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Foreword

Since 1990, after practically 30 years and
the publication of the volume of the Starinar jour-
nal dedicated to the academician and professor
Milutin GaraSanin, the Institute of Archaeology in
Belgrade publishes a volume dedicated to a doyen
of both Serbian and European archaeology, Rasko
Vasi¢. In contrast to university centers, where this
kind of publications are usual, due to the position of
individuals as professors and teachers (Festschrift,
Homage...), the scientific researchers are usually
neglected in that respect, which can be seen in the
fact that this volume represents the first of a kind
published by the Institute of Archaeology. Bearing
in mind the significance and the influence of Vasi¢’s
work on ex-Yugoslav and prehistoric archaeology
of Europe, as well as the fact that he spent his entire
career at the Institute of Archaeology, we consider
this volume as a humble act of our gratitude for ev-
erything our dear colleague Vasi¢ did for archaeol-
ogy and the Institute, on occasion of his 80th birth-
day.

Indeed, Rastko Vasi¢ stands as a great of both
Serbian and Yugoslav archaeology, distinctly appre-
ciated and esteemed, which stands in opposition to
his humble and unobtrusive nature. Vasi¢’s scien-
tific and artistic educations often intertwined in his
papers dealing both with the protohistoric art and
the particular problems of the Bronze and Iron Age
in southeastern Europe. Years of work and scientific
questions led him to various phenomena of our pre-
historic archaeology, many of which he had himself
defined, but from time to time he used to go back
and discover the until then unobserved Iron Age art
of the Central Balkans. Only a glimpse of his bibli-
ography at the beginning of this volume reveals the
archaeological phenomena he had defined and inter-
preted, and through his serious and responsible sci-
entific work and afterwards authority introduced to
archaeology. His first monographs (Kyimypue epyne
cmapujez 26030enoe 0oba y Jyeocrasuju and The
Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist Re-
public of Serbia) were created on basis of his doc-
toral dissertation and more than a couple of decades
since the publication represent often cited literature.

YBOI

Hakon 6e3mano 30 mera m Cmapunapa
noceeheHor akageMuky u mpodecopy Mumyrtu-
Hy lapamanuny u3 1990. ronune, ApxXeonomKku
WHCTUTYT y beorpanmy o0jaBibyje jeaHy 3aceOHY
nybnaukanujy nocsehieHy moajeHy CpIricKe, ald |
eBporicke apxeosoruje Pactky Bacuhy. 3a pasinu-
Ky O YHUBEP3UTETCKUX IICHTapa, I/Ie je OBaj THII
nyonukanuja (Festschrift, Hommage...) yoOu4ajen
300r TIO3UIMje MOjeANHIIa Kao Ipodecopa U ydu-
TeJba, HAYYHH CY PaJHUIM OOMYHO 3aHEMapeHH y
TOME TOrJeny, LITO Ce BUAM U MO0 TOME Ja je OBO
IpBa TakBa 3aceOHa myOnukanuja Hame kyhe. Ho,
nMajyhu y Buay 3Hadaj BacnheBux gema 3a OuBmry
JYTOCIIOBEHCKY M MPAauCTOPHjCcKy apxeonorujy E-
porie ¥ yTHIIa] Ha kY, Ka0 ¥ TO LITO j€ 1[0 CBOj paj-
HU BEK IPOBEO y APXEOIONIKOM MHCTHTYTY, CMa-
Tpaau cMo Ja je oBaj 300pHUK noBoaoM 80 roxnHa
KUBOTA jellaH CKPOMHH YHH HaIIe 3aXBaJTHOCTH 3a
CBe IITO je Aparu konera Bacuh yunnmo 3a apxeo-
norujy u UHCTHTYT.

Pactko Bacuh nmowcra mpejcraBiba BesnKa-
Ha CPIICKE U JYTOCIOBEHCKE apXeoJIoTHje, H3Pa3UTO
YBaKEHOT M LICEHCHOT, LITO je Y HEKY PYKY Y CyNpo-
THOCTH Ca FETOBOM CKPOMHOM W HEHAaMETJbUBOM
npuponoM. BacuheBo HaydHO, amy ¥ yMETHHYKO
00pa3oBame YECTO CE CYCTULANIO y HETOBUM IIp-
BUM pajJOoBHUMa, KaJla ce€ 0aBHO KaKO yMETHHYKUM
MPOTOMCTOPHjCKMM TE€MaMa, TaK0 W KOHKPETHHM
npobneMuMa TBO3IEHOT M OpoH3aHOr no0a jyro-
ncroune Esporne. I'onuHe paja U CTpy4Ha NMUTAkHA
o7iBeNIa Cy ra Ka MHOTMM (peHOMEHHMa Hallle Ipa-
HCTOPHjCKE apXeojoruje, o KOjux je HeKe M cam
neuHUCao, Al ce ¢ BpeMeHa Ha Bpeme Bpahao,
a yjelHO M OTKPHBAO IO Taja HE3alaXeHy yMeT-
HOCT TBO3/ieHOT 100a neHTpaiHor bankana. Camo
Y JISTUMHYAH IOTJIC/ Ha eroBy Onbmuorpadujy Ha
MOYETKY OBOT 300pHHKA TOBOPU O apXCOJOUIKHM
nojaBama koje je Bacuh ompeamno m mHTEpmperu-
pao, a CBOjUM 030MJbHUM W OJTOBOPHUM Hay4YHUM
pazoM W IOIHHUjUM ayTOPUTETOM yBeo y momahy
apxeosorujy. tberose npse monorpadwuje (Kyamyp-
He epyne cmapujez 28030eH0z 006a y Jyeociaguju u
The Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist
Republic of Serbia), nacraze Ha OCHOBaMa JOK-
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A complete affirmation in Yugoslav archae-
ology for colleague Vasi¢ was the invitation to
write no less than 13 chapters for the 5th volume
of the distinguished publication Praistorija jugo-
slavenskih zemalja, as one of the youngest authors,
dealing with less familiar subjects or subjects with
scarce background data, undetermined origin or un-
defined to a great extent. It can be said that even
nowadays, after more than 30 years, Vasi¢’s certain
syntheses from the aforementioned publication, re-
main the postulates for the Iron Age of the Central
Balkans. Another significant work of Rastko Vasic,
although often not emphasized enough, is the fact
that under the invitation of the academician Dra-
goslav Srejovi¢, he participated in writing of 150
separate units in the unique domestic archaeological
encyclopedia - Arheoloski leksikon — preistorija Ev-
rope, Afrike i Bliskog Istoka, grcka, etrurska i rim-
ska civilizacija, a paper that Yugoslav and Serbian
archaeology lacked for a number of decades. His in-
ternational reputation was confirmed by five mono-
graphs published within the prestigious Prdhisto-
rische Bronzefunde edition. In parallel with that,
through his advice and influence, as well as through
his scientific renown, he aided younger colleagues
to prepare the volumes for the same edition.

In that context, it is important to mention that
defending boards for magister or doctoral thesis
on the subject on Bronze and Iron Age could not
be imagined without the presence of the colleague
Vasi¢. On such occasions, not a single critique or a
bad word could be heard from Vasi¢, but positive
opinion and useful suggestions above all, so that
the candidate could properly prepare the thesis for
future publication. Rastko Vasi¢ has been a mem-
ber of the editorial board for the Starinar journal
for more than 40 years, as well as for many other
corpora and journals in the territory of southeastern
Europe. As a member of editorial staff or as a re-
viewer of papers and monographs, he would always
point out the qualities of the submitted material, and
if the other members of editorial staff or reviewers
decided to reject the material, his benevolent sug-
gestions would help in publishing each useful paper
after all, even in some other journal. Also, as a long-
time director of scientific projects at the Institute of
Archaeology, he would always do his best to help

TOpCKE JAWCepTaluje, U Jajbe Cy, HEKOJIHKO Jelie-
HHja HaKOH 00jaBJbUBAHA, IITHPAHO IITHBO.

[Motyny adupmanmjy y jyrociioBEHCKO]
apxeonoruju konera Bacuh noxuBeo je kama je
MO3BaH Ja, Kao jedaH on Tama Hajmimahux aytopa,
Hanuuie yak 13 noriassea 3a ToM V uyBeHe /lpauc-
mopuje jyeociasencKux 3emMasba, i TO Ha HEKe TeMe
0 KOjMa C€ Majio 3HaJI0 WM y BE3W C KOjuMa Cy
rojialy OMJITM IITYpPH, HEjaCHOT TOpeKia U J00puM
nenoM Heneduuucanu. Moxe ce pehu ja u nanHac,
HakoH 30 u BuIIe TonuHa, ojenuue Bacuhese cun-
T€3e M3 OBE CepHje U JaJbe OCTajy jeIUHH IOCTY-
JaTH TBO3ACHOT Ao00a mentpanHor bamkana. Jormn
jemaH 3HadajaH AONPHUHOC OBOTA THIA, YUHU C€,
HUje JOBOJHHO TIOMHIbAH Y J0CAIAIIHEM HErOBOM
pany, a TO je YMI-CHUIIA JIa j¢ Ha TIO3HMB aKaJeMUKa
HparociaBa CpejoBuha yuecTBOBao y W3pau Ipe-
ko 150 3ace0HMX jeTMHMIIA Y jeTMHCTBEHO] ToMaho)j
apXEOJIONIKO] EHIMKIONEANJU — ApXxeonowku ne-
Kcukon — npeucmopuja Eepone, Agppuxe u Bruckoe
UCMOKA, 2puKa, empypcKa U PUMCKA YUSUIU3AYU]d,
JIeNTy KOje je JIyTM HU3 JICLICHUja HeJ0CTajasio jyro-
CJIOBEHCKO] M CPIICKOj apXeoyoruju. MehyHaponau
yIlIe[ MOTBPAMO je ca MeT MOHorpaduja y mpec-
THKHO] enuuuju Prdhistorische Bronzefunde, nox
j€ Tapayie;THO CaBeTHMa M CBOJHM yTHIIajeM, Kao U
Hay4YHUM PEHOMEOM, omarao miahjum xosjerama aa
MIPUIIPEME CBOjE CBECKE 3a UCTY CIAUIIU]Y.

Y ToMe KOHTEKCTY, BAXKHO je TOMEHYTH Jia ce
0e3 konere Bacuha Hije MoTIIa 3aMUCIIUTH KOMUCH-
ja 3a ogOpaHy MarucTapckKux WIN JTOKTOPCKHUX JTU-
cepranyja Ha TeMy OpOH3aHOT WJIM CTapHjerT TBO3-
neHor no6a. Tom npuiIMKoM off Bera ce HUje Morya
YyTH MOKYy/a WM JiolIa ped, Beh HamacBe mo3uTHB-
HO MHIIJbCHE¢ M KOPHUCHE CYTeCTHje Kako OW KaH-
JUTaT CBOj€ AEJI0 aJleKBaTHO MpUIpeMuo 3a Oyayhe
o0jaBJbuBame. [Ipeko 40 roguHa 4aH je peaakiuje
CrapuHapa, Ka0 ¥ MHOTHX 300pHHKA W YacOIHCa
Ha mpocTopy jyroucroune EBpone. Kao uect unan
pelaKimja Wik PerieH3eHT pajioBa U MOHOTpadHja,
YBEK je UCTHIA0 KBAIUTETE TIPIIIOTA, & YKOIMKO O1
Ce OCTarak peaaKifje WK JAPYTH PEIeH3CHTH Of-
Y4 Ja ofA0ujy ayTopa, OH O cecBojuM Omaro-
HAKJIOHHM CyTeCTHjaMa TPYIUO Jia CBaKA KOPHCTaH
pan unax Oyzne 00jaBJbeH, 11a MaKap y HEKOM JIpyroM
yaconucy. Takohe, Kao TyroroJuImb1 PyKOBOJHIIALL
HAyYHHUX TIpojeKkara y ApPXCOJIONKOM WHCTUTYTY,



Foreword / YBox

young colleagues on each matter, never striking as a
boss or a superior.

