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Foreword

Since 1990, after practically 30 years and
the publication of the volume of the Starinar jour-
nal dedicated to the academician and professor
Milutin GaraSanin, the Institute of Archaeology in
Belgrade publishes a volume dedicated to a doyen
of both Serbian and European archaeology, Rasko
Vasi¢. In contrast to university centers, where this
kind of publications are usual, due to the position of
individuals as professors and teachers (Festschrift,
Homage...), the scientific researchers are usually
neglected in that respect, which can be seen in the
fact that this volume represents the first of a kind
published by the Institute of Archaeology. Bearing
in mind the significance and the influence of Vasi¢’s
work on ex-Yugoslav and prehistoric archaeology
of Europe, as well as the fact that he spent his entire
career at the Institute of Archaeology, we consider
this volume as a humble act of our gratitude for ev-
erything our dear colleague Vasi¢ did for archaeol-
ogy and the Institute, on occasion of his 80th birth-
day.

Indeed, Rastko Vasi¢ stands as a great of both
Serbian and Yugoslav archaeology, distinctly appre-
ciated and esteemed, which stands in opposition to
his humble and unobtrusive nature. Vasi¢’s scien-
tific and artistic educations often intertwined in his
papers dealing both with the protohistoric art and
the particular problems of the Bronze and Iron Age
in southeastern Europe. Years of work and scientific
questions led him to various phenomena of our pre-
historic archaeology, many of which he had himself
defined, but from time to time he used to go back
and discover the until then unobserved Iron Age art
of the Central Balkans. Only a glimpse of his bibli-
ography at the beginning of this volume reveals the
archaeological phenomena he had defined and inter-
preted, and through his serious and responsible sci-
entific work and afterwards authority introduced to
archaeology. His first monographs (Kyimypue epyne
cmapujez 26030enoe 0oba y Jyeocrasuju and The
Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist Re-
public of Serbia) were created on basis of his doc-
toral dissertation and more than a couple of decades
since the publication represent often cited literature.

YBOI

Hakon 6e3mano 30 mera m Cmapunapa
noceeheHor akageMuky u mpodecopy Mumyrtu-
Hy lapamanuny u3 1990. ronune, ApxXeonomKku
WHCTUTYT y beorpanmy o0jaBibyje jeaHy 3aceOHY
nybnaukanujy nocsehieHy moajeHy CpIricKe, ald |
eBporicke apxeosoruje Pactky Bacuhy. 3a pasinu-
Ky O YHUBEP3UTETCKUX IICHTapa, I/Ie je OBaj THII
nyonukanuja (Festschrift, Hommage...) yoOu4ajen
300r TIO3UIMje MOjeANHIIa Kao Ipodecopa U ydu-
TeJba, HAYYHH CY PaJHUIM OOMYHO 3aHEMapeHH y
TOME TOrJeny, LITO Ce BUAM U MO0 TOME Ja je OBO
IpBa TakBa 3aceOHa myOnukanuja Hame kyhe. Ho,
nMajyhu y Buay 3Hadaj BacnheBux gema 3a OuBmry
JYTOCIIOBEHCKY M MPAauCTOPHjCcKy apxeonorujy E-
porie ¥ yTHIIa] Ha kY, Ka0 ¥ TO LITO j€ 1[0 CBOj paj-
HU BEK IPOBEO y APXEOIONIKOM MHCTHTYTY, CMa-
Tpaau cMo Ja je oBaj 300pHUK noBoaoM 80 roxnHa
KUBOTA jellaH CKPOMHH YHH HaIIe 3aXBaJTHOCTH 3a
CBe IITO je Aparu konera Bacuh yunnmo 3a apxeo-
norujy u UHCTHTYT.

