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Увод

Након безмало 30 лета и Старинара 
посвећеног академику и професору Милути-
ну Гарашанину из 1990. године, Археолошки 
институт у Београду објављује једну засебну 
публикацију посвећену доајену српске, али и 
европске археологије Растку Васићу. За разли-
ку од универзитетских центара, где је овај тип 
публикација (Festschrift, Hommage...) уобичајен 
због позиције појединца као професора и учи-
теља, научни су радници обично занемарени у 
томе погледу, што се види и по томе да је ово 
прва таква засебна публикација наше куће. Но, 
имајући у виду значај Васићевих дела за бившу 
југословенску и праисторијску археологију Ев-
ропе и утицај на њу, као и то што је цео свој рад-
ни век провео у Археолошком институту, сма-
трали смо да је овај зборник поводом 80 година 
живота један скромни чин наше захвалности за 
све што је драги колега Васић учинио за архео-
логију и Институт. 

Растко Васић доиста представља велика-
на српске и југословенске археологије, изразито 
уваженог и цењеног, што је у неку руку у супро-
тности са његовом скромном и ненаметљивом 
природом. Васићево научно, али и уметничко 
образовање често се сустицало у његовим пр-
вим радовима, када се бавио како уметничким 
протоисторијским темама, тако и конкретним 
проблемима гвозденог и бронзаног доба југо-
источне Европе. Године рада и стручна питања 
одвела су га ка многим феноменима наше пра-
историјске археологије, од којих је неке и сам 
дефинисао, али се с времена на време враћао, 
а уједно и откривао до тада незапажену умет-
ност гвозденог доба централног Балкана. Само 
и летимичан поглед на његову библиографију на 
почетку овог зборника говори о археолошким 
појавама које је Васић одредио и интерпрети-
рао, а својим озбиљним и одговорним научним 
радом и доцнијим ауторитетом увео у домаћу 
археологију. Његове прве монографије (Култур-
не групе старијег гвозденог доба у Југославији и 
The Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist 
Republic of Serbia), настале на основама док-

Foreword

Since 1990, after practically 30 years and 
the publication of the volume of the Starinar jour-
nal dedicated to the academician and professor 
Milutin Garašanin, the Institute of Archaeology in 
Belgrade publishes a volume dedicated to a doyen 
of both Serbian and European archaeology, Rasko 
Vasić. In contrast to university centers, where this 
kind of publications are usual, due to the position of 
individuals as professors and teachers (Festschrift, 
Homage...), the scientific researchers are usually 
neglected in that respect, which can be seen in the 
fact that this volume represents the first of a kind 
published by the Institute of Archaeology. Bearing 
in mind the significance and the influence of Vasić’s 
work on ex-Yugoslav and prehistoric archaeology 
of Europe, as well as the fact that he spent his entire 
career at the Institute of Archaeology, we consider 
this volume as a humble act of our gratitude for ev-
erything our dear colleague Vasić did for archaeol-
ogy and the Institute, on occasion of his 80th birth-
day.

Indeed, Rastko Vasić stands as a great of both 
Serbian and Yugoslav archaeology, distinctly appre-
ciated and esteemed, which stands in opposition to 
his humble and unobtrusive nature. Vasić’s scien-
tific and artistic educations often intertwined in his 
papers dealing both with the protohistoric art and 
the particular problems of the Bronze and Iron Age 
in southeastern Europe. Years of work and scientific 
questions led him to various phenomena of our pre-
historic archaeology, many of which he had himself 
defined, but from time to time he used to go back 
and discover the until then unobserved Iron Age art 
of the Central Balkans. Only a glimpse of his bibli-
ography at the beginning of this volume reveals the 
archaeological phenomena he had defined and inter-
preted, and through his serious and responsible sci-
entific work and afterwards authority introduced to 
archaeology. His first monographs (Културне групе 
старијег гвозденог доба у Југославији and The 
Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist Re-
public of Serbia) were created on basis of his doc-
toral dissertation and more than a couple of decades 
since the publication represent often cited literature.
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торске дисертације, и даље су, неколико деце-
нија након објављивања,цитирано штиво.

Потпуну афирмацију у југословенској 
археологији колега Васић доживео је када је 
позван да, као један од тада најмлађих аутора, 
напише чак 13 поглавља за том V чувенe Праис-
торијe југославенских земаља, и то на неке теме 
о којима се мало знало или у вези с којима су 
подаци били штури, нејасног порекла и добрим 
делом недефинисани. Може се рећи да и данас, 
након 30 и више година, поједине Васићеве син-
тезе из ове серије и даље остају једини посту-
лати гвозденог доба централног Балкана. Још 
један значајан допринос овога типа, чини се, 
није довољно помињан у досадашњем његовом 
раду, а то је чињеница да је на позив академика 
Драгослава Срејовића учествовао у изради пре-
ко 150 засебних јединица у јединственој домаћој 
археолошкој енциклопедији – Археолошки ле-
ксикон – преисторија Европе, Африке и Блиског 
истока, грчка, етрурска и римска цивилизација, 
делу које је дуги низ деценија недостајало југо-
словенској и српској археологији. Међународни 
углед потврдио је са пет монографија у прес-
тижној едицији Prähistorische Bronzefunde, док 
је паралелно саветима и својим утицајем, као и 
научним реномеом, помагао млађим колегама да 
припреме своје свеске за исту едицију. 

