a few vessels attributed to the Kalakaca type,

the ceramic inventory of the Vajuga — Pesak
necropolis was characteristic of the Basarabi
culture (Popovi¢, Vukmanovi¢ 1989: 55). Fol-
lowing the publication of the Vajuga — Pesak,
Early Iron Age Cemetery monograph in 1998,
four new necropolises have been discovered
in the territory of Serbia: Bent — Lugovi in Mo-
jsinje near Cadak, Citluk near Soko Banja, Signal
near Svrljig, and Sinjac Polje near Bela Palanka
(Fig. 8) (HuknToBuh et al. 2002; Ctojuh, Bacuh
2005; Filipovi¢, Bulatovi¢ 2010; Kapuran et al.
2015). Except for a few of the small-scale exca-
vated sites in the Iron Gates, within the territory
of north-eastern Serbia, the closest analogies
which could be connected with the Vajuga — Pe-
sak necropolis are the RujiSte hoard and the col-
lective find of hair-rings from Boljetin (JTanosuh
1975; Popovié¢, Vukmanovi¢ 1989: 46, Fig. 27a:
8-17; Bacuh 1997: 94). Relying on the analogies
and the existing chronological schemes, we will
try to indicate the potential directions of cultural
influences within the Central Balkans based on
the jewellery from the graves, which we consider
as a part of the costume brought into this territory
by female individuals.

8
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THE VAJUGA — PESAK
NECROPOLIS

The Vajuga — Pesak necropolis was located on a
natural elevation running parallel to the right bank
of the Danube, within the Klju¢ region (Fig. 6: 1).
The necropolis was comprised of two or possibly
three large and approximately circular platforms
made of pebbles — the Northern and the Southern.
The dead were laid on the pebbles on their back
and covered with another layer of pebbles and
sand, which marked the final step in the formation
of the burial mound (Popovié¢, Vukmanovi¢ 1998:
89). Aside from jewellery and weapons, items re-
corded at the necropolis include pottery that is
primarily characteristic of the Basarabi horizon
of the Iron Age 1, and the Kalakaca horizon to a
lesser extent (Fig. 2: 9-10). The deceased were
of both sexes; no child burials were recorded. Fe-
male individuals within the population buried at
the Vajuga — Pesak necropolis were recorded in
the following graves:

Grave 1 (Mound I, the southern platform).
Grave goods were comprised of plaited double
pins in the shape of a figure-of-eight, saltaleoni,
bronze beads, a torque, an amber bead — all pre-
sumably located near the head (Fig. 1: 1-4), while
anklets and a ceramic vessel were located by the
feet. The grave also contained an iron fibula and
a bronze pin beneath the layer of pebbles. The
mound included a collection of pottery, four spiral
double pins, bronze wire, an amber bead, a bronze
bead, two saltaleoni, a bronze torque, four anklets
with a rectangular cross-section and two anklets
with a triangular cross-section, a spectacle fibula
(Fig. 1: 1), a double-looped iron fibula with an
hourglass-shaped catch plate, and a bronze pin
with horizontal incisions on the head.

Grave 5a (Mound |V, the northern platform).
Grave goods consisted of an iron knife and a
bronze armband.

Grave 6 (Mound V, the northern platform).
The remains of the dead were not preserved, and
the distribution of finds within the grave indicated
the following: three iron and one bronze anklet
were located on the right leg, and two iron and one
bronze anklet were located on the left leg (Fig.
1: 8). Further to the east, there was a collection
of finds comprising three saltaleoni, nine spirally
coiled double bronze pins, a double-looped iron
fibula with a triangular catch plate, and seven iron
anklets of different cross-sections and types.

Grave 8 (Mound V, the northern platform).
There were two saltaleoni on the head and a

group of five plaited double pins in the shape of
a figure-of-eight on each side of the head. There
was a torque around the neck and two fibulae with
pendants on the chest. The first iron fibula had
an hourglass-shaped catch plate, a bow wrapped
with bronze wire, and a bronze pendant. The
second fibula, attributed to the same type, had a
wheel-shaped pendant, while the catch plate has
not been preserved (Fig. 1: 9-11). There were
three bronze and two iron anklets on the right foot
and one iron anklet on the left foot. No ceramic
vessels were found in this female grave.