Pactko Bacuh nmowcra mpejcraBiba BesnKa-
Ha CPIICKE U JYTOCIOBEHCKE apXeoJIoTHje, H3Pa3UTO
YBaKEHOT M LICEHCHOT, LITO je Y HEKY PYKY Y CyNpo-
THOCTH Ca FETOBOM CKPOMHOM W HEHAaMETJbUBOM
npuponoM. BacuheBo HaydHO, amy ¥ yMETHHYKO
00pa3oBame YECTO CE CYCTULANIO y HETOBUM IIp-
BUM pajJOoBHUMa, KaJla ce€ 0aBHO KaKO yMETHHYKUM
MPOTOMCTOPHjCKMM TE€MaMa, TaK0 W KOHKPETHHM
npobneMuMa TBO3IEHOT M OpoH3aHOr no0a jyro-
ncroune Esporne. I'onuHe paja U CTpy4Ha NMUTAkHA
o7iBeNIa Cy ra Ka MHOTMM (peHOMEHHMa Hallle Ipa-
HCTOPHjCKE apXeojoruje, o KOjux je HeKe M cam
neuHUCao, Al ce ¢ BpeMeHa Ha Bpeme Bpahao,
a yjelHO M OTKPHBAO IO Taja HE3alaXeHy yMeT-
HOCT TBO3/ieHOT 100a neHTpaiHor bankana. Camo
Y JISTUMHYAH IOTJIC/ Ha eroBy Onbmuorpadujy Ha
MOYETKY OBOT 300pHHKA TOBOPU O apXCOJOUIKHM
nojaBama koje je Bacuh ompeamno m mHTEpmperu-
pao, a CBOjUM 030MJbHUM W OJTOBOPHUM Hay4YHUM
pazoM W IOIHHUjUM ayTOPUTETOM yBeo y momahy
apxeosorujy. tberose npse monorpadwuje (Kyamyp-
He epyne cmapujez 28030eH0z 006a y Jyeociaguju u
The Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist
Republic of Serbia), nacraze Ha OCHOBaMa JOK-
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A complete affirmation in Yugoslav archae-
ology for colleague Vasi¢ was the invitation to
write no less than 13 chapters for the 5th volume
of the distinguished publication Praistorija jugo-
slavenskih zemalja, as one of the youngest authors,
dealing with less familiar subjects or subjects with
scarce background data, undetermined origin or un-
defined to a great extent. It can be said that even
nowadays, after more than 30 years, Vasi¢’s certain
syntheses from the aforementioned publication, re-
main the postulates for the Iron Age of the Central
Balkans. Another significant work of Rastko Vasic,
although often not emphasized enough, is the fact
that under the invitation of the academician Dra-
goslav Srejovi¢, he participated in writing of 150
separate units in the unique domestic archaeological
encyclopedia - Arheoloski leksikon — preistorija Ev-
rope, Afrike i Bliskog Istoka, grcka, etrurska i rim-
ska civilizacija, a paper that Yugoslav and Serbian
archaeology lacked for a number of decades. His in-
ternational reputation was confirmed by five mono-
graphs published within the prestigious Prdhisto-
rische Bronzefunde edition. In parallel with that,
through his advice and influence, as well as through
his scientific renown, he aided younger colleagues
to prepare the volumes for the same edition.

In that context, it is important to mention that
defending boards for magister or doctoral thesis
on the subject on Bronze and Iron Age could not
be imagined without the presence of the colleague
Vasi¢. On such occasions, not a single critique or a
bad word could be heard from Vasi¢, but positive
opinion and useful suggestions above all, so that
the candidate could properly prepare the thesis for
future publication. Rastko Vasi¢ has been a mem-
ber of the editorial board for the Starinar journal
for more than 40 years, as well as for many other
corpora and journals in the territory of southeastern
Europe. As a member of editorial staff or as a re-
viewer of papers and monographs, he would always
point out the qualities of the submitted material, and
if the other members of editorial staff or reviewers
decided to reject the material, his benevolent sug-
gestions would help in publishing each useful paper
after all, even in some other journal. Also, as a long-
time director of scientific projects at the Institute of
Archaeology, he would always do his best to help

TOpCKE JAWCepTaluje, U Jajbe Cy, HEKOJIHKO Jelie-
HHja HaKOH 00jaBJbUBAHA, IITHPAHO IITHBO.

[Motyny adupmanmjy y jyrociioBEHCKO]
apxeonoruju konera Bacuh noxuBeo je kama je
MO3BaH Ja, Kao jedaH on Tama Hajmimahux aytopa,
Hanuuie yak 13 noriassea 3a ToM V uyBeHe /lpauc-
mopuje jyeociasencKux 3emMasba, i TO Ha HEKe TeMe
0 KOjMa C€ Majio 3HaJI0 WM y BE3W C KOjuMa Cy
rojialy OMJITM IITYpPH, HEjaCHOT TOpeKia U J00puM
nenoM Heneduuucanu. Moxe ce pehu ja u nanHac,
HakoH 30 u BuIIe TonuHa, ojenuue Bacuhese cun-
T€3e M3 OBE CepHje U JaJbe OCTajy jeIUHH IOCTY-
JaTH TBO3ACHOT Ao00a mentpanHor bamkana. Jormn
jemaH 3HadajaH AONPHUHOC OBOTA THIA, YUHU C€,
HUje JOBOJHHO TIOMHIbAH Y J0CAIAIIHEM HErOBOM
pany, a TO je YMI-CHUIIA JIa j¢ Ha TIO3HMB aKaJeMUKa
HparociaBa CpejoBuha yuecTBOBao y W3pau Ipe-
ko 150 3ace0HMX jeTMHMIIA Y jeTMHCTBEHO] ToMaho)j
apXEOJIONIKO] EHIMKIONEANJU — ApXxeonowku ne-
Kcukon — npeucmopuja Eepone, Agppuxe u Bruckoe
UCMOKA, 2puKa, empypcKa U PUMCKA YUSUIU3AYU]d,
JIeNTy KOje je JIyTM HU3 JICLICHUja HeJ0CTajasio jyro-
CJIOBEHCKO] M CPIICKOj apXeoyoruju. MehyHaponau
yIlIe[ MOTBPAMO je ca MeT MOHorpaduja y mpec-
THKHO] enuuuju Prdhistorische Bronzefunde, nox
j€ Tapayie;THO CaBeTHMa M CBOJHM yTHIIajeM, Kao U
Hay4YHUM PEHOMEOM, omarao miahjum xosjerama aa
MIPUIIPEME CBOjE CBECKE 3a UCTY CIAUIIU]Y.