У томе контексту, важно је поменути да се 
без колеге Васића није могла замислити комиси-
ја за одбрану магистарских или докторских ди-
сертација на тему бронзаног или старијег гвоз-
деног доба. Том приликом од њега се није могла 
чути покуда или лоша реч, већ надасве позитив-
но мишљење и корисне сугестије како би кан-
дитат своје дело адекватно припремио за будуће 
објављивање. Преко 40 година члан је редакције 
Старинара, као и многих зборника и часописа 
на простору југоисточне Европе. Као чест члан 
редакција или рецензент радова и монографија, 
увек је истицао квалитете прилога, а уколико би 
се остатак редакције или други рецензенти од-
лучили да одбију аутора, он би сесвојим благо-
наклоним сугестијама трудио да сваки користан 
рад ипак буде објављен, па макар у неком другом 
часопису. Такође, као дугогодишњи руководилац 
научних пројеката у Археолошком институту, 

A complete affirmation in Yugoslav archae-
ology for colleague Vasić was the invitation to 
write no less than 13 chapters for the 5th volume 
of the distinguished publication Praistorija jugo-
slavenskih zemalja, as one of the youngest authors, 
dealing with less familiar subjects or subjects with 
scarce background data, undetermined origin or un-
defined to a great extent. It can be said that even 
nowadays, after more than 30 years, Vasić’s certain 
syntheses from the aforementioned publication, re-
main the postulates for the Iron Age of the Central 
Balkans. Another significant work of Rastko Vasić, 
although often not emphasized enough, is the fact 
that under the invitation of the academician Dra-
goslav Srejović, he participated in writing of 150 
separate units in the unique domestic archaeological 
encyclopedia - Arheološki leksikon – preistorija Ev-
rope, Afrike i Bliskog Istoka, grčka, etrurska i rim-
ska civilizacija, a paper that Yugoslav and Serbian 
archaeology lacked for a number of decades. His in-
ternational reputation was confirmed by five mono-
graphs published within the prestigious Prähisto-
rische Bronzefunde edition. In parallel with that, 
through his advice and influence, as well as through 
his scientific renown, he aided younger colleagues 
to prepare the volumes for the same edition.

In that context, it is important to mention that 
defending boards for magister or doctoral thesis 
on the subject on Bronze and Iron Age could not 
be imagined without the presence of the colleague 
Vasić. On such occasions, not a single critique or a 
bad word could be heard from Vasić, but positive 
opinion and useful suggestions above all, so that 
the candidate could properly prepare the thesis for 
future publication. Rastko Vasić has been a mem-
ber of the editorial board for the Starinar journal 
for more than 40 years, as well as for many other 
corpora and journals in the territory of southeastern 
Europe. As a member of editorial staff or as a re-
viewer of papers and monographs, he would always 
point out the qualities of the submitted material, and 
if the other members of editorial staff or reviewers 
decided to reject the material, his benevolent sug-
gestions would help in publishing each useful paper 
after all, even in some other journal. Also, as a long-
time director of scientific projects at the Institute of 
Archaeology, he would always do his best to help 
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трудио се да помогне млађим колегама по свим 
питањима, не постављајући се притом као шеф.

Многи детаљи о приватном и професи-
оналном животу Растка Васића и као археоло-
га, и као сликара и књижевника, могу се наћи 
у наставку овог зборника, што је била и једна 
од идеја приређивача. Стога је првих шездесе-
так страна посвећено његовом животу и раду, 
биографији и детаљној библиографији, док је 
интервју илустрован бројним Васићевим сли-
кама, по избору самог слављеника. Након тога 
уприличени сурадови посвећени колеги Васићу, 
на енглеском, немачком, руском и језицима би-
вше Југославије, поређани по хронолошком 
реду. Нажалост, поједини аутори позвани у кон-
султацијама са слављеником нису се одазвали 
позиву, поглавито због нарушеног здравственог 
стања, па уредници и овом приликом напомињу 
да жале због оваквог развоја ситуације. С друге 
стране, поносни смо на садржај зборника – како 
на 33 аутора прилога, тако и на редакцију, у којој 
су врхунска имена светске археологије из девет 
земаља.

Колеги Васићу уредници и Археолошки 
институт овим зборником од срца честитају јуби-
леј и желе још много година рада у археологији. 

Војислав Филиповић
Александар Булатовић

Александар Капуран

young colleagues on each matter, never striking as a 
boss or a superior.