Grave 12a (Mound VI, the northern platform).
This grave, lying in a southwest-northeast direc-
tion, contained only lower limb bones. The grave
goods were comprised of saltaleoni, four spirally
coiled double pins with heads in the shape of a
figure-of-eight, and the bow of a bronze-plated
and ribbed iron fibula.

Grave 14 (Mound X, the northern platform).
A damaged skeleton with the head to the north
and the legs to the south. There were two bronze
armbands near the hands, a saltaleone beneath
the head, a fragment of aniron fibula beneath the
chest, and a ceramic bowl and a bronze button in
the vicinity of the skeleton (Fig. 1: 12-14).

Grave 17 (Mound XIlll, the eastern platform).
A double row of saltaleoni with a conical button
and a bronze wire ring were recorded above the
head. Three spirally coiled double-pins with the
head in the shape of a figure-of-eight were re-
corded left of the head (Fig. 7). There was a fibula
with pendant and a bronze sheet tube in the chest
area; seventeen bronze sheet buttons between
the chest and the feet; a bronze clasp below the
right femur and a bow of a fibula on the level of
the knees (Fig. 2: 1-5); a total of nine iron and
four bronze anklets on each leg; a bronze ring on
the right toe; and a ceramic vessel below the feet.

Grave 19 (Mound XV, the eastern platform).
Around the skeleton, which lay in a south-
east-northwest direction, there were dislocated
spirally coiled double pins with the head in the
shape of a figure-of-eight, a bronze pin with a
globular head, bronze and iron anklets, a bronze
saltaleone, and potsherds (Fig. 2: 6-8).

In certain aspects, the burial ritual from the
Vajuga — Pesak necropolis resembles the burial
traditions practised during the Middle and Late
Bronze Age mound burials along the Drina (Kosori¢
1976: 20). In those mounds, the dead were like-
wise laid on a rectangular ‘bed’ comprised of peb-
bles, but in a crouched position on the side. The
tradition of such inhumation burial rites might be
indicated by the solitary burials from the Kalakaca
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Figure 1 — 1-4 Grave 1; 8 Grave 6; 9-11 grave 8; 12-14 Grave 14 (after: Popovi¢, Vukmanovi¢ 1998)
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Figure 2 — 1-5 Grave 17; 6-8 Grave 19; 9 Pottery group 13b; 10 Pottery group 20 (after: Popovi¢, Vukmanovi¢ 1998)
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period in Vrdnik, Zemun, and Jasa Tomi¢, where
the dead were laid on the side with their legs
bent (Medovi¢ 1984; Medovi¢ 2003: 102, Abb.
3a-c; Petrovi¢ 1991; MunaguHosuh-Pagmunosuh,
Kanypan 2010). The inhumation burials on the side
with bent legs may indicate traditions dating back
to the Tumulus Culture period in the southeast
Pannonian Plain during the Late Bronze Age (Ka-
puran 2019: 69). Within the territory of Serbia, a
similar burial rite and grave architecture have been
recorded in three necropolises — Bent Lugovi in
Mojsinje, Mala Gradina in Stapari, and Sinjac Polje.
The practice of laying the dead on a pebble surface
is attested in Grave 7 of Mound | at the Mojsinje
necropolis (Nikitovi¢ et al. 1997: 126-127, Fig. 18)
and Mound Il at the Sinjac Polje necropolis near
Bela Palanka (Kapuran et al 2015: 150-151). The
first necropolis is contemporary with the Vajuga —
Pesak necropolis and the latter is chronologically
younger. Also, there are certain indications that a
body at the Stapari necropolis near UZice was bur-
ied on a pebble surface which covered the grave
pit (hypunh 2012: 95). It must be highlighted that
both presented cases are burials of female indi-
viduals. According to the available documentation,
the buried woman from Grave 7 in Mound | at the
Mojsinje necropolis was likewise laid on a pebble
surface, although this case must be treated with
caution considering that it represents a secondary
burial within the sepulchre object (mound) from
the Late Bronze Age (Nikitovi¢ et al. 1997: 126-127,
Fig. 18). The idea that the aforementioned rep-
resents a specific detail of the Early Iron Age burial
ritual is supported with the central grave of Mound
[l from the Mojsinje necropolis (HukutoBuh et al.
2002: 38, Cn. 17). Even though the skeleton was
poorly preserved, scarce human bones, two iron
spears and a hair-ring were recorded within the
grave constructed of pebbles.