Plenty of details on the private and profes-
sional life of Rastko Vasi¢, both as an archaeolo-
gist and painter and literate, can be found in the
continuation of this volume, which was one of the
ideas of the editors. Therefore, about 60 pages are
dedicated to his life and work, biography and a de-
tailed bibliography, while the interview is illustrated
with Vasi¢’s numerous paintings, selected by the
celebrant himself. Afterward, there is a collection
of papers dedicated to the colleague Vasi¢, written
in English, German, Russian and the ex-Yugoslav
languages, assorted chronologically. Unfortunately,
certain authors which were invited in agreement
with the celebrant did not respond, primarily due to
the poor health, so the editors once again point out
that they regret the situation, although on the other
hand, we are grateful and proud of the content of the
volume, on 33 authors of the papers, and the editori-
al board comprised of prominent names of the word
archaeology from nine different countries.

Through this volume, the editorial board
and the Institute of Archaeology would like to heart-
ily congratulate the jubilee to our colleague Vasi¢
and to wish him many more years in archacology.

Vojislav Filipovi¢
Aleksandar Bulatovi¢
Aleksandar Kapuran

TPYAHO ce a IOMOTHE MialiM KoJierama 1o CBUM
MATalkbUMa, He TIOCTaBJbajyhu ce MpUTOM Kao 1med.

MHoru nIetajbu O NMPHUBAaTHOM M mpodecu-
OHaJHOM >kuBoTy Pactka Bacuha u kao apxeoo-
ra, ¥ Kao CIMKapa W KIbIDKeBHUKA, MOTY ce Hahn
y HacTaBKy OBOT 300pHHKa, IITO je Ouia M jemHa
on uaeja npupehusaya. Crora je mpBUX IIe3/ECe-
Tak cTpaHa NMocBeheHO HEroBOM XXHMBOTY M pamy,
ouorpaduju u gerasbHOj OuOMMOrpaduju, OOK je
WHTEPBjy WIycTpoBaH Opojuum BacuheBum ciu-
Kama, o u300py camor ciaBibeHHKa. HakoH Tora
YIPWIMYEHH CypaJoBH nocBehenu koeru Bacuhy,
Ha CHIVICCKOM, HEMA4yKOM, PYCKOM M je3WIIMMa Ou-
Bmre JyrocimaBwje, mopehaHW IO XPOHOJIOIIKOM
pexy. Haxanocr, ojequHu ayTopu MO3BaHU Y KOH-
cyiTanyjama ca CIIaBJbeHHKOM HHCY C€ Of1a3Bajiu
MO3UBY, TIOIJIABUTO 300T HAPYIICHOT 3[PAaBCTBEHOT
CTama, Ia yPeTHUIH U OBOM IPHIMKOM HAIIOMUIbY
na »kaie 300T OBakBOTI pa3Boja cutyaruje. C npyre
CTpaHe, TOHOCHU CMO Ha capikaj 300pHUKa — KaKo
Ha 33 ayTopa nmpuiiora, Tako U Ha peAaKiyjy, y Kojoj
CYy BPXYHCKa UMCHA CBETCKE apXeoJIoTHje U3 JICBET
3emMasba.

Konern Bacwhy ypemuurm u ApXeoionku
WHCTUTYT OBUM 300pHHMKOM OJI CpIIa YECTUTA]y jyOu-
JIej ¥ JKeJe jOIT MHOTO TOMHA Pasia y apXeoJoTHjH.

BojuciaB ®wimnosuh
Anexcannap bynmatosuh
Anekcannap Kamypan
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New Late Hallstatt Finds from the Vinkovci Region (Eastern
Croatia): A Contribution to the Study of Impacts from the
Balkans to the southeastern Carpathian Basin

Marko Dizdar

Abstract: The Late Hallstatt period in the territory of the southeastern Carpathian Basin is defined by
a characteristic group of finds, mostly from female graves, which have been attributed to the Syrmian
group. The group is characterized by flat cemeteries with inhumation burials. During all phases the
group adopted various influences, mostly from the Central Balkan and southeastern Alpine region,
and transformed them into its own recognizable style visible in female burials, which also bear
witness to the process of social differentiation of local communities. Typical female burials consist of
costume and jewellery items, while rare male graves feature weaponry. The female costume includes
bronze astragal belts and various types of fibulae, the most frequent among them being Certosa types
V and XIII, but there also appear other types that originated in the Central Balkan region. One of the
best examples of the transfer of ideas from the Central Balkan region and their local adoption into a
distinct style, except for fibulas, can be seen in the bronze astragal belts which very often appear in
female graves in the Syrmian, Eastern Slavonian and southeasternTransdanubian cemeteries, where
they were dated at the late 6th and Sth centuries BC. New finds from the Vinkovci region, together
with some other previously collected items, indicate an earlier appearance of the astragal belts which
have direct analogies in the area of spreading of the Glasinac cultural complex, testifying to a firmly
connectivity between the southeastern part of the Carpathian Basin and the Central Balkans at the
beginning of the Late Hallstatt period.

Key words: Late Hallstatt period, Syrmian group, southeastern Carpathian Basin, Central Balkans,
female burials, costume, jewellery, astragal belts, fibulae, identity.

The Late Hallstatt period in the southeastern Carpathian Basin is one of the less known
prehistoric periods of the observed area, primarily because of the small number of targeted ar-
chaeological investigations of sites which can be dated to that time and the modest material legacy
that largely resulted from accidental discoveries of female inhumations. An immense contribu-
tion to the knowledge about the mentioned timeframe and clarify the dynamic changes which are
marked, in many of his contributions gave RastkoVasi¢ where he showed all the complexity of
known material legacy by presenting interesting ideas that are still essential in the study of the
Early Iron Age in the southeastern Carpathian Basin and the Central Balkans.

Chronology of the Syrmian Group

The Late Hallstatt period in the greatest parts of the southeastern Carpathian Basin (Syrmia,
castern Slavonia, Baranya, southern Backa, Macva, probably Semberija) was marked by the de-
velopment of the Syrmian group, which was first defined as a separate cultural phenomenon by
M. Garasanin.! He was followed by other researchers,? some of whom only used a different name

! GaraSanin 1973, 511-515.
2 Vasic¢ 1977; 1982a; 1987a; 1987b; 1988; 1989; Medovi¢ 1991; 2003; Medovi¢, Hansel 2006; Ljustina 2010.

319
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for the same assemblages of finds.®> The group is characterized by flat cemeteries with predomi-
nantly inhumation burials,* but there are also burials of horses with harness,’ as well as Greco-
Italic imports.® During all the phases, the group adopted various influences (from the southeastern
Alps, Central Balkans, Lower Danube areas) and transformed them into its own recognizable
style, mostly visible in rich female grave assemblages, which reveal the process of social differ-
entiation of local communities. Considering the known corpus of finds, many of them discovered
as early as the end of the 19" and the beginning of the 20" century, the group has been dated be-
tween the mid-6™ to the second half of the 4™ cent. BC.” The general chronological classification
of the grave assemblages and characteristic finds has not undergone any important changes® and
the newly discovered graves can also fit into it,” but they also enable a more precise chronological
classification of the group.'

As it has been pointed out, the material legacy of the Syrmian group was singled out ex-
clusively on the basis of finds from graves or accidental discoveries that can be assumed to have
originated from destroyed funerary complexes. Contemporary settlements (such as Gradina on
the Bosut River, Gomolava, Feudvar) used to be considered within the cultural framework of the
latest phase of the Bosut group, or the phase of channelled pottery following on from an earlier
phase marked by ceramics ornamented in the Basarabi style.!" The inhumations of the Syrmian
group were associated with the settlements from the channelled pottery phase of the Bosut group
by D. Popovi¢, who noticed that such graves were close to the settlements of the latest develop-
ment phase of the Bosut group, which has no known burials.!> The hypothesis that was proposed
in the publication of the Stubarlija cemetery and in the final publication of the settlement of
Gradina on the Bosut River was later accepted by P. Medovi¢, who pointed out the significant
problem of the lack of graves from the phase of channelled pottery and the issue of the duration of
that phase.'* N. Tasi¢ came to a similar conclusion and put forward the interesting possibility that
the known graves of the Syrmian group are the inhumations of prominent members of the com-
munity.'* Their final linking with the settlements of the Bosut group, according to R. Vasi¢, still
includes certain ambiguities, such as the insufficient number of ceramic goods in the graves of the
Syrmian group and the lack of knowledge about metal objects from contemporary settlements. '3
Moreover, studies of the beginning of the characteristic material expression of the Syrmian group
recognized the importance of impacts from the area of spreading of the Glasinac Complex, with
noticeable influences from the west, from the southeastern Alpine region.'® The present knowl-
edge considers it a unique and characteristic material legacy within the framework of the Bosut
group, which marked the latter phase of the Early Iron Age in the southeastern Carpathian Ba-

3 Gustin, Terzan 1976; Terzan 1977 as the Late Hallstatt South Pannonian group; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002 as the ce-
ramic horizon V; Kelnenczei 2012 as the Syrmian-South Pannonian group; Dizdar 2015 as the Osijek group; Bozi¢
1981a singled out a Curug phase as the youngest phase of the Syrmian group.

4 Vasi¢ 1987b; 1989; Medovi¢ 1991; 2003; 2007; Medovi¢, Héansel 2006; Ljustina 2010.

3 Jerem 1968; Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 2000; 2003.

® Gustin, Terzan 1976; Vasi¢ 2001; 2005; Potrebica, Dizdar 2014.

" Terzan 1977, 14; 1990, 158; Vasi¢ 1989, 109; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 179, 203; Ljustina 2010, 61.

8 Vasi¢ 1987b; 1988; 1989; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 179, 418.

® Medovi¢ 2003; 2007; Koledin 2012; Dizdar 2015.

10 Dizdar 2015, 52-56.

' Medovi¢ 1978; 1981; 1994; 2003; Medovi¢, Medovi¢ 2011; Tasi¢ 1971a; 1971b; 1975; 1976; 1979; 1987; 1988;

1999; 2007; Vasi¢ 1987b and others.

12 Popovi¢ 1981, 39; 1994, 68.

13 Medovi¢, Hiansel 2006, 493-495; Medovi¢ 2007, 70-72; Medovi¢, Medovié¢ 2011, 262, 272.

14 Tasi¢ 2007, 11; Ljustina 2010, 66.

SVasi¢ 1987a, 545; 1987b, 555, 558; 1989, 103-104.

16 Vasi¢ 1973, 95; 1977, 23, 28-29; 1987a, 553; 1987b, 557; 1989, 109.
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sin.'” One of the problems is certainly the initial development phase of the Syrmian group, which
has still not been completely defined, primarily because of a lack of finds from closed funerary
complexes.

On the other hand, the beginnings of the Syrmian group should be closely related to the
ending of the Dalj group, which marked the beginning of the Early Iron Age on the territory that
would be later held by the Syrmian group.'® The relation of the Syrmian group towards the Bosut
group, the eastern neighbour of the Dalj group and yet another territory to be taken by the Syrmian
group, is much more complex.'” The relation to the latest phase of the Bosut group, defined as a
channelled pottery phase pursuant to the research of settlements, has been partly clarified by the
mentioned linking of the two, but there is still the issue of defining the time relation to the previous
phase, characterized by pottery ornamented in the Basarabi style; in other words: from the aspect
of relative chronology, when did the channelled pottery phase start and how long did it last? Can
we date the channelled pottery phase to the beginning of the Late Iron Age, as it has been pointed
out on several occasions,? or did it end earlier, with its end marking the beginning of the Syrmian
group? As for the beginning of the channelled pottery phase, we believe that a noticeable change

17 The publication of the results of research on the eponymous multilayer settlement, Gradina on Bosut, with the young-
est Early Iron Age horizons (IX and especially X) indicating a ceramic repertory of a developed Syrmian group (see:
Medovi¢, Medovi¢ 2011, 234-266), as well as the most recent discoveries of graves of the Syrmian group, e.g. at
Stubarlija (Medovi¢ 2003; 2007; Medovi¢, Hansel 2006), have clearly shown the link between the latest phase of the
settlements of the Bosut group with the graves of the Syrmian group, revealed primarily by comparing the shapes,
motifs and techniques of decoration of ceramic vessels from settlements and from graves.