Plenty of details on the private and profes-
sional life of Rastko Vasić, both as an archaeolo-
gist and painter and literate, can be found in the 
continuation of this volume, which was one of the 
ideas of the editors. Therefore, about 60 pages are 
dedicated to his life and work, biography and a de-
tailed bibliography, while the interview is illustrated 
with Vasić’s numerous paintings, selected by the 
celebrant himself. Afterward, there is a collection 
of papers dedicated to the colleague Vasić, written 
in English, German, Russian and the ex-Yugoslav 
languages, assorted chronologically. Unfortunately, 
certain authors which were invited in agreement 
with the celebrant did not respond, primarily due to 
the poor health, so the editors once again point out 
that they regret the situation, although on the other 
hand, we are grateful and proud of the content of the 
volume, on 33 authors of the papers, and the editori-
al board comprised of prominent names of the word 
archaeology from nine different countries.

	 Through this volume, the editorial board 
and the Institute of Archaeology would like to heart-
ily congratulate the jubilee to our colleague Vasić 
and to wish him many more years in archaeology.

	
Vojislav Filipović

Aleksandar Bulatović
Aleksandar Kapuran

Foreword / Увод
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In the National Museum in Belgrade, 2018 (by Aca Đorđević)
У Народном музеју, 2018. године (фото Аца Ђорђевић)
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Notes on several finds from the beginning of the 
Early Iron Age in the Danube area

Daria Ložnjak Dizdar

Abstract: This paper analyzes the chance finds from the left bank of the Vuka in Nuštar, near 
Vinkovci, in eastern Croatia. A bronze torque with T-shaped ends, a spear, pendants and a button 
were discovered as surface finds along the Vuka, which is a tributary of the Danube and a natural 
line of communication from the Danube area towards the west. The Nuštar finds indicate micro-
topographic relationships with similar finds in the Danube area and complement the current data 
on the distribution of torques with T-shaped ends, or spears with incised decorations. The finds, 
which can be dated to the period from the later phase of the Late Bronze Age (Ha B1 phase) to 
the beginning of the Early Iron Age (Ha C1a phase), prove hypotheses about the local shapes and 
regional and multi-regional contacts.

Key words: torque, spear, pendants, button, “Thraco-Cimmerian sphere”, beginning of the Early Iron 
Age, Danube area.

This paper analyzes the chance finds originating from the position of Budžak on the left 
bank of the Vuka near Nuštar (Fig. 1). They were found by Mirko Adžaga and stored in the City 
Museum of Vinkovci.1

The Nuštar finds

1. Torque, copper alloy. A fragment of a torque with a T-shaped ends and a knobbed bow. 
Most of the torque has been preserved; the knobbed part has a circular cross-section, and the part 
towards the T-terminal has a rectangular cross-section. The transition has a part with two discs and 
four ribs. 12 knobs have been preserved. Torque cross-section: 18 cm. (Pl. 1)

2. Spearhead, copper alloy. A fragment of a spearhead with a round socketed shaft, nar-
rowing towards the top, and a blade that is wider at the base. The top of the spearhead is missing. 
The blade is decorated with two parallel incised lines. The shaft is decorated with three series of 
incised lines in a reverse-V decoration and a combination of incised garlands and horizontal lines. 
Dimensions: preserved spearhead height: 13,8 cm; socketed shaft diameter: 1.9-2.7 cm. (Pl. 2)

3. Bead, copper alloy. A slightly biconical bead, hollow casted. Partly damaged. Bead 
diameter: 2 cm; bead height: 1.3 cm. (Pl. 3, 1)

4. Button, copper alloy. A rectangular button, divided in two by cuts during the casting. 
Each part has four vertical relief ribs. The button has a strap-like loop in the lower part. Dimen-
sions: width: 2 cm; height: 2.1 cm. (Pl. 3, 2)

5. Pendant, copper alloy. A round cast openwork pendant, with ten oval openings and a 
strap-like loop on top. It has two incised circles at the bottom. Dimensions: diameter: 3.1 cm; 
height: 2.7 cm. (Pl. 3, 3)

1 �I am very thankful to the staff of the Archaeological Section of the City Museum of Vinkovci – Maja Krznarić 
Škrivanko, Anita Rapan Papeša, Hrvoje Vulić and Boris Kratofil – for making the finds from Nuštar available for 
publication.
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6. Pendant, copper alloy. A round cast openwork pendant, with eight oval openings and 
a strap-like loop on top. It has two incised circles at the bottom. Dimensions: diameter: 3 cm; 
height: 3 cm. (Pl. 3, 4)