At the Vajuga — Pesak necropolis there were
composite bow fibulae made of iron, wrapped with
bronze wire (Fig. 1: 10-11), and according to R.
Vasi¢, those can be dated to the second half of
the 8t" and the first half of the 7" cent. BC (Vasié
1999: 56). A similar dating can be assumed for
the solitary spectacle-shaped bronze wire fibula
from the necropolis that originates from Grave
1 (Fig. 1: 1) (Vasi¢ 1999: 34). Certain examples
of fibulae have pendants, as is the case with the
example from Grave 8 (Fig. 1: 10), which has the
same shape as the chain links of the incensory
from the Vintu de Jos hoard in Romania (Petres-
cu-Dumbovita 1977: 161, PIl. 392: 5) or the site of
Kisterenye in Hungary (Kemenczei 1988: 96, Fig.
5: 1-2). The other composite fibula from Grave

1 at the Vajuga necropolis has a wheel-shaped
pendant (Fig. 1: 11) that resembles the finds from
the grave at the necropolis in VrtiSte in the South
Morava river basin or Grave 7 at the bepfeld ne-
cropolis in Vojvodina (Vasi¢ 1977: 69, Pl. 21: 10;
TpajkoBuh 2008: 33, 187: 15).

At the Basarabi necropolis in south-west-
ern Romania, which is both geographically and
chronologically closest to the Vajuga — Pesak
necropolis, some graves contained the earlier fib-
ulae with the hourglass-shaped catch plate, the
younger fibulae with the catch plate in the shape
of a Beotian shield, and the fibulae of the Gogosu
type (Dumitrescu 1968: Fig. 22). The burial rite is
almost identical, although the orientation of the
dead is not as uniform as is the case with the Va-
juga — Pesak necropolis. The architecture of the
mounds at the Basarabi necropolis likewise differs
from the Vajuga — Pesak necropolis, as the soil
mounds at the Basarabi necropolis are consider-
ably larger. However, the analogies between the
grave goods, jewellery, and ceramic vessels are
substantial and unambiguous, and indicate that
the aforementioned necropolis is younger. Some-
thing similar can be concluded for the finds from
the graves at the Balta Verde necropolis, believed
by B. Bercui and E. Comsa to show very strong Il-
lyrian and Thracian influences (Vulpe 1986: 51-52,
Abb. 4: 5-13; Dumitrescu 1968).

OTHER EARLY IRON AGE
NECROPOLISES IN SERBIA

As we pointed out, new data on several necropo-
lises in the territory of Serbia have been acquired
since the publication of the monograph on the
Vajuga — Pesak necropolis. Those necropolises
are slightly older and attributed to the Kalakaca
period, with slight differences in the ornamen-
tation of ceramics. The necropolis in the village
of Stapari near Uzice in Western Serbia was dis-
covered six decades ago, yet published in detail
considerably later (Zotovi¢ 1985: 65-67; hypuh
2012). First data on the Bent — Lugovi necropolis
in the village of Mojsinje near Cac&ak, located on
the left bank of the West Morava, come from the
1990s, and the rescue archaeological excavations
were conducted from 1997 to 2000 (Nikitovi¢ et
al. 1997; Hukutosuh et al. 2002). The necropolis is
comprised of low mounds, with three burial hori-
zons attributed to the Bronze Age and the Early
Iron Age. The second phase of the burials at the
Mojsinje necropolis is also earlier than the Vajuga
— Pesak necropolis.
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il