'8 Even though the ending of the Dalj group used to be associated with the beginning of the Late Iron Age (Vinski,

Vinski-Gasparini 1962, 273-274; Vinski-Gasparini 1978, 135, 138; 1983, 605), the results of the research of the

cemeteries of the Dalj group indicate that the youngest finds can be currently dated to the second half of the 7% cent.

BC (Tasi¢ 1975, 618; 1979, 19; 1994, 18; Loznjak Dizdar 2004), i.e. to the ceramic horizon IV, which would seem

to have lasted until mid-6" cent. BC (Meztner-Nebelsick 2002, 175-177, 179, Fig. 76). In the Dalj group cemetery in

Doroslovo, the latest phase is indicated by the grave 141 with a bronze two-loop fibula with the foot in the shape of

a Boeotian shield, dated to the first quarter of the 6" cent. BC (Trajkovi¢ 2008, 158, P1. on p. 307/14; Vasi¢ 1999a,

65-71, PL. 66; 2008, 343, 348-349; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 110, 426, Fig. 39), but there are opinions that the young-

est graves can be dated to the end of the 6" cent. BC (Ljustina 2010, 60, 66, Fig. 2). The mentioned fibulas (Terzan

1987, 15; 1990, 99-100, 139; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 110-112, 415-416, 425-426: in the first half or mid-7" cent.

BC; Heilmann 2016 with the latest chronological classification and datation), along with several types of boat-shaped

fibula, represent the youngest finds in the cemeteries of the Dalj group in Batina (Vinski, Vinski-Gasparini 1962, 276,

Fig. 110; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 109-110, 419, 421-422, 425, P1. 9/18, P1. 27/7, P1. 39/4-6,15, P1. 66/1), Lijeva

Bara in Vukovar (Vinski, Vinski-Gasparini 1962, 276, 285; Vinski-Gasparini 1973, 159, 163; Metzner-Nebelsick

2002, 172), Dalj (Vinski, Vinski-Gasparini 1962, 270, 276, P1. VII/79; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 659, Katalogfig.

19/5), Sotin (Vinski, Vinski-Gasparini 1962, 271, 279-280, P1. VII1/93); so, the known metal finds locate the lower

limit duration of the development of the Dalj group to the end of Ha C2 and not later than the beginning of Ha D1.

The Bosut group went through different development phases as opposed to the Dalj group, with a noticeable differ-

ence in the method of distinguishing the chronological phases of their development: the Bosut group was divided

pursuant to the results of research of settlements, while the chronology of the Dalj group is based on the analysis
of cemeteries. The latest phase of the Dalj group could be the contemporaneous as the beginning of the channelled
pottery phase, but there is the problem of a lack of grave assemblages of the period in the area of spreading of the

Bosut group. If so, grave 141 from Doroslovo would be contemporaneous with a grave from Hrtkovci with a bronze

open-work belt, a pair of bracelets with overlapping endings and spiral bracelets, dated to the beginning of the Bo-

sut III phase, or the phase Il of the Iron Age — Ha C2 period (Vinski 1955, 35, Fig. 18-19; Vinski, Vinski-Gasparini

1962, 271, 278, PL. VI; Vasi¢ 1977, 18, 21, PL. 22A; 1987a, 544, 548). In Donja Dolina, the separate horizon is well

represented by the double grave from the plot of S. Cegrlja (Truhelka 1904, 85-86, P1. XL; Terzan 1974, 43, Fig. 7;

1998, 515), while the link would be the inhumation grave from Dvorovi near Bijeljina and the finds from another

destroyed grave (Mari¢ 1960, 50-54, P1. 11/3, 6, P1. 111/1-5). It was a period of significant changes in the wider area of

the Carpathian Basin, as testified by the simultaneous inception of the Ferigile group cemeteries in the lower Danube

in mid-7" cent. BC (Vulpe 1977, 90-91; 1990, 125-127; Vasi¢ 1987a, 553; Terzan 1990, 73-76, 113, 115; 1998, 514).

On the other hand, inhumation under tumuli in the west Pannonian area has been dated until mid-6" cent. BC (TerZan

1990, 204), while the Donja Dolina cemetery existed continuously until the Late Iron Age. It all indicates a different

dynamic of development during the Early Iron Age in different areas that communicated intensely, which is now

probably best testified by the cemetery in Donja Dolina.

2 Medovi¢ 1978; 1981; 1990; 1994.

S
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in relation to the “Basarabi phase” took place in mid-7" cent. BC at the latest,”! which leads to
the open issue of whether the finds of that horizon of the Bosut group can already be considered
as the initial phase of the Syrmian group, or the initial horizon would be the somewhat younger
finds from Banostor, as hypothesized by R. Vasi¢,” where their relation to the channelled pottery
phase remains unclear. Therefore, even after several decades of examining the end of the cultural
phenomena that marked the early centuries of the first millennium BC in the territory of the south-
eastern Carpathian Basin,?® which also included great contributions of R. Vasié,?* there is still a
lack of finds that would shed more light on the beginnings of the Syrmian group or that would
help define its oldest phase. Also, considering the documented continuity at Gradina on the Bosut
River, Gomolava and Feudvar, a key issue for any future research will be to establish the common
denominator for the sites and finds from the latter phase of the Early Iron Age in the southeastern
Carpathian Basin. It is clear that the channelled pottery phase was only one post-Basarabi phase
in the development of the Bosut group, which is yet to have a defined lower limit duration, to be
followed by the Syrmian group phase within the Bosut group. Unfortunately, there is still a lack
of graves that would help resolve this crucial issue for the development of the Bosut group, as
repeatedly pointed out by R. Vasi¢.” Still, it should be pointed out that the Syrmian group devel-
oped in an area that had been the territory of the Dalj and Bosut groups, where the characteristic
inhumation burials are seen as the legacy of earlier development phases of the Bosut group, but
on the other hand, this inhumation burials is something new in the territory previously held by the
Dalj group. Can this change in the funerary rite in the former territory of the Dalj group, therefore,
chronologically be considered as the beginning of the Syrmian group, and does it indicate the pos-
sibility to consider the Syrmian group as a separate cultural phenomenon after all?

The answers to these questions might be found in the numerous works of RastkoVasi¢, the
honouree, who approached the problem by recognition of characteristic horizons,*® primarily on
the basis of known closed grave assemblages, in the wider area of the southeastern Carpathian
Basin and Central Balkans.?’

But let us go back to the current knowledge on the development of the Late Hallstatt pe-
riod in the southeastern Carpathian Basin, which recognizes the Syrmian group as a unique cul-
tural phenomenon. The currently known earliest phase of the Syrmian group, represented by the
finds from Banostor — probably from destroyed burial contexts — can be dated around the mid-6"
cent. BC.?® In Banostor, beside some other finds — segments of astragal belt(s) and multihead
pins — there are various recognizable forms of fibulae with a trapezoidal foot (types: Rusanovi¢i,
Potpecine, Arareva gromila)® which were dated to the second half of the 6™ and the beginning

21 See: Terzan 1990, 73-76, 113, 115; 1998, 514. As opposed to P. Medovi¢ (1978, 55; 1981, 27-28; 1990, 29; Medovié,
Medovi¢ 2011, 272), other researchers date the beginning of the so-called channelled pottery phase to the early 6™
cent. BC already: Popovi¢ 1981, 44; Vasi¢ 1987a, 545; Tasi¢ 1975, 618; 1999, 18; besides, this has also been pro-
posed on the basis of the results of the Feudvar research: Hansel, Medovi¢ 1992, Abb. 4.

22 Vasi¢ 1989.

2 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002.

24 Vasi¢ 1977, 2008.

% Vasi¢ 1987a; 1987b; 1989.

26 Vasi¢ 1971; 1973; 1974; 1977;1979; 1981; 1982a; 1982b; 1982-1983; 1988; 1992; 1997; 1999a; 2003; 2008; 2010;
2014; 2015.

2 The greatest number of Late Hallstatt finds from the Vinkovci region belongs to the phases IIT and IV after the
chronological classifications done by R. Vasi¢ (1977; 1999a, 7-8 etc.), although the intensification of contacts can be
recognized already during the phase I1.

28 Vasi¢ 1989, 109-111.

2 After: Terzan 1987.
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of the 5" cent. BC.*° The next phase of the group is very well represented by the greatest number
of graves: Vinkovci-Silos, Novi Jankovci, Vucedol, Stubarlija, Srijemska Mitrovica I, Beremend
etc. with bronze Certosa fibulae of type V, which appear at the end of the 6" and during the first
half of the 5™ cent. BC from the southeastern Alps to Glasinac and the Danube Basin.*! The next
phase, from the second half of the 5™ and the beginning of the 4" cent.BC, was marked by graves
from Vinkovci-Nama, Sid and Belis¢e with characteristic finds of hinged Certosa fibulae, the
most numerous being those of the type Xlllc and the somewhat younger type XIITh. The youngest
phase (Curug phase: the eponymous hoard, finds from Bogdanovci, the grave Srijemska Mitro-
vica II) is dated to the second quarter of the 4" cent. BC and represents the time when the material
culture went through intensive latenization, which would lead to the dominance of La Téne forms
in the last third of the 4™ cent. BC and to the beginning of the Late Iron Age, although autochtho-
nous elements would be retained too.*

Late Hallstatt Sites and Finds in the Vinkovci Region

A little more light on the oldest phase and other development phases of the Syrmian group
is shed by the finds collected in several sites in and around Vinkovci, which undoubtedly belong
to a separate time frame (Map).?* Even though they are chance finds that mostly correspond to the
known spectrum of the Late Hallstatt finds from the areas of eastern Slavonia and Syrmia, their
recognized typological characteristics make it possible to put forth some interesting ideas about
the beginnings of the Syrmian group and the relations established with contemporary cultural
phenomena in neighbouring territories.

In previous studies of the Late Hallstatt period, collected finds from Vinkovci and its sur-
roundings undoubtedly indicated their affiliation to the Syrmian group. Aside from the finds col-
lected in the late 19" and early 20™ centuries, two cemeteries found in the area of the town of
Vinkoveci represent a good basis in the chronological considerations of the development of the
Syrmian group. The richly equipped female inhumation found at the site of Silos in the southeast-
ern part of Vinkovci represents a typical Late Hallstatt south Pannonian costume, which yielded
an astragal belt, a bronze Certosa fibula of type V decorated with a motif of fir branches incised
on the bow, and necklaces made up of 24 glass beads of different colours. The grave was dated to
the developed 5" cent. BC.** A similar female burial was found in nearby Novi Jankovci, yielding
11 bronze segments of an astragal belt, a bronze Certosa fibula of type V, and 4 glass beads.* In-

30 Vasi¢ 1989, 105-106; 1995b, 361; 1997, 58; 1999a, 89-98. According B. Terzan, the fibulae of the Borajna, Potpec¢ine
and Rusanovi¢i types can be dated to the end of the 7" cent. BC and the first half of the 6™ cent. BC, while the Arareva
Gromila type appears from the mid-6" cent. BC and during the first half of the 5™ cent. BC (Terzan 1974, 42-44, Fig.
7; 1987, 19). In his latest articles, R. Vasi¢ dated the Rusanovi¢i and Potpecine types of fibulae to the 6™ cen. BC as
well, and the Arareva Gromila type to a slightly younger period (Vasi¢ 1997, 50, Fig. 2; 1999a, 89-98). For the latest
chronological classification and the absolute chronology of the Glasinac group, see: Covi¢ 1987b. On the other hand,
a fibula of the Potpecine type has been found in the hoard in Abraham (Slovakia) together with boat-shaped fibulae,
a three-knobbed fibula and a serpentine fibula with two loops (Dusek 1971, 436, Fig. 22; Kilian 1975, PL. 13). The
hoard was dated to the beginning of the Ha D1 phase at the latest (Vasi¢ 1977, 23; 1999a, 94; Terzan 1987, 19; 1990,
181-183), and to the period from the late 7 to the beginning of the 6™ cent. BC, respectively. This datation maybe
witness how some finds from Banostor maybe indicate the beginning of the Syrmian group latest at the beginning of
the 6™ cent. BC.