The most similar and geographically closest parallel to the torque from Nuštar (Pl. 1) is 
the torque from Srijemska Rača,2 which lacks data on the circumstances of the find. It cannot be 
excluded that it is a torque from the same workshop, because they have very similar dimensions 
and disk-shaped terminals. Another geographically close parallel is the torque with T-shaped ends 
from the Šarengrad hoard; K. Vinski-Gasparini believed it could not be related to the inventory of 
the Urnfield culture.3 Similar torques were found in the eastern Carpathian Basin.4 Torques with 
T-shaped ends were categorized by R. Vasić5 according to their diameter; larger torques – those 
with the diameter above 20 cm – and the torques between 15 and 20 cm are distributed in the north 
in Srijem, western Serbia, Hungary and Romania. The last category consists of smaller torques 
that have been recorded in the south, in Kosovo and southern Serbia. In the north, this kind of 
torque is mostly known from hoards or chance finds, and a fragment of such a torque was found at 
the site of Gradina on the Bosut and dated to the early 8th century BC.6 Most of the torques from 
the southern area of distribution were found in graves as part of costume sets.7 One of the most 
splendid specimens of torques with T-shaped ends was found at Sinošević; this twisted torque is 
additionally decorated with perforated pendants with endings in the shape of bird protomes. The 
Sinošević torque is also decorated with incised hatched triangles which are set between the twisted 
part and the T-shaped ends.8 The contemporary torques from Kecel and Žirovnica are decorated 

2 Vinski, Vinski-Gasparini 1962, 272, fig. 67.
3 Vinski-Gasparini1973, 169, pl. 131, 19.
4 Vasić 2010, pl. 40.
5 Vasić2010, 43.
6 Vasić 2010, 44, Pl. 32, 218A; Medović, Medović 2011, 66, Fig. 57, 3; Jevtić 2016, Fig. 1, 1c.
7 Vasić 2010, 45.
8 Kromer 1976, 406-409, Fig. 1.

Map 1 – Syrmia, position of Nuštar and other Syrmian sites mentioned in paper.
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in the same way.9 The Sinošević find was dated to the end of the Urnfield culture.10 The Sinošević 
find includes bell-shaped pendants, which were also found in the mass grave at Gomolava, and 
spectacle fibulae with a figure of eight in the middle, which are also part of the Šarengrad hoard.11 
R. Vasić and A. Kapuran point out that some shapes from the Šarengrad hoard are related to the 
Late Bronze Age in this area, while other shapes have relations with the east (hair decorations of 
bronze sheet and harness).12 Details of decorations on torques and combinations of finds in hoards 
where they have been found make it easier to date this specific type. 

Torques with T-shaped ends have been found in the Kecel hoard in southern Hungary, 
which has not only two such torques, but also large spectacle fibulae, a fibula with knots on the 
bow of the Danube variant, and saddle anklets.13 The hoard has been dated to the Ha B3 phase;14 
its finds have many parallels in the hoards and graves of the Croatian Danube area. Torques with 
T-shaped ends have been found in Syrmia, Serbia, Oltenia, Transylvania and Slovakia, and are 
dated to the Ha B3 phase, while knobbed torques persist through the Ha C phase.15 This type of 
torque is attributed by T. Kemenczei to variant D, with the north and central Balkans as the area 
of distribution, and similar variants appear in the areas of Transylvania, Alföld and Slovakia.16 
Considering other finds in enclosed units with torques with T-shaped ends, it can be concluded 

9 Vasić 1988, 1 passim, Fig. 2.
10 Kromer 1976, 406-409, Fig. 1.
11 Kromer 1976, 407, fig. 2, 4-5, fig. 3, 2, 4-5.
12 Vasić, Kapuran 2007, 38.
13 Mozsolics 2000, 52-53, pl. 46, 1-2.
14 Mozsolics 2000, 9, 29.
15 Kemenczei 1988, 105, fig. 4, 1.
16 Kemenczei 2005, 84, pl. 23, B 5-6; pl. 37, 14.

Pl. 1 – Nuštar, torque (Martina Rončević).
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that they are related with the Srijem attire known from the Šarengrad hoard,17mass grave II at Go-
molava18and the graves of the Bosut group (e.g. in Vukovar19). Maybe they should be considered 
as a local form in the southern part of the central Danube region. A twisted torque with T-shaped 
ends was found in the Počúvadlo hoard in Slovakia, dated to the late Urnfield culture.20 There are 
different opinions on the source location and the spread of ideas on creating torques with T-shaped 
ends. Large and massive torques with T-shaped ends first appeared in the north, in Hungary and 
Romania, and spread south in the late 8th and 7th centuries BC, perhaps by migration,21 with vari-
ous attempts to explain the differences in torques variants and the chronological inconsistency.

Torques with T-shaped ends appearead in the eastern Carpathian Basin and at the Balkans, 
while torques with knots on the bow and bent ends are distributed in the west.22 Since the torque 
from Srijemska Rača has a T-shaped ends, B. Teržan connected it with the twisted torques with 
T-shaped ends from the so-called Thraco-Cimmerian hoards in the Danube area.23 Also, she con-
siders the torque from tumulus 5 from Bad Fischau24 to be a latter variant of the Srijemska Rača 
torque, which she believes to be the link between the twisted torques with T-shaped ends, which 
she dates to the late 9th and 8th centuries BC, and the younger torques with a knobbed bow, which 
are characteristic for the southeastern Alps (Teržan 1990, 179, Map 11).25

Torques with T-shaped ends are dated by R. Vasić to the first phase of horizon 1 of the 
Early Iron Age.26 The Srijemska Rača torque, which is very similar to the Nuštar torque, has been 
chronologically linked by R. Vasić to the two-looped fibulae with knots on the bow, from the con-
temporary hoards of Kecel and Bîlvăneşti,27 pointing out that younger torques with smaller knobs 
and bent ends are distributed across the northwest Balkans.28 The western Banat in Romania is 
the source of 11 torques with knobs and a profiled part and plates at the end of the series like the 
specimen from Nuštar. This hoard is also dated to the series Vințu de Jos – Vaidei.29 The ends of 
these torques are bent inwards, like the later example from Bad Fischau, and probably represent a 
further development form of the specimens from Srijemska Rača and Nuštar.