Y ToMe KOHTEKCTY, BAXKHO je TOMEHYTH Jia ce
0e3 konere Bacuha Hije MoTIIa 3aMUCIIUTH KOMUCH-
ja 3a ogOpaHy MarucTapckKux WIN JTOKTOPCKHUX JTU-
cepranyja Ha TeMy OpOH3aHOT WJIM CTapHjerT TBO3-
neHor no6a. Tom npuiIMKoM off Bera ce HUje Morya
YyTH MOKYy/a WM JiolIa ped, Beh HamacBe mo3uTHB-
HO MHIIJbCHE¢ M KOPHUCHE CYTeCTHje Kako OW KaH-
JUTaT CBOj€ AEJI0 aJleKBaTHO MpUIpeMuo 3a Oyayhe
o0jaBJbuBame. [Ipeko 40 roguHa 4aH je peaakiuje
CrapuHapa, Ka0 ¥ MHOTHX 300pHHKA W YacOIHCa
Ha mpocTopy jyroucroune EBpone. Kao uect unan
pelaKimja Wik PerieH3eHT pajioBa U MOHOTpadHja,
YBEK je UCTHIA0 KBAIUTETE TIPIIIOTA, & YKOIMKO O1
Ce OCTarak peaaKifje WK JAPYTH PEIeH3CHTH Of-
Y4 Ja ofA0ujy ayTopa, OH O cecBojuM Omaro-
HAKJIOHHM CyTeCTHjaMa TPYIUO Jia CBaKA KOPHCTaH
pan unax Oyzne 00jaBJbeH, 11a MaKap y HEKOM JIpyroM
yaconucy. Takohe, Kao TyroroJuImb1 PyKOBOJHIIALL
HAyYHHUX TIpojeKkara y ApPXCOJIONKOM WHCTUTYTY,



Foreword / YBox

young colleagues on each matter, never striking as a
boss or a superior.

Plenty of details on the private and profes-
sional life of Rastko Vasi¢, both as an archaeolo-
gist and painter and literate, can be found in the
continuation of this volume, which was one of the
ideas of the editors. Therefore, about 60 pages are
dedicated to his life and work, biography and a de-
tailed bibliography, while the interview is illustrated
with Vasi¢’s numerous paintings, selected by the
celebrant himself. Afterward, there is a collection
of papers dedicated to the colleague Vasi¢, written
in English, German, Russian and the ex-Yugoslav
languages, assorted chronologically. Unfortunately,
certain authors which were invited in agreement
with the celebrant did not respond, primarily due to
the poor health, so the editors once again point out
that they regret the situation, although on the other
hand, we are grateful and proud of the content of the
volume, on 33 authors of the papers, and the editori-
al board comprised of prominent names of the word
archaeology from nine different countries.

Through this volume, the editorial board
and the Institute of Archaeology would like to heart-
ily congratulate the jubilee to our colleague Vasi¢
and to wish him many more years in archacology.

Vojislav Filipovi¢
Aleksandar Bulatovi¢
Aleksandar Kapuran

TPYAHO ce a IOMOTHE MialiM KoJierama 1o CBUM
MATalkbUMa, He TIOCTaBJbajyhu ce MpUTOM Kao 1med.

MHoru nIetajbu O NMPHUBAaTHOM M mpodecu-
OHaJHOM >kuBoTy Pactka Bacuha u kao apxeoo-
ra, ¥ Kao CIMKapa W KIbIDKeBHUKA, MOTY ce Hahn
y HacTaBKy OBOT 300pHHKa, IITO je Ouia M jemHa
on uaeja npupehusaya. Crora je mpBUX IIe3/ECe-
Tak cTpaHa NMocBeheHO HEroBOM XXHMBOTY M pamy,
ouorpaduju u gerasbHOj OuOMMOrpaduju, OOK je
WHTEPBjy WIycTpoBaH Opojuum BacuheBum ciu-
Kama, o u300py camor ciaBibeHHKa. HakoH Tora
YIPWIMYEHH CypaJoBH nocBehenu koeru Bacuhy,
Ha CHIVICCKOM, HEMA4yKOM, PYCKOM M je3WIIMMa Ou-
Bmre JyrocimaBwje, mopehaHW IO XPOHOJIOIIKOM
pexy. Haxanocr, ojequHu ayTopu MO3BaHU Y KOH-
cyiTanyjama ca CIIaBJbeHHKOM HHCY C€ Of1a3Bajiu
MO3UBY, TIOIJIABUTO 300T HAPYIICHOT 3[PAaBCTBEHOT
CTama, Ia yPeTHUIH U OBOM IPHIMKOM HAIIOMUIbY
na »kaie 300T OBakBOTI pa3Boja cutyaruje. C npyre
CTpaHe, TOHOCHU CMO Ha capikaj 300pHUKa — KaKo
Ha 33 ayTopa nmpuiiora, Tako U Ha peAaKiyjy, y Kojoj
CYy BPXYHCKa UMCHA CBETCKE apXeoJIoTHje U3 JICBET
3emMasba.