31 Dizdar 2015, 53.

32 Dizdar 2015, 52-56.

3 T would like to thank my colleagues Hrvoje Vuli¢, Maja Krznarié¢ Skrivanko, Anita Rapan Papesa and Boris Kratofil
from the Municipal Museum inVinkovci for the finds from Late Hallstatt sites in the Vinkovci region. Some finds
were found and donate to the Museum by Mirko Adzaga, Ivan Brki¢, Steve Gaunt, Zvonimir Harhaj, Domagoj
Jovani¢ and Ivan Kelava.

3% Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 1973, 39-40, P1. XX; Dimitrijevi¢ 1979, 144, P1. 8/3-5.

3% Brun$mid 1902, 72, Fig. 32.
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dividual segments were found at several more sites in and around Vinkovci.* In the town center,
at the Nama site, which stands on the western periphery of a multilayer prehistoric settlement at
TrZnica, there was found a small cemetery with eight graves®” and three inhumations of horses
with equipment, dated to the second half of the 5" and first half of the 4" cent. BC, testifying about
influences from both the lower Danube area and the northern parts of the Pannonian Plain.* The
nearby location at Trznica is also the origin of the bronze Certosa fibula of the XIIIc type,** while
Rajterovo Brdo in Orolik and Vinkovacki Banovci are known for chance finds of glass beads
decorated with a white and blue eye motif.*°
The remains of settlements found

by excavating the multilayer prehistory S o

settlements of Dirov brijeg in Vinkovci and ")

Damica gradina in Stari Mikanovci (Map) ',

also belong to the same time period. Ceram- e ) i/ "7

ic finds are particularly plentiful at Damica Ve S SRBIJA
gradina, with numerous identified shapes =

and recognized decorating techniques and
motifs that paint the ceramographic pic-
ture of the Late Hallstatt settlements in the
territory of eastern Slavonia and Syrmia."!
The closest parallels for the ceramic shapes
from these settlements have been docu-
mented in the youngest Early Iron Age
layer (especially layer X) at the eponymous
Gradina settlement on the Bosut river.*
Aside from these graves and settle-
ments, the areas in and around Vinkovci
have been examined in filed surveys many
times in recent years, revealing new and
previously unknown sites (Map) which

provide a clearer cultural and chronologi- Sava

cal picture of the development of the Syrm- Map — Late Hallstatt Cemeteries in the Eastern
ian group in the territory of eastern Slavo-  Slavonia and Western Syrmia and Late Hallstatt Sites
nia and western Syrmia. What particularly in the Vinkovci Region: 1 Osijek-Zeleno Polje;
stands out are the numerous finds that can 2 BeliS¢e-Zagajci; 3 Dalj; 4 Vucedol; 5 Bogdanovci;
be dated to an older phase of its develop- 6 Vinkovci-Silos; 7 Vinkovci-Nama; 8 Vinkovci-

to the first half of the 5" cent. BC. which is Mikanovci-Damica gradina; 12 Mirkovci-Malat;
the horizon of the graves in Vink(;VCi-SﬂOS 13 Novi Jankovci; 14 Srijemske Laze-Staro selo;
and Novi Jankovei. Stll, it should be noted 2 Oroti 16 Vinkovacid Banovel-Sums.
that the collected finds include those of the £ ’ & '

3 Potrebica, Dizdar 2002, 83, P1. 1/4, 9-10.

37 Along with rare weapon objects (a spear), a bronze scepter, glass beads and ceramic vessels, the finds that stand out
are various shapes of fibulae: bronze Certosa fibulae of the type XIII, bronze and iron fibulae of hinged construction
with a slightly bended foot, and a bronze fibula with a drum bow.

¥ Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 2000; 2003.

3 Potrebica, Dizdar 2002, 83, P1. 1/2.

40 Potrebica, Dizdar 2002, 83, P1. 1/5-7.
41 Potrebica, Dizdar 2002, 84-88, P1. 2-5.

2 Medovi¢, Medovi¢ 2011, 250-266, Figs. 238-239, 241, 243-253. Gradina on the Bosut River, within horizon X, in-
cluded a pin from a bronze fibula: (Medovi¢, Medovi¢ 2011, 262, Fig. 253/2); the foundations of house 69 included
an amphora glass bead: (Medovié¢, Medovi¢, 2011, 255, Fig. 241/1), dating the youngest horizon to the Curug phase
according to the classification of D. Bozi¢: 1981a.
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period from the second half of the 5" and the early 4™ cent. BC, corresponding to the age of the
cemetery researched at the Vinkovci-Nama site. However, the most important finds could be those
indicating that they belong to the less known initial phase of the development of the Syrmian
group and testifying about the direction and intensity of the contacts realized with neighboring
territories which could have a prominent role in the changes sweeping over the southeastern Car-
pathian Basin in the second half of the 7" and the early 6™ cent. BC, and leading to the creation
of the Syrmian group.

At the site of Vinkovci-Dren, located on a gentle elevation on the left bank of the Bosut
river some 6 km southwest of the center of Vinkovci (Map), the numerous finds from all periods
of prehistory and especially antiquity include objects belonging to female costume and jewellery
from the Late Hallstatt period (Fig. 1). The nearby site of Slatina, located some 800 m to the north
and separated from the site of Dren by the eponymous stream, yielded only a few surface finds
(Fig. 2), but there is a notable unfinished fibula that might indicate the location of the settlement.
Another site, Vinkovci-Blato, located some 2.5 km northwest of the town center, with the remains
of a Late Iron Age settlement,* included small number of Late Hallstatt fibulae (Fig. 3). Aside from
these sites in and around Vinkovci, the material legacy that can be attributed to the Syrmian group
has been found at a few other sites (Map) in the eastern part of the Vinkovci area (e.g. Mirkovci,
Srijemske Laze, Orolik, Vinkovacki Banovci), including a notable number and variety of finds at
a site discovered at Podgrade-Stani¢, already in western Syrmia. A gentle elevation some 2 km
southeast of the center of the village and some 1.5 km southwest from the multilayer prehistoric
settlement of Gradina on the Bosut River was the location of numerous objects from female cos-
tume and jewellery belonging to the characteristic legacy of the Syrmian group (Fig. 4).

Even though archaeological excavation has not been undertaken at any of these sites, ex-
cept for test excavations done at the site of Vinkovci-Blato, it can be assumed on the basis of
the collected finds that most of them originated from destroyed graves. This applies particularly
to the finds from the sites of Vinkovci-Dren and Podgrade-Stanié, as testified by the numerous
finds of astragal belts of different kinds and the large number and variety of the collected shapes
of bronze fibulae. Along with the belts and fibulae, the finds included a fewer number of frag-
ments of bronze bracelets and glass beads. Interestingly, the collected finds belong only to female
costume and jewellery, with no objects that would indicate contemporary male graves. A signifi-
cantly lower recognisability of objects that would belong to male inhumations is also indicated
by the results of excavations on the cemeteries of the Syrmian group, e.g. in Vuéedol, Stubarlija
or Vinkovci-Nama, which indicate that, aside from weapons, it is only rarely that objects of their
attire can be found, and they are often made of iron, which makes them less preserved and more
difficult to recognize, especially in the results of field reviews.

Finds of Late Hallstatt Fibulae

As it was pointed out, the most numerous finds are parts of astragal belts: variously shaped
segments and characteristic buckles with three loops. However, the greatest diversity of shapes
can be seen in the finds of bronze fibulae, which also belong to the female costume of the Syrm-
ian group, as directly testified by the finds from the preserved funerary complexes. Iron fibulae,
which are also included in female graves (e.g. Vinkovci-Nama), have not been found at the newly
discovered sites yet.

The most frequent shape is the bronze Certosa fibula of type V, which have been discov-
ered, as already noted, in the graves of Vinkovci-Silos, Novi Jankovci and nearby Vuc¢edol.* This
fibula is also the most frequent shape at the newly discovered sites. It has been found at the sites of
# Dizdar 2016.

* Vinkovci-Silos: Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 1973, 39, P1. XX/2; Novi Jankovci: Brun§mid 1902, 72; Vuéedol: Brundmid 1902,
68, Fig. 22.
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Vinkovci-Dren (Fig. 1/3) and Vinkovci-Blato (Fig. 3/1), while as many as five fragments of fibulae
of that shape have been found at the site of Podgrade-Stani¢ (Fig. 4/1-5). When it is preserved, this
fibula has a single-side spiral with two coils. The bow has a low transverse rib on its side towards
the spiral, while the other rib is at the end of the bow towards the trapezoid foot ending with a small
circular plate. The foot of certain fibulae from Podgrade are decorated with variously organized
motifs of concentric circles (e.g. in one or two bands along the edges), where the same motif is
sometimes seen on the plate at the end of the foot. The bow of a fibula from Podgrade (Fig. 4/5) is
also decorated with oblique and semi-circular lines and dots. Fibulae decorated with motifs of con-
centric circles on the foot have been recorded in a female grave from Vuéedol,* inhumation graves
1 and 4 at Stubarlija,*
where one of the fibulae
from Podgrade has an
analogy in a fibula from
grave 4 with concentric
circles organized in two
bands. Such a deco-
rated foot of Certosa
fibulae of type V, which
is not considered to be
a chronological mark,*’
has also been recorded
in a grave from Salas
Nocajski,® grave 2
from Beremend,” and
the grave at Szarazd-
Gyerenyaspuszta;*® in
Glasinac, a fibula with
such a decorated foot
has been found in grave
5 of tumulus I in
Vrazié¢i, from the Gla-
sinac Va phase, together

lae of type V, which
were described by R
Vasi¢ as fibulae with
a spiral with two coils
and dated by him to the
5™ cent. BC,% represent 0 ' 5

one of the most numer-
ous shapes at the sites Fig. 1 — Late Hallstatt finds from the site of Vinkovci-Dren.

-
with a fibula of the Ara- 3—} ﬂ
reva Gromila type.”' 7 (@l ﬁ
The Certosa fibu- >4 /N :
) T \rvf

4 Bruns$mid 1902, 68, Fig. 22.

4 Medovi¢, Hansel 2006, 492, P1. IX/15; Medovi¢ 2007, 10, Fig. 6/2; 15, Fig. 9/10.
47 Terzan 1976, 323.

4 Vasi¢ 1999a, 99-100, P1. 50/839.

4 Jerem 1973, 68, Fig. 6/6-7; 1974, 230, Fig. 1/6.

0 Kemenczei 2012, 339-340, Fig. 9/4.

5! Terzan 1976, 376-377, Fig. 46/1; Covié 1987b, 631, P1. LXIV/7.

52 Vasi¢ 1999a, 99-100, P1. 68A.
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of the Syrmian group which appear in female burials at the end of the 6™ and during the first half
of the 5™ cent. BC.* These fibulae are considered as evidence of renewed contacts between the
southeastern Alps to Glasinac and the Danube Basin.**

Aside from the Certosa fibulae of type V, some other shapes of bronze fibulae have been re-
corded, probably also as parts of female costume. A fibula found at the Podgrade-Stanic¢ site (Fig.
4/6) has three pointed protrusions at the center of the bow — one on the ridge and one on each side.
On the bow, there are sets of transverse grooves towards the missing spiral (which was probably
single-side) and a set of three transverse grooves towards the foot. On the upper side of the narrow
foot, there are thick sets of shallow and slanted parallel grooves and another three deeper grooves
going in the opposite direction, so that the foot looks like it is decorated with a net pattern. The
end of the foot has not been preserved, and its cross-section has not been fully identified.