On the basis of the rare specimens of torques with T-shaped ends in Romania (Bilvaneşti, 
Vaidei),30 Croatia (Šarengrad),31 Serbia (Sinošević)32 and Slovakia, M. Novotná leaves open the 
possibilities of whether these torques were intended to be worn in combination with other torques 
or if they were the product of a specialized workshop.33 R. Vasić hypothesizes, on the basis of the 
finds from Šarengrad, Srijemska Rača and Sinošević (even the new find from Nuštar fits into this 
hypothesis), about a nearby metallurgic workshop in eastern Slavonia, where the torques with T-
shaped ends could have been made. But he leaves open another possibility: that the workshop was 
in Transylvania.34 The Nuštar torque, as well as the Srijemska Rača torque, which are the only two 

17 Brunšmid 1900.
18 Tasić 1972.
19 Vinski-Gasparini 1973, 164, pl. 125, 2; 12.
20 Novotná 1984, 38-39, pl. 45, 281-281A.
21 Vasić, Kapuran 2007, 38.
22 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 446, fig. 193.
23 Teržan 1990, 99.
24 The Bad Fischau torque is also massive, but it has more knobs and a larger diameter.
25 Teržan 1990, 179, map 11.
26 Vasić 1977, 11.
27 Vasić 2010, 45.
28 Vasić 2010, 45, f.n. 6.
29 Petrescu-Dîmbovița 1977, 161-162, pl. 384, 1-8.
30 Petrescu-Dîmbovița 1977, pl. 396, 3; pl. 390, 1-2.
31 Brunšmid 1900, pl. II, 1-1a.
32 Kromer 1976.
33 Novotná 1984, 39.
34 Vasić 2010, 46.
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specimens with a knobbed bow and a T-shaped ends, were both chance finds. Therefore, they are 
dated to a more recent period than the twisted torques with the T-shaped ends, but it is not exclud-
ed that they partly overlap (the Kecel hoard), so he relates them with the horizon of the knobbed 
bow fibulae, as they even have a style of production that is similar to the torques, which end with 
a disk just like the fibulae. According to R. Vasić,35 it would be contemporary with the Kecel and 
Bâlvăneşti hoards, which already contain 
knobbed bow fibulae and are dated to ho-
rizon VI of the hoards in Hungary and 
Romania. C. Metzner-Nebelsick made a 
chronological division of horizon VI of 
Romanian hoards into an older one and a 
younger one, dating the Bâlvăneşti hoard 
to phase VIa, or to Ha C1a according to 
Ch. Pare, 8th century BC.36

Two known specimens of bronze 
torques with knobs and T-shaped ends 
have been found in western Srijem (Sri-
jemska Rača and Nuštar) and, according 
to comparisons, can be dated to the Early 
Iron Age, the Ha C1a phase, or the 8th 
century BC.

The most similar parallel to the 
spearhead from Nuštar (Pl. 2), in regard 
to shape and decoration, is the spearhead 
from Mušja Jama in Škocjan, a find dat-
ed by M. Guštin to the phases of Notran-
jska I and IIa.37 The finds in Mušja Jama 
included several spearheads decorated in 
a similar style, dated to the Notranjska 
I phase (Ha B phase). Interestingly, the 
spearheads are broken along the middle 
of the blade, similarly to the Nuštar spec-
imen.38 Mušja Jama near Škocjan is dat-
ed, according to P. Turk, to horizon IV of 
the hoards, which corresponds to phase 
V according to K. Vinski-Gasparini.39 S. 
Gabrovec dated Mušja Jama to the entire 
Ha B period, up to the beginning of the 
Iron Age.40 There is a similar decoration on the bottom of the socketed spear shaft from grave 
I/1911 in Velika Gorica and the mount of the spear socket (Lanzenschue).41 It makes a stylistic 
whole together with the sword and the dagger.42 Grave I/1911 has been dated to the early Ha B 
phase.43 A similar spearhead, decorated with incised lines and garlands, was found in the Románd 
35 Vasić 2010, 45.
36 Metzner-Nebelsick 2005, 328, fig. 5.
37 Guštin 1979, 31, pl. C, 27, 29.
38 Szombathy 1913, 137, fig. 27; Guštin 1979, 25, pl. B, 16; pl. C.
39 Turk 1996, 115.
40 Gabrovec1983, 82.
41 Vinski-Gasparini 1973, pl. 103, 2-3.
42 Vinski-Gasparini 1983, 589.
43 Vinski-Gasparini 1973, 156.