Konern Bacwhy ypemuurm u ApXeoionku
WHCTUTYT OBUM 300pHHMKOM OJI CpIIa YECTUTA]y jyOu-
JIej ¥ JKeJe jOIT MHOTO TOMHA Pasia y apXeoJoTHjH.

BojuciaB ®wimnosuh
Anexcannap bynmatosuh
Anekcannap Kamypan



In the National Museum in Belgrade, 2018 (by Aca Pordevic)
Y Haponuom my3ejy, 2018. rongune (dporo Aua Hophesuh)
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Notes on several finds from the beginning of the
Early Iron Age in the Danube area

Daria Loznjak Dizdar

Abstract: This paper analyzes the chance finds from the left bank of the Vuka in Nustar, near
Vinkovci, in eastern Croatia. A bronze torque with T-shaped ends, a spear, pendants and a button
were discovered as surface finds along the Vuka, which is a tributary of the Danube and a natural
line of communication from the Danube area towards the west. The Nustar finds indicate micro-
topographic relationships with similar finds in the Danube area and complement the current data
on the distribution of torques with T-shaped ends, or spears with incised decorations. The finds,
which can be dated to the period from the later phase of the Late Bronze Age (Ha B1 phase) to
the beginning of the Early Iron Age (Ha Cla phase), prove hypotheses about the local shapes and
regional and multi-regional contacts.

Key words: torque, spear, pendants, button, “Thraco-Cimmerian sphere”, beginning of the Early Iron
Age, Danube area.

This paper analyzes the chance finds originating from the position of Budzak on the left
bank of the Vuka near Nustar (Fig. 1). They were found by Mirko Adzaga and stored in the City
Museum of Vinkovei.!

The NusStar finds

1. Torque, copper alloy. A fragment of a torque with a T-shaped ends and a knobbed bow.
Most of the torque has been preserved; the knobbed part has a circular cross-section, and the part
towards the T-terminal has a rectangular cross-section. The transition has a part with two discs and
four ribs. 12 knobs have been preserved. Torque cross-section: 18 cm. (P1. 1)

2. Spearhead, copper alloy. A fragment of a spearhead with a round socketed shaft, nar-
rowing towards the top, and a blade that is wider at the base. The top of the spearhead is missing.
The blade is decorated with two parallel incised lines. The shaft is decorated with three series of
incised lines in a reverse-V decoration and a combination of incised garlands and horizontal lines.
Dimensions: preserved spearhead height: 13,8 cm; socketed shaft diameter: 1.9-2.7 cm. (P1. 2)

3. Bead, copper alloy. A slightly biconical bead, hollow casted. Partly damaged. Bead
diameter: 2 cm; bead height: 1.3 cm. (PL. 3, 1)

4. Button, copper alloy. A rectangular button, divided in two by cuts during the casting.
Each part has four vertical relief ribs. The button has a strap-like loop in the lower part. Dimen-
sions: width: 2 cm; height: 2.1 cm. (PL. 3, 2)

5. Pendant, copper alloy. A round cast openwork pendant, with ten oval openings and a
strap-like loop on top. It has two incised circles at the bottom. Dimensions: diameter: 3.1 cm;
height: 2.7 cm. (P1. 3, 3)

'T am very thankful to the staff of the Archaeological Section of the City Museum of Vinkovci — Maja Krznari¢
Skrivanko, Anita Rapan Papesa, Hrvoje Vuli¢ and Boris Kratofil — for making the finds from Nustar available for
publication.

247



Papers in Honour of Rastko Vasi¢ 80" Birthday

6. Pendant, copper alloy. A round cast openwork pendant, with eight oval openings and
a strap-like loop on top. It has two incised circles at the bottom. Dimensions: diameter: 3 cm;
height: 3 cm. (P1. 3, 4)

\2ap
NS

VUKOVAR
NUSTAR ...,é‘

EAA -

=3
wad § 1" 3 -‘ /-/
i, U e : A LA

Map 1 — Syrmia, position of Nustar and other Syrmian sites mentioned in paper.

The most similar and geographically closest parallel to the torque from Nustar (P1. 1) is
the torque from Srijemska Raca,” which lacks data on the circumstances of the find. It cannot be
excluded that it is a torque from the same workshop, because they have very similar dimensions
and disk-shaped terminals. Another geographically close parallel is the torque with T-shaped ends
from the Sarengrad hoard; K. Vinski-Gasparini believed it could not be related to the inventory of
the Urnfield culture.’* Similar torques were found in the eastern Carpathian Basin.* Torques with
T-shaped ends were categorized by R. Vasi¢® according to their diameter; larger torques — those
with the diameter above 20 cm — and the torques between 15 and 20 cm are distributed in the north
in Srijem, western Serbia, Hungary and Romania. The last category consists of smaller torques
that have been recorded in the south, in Kosovo and southern Serbia. In the north, this kind of
torque is mostly known from hoards or chance finds, and a fragment of such a torque was found at
the site of Gradina on the Bosut and dated to the early 8th century BC.® Most of the torques from
the southern area of distribution were found in graves as part of costume sets.” One of the most
splendid specimens of torques with T-shaped ends was found at SinoSevi¢; this twisted torque is
additionally decorated with perforated pendants with endings in the shape of bird protomes. The
Sinosevic torque is also decorated with incised hatched triangles which are set between the twisted
part and the T-shaped ends.® The contemporary torques from Kecel and Zirovnica are decorated