A similar fibula with a single-side spiral was found in the female grave Srijemska Mitrovica
I, in which there was also an astragal belt with rectangular belt plates with three round loops and
a necklace of gold beads and saltaleones.® The grave has been dated to the late 6™ or the early
5% cent. BC.* This fibula was considered by R. Vasi¢ in the context of fibulae grouped according
to the shape of the single-side spiral, i.e. together with the Certosa fibulae of type V, and dated it
similarly.”” On the other hand, the fibula from grave I in Srijemska Mitrovica has been attributed
to the three-knobbed fibulae, i.e. to type VII, which is assumed to belong to the youngest shapes
of this widespread form, particular to the south Alpine area and extending all the way to Syrmia.
The fibulae of type VII have been dated to the older phase of the Certosa type fibulae,’® which
seems to be confirmed by the find in the mentioned grave from Srijemska Mitrovica.

A small bronze boat-shaped fibula found at the site of Vinkovci-Dren is decorated with
shallow lines on the preserved part of the foot and at the end of the bow towards the spiral, which
has been only partly preserved, but it was probably single-sided (Fig. 1/1). The closest parallel
can be found in a boat-shaped fibula from Srijemska Mitrovica, which is also decorated on the
part of the bow towards the spiral, and dated to the first half of the 6™ cent. BC.*” A smaller boat-
shaped fibula was found in grave 8 from the plot of I. Stipancevi¢ in Donja Dolina, together with a
Donja Dolina-type astragal belt and Borajna-type fibulae with a ribbed bow, and it has been dated
to the phase 2b.% From the area of Vinkovci, more precisely Orolik, we are aware of two bronze
fibulae with a boat-shaped bow, which have somewhat different typological features. One fibula is
decorated with carved lines on both ends of the bow, while the other belongs to the type of small
boat-shaped fibulae with a decorated transverse rib on the bow and a protrusion on either side.®!
Fibulae of this shape are not a frequent find at eastern Slavonian — Syrmian sites. The boat-shaped
fibula with a transverse rib, considered to be a characteristic shape for the territories of eastern
Alps and western Pannonia, is dated until the mid-7" cent. BC,* but probably with duration until
the beginning of the 6th cent. BC.

Regarding the mentioned shapes of fibulae, especially the most numerous Certosa fibulae
of types V and Xlllc that indicate contacts with the territory of southeastern Alps, the sites of
the Syrmian group in the area of Vinkovci have no known shapes of fibulae that would have
originated from the Central Balkans. At the Vinkovci-Dren site, however, a bronze fibula of the

3 Dizdar 2015, 53.

3 Vasi¢ 1977, 28; Gustin, Terzan 1976, 192, Map 2; Terzan 1976, 323-324, 344; 352-353, 375-377, Fig. 18; 1998, 521,
Fig. 7; Jerem 1981a, 111, Fig. 2, Fig. 4/1; 1981b, 207, P1. 4/3; Vasi¢ 1999a, 100; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 418; Blecic¢
Kavur, Jasarevi¢ 2016, 226-227, Fig. 2/2, Fig. 3.

3 Brun$mid 1902, 75-77, Fig. 36-37.

% Vinski, Vinski-Gasparini 1962, 278; Gustin, Terzan 1976, 195, Fig. 3/1; Terzan 1987, 19.

37 Vasi¢ 1999a, 99-100, P1. 50/841.

38 Terzan 1976, 344-345; Ogrin 1998, 113, 125, 129, Fig. 15; Tecco-Hvala 2012, 222.

% Vasi¢ 1999a, 87-88, Pl. 44/662.

% Covi¢ 1987a, 246, Pl. XXVI/3.

ol Potrebica, Dizdar 2002, 81, P1. 1/1, 3.

2 Terzan 1990, 99-102, Map 14; 1998, 521; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 109-110, 419, 421-422, 425.
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Arareva Gromila type has been found (Fig. 1/2). The remaining parts of the fibula is the end of the
bow with shallow transverse grooves and a wide trapezoid foot ending with a round thickening.
One side of the foot, along both ends, is decorated with engraved parallel lines and zigzag lines.
Other fibulae of the Arareva Gromila type®® in Syrmia have been found in Novi Banovci,
where one fibula has a bow decorated with transverse grooves.** A chance find at the site of
Seéerana in Srijemska Mitrovica was a fragment of a fibula with a preserved trapezoid foot and a
knob on the end, dated to the first half of the 5" cent. BC.% From BanoStor originate both variants:
one is a heavily ribbed bow with two knobs at the end of a smaller trapezoid foot ending with verti-
cal incisions; the preserved fragment of the other fibula is a bow decorated with transverse lines.%
The fibulae of the Arareva Gromila type were also found in an inhumation grave from the site
of Jela in Sabac, together with bronze hollow bracelets, silver earrings and necklaces composed
of glass and amber beads. Two fibulae were found in the grave: one has a bow decorated with
shallow grooves and a foot decorated like the
fibula from Dren, except that the triangles are
hatched. The foot of the other fibula has vertical
lines only on both ends.®” Four fibulae of this
type have been found in the inhumation grave
in Dvorovi near Bijeljina: they have a ribbed
bow and decorated foot with two groups of ver-
tical lines, but the knob on their ends is more
conical.® A grave in Gracanica yielded as many
as five fibulae with a trapezoid foot, which is

decorated somewhat differently.® The possible ° °
direction from which fibulae of this type arrived Fig. 2 — Late Hallstatt finds from the
to the area of Vinkovci might be indicated by site of Vinkovci-Slatine.

the finds from the Lower Drina valley, such as

cremation grave 2 in tumulus II at the site of Trnovica-Kr¢evine, where another five fibulae with
a ribbed bow were found. Some fibulae on a larger trapezoid foot are decorated similarly, with
engraved vertical parallel lines.” Fibulae of the Arareva Gromila type were found in the cemetery
Donja Dolina: grave 35 from the plot of M. Petrovi¢ Younger contained two fibulae with a heavily
ribbed bow, together with serpentine and plate fibulae. The fibula from grave 29 from the plot of
N. Soki¢ I, with a lightly ribbed bow and a decorated foot, was found together with a serpentine
fibula. These fibulae in Donja Dolina were dated to the mid-6™ cent. BC by B. Terzan or to the
phase 2c¢ at the end of the 6™ cent. BC by B. Covi¢.”" On the cemetery also was found a fibula
with a large trapezoid foot and a bow decorated with transverse grooves, which is considered to
be a younger shape.” Fibulae with a decorated large trapezoid foot were also found in grave 2 in
tumulus IX in Potpeéine, dated to the Glasinac Va phase.”

6 R. Vasi¢ singled out the fibulae of the Arareva Gromila type as bow fibulae with a ribbed bow and a foot which is
trapezoid or rarely triangular, ending with a knob, with the foot often decorated with engraved lines: Vasi¢ 1999a,
95-96. As a separate group, he singled out similar fibulae with a smooth bow, which frequently has a rhombic cross-
section and is often decorated with transverse lines. The fibulae have a triangular or large trapezoid foot ending with
a knob: Vasi¢ 1999a, 96-98.

64 Vinski, Vinski-Gasprini 1962, 273, 281, PI. IX/100-101; Vasi¢ 1977, 26, P1. 50/6-7; 1999a, 97, P1. 49/804-806.

65 Vasi¢ 1982-1983, 77, Fig. 4; 1999a, 97, P1. 49/819.

6 Vasi¢ 1989, 104, Fig. 1; 1999a, 95, 97, P1. 48/774, P1. 49/801.

§7 Vasiljevié 1977, 167-169, Fig. 2/1-2; Vasi¢ 1977, 26, P1. 52/1-6; 1987b, 556-557; 1999a, 95, Pl. 48/792-793.

68 Mari¢ 1960, 54-55, P1. V/1-3.

% Gavranovi¢ 2011, 274, Fig. 267/5.

70 Kosori¢ 1983, 31, 34, Fig. 1-2, Fig. 26-27; Kosori¢, Krsti¢ 1988, 30, P1. 1/1-4.

7! Truhelka 1904, 97, P1. XLVIII/11-12, 116, Pl. LXV/14; Mari¢ 1964, 40, P1. XIII/12; Terzan 1974, 45, Fig. 7; Covié
1961, Y27/1-2; 1987a, 252, P1. XXVIII/1; Gavranovié 2011, 202, 272, Fig. 192/1, Fig. 267/2, 4.

2 Truhelka 1904, 144, Fig. 84-85; Mari¢ 1964, 40, P1. XIII/11; Gavranovi¢ 2011, 202, Fig. 192/3.

73 Benac, Covi¢ 1957, 21, PL. XXXXIII/8-9; Covi¢ 1987b, 619, 630, P1. LXIV/11.
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Considering the finds in the eponymous princely grave, fibulae of this type were originally
dated to the Glasinac Va phase,” and subsequently dated to the ITVc-2 phase, i.e. to the second
half of the 6™ cent. BC, where the characteristic of younger fibulae from the 5" cent. BC (the Va
phase) is a larger trapezoid foot and a more lightly ribbed bow than in the older forms.” R. Vasi¢
also dates these fibulae to the phase III or to the second half of the 6™ and the beginning of the 5
cent. BC,”® while B. Terzan concludes that the fibulae of the Arareva Gromila type appear from
the mid-6" cent. BC and during the first half of the 5" cent. BC.” Considering the typological
characteristics of the fibula from Dren, it probably belongs to the group of younger forms, with
R. Vasi¢ singling out the concentration of fibulae with a
smooth bow or with transverse incisions at the sites in )
Syrmia and pointing out that they could have appeared (1"
in local workshops in eastern Syrmia under the influence
of Glasinac, enduring until the mid-5% cent. BC.”®

It was not the only form of fibula originating in
the territory of Central Balkans, as testified by the finds
of gold, silver and bronze fibulae with rectangular catch-
plate of the Novi Pazar type, dated to the end of the 6"
and the 5™ cent. BC,” respectively they appeared in
phases IVc-2 and Va in Glasinac.’’ As for Syrmia, they
have been found in Sotin, Kupinovo, Kuzmin, Srijem-
ska Mitrovica, Novi Banovci and Zemun, and dated to
the 5™ cent. BC.*! They were also found in grave 2 at
Beremend.*

Aside from the mentioned fibulae, there are other 2
forms with southern origin that are known from Syrmian
and eastern Slavonian sites — e.g. beads made of pre- 0 5
cious metals, although it has been hypothesized that the Fig. 3 — Late Hallstatt finds from
younger forms were produced in local south-Pannonian the site of Vinkovci-Blato.

workshops.®* The same conclusion could apply to silver

and bronze hinged fibulae of different types,* as well as

gold and silver boat-shaped earrings (Erdut, Srijemska Mitrovica and Putinci) decorated using
filigree and granulation.® The typological diversity of such items and their greater number after
the middle of the 1% millennium BC indicate that they were produced in local south-Pannonian
workshops, probably located somewhere in Syrmia.’

7 Benac, Covié 1957, 49.

75 Covié 1987b, 618-619, 630, Fig. 36/18, P1. LXIV/11.

" Vasi¢ 1972, 125-126, Fig. 2; 1977, 26; 1979, 263; 1982-1983, 77; 1987b, 557; 1989, 105-106; 1997, 50, Fig. 2;
1999a, 96-98, Pl. 64b.

" Terzan 1987, 19, 24, Fig. 14.

78 Vasi¢ 1999a, 98.

" Vasi¢ 1972, 125; 1975, 85-86; 1987b, 556; 1987c¢, 41, 47; 1988, 170-172, 174, Fig. 2; 1990, 21; 1995b, 361-362;
1997, 51, Fig. 2; 1999a, 77-81, P1. 67A; 1999b, 34; Gavranovi¢ 2011, 198, Fig. 185/2.