Figure 3 — RujiSte hoard (JlTanoeuh)(photo by: N. Bori¢)
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Figure 4 — 1 Mojsinje necropolis, Tumulus V, Grave 3 (photo by: K. Dmitovi¢); 2 Tumulus V, Grave 4 (after: Nikitovi¢, Stoji¢
Vasi¢ 2003); 3 Boljetin hoard (after: Jarbuh 2016)
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Figure 5 — 1 Fibula from Citluk hoard (after: Filipovi¢, Milojevié, forthcomming); 2 Kruevac (thanks to: M. Miladinovic¢);
3-5, 8 Mala Gradina in Stapari (after: Vasi¢ 1999); 6-7 Mala Gradina necropolis Grave 18 (after: hypuh 2012); 9-10 Citluk
necropolis (after: Ctojuh, Bacuh 2005)
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Regardless of that, there are certain paral-
lels between these two necropolises regarding
the burial ritual, the architecture of graves, and
the specific finds of material culture. According
to the authors of excavations, the inhumed dead
from the Early Iron Age at the Mojsinje necropo-
lis are attributed to horizon 2 (Hukutosuh et al.
2002: 51-55). Several inhumation graves with
grave goods that indicate their attribution to the
Kalakada culture, or Iron Age 1 according to the
classification of R. Vasi¢ (1977: 9-17), have been
recorded beneath mounds [, Il and V (possibly
beneath mound Il1?). Since there are no absolute
dates, the authors rely on the stylistic and typo-
logical characteristics of the finds to conclude
that horizon 2 belongs to the second half of the
8" and the first half of the 7t" century BC (Nikito-
vié et al. 1997: 131; HukutoBuh et al. 2002: 119).
The deceased were buried in the same west—east
direction (except for Grave 4 in Mound V, which
was oriented north—-south), or the direction in
which the West Morava runs (the orientation of the
graves at the Vajuga — Pesak necropolis follows
the direction in which the Danube runs) (Popovi¢,
Vukmanovi¢ 1998); they lay on their backs with
modest grave goods. The similarities in the burial
ritual between the necropolises of Mojsinje and
Vajuga — Pesak are further strengthened by the
pottery grave goods that are positioned next to
the feet of the dead, contrary to the solitary buri-
als in Vojvodina in which the pottery is buried in
no particular order (Medovi¢ 2003: Abb. 3a-c).
Modest grave goods likewise represent a com-
mon characteristic of both the Vajuga — Pesak
and Mojsinje necropolises. However, since there
are only two necropolises from the Kalakaca pe-
riod in Western Serbia, the Mojsinje necropolis
has particular importance for the comprehension
of relations between different regions of Serbia
during the first half of the 15* millennium BC. Within
the aforementioned Mound V, Grave 3 contained
an inhumed female individual, buried with grave
goods comprising a torque, hair-rings, a three-
looped bronze belt buckle, and spiral bracelets
made of iron (Fig. 4:1; 6: 2), quite resembling the
costumes of female individuals buried at the Va-
juga — Pesak necropolis (Hnkutosuh et al. 2002:
42, T. XIV: 117, 120-121).

The most prominent find from the Mojsinje
necropolis is the iron fibula from Grave 4 of Mound
V, which generally falls within the category of
rare finds in the Central Balkans (Fig. 4: 2; 6: 2)

(HnkntoBuh et al. 2002: 42-44, T. lll: 1). The fibula
is relatively large (22 cm in length) and its bow
holds the preserved remains of the textile in which
its owner was most likely wrapped (HnH4nh 2002:
67). Judging by the shape and the unusual catch
plate, R. Vasi¢ considers that the closest analogies
can be found among the Lofkénd type of fibulae
from Albania and northern Greece, which were
utilized during the 9" cent. BC (Papadopoulos
2010: 247). It is our opinion that the iron fibula
from the Mojsinje necropolis could instead rep-
resent a modified variant of double-looped bow
fibulae with a circular catch plate (Zweischlei-
fige Bogenfibeln mit kreisforminger FuBplatte)
which are represented at the VlaStica necropolis in
Kosovo (Vasi¢ 1999: T. 54; 28: 339-340), the Milci
necropolis (Mawwuk et al. 1981: 37, T. XV: 846) or
the Gorno Pole necropolis in Northern Macedonia
(Videski 2005: cat. no. 175) (Vasi¢ 1999: 54-55,
T. 28) and in the Macedonce hoard from South-
ern Serbia (Bacuh 2001: 224, Cn. 1: 1). The fact
that this type of fibula with a circular catch plate
was found together with a fibula with an hour-
glass-shaped catch plate inside Mound | at the
Vlastica necropolis indicates that they were con-
temporary (Vasi¢ 1987: 679, LXXI: 1-2). Judging
by the upper portion of the catch plate of the fibula
from Grave 4 at the Mojsinje necropolis, it can be
concluded that there is a possibility that the per-
son who made the fibula decided to back-bend the
middle of the disk-shaped catch-plate and there-
fore create a significant difference compared to
the fibulae of the Lofkénd type with the back-bent
lower portion of the catch plate. It should be high-
lighted that the connections between the fibulae
with the circular catch plate and those with the
hourglass-shaped catch plate indicate a chrono-
logical concurrence with the Vajuga — Pesak ne-
cropolis based on the context discovered at the
Vlastice necropolis (Tacuh 1998: 173-174, 539,
Kat. 156-157) (Popovi¢, Vukmanovi¢ 1998: 61).
In the meantime, two fibulae of the Bogen-
fibeln mit zwei Blgelknoten type (Pabst 2009:
43, Abb.5: 3) have been recorded. One of them,
discovered in the riverbed of the West Morava
(Fig. 5: 1),7 was brought to the Museum with no
archaeological context, and the other fibula most
likely came from the Citluk necropolis in the vicin-
ity of Soko Banja, according to the finder (Fig. 5:
2) (Ctojuh, Bacuh 2005; Vasi¢ 2009: 36-37; Fili-
povié, Milojevi¢ forthcoming). The example from
KruSevac is similar to the examples from Northern