2 Vinski, Vinski-Gasparini 1962, 272, fig. 67.

3 Vinski-Gasparini1973, 169, pl. 131, 19.

4 Vasi¢ 2010, pl. 40.

5 Vasi¢2010, 43.

¢ Vasi¢ 2010, 44, P1. 32, 218A; Medovi¢, Medovi¢ 2011, 66, Fig. 57, 3; Jevti¢ 2016, Fig. 1, 1c.
7 Vasi¢ 2010, 45.

$ Kromer 1976, 406-409, Fig. 1.
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in the same way.’ The Sinosevi¢ find was dated to the end of the Urnfield culture.'® The Sinosevic¢
find includes bell-shaped pendants, which were also found in the mass grave at Gomolava, and
spectacle fibulae with a figure of eight in the middle, which are also part of the Sarengrad hoard.""
R. Vasi¢ and A. Kapuran point out that some shapes from the Sarengrad hoard are related to the
Late Bronze Age in this area, while other shapes have relations with the east (hair decorations of
bronze sheet and harness).'? Details of decorations on torques and combinations of finds in hoards
where they have been found make it easier to date this specific type.

PIL. 1 — Nustar, torque (Martina Ronéevic).

Torques with T-shaped ends have been found in the Kecel hoard in southern Hungary,
which has not only two such torques, but also large spectacle fibulae, a fibula with knots on the
bow of the Danube variant, and saddle anklets.!* The hoard has been dated to the Ha B3 phase;'
its finds have many parallels in the hoards and graves of the Croatian Danube area. Torques with
T-shaped ends have been found in Syrmia, Serbia, Oltenia, Transylvania and Slovakia, and are
dated to the Ha B3 phase, while knobbed torques persist through the Ha C phase.!® This type of
torque is attributed by T. Kemenczei to variant D, with the north and central Balkans as the area
of distribution, and similar variants appear in the areas of Transylvania, Alfold and Slovakia.'®
Considering other finds in enclosed units with torques with T-shaped ends, it can be concluded

° Vasi¢ 1988, 1 passim, Fig. 2.

19 Kromer 1976, 406-409, Fig. 1.

' Kromer 1976, 407, fig. 2, 4-5, fig. 3, 2, 4-5.

12 Vasi¢, Kapuran 2007, 38.

13 Mozsolics 2000, 52-53, pl. 46, 1-2.

14 Mozsolics 2000, 9, 29.

'S Kemenczei 1988, 105, fig. 4, 1.

16 Kemenczei 2005, 84, pl. 23, B 5-6; pl. 37, 14.
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that they are related with the Srijem attire known from the Sarengrad hoard,'’mass grave II at Go-
molava'®and the graves of the Bosut group (e.g. in Vukovar'?). Maybe they should be considered
as a local form in the southern part of the central Danube region. A twisted torque with T-shaped
ends was found in the Po¢Gvadlo hoard in Slovakia, dated to the late Urnfield culture.?® There are
different opinions on the source location and the spread of ideas on creating torques with T-shaped
ends. Large and massive torques with T-shaped ends first appeared in the north, in Hungary and
Romania, and spread south in the late 8th and 7th centuries BC, perhaps by migration,?' with vari-
ous attempts to explain the differences in torques variants and the chronological inconsistency.

Torques with T-shaped ends appearead in the eastern Carpathian Basin and at the Balkans,
while torques with knots on the bow and bent ends are distributed in the west.?> Since the torque
from Srijemska Raca has a T-shaped ends, B. Terzan connected it with the twisted torques with
T-shaped ends from the so-called Thraco-Cimmerian hoards in the Danube area.”* Also, she con-
siders the torque from tumulus 5 from Bad Fischau? to be a latter variant of the Srijemska Raca
torque, which she believes to be the link between the twisted torques with T-shaped ends, which
she dates to the late 9th and 8th centuries BC, and the younger torques with a knobbed bow, which
are characteristic for the southeastern Alps (Terzan 1990, 179, Map 11).%

Torques with T-shaped ends are dated by R. Vasi¢ to the first phase of horizon 1 of the
Early Iron Age.” The Srijemska Raca torque, which is very similar to the Nustar torque, has been
chronologically linked by R. Vasi¢ to the two-looped fibulae with knots on the bow, from the con-
temporary hoards of Kecel and Bilvanesti,?’ pointing out that younger torques with smaller knobs
and bent ends are distributed across the northwest Balkans.”® The western Banat in Romania is
the source of 11 torques with knobs and a profiled part and plates at the end of the series like the
specimen from Nustar. This hoard is also dated to the series Vintu de Jos — Vaidei.”” The ends of
these torques are bent inwards, like the later example from Bad Fischau, and probably represent a
further development form of the specimens from Srijemska Raca and Nustar.