80 Covié 1987b, 624-625, 630, P1. LXIV/4, 9.

81 Brun$mid 1902, 71, Fig. 31; GaraSanin 1954, 76, Pl. XLIX/17; Vinski 1960, 60, Fig. 3-4; Vinski, Vinski-Gasparini
1962, 271-273, 281-282, P1. VIII/94, Pl. 1X/104, 106; Gustin, Terzan 1976, 192-193, Map 2; Vasi¢ 1977, 26, Pl.
54/1;1987¢c, 46-47, P1. 3/3; 1988, 170-172, 174, Fig. 2/4; 1999a, 78-79, P1. 41/591-592, 594-595, P1. 42/615, 626, P1.
59D/1-2; 2001, 23-24, Fig. 3; 2014, 208, PI. 3/4.

82 Jerem 1973, 68, 74-77, Fig. 6/3-4, Fig. 9; 1974, 230, Fig. 1/1-2; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 417-418, Fig. 187/3-4.

8 Jerem 1973, 81; 1974, 236; Vasi¢ 1995a; 2001; 2005; Potrebica, Dizdar 2014.

8 Vasi¢ 1985; 1988, 172; 1991, 140; 1995a, 85-86; 1999a, 102-117, PL. 68B, P1. 69; 2001, 26.

8 Vinski 1960, 60, Fig. 6; Vinski, Vinski-Gasparini 1962, 282-283; Vasi¢ 1991; 2001, 26.

% Vasi¢ 1995a, 88; 2001, 25; 2005, 72; 2006, 120-121.
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The next horizon of the Syrmian group, after the one represented by Certosa fibulae of type
V, along with the other forms of fibulae we mentioned, is represented by bronze Certosa fibulae
of type XIII, especially of variant ¢, which have been found at the sites of Vinkovci-Blato (Fig.
3/2) and Vinkovci-Dren, where two fibulae of this type are known (Fig. 1/4-5). There are already
known fibulae of type XIII from female grave 1 of the Vinkovci-Nama cemetery and the nearby
Trznica site,*” where a segment of an astragal belt was found, which might indicate the existence
of graves in that part of the site too. The end of the bow of the fibulae has a hole for a hinge device,
which has been preserved in a fibula from Dren too. There is a rectangular chord on the interior
side of the bow, and a bronze wire pulled through the spiral. At the ends of the bow, towards the
spiral and the foot, there are several transverse low ribs separated by grooves. At the end of the
foot, there is a thorn with a spherical knob.

Bronze Certosa hinged fibulae of type XIII, together with eastern Alpine zoomorphic fibu-
lae, are also considered as direct evidence of the contacts between the southeastern Alpine and
Pannonian areas.® Certosa fibulae of type XIIIc, based on finds from cemeteries of Dolenjska
group, including finds from cemeteries Szentl6rine,** Donja Dolina® and Sanski Most,’! can be
dated to the later phase of the Certosa horizon,’” so their occurrence is likely to be placed during
the second half of the 5" cent. BC.”

The youngest Certosa fibulae belong to type XIIIh, possibly such as the one found at the
site of Vinkovci-Slatine (Fig. 2/1). The fibula has a bow with a roof-shaped cross-section, and
there is a protrusion with a spherical knob at the end of the foot. At the end of the bow, the fibula
has a round plate for the hinge, which is not perforated, which might mean it is unfinished and
originating from the settlement. Certosa fibulae of the type XIIIh are known from grave 51 from
the cemetery Osijek-Zeleno polje** and from a grave in Belis¢e.”® They are most numerous in
graves in Donja Dolina, Sanski Most and Szentlérinc, and they are dated to the late 5™ and the
early 4™ cent. BC,% with the possible duration at the beginning of the Curug phase.”’

Finds of Late Hallstatt Astragal Belts

The most recognizable part of the female costume of the Syrmian group is the typical
bronze astragal belt of the Nikinci type, as it was defined by D. Gara$anin,” which is composed of
equally shaped moulded segments in large numbers, even more than a hundred. The belt includes
two rectangular belt plates with three round loops. This is evidenced by belts without preserved
buckles from graves at Vinkovci-Silos and Novi Jankovci,” or by the completely preserved belt
from a grave at the nearby site of Vucedol.!” Individual belt segments have been found at several

87 Vinkovci-Nama: Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 2003, 488, Fig. 3/2, 4-5; Vinkovci-Trznica: Potrebica, Dizdar 2002, 83, P1. 1/2.

8 Terzan 1976, 338, 377-382, 391, Fig. 30; 1998, 521.

% Jerem 1968, 184-185, Fig. 23,29/5, Fig. 25,42/3.

% Truhelka 1904, 103, P1. LIII/13.

I Fiala 1899, 70, Fig. 25; 100, Fig. 43.

%2 Terzan 1976, 361, 377-382, 392, Fig. 28.

% Dizdar 2015, 54.

4 Spaji¢ 1962, P1. XXV1/45-46.

% Dizdar 2015, 45-49, Fig. 3.

% Terzan 1976, Fig. 30, 380; Dizdar 2015, 49, Map.

7 Bozi¢ 1981a, 315-316.

%8 GaraSanin 1954, 78, P1. L/2; 1967a, 36.

% Vinkovci-Silos: Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 1973, 39, P1. XX/1; Novi Jankovci: Brunsmid 1902, 72.

10 Brungmid 1902, 68-69, Fig. 24. The closest parallels for Late Hallstatt graves in and around Vinkovci have been
noticed in finds from Vuéedol graves: Brundmid 1902, 68-71, Fig. 22-29. Warrior weaponry includes four spears
and falcatas showing Balkan influences (Terzan 1977, 14, Fig. 4/8-12); the female grave is indicated not only by the
astragal belt and Certosa fibulae of type V, but also by a necklace made of numerous glass beads.
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other sites in and around Vinkovci,'’! and J. Brunsmid mentions a decorated buckle of an astragal
belt with three loops and a segment.!® The large number of finds of segments probably testifies
about the existence of a large number of graves of the Syrmian group in Vinkovci. Aside from the
mentioned finds, numerous segments of the same shape have originated from newly discovered
sites, with fragments of two buckles originating from the site at Podgrade-Stani¢. The better pre-
served rectangular buckle has three loops, one of which is completely preserved, and is decorated
with a set of shallow grooves along the longer edge towards the segments, just like the loop itself,
while the bottom has four eyelets. Only one loop has been preserved from the other buckle (Fig.
4/7-8). In general, the rectangular part of the buckle can be decorated with variously organized
incisions and motifs of concentric circles, as shown by examples from a grave at Vuc¢edol,'” from
Donji $or cemetery in Sabac'™ and from Uzvece in Mac¢va.'”® Interestingly, the decorations on the
edge and loops of the buckle from Podgrade have parallels in the buckle from Vinkovci, men-
tioned by J. Brunsmid,'* and belt buckles from grave I in Srijemska Mitrovica,'’” a buckle bought
in Novi Sad,'® and a buckle from grave 1 in Beremend.!?”

The greatest number of segments was found at the sites of Podgrade-Stani¢ (Fig. 4/9) and
Vinkovci-Dren (Fig. 1/6-7), while a smaller number was collected at the site of Vinkovci-Slatine
(Fig. 2/2). The segments are characterized by astragal elements of 4 rounded thickenings sepa-
rated by rectangular plates decorated with horizontal grooves. The intermediate rectangular ribs
are clearly separated from the round elements and rather elongated, sometimes even wider than
the rounded thickenings. The characteristic feature of these segments, as well as others known
from graves, is that the eyelets are located in rounded elements, and there is a narrow flattened rib
on the bottom of the segments.

At the end of the 19" and the beginning of the 20™ century, a significant number of Late
Hallstatt astragal belts were found in Syrmia, and they are recognized as characteristic finds in
this area.!'® The mentioned grave assemblages, together with the finds from the newly discov-
ered burials as Vinkovci-Silos, confirmed that it was a characteristic part of the female costume,
although the first description of astragal belts from the beginning of the 20" century, made by JI.
Bruns$mid, interpreted them as a part of male military dress according to the finds from destroyed
graves from Vucedol.!! Astragal belts were often associated with different variants of the Certosa
type fibulae — the most numerous are those of type V''? — which enables the dating of these Late
Hallstatt belts to the late 6™ and the first half of the 5" cent. BC.!® The manner of wearing them
is evidenced by the findings in the grave 1 from Beremend'* and especially in the grave from
Maozs,'" which also indicate that astragal belts were a part of the costume of adult females.

101 Potrebica, Dizdar 2002, 83, P1. 1/4, 9-10.

12 Brun$mid 1902, 72.

13 Brunsmid 1902, 68-69, Fig. 24.

1% Vasiljevi¢ 1977, 171, Fig. 4/4.

195 Vasi¢ 1989, 110, Fig. 2/1.

196 Brun§mid 1902, 72.

197 Gustin, Terzan 1976, 195, Fig. 3/3.

198 Vasi¢ 1989, 110, Fig. 2/2; Arsenijevi¢ 1998, 16, Fig. 22; Jovanovi¢ 1998, 54, P1. V/5.

199 Jerem 1973, 68, Fig. 5/8; 1974, 230, Fig. 2/1-3.

10T e. Nikinci, Adasevci, Srijemska Mitrovica grave I etc.: Hoernes 1901, 282-283; Brun$mid 1902, 71-75; Vinski,
Vinski-Gasparini 1962, 279; Gustin, Terzan 1976, 193; Vasi¢ 1987b; 1989.

1 Brun$mid 1902, 71-7.:3. Interestingly, B. Covi¢ also relates astragal belts to the warrior costume, considering the find
in Arareva Gromila: Covi¢ 1987b, 622.

112 Jovanovi¢ 1998, 68, Tab.

113 Dizdar 2015, 53.

114 Jerem 1973, 66, Fig. 3.

115 Gaal 2001, 27-28, PI. X. Aside from the mentioned female burials in the southeastern Transdanubia — with Certosa
fibulae of type Ib and XIII in Beremend and with fibulae of type Ib in M6zs (Kemenczei 2012, 339, 343 wrongly as

type V) —a Late Hallstatt astragal belt is also documented in the inhumation grave found at Szarazd-Gerenyaspuszta,
together with Certosa fibulae of types V and XIII and glass beads (Kemenczei 2012, 339, Fig. 9/1-6).
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The first analysis of astragal belts after Brunsmid’s description was made at the end of the
1960s, when J. Todorovi¢ outlined the characteristics and dating of examples from the territory
of former Yugoslavia,''® while E. Jerem described finds from the territory of Western Hungary.'"”
Until the present day, numerous examples have been published, establishing astragal belts as a
part of the female costume in the southeastern Carpathian Basin during the second millennium
BC.!"8 The last mentioned analyses demonstrate two peaks of production which can be observed:
a Late Hallstatt one in the period between the 6% and the 4" cent. BC,"” which is well known
on the basis of characteristic grave finds, and another during the Late La Téne, which has been
discussed in detail by D. Bozi¢.'"”* However, examples from the intermediate, Early and Middle
La Teéne phases, are somewhat less known or recognized, although the continuity of the form is
quite certain.'?!

Along with astragal belts of the Nikinci type, some other shapes of segments have been
identified at the sites of Podgrade-Stani¢ and Vinkovci-Dren, pointing to the existence of other
types of bronze astragal belts at the sites of the Syrmian group. It should be pointed out that those
are not finds from funerary contexts, so the possibility remains that such segments might have
been parts of belts with the prevailing shape of segments of Nikinci type belts, although a dif-
ferent position of eyelets would probably be a problem for the sequence of segments on the belt.
The most numerous shapes of segments which we have described has the closest parallel in the
fragments of two segments from the site of Podgrade-Stani¢, which are also made of oval thicken-
ings separated by narrow horizontal ribs with grooves. The difference is in the position of eyelets,
which are right under the oval thickenings, i.e. they are filled, while there is a narrow rib between
the eyelets (Fig. 4/10). It seems there used to be an eyelet under each thickening. Since only frag-
ments have been preserved, the number of thickenings in segments is unknown. A direct parallel
for those fragments, considering the position of the eyelets, was noted in a segment from grave
1 of tumulus II from Taline, which contains two-looped fibulae with the foot in the shape of the
Boeotian shield and spectacle fibulae.'?? These shapes of segments from Podgrade might point to
a technological inter-phase in the development of astragal belts, since the eyelets are easily dam-
aged on the bottom, which would make the segments lose their basic function, and that is why the
eyelets on younger forms are set in the round thickenings themselves.