1— The fibula is unpublished. It is displayed within the permanent exhibition of the National Museum in Krusevac. | would like to thank
Milica Miladinovi¢, the curator of the National Museum in KruSevac, for the provided photo of the fibula.
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Macedonia, which are based on the analogies from
Vergina dated to the 11t" — 10" cent. BC (Vasié
1999: 46). However, S. Pabst believes that such
fibulae might also represent Aegean cultural in-
fluences on the Balkans, occurring later than the
mentioned period, which seems more realistic in
this case (Pabst 2009: 45).

The Early Iron Age necropolis in the village
of Stapari near UZice was discovered in 1958 at
the site of Mala Gradina that lies above the Detina
River in Western Serbia (Zotovi¢ 1985: 67; hypuh
2012: 73). Between 1958 and 1960, a total of 13
inhumed and 5 cremated bodies were recorded.
The inhumed bodies were laid on their back with
modest grave goods. Considering that the ne-
cropolis was quite disturbed by tillage, Grave 18
is of particular importance for the subject of this
paper, as it contained a spectacle-shaped fibula
and a ceramic cup, both characteristic of the Ka-
lakaga culture (Fig. 5: 6-7) (bypuh 2012: 91, T.
[I: 10-11). A fibula with a saddle-shaped bow was
recorded at the adjacent hillfort site (Fig. 5: 3),
while a fibula with a triangular catch plate was re-
corded outside the burial context at the necrop-
olis (Fig. 5: 5) (Zotovi¢ 1985: 67, T. XIV: 14; Vasi¢
1999: 32, 52-53, T. 11: 151-152; 27: 327, 332). The
site also included another spectacle-shaped fib-
ula and a fibula with an hourglass-shaped catch
plate (Fig. 5: 4, 8) (Vasi¢ 1999: cat. no. 152 and
358). The practice of placing a ceramic vessel by
the feet of the dead, as well as the fibulae which
chronologically correspond to the end of the 8"
and the beginning of the 7" cent. BC, incorporate
this necropolis into the domain of the KalakacCa
cultural horizon in Serbia.

The Signal necropolis in the village of Palilula
near Svrljig was excavated in 2007 by V. Filipovi¢
(Filipovi¢, Bulatovi¢ 2010). A total of four inhumed
dead individuals were buried under a stack of
stones serving as grave architecture. The grave
goods were comprised of hair ornaments made
of iron and an Q-shaped double-pin. Unlike the
poorly preserved grave goods made of iron, the
pottery from the graves can be attributed to the
Kalakacda cultural domain (Filipovi¢, Bulatovié
2010: 81).

The Citluk necropolis near Soko Banja is con-
sidered as one of the underresearched necrop-
olises of inhumed individuals from the Kalakaca
horizon of the Early Iron Age (Ctojuh, Bacuh 2005;

Vasi¢ 2009: 36-37). In spite of confusing and
vague excavations, it is clear that the necropolis
area contained certain artefacts (jewellery) made
of iron and pottery.2 Two fibulae and the torques
are attributed to the Kalakaca horizon (Vasi¢ 2009:
36-37). Likewise, the pottery from the necropolis
possesses characteristics typical of the Kalakaca
culture (Ctojuh, Bacuh 2005: 179, Sn. 1).

The Sinjac — Polje necropolis near Bela
Palanka in Eastern Serbia was discovered in 2013
during the rescue archaeological excavations
within the construction of the Ni§ — Dimitrovgrad
Highway (Kapuran et al. 2015). Since the necrop-
olis is probably younger than the Vajuga — Pesak
necropolis, the analogy can be found in the afore-
mentioned burial ritual, which can be observed in
Grave 4 of Mound Il (Fig. 6: 3). Due to the high
acidity of the soil, the remains of the dead were
quite poorly preserved. The remains lay on a rect-
angular stone platform and the grave goods were
comprised of a ceramic beaker, a spear, a knife, a
buckle, a fibula, and a bronze spear-butt (Kapuran
et al. 2015: 151, Fig. 9).