On the basis of the rare specimens of torques with T-shaped ends in Romania (Bilvanesti,
Vaidei),?® Croatia (Sarengrad),?' Serbia (Sino$evi¢)* and Slovakia, M. Novotna leaves open the
possibilities of whether these torques were intended to be worn in combination with other torques
or if they were the product of a specialized workshop.** R. Vasi¢ hypothesizes, on the basis of the
finds from Sarengrad, Srijemska Ra¢a and Sinosevié (even the new find from Nustar fits into this
hypothesis), about a nearby metallurgic workshop in eastern Slavonia, where the torques with T-
shaped ends could have been made. But he leaves open another possibility: that the workshop was
in Transylvania.** The Nustar torque, as well as the Srijemska Raca torque, which are the only two

17 Brun§mid 1900.

18 Tasi¢ 1972.

1 Vinski-Gasparini 1973, 164, pl. 125, 2; 12.

2 Novotna 1984, 38-39, pl. 45, 281-281A.

2! Vasi¢, Kapuran 2007, 38.

22 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 446, fig. 193.

2 Terzan 1990, 99.

24 The Bad Fischau torque is also massive, but it has more knobs and a larger diameter.
% Terzan 1990, 179, map 11.

26 Vasi¢ 1977, 11.

7 Vasi¢ 2010, 45.

2 Vasi¢ 2010, 45, f.n. 6.

2 Petrescu-Dimbovita 1977, 161-162, pl. 384, 1-8.
30 Petrescu-Dimbovita 1977, pl. 396, 3; pl. 390, 1-2.
31 Bruns$mid 1900, pl. 11, 1-1a.

32 Kromer 1976.

3 Novotna 1984, 39.

3 Vasi¢ 2010, 46.
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specimens with a knobbed bow and a T-shaped ends, were both chance finds. Therefore, they are
dated to a more recent period than the twisted torques with the T-shaped ends, but it is not exclud-
ed that they partly overlap (the Kecel hoard), so he relates them with the horizon of the knobbed
bow fibulae, as they even have a style of production that is similar to the torques, which end with
a disk just like the fibulae. According to R. Vasi¢,* it would be contemporary with the Kecel and

Balvénesti hoards, which already contain
knobbed bow fibulae and are dated to ho-
rizon VI of the hoards in Hungary and
Romania. C. Metzner-Nebelsick made a
chronological division of horizon VI of
Romanian hoards into an older one and a
younger one, dating the Balvanesti hoard
to phase Vla, or to Ha Cla according to
Ch. Pare, 8th century BC.*

Two known specimens of bronze
torques with knobs and T-shaped ends
have been found in western Srijem (Sri-
jemska Raca and Nustar) and, according
to comparisons, can be dated to the Early
Iron Age, the Ha Cla phase, or the 8th
century BC.

The most similar parallel to the
spearhead from Nustar (Pl. 2), in regard
to shape and decoration, is the spearhead
from Musja Jama in Skocjan, a find dat-
ed by M. Gustin to the phases of Notran-
jska I and IIa.*” The finds in Mus§ja Jama
included several spearheads decorated in
a similar style, dated to the Notranjska
I phase (Ha B phase). Interestingly, the
spearheads are broken along the middle
of the blade, similarly to the Nustar spec-
imen.*® Musja Jama near Skocjan is dat-
ed, according to P. Turk, to horizon IV of
the hoards, which corresponds to phase
V according to K. Vinski-Gasparini.** S.
Gabrovec dated Musja Jama to the entire
Ha B period, up to the beginning of the

<C=
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Pl. 2 — Nustar, spearhead (Martina Roncevic).

Iron Age.”* There is a similar decoration on the bottom of the socketed spear shaft from grave
I/1911 in Velika Gorica and the mount of the spear socket (Lanzenschue).*' It makes a stylistic
whole together with the sword and the dagger.* Grave I/1911 has been dated to the early Ha B
phase.* A similar spearhead, decorated with incised lines and garlands, was found in the Romand

3 Vasi¢ 2010, 45.
3¢ Metzner-Nebelsick 2005, 328, fig. 5.
37 Gustin 1979, 31, pl. C, 27, 29.

3 Szombathy 1913, 137, fig. 27; Gustin 1979, 25, pl. B, 16; pl. C.

¥ Turk 1996, 115.

40 Gabrovec1983, 82.

! Vinski-Gasparini 1973, pl. 103, 2-3.
2 Vinski-Gasparini 1983, 589.

* Vinski-Gasparini 1973, 156.
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hoard.* Spearheads decorated with such a combined motive of waves and straight lines on the
shaft are distributed across the western Alpine area of pile dwellings and in northern and western
Europe,* with particular finds more to the south, in Slovenia and Spain, dated to Ha B1 and Ha
B2 phases.* Spearheads decorated in such a way are attributed by B. TerZan to the symbols of
military elites from the area of northwest Alps.*” The specimen from Nustar, according to the cur-
rent state of research, is the farthest southeastern find of a spearhead decorated in this way.