116 Todorovi¢ 1964.

7 Jerem 1973, 77-79, Fig. 9-10; 1974, 232-234, Fig. 4, Kemenczei 2012, 343-344.

118 For a more recent overview, see Bozi¢ 1981b; Jovanovi¢ 1993; 1998; Arsenijevi¢ 1998; Kemenczei 2012. Interest-
ingly, S. Arsenijevi¢ (1998, 12) dates the astragal belts from the sites in eastern Slavonia to the late phase of the Dalj
group, which depended, of course, on the prior dating of the end of the Dalj group to the beginning of the Late Iron
Age.

11 Dizdar, Tonc forthcoming.

120 Bozi¢ 1981b.

121 Dizdar, Tonc forthcoming. D. Bozi¢ (1981b) analyzed the La Téne astragal belts and differentiated three types: an
older variant or type Osijek, and two contemporary, LT D forms, named types Belgrade and Dunaszekcsé with the
characteristic bell-shaped belt buckle. The Osijek type has 4 or 3 thickenings and horizontal incisions on the inter-
mediate ribs, similarly to the older, Late Hallstatt belts. The finds from graves found at Zeleno polje in Osijek can
be placed in this transitional period between the Late Hallstatt and the Late La Téne periods, where the shift from
the three-looped buckle to the bell-shaped buckle can be observed. The earlier examples — from graves 9 and 22
— are more similar to the Late Hallstatt forms, considering the plate with three loops and 4 astragal-shaped thicken-
ings with horizontal grooves on the intermediate ribs: Spaji¢ 1954, 13, PL. IV/26; 1956, 50, Pl. X/1, 6-7, P1. XI/1-2.
The later pieces, such as those from graves 4 and 26, have three round thickenings separated by narrow ribs with
horizontal incisions, and bell-shaped buckles in place of the three loops: Spaji¢ 1954, 10, PL. 11/11; 1962, 37-38, Pl.
XIII. Finally, it can be concluded that the Osijek finds show Early and Middle La Téne phases in the development
of astragal belts, with changes in the belt buckle being the most notable. Aside from the mentioned examples from
the cemetery in Osijek, astragal belts which can be dated to the 4™ cent. BC (Curug phase), in relation to other finds,
are known from graves at the cemetery in Donja Dolina: Truhelka 1904, 101, P1. L/27, 112, P1. LX/11-12. Some
buckles and segments are also known from that cemetery, but without preserved burial contexts: Mari¢ 1964, 40-41,
Pl. X1V/23-25, 28-29.

122 Lucentini 1981, 80, P1. XVII/17.
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The three fragments of segments from the site of Podgrade-Stani¢ also consist of round
thickenings, with the notable difference that the thickenings are separated by thin horizontal ribs
with three smaller wart-like protrusions (Fig. 4/11). On the bottom, there is an eyelet with a partly
asymmetrical orientation towards the round thickening, while the rest is flattened. Furthermore,
since only fragments have been preserved, it is unknown how many thickenings there were in the
segments (probably four) and how many eyelets there were on the bottom, although it seems there
were probably only two.

2

-
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i,
ey

Fig. 4 — Late Hallstatt finds from the site of Podgrade-Stanic.

Those segments can be compared to the belt from grave 1 of the princely tumulus Arareva
Gromila, where the numerous finds of warrior equipment include a belt of 86 segments'?* and two
rectangular buckles. The buckles have five eyelets on a longer side, with hanging triangular pen-
dants with loops. The segments consist of four oval thickenings with eyelets inside. It seems there
is a small wart-like protrusion in the middle of the thin intermediate ribs.'** D. Garasanin'?® links
this belt with the finds of astragal belts at the cemeteries of the Syrmian group and groups them
into the same type. As for Glasinac, R. Vasi¢!?® mentions belts of the same type from the tumulus
XII/1 at Mlad, tumulus X at Crvena Lokva, tumulus XV/1893 at Ilijak and tumuli LXXI1/1894

123 Truhelka 1893, 80, Fig. 49-51 mentioned 88 segments.

124 Benac, Covié 1957, 20, Pl. XXXX/4; Vasi¢ 1973, 81; Lucentini 1981, 81, Fig. 3/35, P1. I/1; Covi¢ 1987b, 622, Fig.
36/21; Arsenijevi¢ 1998, 10, Fig. 1; Jovanovi¢ 1998, 43, 62, PL. IV/3.

125 Gara$anin 1967a, 36; 1967b, 47.
126 Vasi¢ 2003, 29.
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and /1896 at Rusanovié¢i.'?” He dates the graves with astragal belts at Glasinac to the third quarter
of the 6™ cent. BC,!?® or the second half of the 6™ cent. BC (Glasinac IV¢-2 phase, earlier Va),'®
and even to the beginning of the second half of the 6" cent. BC,'3’ while N. Lucentini dates them
to phase III, i.e. to the 6™ cent. BC."! For these fragments from Podgrade, another comparison
can be made with the fragment of a segment from the settlement Pod near Bugojno, with two
preserved thickenings and three small wart-like protrusions on the ribs. The fragment was dated
to the phase 4 of the Central Bosnian group.'*? Vitezevo contained the fragment of a segment with
two round thickenings and an intermediate rib with two preserved small wart-like protrusions,
where the eyelet is located in the round thickening. '

These belts and segments can be included in a special type of astragal belts — the Glasinac
type — characterized by small wart-like protrusions on intermediate ribs, while eyelets are usu-
ally located in round thickenings, except for segments from Podgrade, where eyelets are on the
bottom, like in the segments of Banostor-type belts, which may indicate that they were produced
locally. The Glasinac type of astragal belts, based on finds in funerary contexts, has been dated as
starting in the mid-6" cent. BC. This type is somewhat similar to the astragal belt from inhuma-
tion grave 1 in tumulus VII from Kriva Reka (ViSovina site). The segments consist of three large
round thickenings with exceptionally narrow and long rectangular intermediate ribs. The belt was
buckled with a calotte buckle with wart-like protrusions along the edge; between the buckle and
the segments, there is a narrow rectangular plate with wart-like protrusions set along both long
sides. The grave has been dated to the 6™ cent. BC, i.e. to the horizon III of the Early Iron Age.'**
The described calotte buckles have been dated to the Glasinac IVc-2 phase (with fibulae of the
types Borajna, Rusanovici, Potpecine, and earlier variants of Arareva Gromila),'** and to phase 2b
of Donja Dolina'* i.e. the second half of the 6" cent. BC.'¥’

A separate variant of astragal belts of the Glasinac type is the belt from inhumation grave
2 in the princely tumulus from the site of Trnjaci at Pilatovi¢i. The grave was built in stone
and is younger than the central cremation grave. It contained a buried 30-year-old woman with
bronze and ceramic vessels, ten fibulae of different types (the most numerous ones have two
loops and a perforated square foot; fibulae with a rectangular foot and a thickened bow; fibulae
with a rectangular foot and a conical bow; fibulae of the Potpecine type), amber and stone beads,
bronze bracelets, and gold objects. The belt, found around the woman’s waist, has more than 50
segments, a rectangular buckle with three loops, and a calotte buckle with protrusions along the
edge. The segments consist of three round thickenings separated by ribs with three small round
protrusions, and the bottom of the last central thickening has another rib with protrusions. The
eyelets are located within the thickening.'*® In accordance with the finds of fibulae, the grave was
dated to the middle or the beginning of the second half of the 6" cent. BC, although the bronze
vessels were associated with older forms from the early 6™ cent. BC.!** Considering the fibulae,

127 Arsenijevi¢ 1998, 10-12; Jovanovic¢ 1998, 43.

128 Vasi¢ 2003, 39; 2007, 558; 2010, 110.

129 Vasié¢ 1982b, 10; 1989, 106; 2001, 23; Covi¢ 1987b, 582, 613-614.

130 Vasi¢ 2003, 23; 2010, 115.

B! Lucentini 1981, 110.

132 Covi¢ 1987c, 499, Fig. 28/15; Arsenijevi¢ 1998, 11, Fig. 5; Jovanovi¢ 1998, 42, P1. I1I/8; Gavranovi¢ 2011, 238,
Fig. 244/1.

133 Jovanovi¢ 1998, 58, P1. VIII/S.

134 Todorovi¢ 1964, 46, P1. 1/8; GaraSanin 1967b, 47, Fig. 16; Vasi¢ 1977, 23, P1. 29/2; Zotovi¢ 1985, 73, Pl. XIX/4;
Arsenijevi¢ 1998, 10, Fig. 3; Jovanovi¢ 1998, 43-44, 63, P1. IV/2.

135 Covié 1987b, 621-622, PL. LXII/29; Vasi¢ 1999a, 89-98, PL. 64B; Gavranovié 2011, 224, Fig. 226, Map 65.

136 Covi¢ 1987a, 246, PL. XXVI/8.

137 Vasi¢ 1982b, 10, note 14; 1997, 50-51.

138 Zotovi¢ 1985, 89-92, P1. XXXII/5-13; Arsenijevi¢ 1998, 10, Fig. 2; Jovanovi¢ 1988, 44, 63, P1. IV/1; Jevti¢ 2016.

139 Vasi¢ 1987c¢, 50; 1989, 106; 1997, 52-53; 1999a, 67, 69, 84, 94; 2001, 23; 2007, 559-560; 2010, 111.
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especially those with a rectangular perforated foot that continue after the ones with a foot in the
shape of a Boeotian shield (group 8), maybe the bronze vessels actually date the grave correctly
to the first half of the 6™ cent. BC already.

The belt from Pilatovi¢i, with round side protrusions on the segments, is close to the as-
tragal belts singled out as the Donja Dolina type, represented by the finds from grave 8 from the
plot of I. Stipancevi¢. There are nine preserved segments with three round thickenings separated
by ribs with a small round protrusion on each side. The rectangular buckle found in the grave
has a three-leaf protrusion in the corners and in the middle of one side. The grave also contained
Borajna-type fibulae, probably Rusanovici-type fibulae, a fibula with a ribbed bow and a long
foot, and a small boat-shaped fibula.'* The grave was dated to phase Ilc by Z. Mari¢ — the 5" cent.
BC,'*! then to phase 2b,'* i.e. the second half of the 6™ cent. BC.'** On the other hand, B. Terzan
included the grave in the 3™ horizon of Donja Dolina (Ha D1), which belongs to the end of the 7®
and the first half of the 6™ cent. BC,'* similarly to the proposed dating of grave 2 from Pilatoviéi.