Pl. 2 – Nuštar, spearhead (Martina Rončević).
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hoard.44 Spearheads decorated with such a combined motive of waves and straight lines on the 
shaft are distributed across the western Alpine area of pile dwellings and in northern and western 
Europe,45 with particular finds more to the south, in Slovenia and Spain, dated to Ha B1 and Ha 
B2 phases.46 Spearheads decorated in such a way are attributed by B. Teržan to the symbols of 
military elites from the area of northwest Alps.47 The specimen from Nuštar, according to the cur-
rent state of research, is the farthest southeastern find of a spearhead decorated in this way.

The Nuštar spearhead matches the type with a rhombic cross-section, which chronologi-
cally belongs to the older phase of the Late Bronze Age, but these decorated spearheads have been 
dated to the early Ha B phase, with the majority found in hoards.48 In the younger phase of the 
Urnfield culture, spearheads are a frequent find in graves, but there is a difference regarding the 
area where spearheads are placed in graves. While the region in the older phase of the Urnfield 
culture was the area north and east of the Alps, the region in the younger phase of the Urnfield 
culture was the area of southeast Alps (Novo Mesto – Mestne Njive, grave 186; Velika Gorica 
grave 1/1910, grave 1/1911; Dobova grave 69; Rifnik grave 1903/41).49

Cast bronze beads (Pl. 3, 1), which were worn as a pendant, were characteristic for male 
graves in the Early Iron Age as part of various pendants hanging on the belt together with a whet-
stone, weapons (e.g. axes or a dagger) and/or a knife.50 C. Metzner-Nebelsick believes that the 
beads, just like the whetstone, had the role of a status symbol, and identifies them as male goods.51 
Bronze and iron beads are distributed across a wide area, from the Carpathian Plain to the Alpine 
region, the Balkans, Greece, all the way to the Ukrainian and north Pontic steppes. Bronze beads 
are particularly frequent in the Croatian Danube region and at Glasinac.52 The specimen of the 
bead from Nuštar corresponds with the size of the beads appearing in the Balkan, Carpathian and 
eastern Alpine areas, usually in a burial context, with the exceptions of the Rujište hoard in Ser-
bia, dated to phase VI of the hoards,53 and the Greek sanctuaries.54

A belt decoration or a part of harness decorations: that was the possible role of the rectan-
gular button found in Nuštar (Pl. 3, 2). The closest parallel to the Nuštar button is the so-called 
find 1 from Bacs Bodrog county,55 dated by Ch. Pare to horizon VI of the hoards, that is, to the 
8th century BC.56 Another similar parallel has been found in cremation grave 4 in Križna Gora 
in Slovenia, but it has differences in the small hole, the loop, and the weaker profile of the upper 
part.57 Grave 4 has been dated to phase IIa of the cemetery; according to M. Urleb, it corresponds 
with phase Podzemelj 2,58 or B phase. Teržan uses the fragment of a fibula to date the grave to an 
earlier period: the second half of the 8th century BC.59

Buttons which are similar, but more strongly profiled with pointed ends on vertical ribs, 
have been found in inhumation grave 1 in Šarengrad60 and in grave 17 at the Vajuga Pesak cem-
44 Németh, Torma 1965, 82, III. k. 2; Mozsolics 2000, pl. 84, 3.
45 Hundt 1978, 139, fig. 13.
46 Deicke 2011, 74, fig. 67.
47 Teržan et al. 2016, 380, fig. 140.
48 Vasić 2015, 42-45, pl. 6, 77-83; pl. 7, 84-92; Teržan et al. 2016, 74, pl. 2, 3-4.
49 Clausing 1999, 373-374, fig. 26, Liste 6.
50 �A reconstruction of a male belt, based on the find from grave 9/2 at Sajevec in Dolenjska, and dated to Podzemelj 2 

phase, was presented by Guštin, Preložnik (2005, fig. 20A, B).
51 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 402.
52 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 402, fig. 180.
53 Vasić 1977, pl. 11, 4; 1982, 282.
54 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 403.
55 Foltiny 1961, pl. 66, 6; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, pl. 117, 10.
56 Pare 1998, 376, app. IV, 66.
57 Urleb 1974, pl. 2, 10.
58 Urleb 1974, 34, fig. 14.
59 Teržan 1987, 15-16, fig. 8.
60 Balen-Letunić 2004, pl. 5, 4-5.
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etery, which has been dated to the 8th century BC.61 T. Kemenczei presents a button which is more 
elongated, with narrower and wider dimensions than the one from Nuštar, as one of the finds from 
the grave in urn 1 at Doroslovo.62 Neither the grave nor the finds were cited in the publication of 
the explored part of the Doroslovo cemetery by D. Trajković.63 If the find cited by T. Kemenczei is 
a whole, the bridle straps date it to a later period – ceramic horizon IV, according C. Metzner-Ne-
besick.64 We believe that the Nuštar but-
ton can be dated to the period of the most 
similar find from Bacs Bodrog: phase VI 
of the hoards, or the Ha C1a phase.