The Nustar spearhead matches the type with a rhombic cross-section, which chronologi-
cally belongs to the older phase of the Late Bronze Age, but these decorated spearheads have been
dated to the early Ha B phase, with the majority found in hoards.*® In the younger phase of the
Urnfield culture, spearheads are a frequent find in graves, but there is a difference regarding the
area where spearheads are placed in graves. While the region in the older phase of the Urnfield
culture was the area north and east of the Alps, the region in the younger phase of the Urnfield
culture was the area of southeast Alps (Novo Mesto — Mestne Njive, grave 186; Velika Gorica
grave 1/1910, grave 1/1911; Dobova grave 69; Rifnik grave 1903/41).%

Cast bronze beads (PI. 3, 1), which were worn as a pendant, were characteristic for male
graves in the Early Iron Age as part of various pendants hanging on the belt together with a whet-
stone, weapons (e.g. axes or a dagger) and/or a knife.”® C. Metzner-Nebelsick believes that the
beads, just like the whetstone, had the role of a status symbol, and identifies them as male goods.*!
Bronze and iron beads are distributed across a wide area, from the Carpathian Plain to the Alpine
region, the Balkans, Greece, all the way to the Ukrainian and north Pontic steppes. Bronze beads
are particularly frequent in the Croatian Danube region and at Glasinac.’? The specimen of the
bead from Nustar corresponds with the size of the beads appearing in the Balkan, Carpathian and
eastern Alpine areas, usually in a burial context, with the exceptions of the Rujiste hoard in Ser-
bia, dated to phase VI of the hoards,* and the Greek sanctuaries.**

A belt decoration or a part of harness decorations: that was the possible role of the rectan-
gular button found in Nustar (PL. 3, 2). The closest parallel to the Nustar button is the so-called
find 1 from Bacs Bodrog county,*® dated by Ch. Pare to horizon VI of the hoards, that is, to the
8th century BC.** Another similar parallel has been found in cremation grave 4 in Krizna Gora
in Slovenia, but it has differences in the small hole, the loop, and the weaker profile of the upper
part.’” Grave 4 has been dated to phase Ila of the cemetery; according to M. Urleb, it corresponds
with phase Podzemelj 2, or B phase. Terzan uses the fragment of a fibula to date the grave to an
earlier period: the second half of the 8th century BC.”

Buttons which are similar, but more strongly profiled with pointed ends on vertical ribs,
have been found in inhumation grave 1 in Sarengrad® and in grave 17 at the Vajuga Pesak cem-

4 Németh, Torma 1965, 82, III. k. 2; Mozsolics 2000, pl. 84, 3.

4 Hundt 1978, 139, fig. 13.

“ Deicke 2011, 74, fig. 67.

47 Terzan et al. 2016, 380, fig. 140.

8 Vasi¢ 2015, 42-45, pl. 6, 77-83; pl. 7, 84-92; Terzan et al. 2016, 74, pl. 2, 3-4.

4 Clausing 1999, 373-374, fig. 26, Liste 6.

50 A reconstruction of a male belt, based on the find from grave 9/2 at Sajevec in Dolenjska, and dated to Podzemelj 2
phase, was presented by Gustin, Preloznik (2005, fig. 20A, B).

31 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 402.

52 Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 402, fig. 180.

53 Vasi¢ 1977, pl. 11, 4; 1982, 282.

3% Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 403.

3 Foltiny 1961, pl. 66, 6; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, pl. 117, 10.

56 Pare 1998, 376, app. 1V, 66.

57 Urleb 1974, pl. 2, 10.

s Urleb 1974, 34, fig. 14.

5% Terzan 1987, 15-16, fig. 8.

¢ Balen-Letuni¢ 2004, pl. 5, 4-5.
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etery, which has been dated to the 8th century BC.%! T. Kemenczei presents a button which is more
elongated, with narrower and wider dimensions than the one from Nustar, as one of the finds from
the grave in urn 1 at Doroslovo.®? Neither the grave nor the finds were cited in the publication of
the explored part of the Doroslovo cemetery by D. Trajkovi¢.®® If the find cited by T. Kemenczei is
a whole, the bridle straps date it to a later period — ceramic horizon IV, according C. Metzner-Ne-
besick.** We believe that the Nustar but-
ton can be dated to the period of the most
similar find from Bacs Bodrog: phase VI
of the hoards, or the Ha Cla phase.