Aside from Donja Dolina, one segment with this shape was found in tumulus II at the site
of Rudno Brdo near the village of Gotovusa near Pljevlja, and there is a mention of a fragment
of another segment.'* The segment, together with other characteristic finds, was dated to the 3™
phase of inhumation in the tumulus,'*® which is chronologically determined by the fibula of the
Potpecine type, associated with the Glasinac [Vc-2 phase. We should also mention a segment of
this shape from a site in Albania, which was associated with the 3™ phase of the local chronology,
i.e. the 6" cent. BC.'"*" As a further conceptual comparison for the segments of astragal belts of the
Donja Dolina type, we should mention bronze segments (belt applications) having a round thick-
ening in the center with the eyelet below it, and with three small connected round thickenings at
the ends. Fifteen such segments have been found in princely grave 1 of tumulus II at Osovo from
the Glasinac [Vc-1 phase. The mentioned segments are considered to be the forerunners of the
astragal belts that already appear in the next phase, the IVc-2 phase.!*8

Along with the segments of astragal belts of Nikinci and Glasinac types, the site of Podgrade-
Stani¢ and in small numbers the site of Vinkovci-Dren contained fragments of completely differ-
ent narrow segments, but none of them whole, unfortunately. Longer preserved segments have
up to three narrow round thickenings separated by rows of transverse ribs with grooves between
them (Fig. 1/8; Fig. 4/13). Each end of the segments probably had one thickening, while another
two or three were symmetrically set between them. On the bottom, usually under the segment
decorated with ribs, there is the eyelet, while the rest is flattened. Considering the assumed length
of the segments and the existence of four or five round thickenings, there were two eyelets on the
bottom, each located closer to the end of the segment. Segment length could have been around
7.0-7.5 cm. The site of Podgrade-Stani¢ also included a fragment of a narrow segment, which is
partly in accordance with the mentioned ones. The fragment contains two preserved narrow and
round thickenings, where one was probably at the end, separated by three wider transverse ribs
(Fig. 4/12). On the other side of a thickening, which was probably in the middle of the segment,
another three ribs can be noticed, with the central one having a small protrusion on both lateral
sides. Also, a small wart-like protrusion can be seen in the central part of this rib. There is an
eyelet under the central thickening, while the rest of the segment is flattened. The other eyelet

10 Truhelka 1904, 129, P1. LXXV/7, 13; Terzan 1974, 42-43, Fig. 7, Covié 1987a, 248, Pl. XXV1/6, 14; Arsenijevic
1998, 11, Fig. 6; Jovanovi¢ 1998, 42, P1. 11/9; Gavranovi¢ 2011, 238, Fig. 244/2; Fig. 264/5.

141 Mari¢ 1964, 40, P1. XIV/22.

142 Covié 1987a, 248.

143 Vasi¢ 1989, 106.

144 Terzan 1974, 42-44, Fig. 7.

145 Covié 1967, 36-37, Pl. I11/25; Arsenijevié 1998, 10, Fig. 4; Jovanovi¢ 1998, 44, P1. T11/10.

146 Covic 1967, 38.

47 Prendi 1975, 123, PL. VI/15.

148 Benac, Covié, 1957, 15, P1. XXVII/8-9; Lucentini 1981, 80, Fig. 3/34, P1. XI/10; Covié 1987b, 611, Fig. 35/33.
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was probably under the other central thickening, which means that the segment could have been
around 6.0-7.0 cm long, so that the rib with three protrusions could have been in the center of the
segment.

The described segments from Podgrade and from Dren show the greatest similarity with
the segments from Banostor, both by the shapes and number of thickenings and ribs on the top
of the segments and by the position of eyelets on the bottom, so they are singled out as Banostor-
type belts.

A destroyed grave (or graves) at Banostor in FruSka Gora probably contained the narrow
segments of two different variants of this type of segments. The characteristics of both segment
variants are two eyelets on the bottom, placed nearer to the ends of the segments. The first vari-
ant consists of segments made of five small round thickenings separated by three (sometimes two
on the ends) narrow biconical ribs, while the segments of the second variant consist of six small
round thickenings separated by one biconical rib. Therefore, there is a bigger distance between
the round thickenings of the variant with five thickenings, while those with six thickenings have
a smaller distance, with the segments of the second variant being narrower. Considering the pre-
served number of segments, as well as the similarities, it was supposed that differently shaped
segments could have been parts of the same belt.'** R. Vasi¢ assumes it was a transitional form
of the belt between Glasinac and Syrmian forms, regarding the shape and position of the eyelets
on the bottom."® The find was associated with the oldest recognized phase of the Syrmian group
at the time,"®! and considering the finds of the fibulae of the Rusanovi¢i, Potpecine and Arareva
Gromila types, and multihead pins, the entire assemblage of the finds was dated to the second
half of the 6™ cent. BC,'?> which means the Glasinac IVc-2 phase.'* Considering the later dating
of the mentioned fibulae according to B. Terzan,'>* the entire assemblage can perhaps be dated
around the middle or the start of the second half of the 6™ cent. BC at the latest, especially if it
was a burial context.

Banostor-type belts can also be assumed for the fragment of a segment in ViteZevo, which
has two preserved thickenings separated by ribs, and an eyelet on the bottom.!'> A segment found
at Zemun had five round thickenings separated by narrow biconical ribs.'*® A parallel to a degree
can be the narrow segment/appliqué from a destroyed tomb from Vasarovine near Livno, which
has a small protrusion on both ends, separated by rows of transverse ribs. On the bottom, near the
ends, there are single eyelets.!”” Other analogies are the narrow segments of bronze belts from a
cemetery in Albania, which are differently shaped and also have eyelets on the bottom. The seg-
ments have been dated to the end of the 2™ phase, which includes the 8%-7% cent. BC.!*8

As final remarks about the typology and chronology of bronze astragal belts, it can be said
that the standard of producing and using astragal belts covers a large time-span, some six hundred
years of the last millennium BC. Astragal belts were developed from belts with buttons arranged
in three or four rows or connected with variously shaped round clips, as evidenced by graves from
the cemetery in Donja Dolina and Glasinac where they have been dated to Ha C2 and the begin-
ning of the Ha D1 phase.!*® Morphological features make it possible to divide the Late Hallstatt
astragal belts into more types and variants, and also to show how the item changed through time

199 Vasi¢ 1989, 104, Fig. 1; Arsenijevi¢ 1998, 13, Fig. 13-14; Jovanovi¢ 1998, 52, 64, P1. 111/1-2.
150 Vasi¢ 1989, 107-108.

151 Vasic¢ 1989, 108-109.

152 Vasi¢ 1989, 105, 108; 1999a, 90-98, P1. 44/665-666, P1. 45/691-693, P1. 48/774, P1. 49/801.
153 Covié 1987b, 618-619.

154 Terzan 1987, 19.

155 Jovanovic¢ 1998, 58, 68, P1. VIII/I.

156 Vasi¢ 1977, 70, PL. 51/19.

157 Covié, Niksi¢ 1983, 89, PL. II/13; Jovanovié¢ 1998, 68, PL. IIT/4.
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while maintaining the principal idea and scheme. Astragal belts are always associated with bronze
fibulae and glass beads which clearly confirm they were a very significant part of female costume.
Their origin is traced to the Central Balkan area, and their usage can be dated to the first half of
the 6" cent. BC (Glasinac and Donja Dolina types with variants),'®® while those of the Banostor
type could be understood as an answer to local requirements. Astragal belts of the Nikinci type
from cemeteries of the Syrmian group, which were dated to the late 6™ cent. BC, and as written
several times by R. Vasi¢,'®! according to some typological characteristics (i.e. the place of the
eyelets), obviously follow the ideas from the south because of their technological advantages. The
justification of these assumptions may be confirmed by the newly discovered finds, particularly
those from the Podgrade-Stani¢ site, for which direct comparisons have been documented at sites
of the Glasinac complex. Another important conclusion is that some typological differences in
belts can’t be explained only by their chronological position, where their simultaneity indicates
various details that are interwoven in the segments of various types.

During the Late Hallstatt period, the most numerous astragal belts are those of the Nikinci
type, which were characteristic for the material legacy of the Syrmian group, covering Syrmia,
Eastern Slavonia and south-eastern Transdanubia, where it is interesting that so far they have been
completely lacking in contemporaneous Late Hallstatt cemeteries located in the area to the east of
the Danube, i.e. along the Tisza river.'® During the Late Iron Age astragal belts spread to adjacent
areas, especially to the north along the Danube.

Final Remarks

The presented Late Hallstatt finds from Vinkovci and the surroundings reconfirm that the
territories of eastern Slavonia and western Syrmia belong to the area of distribution of the Syrm-
ian group, which could include the settlements at Dirov brijeg and Damica gradina, just like the
youngest layers of the Early Iron Age at Gradina on the Bosut River. It was a period of intense
contacts with all the neighbouring cultural groups that provided the Syrmian group with certain
aspects of their own legacy, which often accepted them, but also transformed them in its own
particular way into a characteristic material expression that is currently most recognizable in the
finds from female graves. Astragal belts could be the best proof for this.

The latest analyses show that the Syrmian group represents the youngest phase in the con-
tinuous development of the Bosut group, which raises question regarding its name (as a group)
and especially regarding the area of distribution, which covers a much bigger space than Syrmia.
This is why we tried to introduce the concept of the Osijek group, now called the Osijek phase,
which would show the youngest phase of the development of the Bosut group. That phase, con-
sidering the characteristic inhumation burials and female costume items, was when the Bosut
group spread to the areas that used to be inhabited by the Dalj group. As it has been pointed out,
this relationship has not been fully clarified yet, especially concerning the end of the Dalj group
with cremation burial practice, but the finds collected until now indicate it ended in the late 7
cent.-beginning of the 6" BC at the latest. At the same time, there were more and more recogniz-
able contacts with the territories of Central Balkans that might have had a crucial influence on the
creation of a new material expression — the Syrmian group, as prefigured by R. Vasi¢ in his works.
More complete answers can be provided only by new research with closed contexts that will also
determine the relationship towards the channelled pottery phase that started in the mid-7% cent.
BC (phase II according to R. Vasi¢), which can probably be related to the grave from Hrtkovci.

1 The Central Balkan origin of astragal belts was already indicated by J. Todorovié, who pointed out the earlier time
frame of the belts from graves in Glasinac and western Serbia: Todorovi¢ 1964, 47.

11 Vasi¢ 1977, 28-29, 38; 1981, 167; 1982b, 9-10; 1987b, 556; 1989, 106-107.
192 Interestingly, finds of astragal belts are missing from the cemeteries of Vinkovci-Nama (Majnari¢-Pandzi¢ 2003) and
Szentlérince (Jerem 1968), but this does not put in question their continuity with the finds from the Late Iron Age.
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The reason is the fact that the periodization of the Bosut group is founded on the results of the
research of settlements, primarily the multilayer settlements and their stratigraphy, where it is
much harder to follow all the changes by examining ceramic finds. Therefore, the chronological
classification into phases with characteristic burial assemblages of objects, proposed by R. Vasi¢,
points to a good direction for future research. The singling out of phase I1I, which is currently best
documented in Syrmia by the finds in Banostor with fibulae of Glasinac origin, indicates more
intense contacts with the south, already at the end of the 7" and in the first half of the 6" cent.
BC. These contacts would persist in phase IV, where most finds defined within the Syrmian group
are dated. Southern influences on the territory of Syrmia probably flowed through the valley of
Great Morava, while it can be assumed for western Syrmia and eastern Slavonia that important
communications went northwards by the river Drina, as confirmed by comparisons with the finds
from the territory of the Lower Drina valley. The sources of these influences are indicated by the
finds of astragal belts, especially those with direct parallels in the territory of the Glasinac culture.
Their original and local transformation ensued within the Syrmian group/phase, with the appear-
ance of Nikinci-type astragal belts, which were also a technological achievement that would keep
developing, with certain changes, until the Late La Tene, which also testifies about their deep
roots in local identity.

The research that has been done at the sites of the latter phase of Early Iron Age indicates
the existence of communities located along the great rivers: Danube, Drava and Sava, with in-
tense communications between them, as testified by numerous types of finds confirming an ex-
change of goods, but also of individuals and small groups, especially from the area of spreading
of the Glasinac culture. The finds collected in and around Vinkoveci, dated to the 6"-4" cent. BC,
are yet another testimony of the complex cultural landscape of the southeastern Carpathian Basin
in Late Hallstatt period, where further research will be the best way to represent the continuity of
exceptional achievements made over several decades by our honouree RASTKO VASIC.!63

193 This article was funded by Croatian Science Foundation with a project (IP-06-2016-1749): Iron Age Female Identi-
ties in the Southern Carpathian Basin (FEMINE).
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