The closest and most similar par-
allel to the round cast openwork pen-
dants from Nuštar (Pl. 3, 3-4) is known 
from Dalj, but it is hard to determine 
chronologically without the context of 
the find.65 Along with the find from Dalj 
and two specimens from Nuštar, similar 
specimens are known from the Holihrady 
hoard in Ukraine, where such a pendant 
was the central part of a phalera66 and 
in the Vințu de Jos I hoard.67 Such pen-
dants have been found in the Celldőmőlk 
hoard,68 while A. Mozsolics cites the find 
under the name of Simaság in northwest 
Hungary, dating it to the Bükkszenlászló 
horizon.69 A similar pendant has been 
recorded on a phalera from an unknown 
site in Hungary.70 Such a pendant has 
also been found on a phalera from the 
Rožanci hoard in northern Serbia.71 Par-
allels to the Nuštar pendants have been 
recorded in the west too, e.g. in Bex in 
Switzerland.72 Pendants of that type have 
been attributed to the so-called Thraco-
Cimmerian pendants by J. Bouzek.73 T. 
Kemenczei dates the pendants to the pe-
riod from the 8th to the 6th century BC.74 
This type of pendants can be dated more 
precisely with a larger number of en-

61 Popović, Vukmanović 1998, 79, 106, pl. 18, 31.
62 Kemenczei 2005, 129, pl. 9, 6.
63 Trajković 2008.
64 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, fig. 163.
65 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 447, pl. 101, 6
66 Bouzek 1971, 85-86, fig. 12, 11; Metzner-Nebesick 2002, fig. 161, B.
67 Popa, Berciu 1964, 88, fig. 1, 2.
68 Kemenczei 2005, 86, pl. 17B, 2.
69 Mozsolics 2010, 74, pl. 89, 5.
70 Mozsolics 2010, pl. 51, 4.
71 Vasić 1977, 10-11, pl. 3, 11.
72 Bouzek 1971, 91, fig. 15, 3.
73 Bouzek 1971, 85-86, fig. 17.
74 Kemenczei 2005, 86, pl. 17B, 2.

Pl. 3 – Nuštar, 1 bead, 2 button, 3-4 pendants 
(Martina Rončević).
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closed units with such finds. We believe that the find from Vințu de Jos I and the Celldőmőlk and 
Rožanci hoards provide a good base for dating these finds to horizon VI of the hoards according 
to Ch. Pare.75

The chance finds from Nuštar do not have a certain context or detailed information on the 
distances where they have been found. Considering the chronological range of different finds 
from the early Ha B phase in case of the spear to the beginning of the Early Iron Age, which is 
the dating of the torques, it is hard to hypothesize on the type of site. As it has been pointed out 
already, torques with T-shaped ends in this area are usually found in hoards; this fact, along with 
the spear that was broken in the same ordered way as the one in Mušja Jama, might indicate an 
isolated hoard, with the spear being much older than other finds that arrived to the Museum. The 
contents of this assumed hoard could well include the round cast openwork pendants and the 
bronze bead. However, beads and buttons are more frequently found in graves, so there is still the 
possibility that a cemetery on the left bank of the Vuka near Nuštar was destroyed by plowing. 
The distribution of the finds shows the importance of the southern part of the central Danube area 
as a crossroads near the confluence of the large rivers flowing through the southern Pannonian 
Plain, and the importance of local routes along the valleys of smaller rivers like the Vuka, as the 
finds were discovered close to it.

A torque that can be attributed to local workshops, a spear from the Western European 
sphere, and harness decorations that are widespread across Eastern Europe: all this indicates the 
overlapping of distribution areas of specific objects and their use in a local context.

A chronologically interesting find is the T-torque with knobs from Nuštar, which was ana-
lyzed several times by honoree Dr. Rastko Vasić.76 As he pointed out, the hoard horizon containing 
T-torques can be divided according to the finds of fibulae into an older one (spectacle fibulae) and a 
younger one (two-looped fibulae with a knobbed bow), but he qualified it with a reserve about the 
state of research and included the possibility of finding units with both types of fibulae. The torque 
with knobs from Srijemska Rača was associated by him to none other than the double-looped 
fibulae with a knobbed bow, and he pointed out that they were contemporary.77 The Kecel hoard 
in Hungary78 included twisted T-torques with spectacle fibulae and a fragment of a double-looped 
fibula with four knobs on the bow. The hoard has been dated to the Bükkszentlászló horizon,79 or 
horizon VI of the hoards according to Ch. Pare.80 He draws a parallel between horizon VI of the 
hoards and the period of the Basarabi culture, which has been pointed out in literature in the case 
of enclosed units,81 such as mass grave II at Gomolava, where numerous finds indicate that it is 
contemporary with the Šarengrad hoard and the Sinošević find. All this points to the possibility 
of more detailed chronological classifications within horizon VI of the hoards. The known speci-
mens from mass grave II at Gomolava have the closest and most similar parallels in the Šarengrad 
hoard; according to the entire assemblage of both enclosed units, they can be dated to the late 9th 
century BC.82 We should also take into account the discovery of the same spectacle fibulae as in 
the Gomolava mass grave and grave 202 from Vukovar Lijeva Bara, in the Vintu de Jos III hoard, 
where such fibulae were found together with a Danube variant fibula with knots on the bow,83 in 
75 Pare 1998, 370-371.
76 Vasić1977; 1988; 2010.
77 Vasić 2010, 62.
78 Mozsolics 2000, pl. 46.
79 Mozsolics 2000, 52-53.
80 Pare 1998, 370.
81 Vasić 1977; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002.
82 �Pare 1998, 410. The later dating of the Šarengrad hoard to the early 8th century BC by C. Metzner-Nebelsick accord-