CONCLUSION

The significance of the Vajuga — Pesak necrop-
olis within the context of the Central Balkans lies
not only in the fact that aside from the Doroslovo
necropolis it remains one of the most completely
researched Early Iron Age necropolises in Serbia
and represents an example of the interweaving of
the Late Bosut — Kalakaca and Basarabi cultural
influences in one spot. The fact that grave goods
comprised of iron and bronze jewellery distin-
guish female from male graves within Early Iron
Age necropolises resulted in greater interest for
the female population within the scope of the eth-
nicity studies of certain communities, as female
individuals brought ethnic markers of costume
from their native territories. New data acquired
by the discovery of the Vajuga — Pesak necrop-
olis have significantly influenced the conclusions
regarding the mechanisms of connections be-
tween the Danube and Morava regions and their
interactions through the exchange of goods or
perchance the establishing of marital ties. The
directions of those cultural influences carried by
female individuals in the Central Balkans during

2 — The owner of the estate collected the finds from the graves and handed them to the Institute for the Protection of Cultural
Monuments of Serbia in Belgrade. On his incentive, small-scale archaeological excavations were conducted and a short report
about them was published in the Krusevac National Museuma Annual No 11. The report does not precise the number of archaeological
trenches that were excavated at the necropolis nor the precise context of finds. Therefore, it is our opinion that the report relied
primarily on oral data provided by the estate owner, who was most likely involved in illegal excavations.
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Figure 7 — Valjuga-Pesak, Grave 17 (after: Popovi¢,

Vukmanovi¢ 1998)

the 1%t millennium BC can be assumed from the
examples of the aforementioned Early Iron Age
(Iron Age 1 according to R. Vasi¢) necropolises
attributed to the KalakaCa or Basarabi horizons
(Vasi¢ 1977: 9-17). During the beginning of the 1%t
millennium BC, meaning the Iron Age 1, or more
precisely the 9t" — 8t cent. BC (Vasi¢ 1977: 13),
the areas of Northern Bosnia, Eastern Slavonia,
the Serbian Danube region, and the Morava region
were settled by communities with unified ceramic
production, production of bronze and iron objects
and jewellery, and inhumation of the dead. The
burial ritual that is represented primarily by the
inhumation of the dead, laid on their back and with
a ceramic vessel by their feet, most likely came
to the Iron Gates region from the south or south-
west of the Central Balkans, since the individual
burilas of the Kalakaca type in Vojvodina indicate
a different burial ritual which implies that the dead
were laid on the side with bent legs and disar-
ticulated pottery. Likewise, the burials from the
Morava region indicate that the custom of placing
the dead on a stone foundation came from West-
ern Serbia. Judging by the finds of the material
culture, primarily iron fibulae and composite fib-
ulae with an hourglass-shaped catch plate, they
have their highest concentration in the Danube
region, within the present-day borders of Serbia,
Romania, and Bulgaria, which could indicate it was
their point of origin during the Iron Age 1, in the
8t cent. BC or the Basarabi | period (Bader 1983:
84, T. 48). Assuming that the fibulae represent the
most sensitive piece of female costume in terms
of chronology, we can conclude that the cultural
influences in the Central Balkans during the begin-
ning of the 15 millennium BC followed the direction
from the south-east to the north (Vasi¢ 1977: 37)
and that during the end of the period and the be-
ginning of the Iron Age 2, those influences came
to the Central Balkans from the eastern parts of
the Balkan Peninsula (Fig. 8) (ManaBecTpa 1984:
76; ®ununoeuh 2013: 215; Heilmann 2016: 21).

ALEKSANDAR KAPURAN

Archaeological Institute

Kneza Mihaila 35/1V, SER-11000 Belgrade
a.kapuran@gmail.com

169



ALEKSANDAR KAPURAN

Figure 8 — 1 Valjuga-Pesak; 2 Mojsinje; 3 Stapari; 4 Signal; 5 Citluk; 6 Sinjac Polje; 7 Gomolava; 8 Doroslovo

(made by: A. Kapuran)
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