ing to the find of rod-like bridle straps of type Ie can be taken into account (2002), but earlier dating is supported by 
the attire, which is well documented in mass grave II at Gomolava together with Kalakača-phase ceramics (Tasić 
1972, fig. 4).

83 �Aldea, Ciugudean 1995, 217, fig. 1, 12; fig. 2, 13. Such a fibula was also found on the warrior in grave 269 in Vukovar 
(Vinski-Gasparini 1973, pl. 125, 2).
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the Alba Iulia hoard,84 and in the Kecel hoard.85 The connection between this sphere of hoards and 
the Syrmian finds from Gomolava and Šarengrad was already indicated by M. Novotná, who dated 
them to the Ha B3/Ha C1 phase, pointing out the longer use of spectacle fibulae.86

The double-looped fibulae with a knobbed bow of the Danube variant are dated to horizon 
1 of the early Iron Age by R. Vasić, who compares them to the dating of S. Gabrovac for the Vače 
type,87 and the datings of T. Bader for the area of Romania and of D. Gergova for the area of 
Bulgaria to the late 8th and early 7th century BC.88 He also points out the dating to the mid-8th 
century BC for the finds of fibulae with a knobbed bow in the Greek area.89 C. Metzner-Nebelsick 
dates this type of fibulae to ceramic horizon IIIa, or to the Ha C1a period according to Ch. Pare 
(800-730/720 BC).90 B. Teržan put forward the interesting theory that the entire series of fibulae 
with a knobbed bow, which is distributed across the Balkans and the southeastern Carpathian 
Basin, appeared as an imitation of the fibulae from the Michałkow hoard.91 B. Teržan dates these 
types of fibulae to the late 9th century and the first half of the 8th century, and not later than the 
mid-8th century BC.92 The Šarengrad hoard, containing a torque with T-shaped ends and spectacle 
fibulae, is dated by B. Teržan to the late 9th and early 8th century BC at the latest.93 The mentioned 
dating to horizon VI of the hoards and the varied datings of the appearance of double-looped fibu-
lae with a knobbed bow allow for the possibility of a subtler chronological classification within 
horizon VI. When dating horizons V and VI, R. Vasić pointed out that it should not be completely 
synchronized with the Romanian horizons of Somartin-Vetiş and Bilvaneşti-Vinț,94 which was 
later done in global chronologies95 and came into use.96 In the local divisions of Romanian hoards, 
C. Metzner-Nebesick noticed the difference and separated the older hoards from the younger ones 
within horizon VI of the hoards, but according to the shapes of the axes.97 These considerations 
based on chance finds and areas of distribution of specific types of finds indicate the constant 
need to question and refine the dating of chronological phases when the state of research makes 
it possible, primarily for enclosed units, which is not the case with the Nuštar finds. Honoree Dr. 
Rastko Vasić has been an indefatigable researcher in such refined matters.

In his self-effacing studies of separate types of finds (sickles, pins, fibulae, torques, spears) 
over many years, which resulted in an exceptional number of papers and five volumes of Prähis-
torische Bronzefunde,98 R. Vasić provided his thoughts and ideas on detailed chronological dating 
by type according to enclosed units, generously sharing his mastery of this fundamental archeo-
logical skill with the general public. His conclusions and thorough analyses often became impor-
tant key milestones in the research of the archeological material of the Bronze and Iron Ages in 
southeast Europe, which makes his opus an essential resource for future studies.

Translated by Marko Maras

84 Petrescu-Dimbovita 1977, pl. 380.
85 Mozsolics 2000, pl. 46, 3-5.
86 Novotná 1988, 63.
87 Gabrovec1970, 27-28, 39-40, map VIII.
88 Vasić 1999, 61-62.
89 Vasić 1999, 61.
90 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 415, fig. 184.
91 Teržan 2009, 207, fig. 12, 1-2; fig. 14, 6-9, fig. 15.
92 Teržan 2009, 207.
93 Teržan 1987, 8-10; 1990, 40
94 Vasić 1982, 282
95 Pare 1998, 370.
96 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002.
97 Metzner-Nebelsick 2005, 328, fig. 5.
98 Vasić1994; 1999; 2003; 2010; 2015.
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