The closest and most similar par-
allel to the round cast openwork pen-
dants from Nustar (P1. 3, 3-4) is known
from Dalj, but it is hard to determine
chronologically without the context of
the find.® Along with the find from Dalj
and two specimens from Nustar, similar
specimens are known from the Holihrady
hoard in Ukraine, where such a pendant
was the central part of a phalera® and
in the Vintu de Jos I hoard.”” Such pen-
dants have been found in the Cellddmdolk
hoard,®® while A. Mozsolics cites the find
under the name of Simasag in northwest
Hungary, dating it to the Biikkszenlaszlo
horizon.® A similar pendant has been
recorded on a phalera from an unknown
site in Hungary.” Such a pendant has
also been found on a phalera from the
RozZanci hoard in northern Serbia.”! Par-
allels to the Nustar pendants have been
recorded in the west too, e.g. in Bex in
Switzerland.” Pendants of that type have
been attributed to the so-called Thraco-
Cimmerian pendants by J. Bouzek.” T.
Kemenczei dates the pendants to the pe-

riod from the 8th to the 6th century BC.™ ¢ B e
This type of pendants can be dated more Pl. 3 — Nustar, 1 bead, 2 button, 3-4 pendants
precisely with a larger number of en- (Martina Roncevi¢).

! Popovi¢, Vukmanovic¢ 1998, 79, 106, pl. 18, 31.
2 Kemenczei 2005, 129, pl. 9, 6.

 Trajkovi¢ 2008.

¢ Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, fig. 163.

% Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 447, pl. 101, 6

% Bouzek 1971, 85-86, fig. 12, 11; Metzner-Nebesick 2002, fig. 161, B.
7 Popa, Berciu 1964, 88, fig. 1, 2.

% Kemenczei 2005, 86, pl. 17B, 2.

% Mozsolics 2010, 74, pl. 89, 5.

7 Mozsolics 2010, pl. 51, 4.

7 Vasi¢ 1977, 10-11, pl. 3, 11.

2 Bouzek 1971, 91, fig. 15, 3.

3 Bouzek 1971, 85-86, fig. 17.

™ Kemenczei 2005, 86, pl. 17B, 2.
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closed units with such finds. We believe that the find from Vintu de Jos I and the Cellddmé6lk and
Rozanci hoards provide a good base for dating these finds to horizon VI of the hoards according
to Ch. Pare.”

The chance finds from Nustar do not have a certain context or detailed information on the
distances where they have been found. Considering the chronological range of different finds
from the early Ha B phase in case of the spear to the beginning of the Early Iron Age, which is
the dating of the torques, it is hard to hypothesize on the type of site. As it has been pointed out
already, torques with T-shaped ends in this area are usually found in hoards; this fact, along with
the spear that was broken in the same ordered way as the one in Mus§ja Jama, might indicate an
isolated hoard, with the spear being much older than other finds that arrived to the Museum. The
contents of this assumed hoard could well include the round cast openwork pendants and the
bronze bead. However, beads and buttons are more frequently found in graves, so there is still the
possibility that a cemetery on the left bank of the Vuka near Nustar was destroyed by plowing.
The distribution of the finds shows the importance of the southern part of the central Danube area
as a crossroads near the confluence of the large rivers flowing through the southern Pannonian
Plain, and the importance of local routes along the valleys of smaller rivers like the Vuka, as the
finds were discovered close to it.

A torque that can be attributed to local workshops, a spear from the Western European
sphere, and harness decorations that are widespread across Eastern Europe: all this indicates the
overlapping of distribution areas of specific objects and their use in a local context.

A chronologically interesting find is the T-torque with knobs from Nustar, which was ana-
lyzed several times by honoree Dr. Rastko Vasi¢.”® As he pointed out, the hoard horizon containing
T-torques can be divided according to the finds of fibulae into an older one (spectacle fibulae) and a
younger one (two-looped fibulae with a knobbed bow), but he qualified it with a reserve about the
state of research and included the possibility of finding units with both types of fibulae. The torque
with knobs from Srijemska Raca was associated by him to none other than the double-looped
fibulae with a knobbed bow, and he pointed out that they were contemporary.”” The Kecel hoard
in Hungary” included twisted T-torques with spectacle fibulae and a fragment of a double-looped
fibula with four knobs on the bow. The hoard has been dated to the Biikkszentlaszl6 horizon,” or
horizon VI of the hoards according to Ch. Pare.* He draws a parallel between horizon VI of the
hoards and the period of the Basarabi culture, which has been pointed out in literature in the case
of enclosed units,® such as mass grave II at Gomolava, where numerous finds indicate that it is
contemporary with the Sarengrad hoard and the Sino$evi¢ find. All this points to the possibility
of more detailed chronological classifications within horizon VI of the hoards. The known speci-
mens from mass grave I at Gomolava have the closest and most similar parallels in the Sarengrad
hoard; according to the entire assemblage of both enclosed units, they can be dated to the late 9th
century BC.32 We should also take into account the discovery of the same spectacle fibulae as in
the Gomolava mass grave and grave 202 from Vukovar Lijeva Bara, in the Vintu de Jos I1I hoard,
where such fibulae were found together with a Danube variant fibula with knots on the bow,* in

> Pare 1998, 370-371.

76 Vasi¢1977; 1988; 2010.

7 Vasi¢ 2010, 62.

8 Mozsolics 2000, pl. 46.

7 Mozsolics 2000, 52-53.

8 Pare 1998, 370.

81 Vasi¢ 1977; Metzner-Nebelsick 2002.

82 Pare 1998, 410. The later dating of the Sarengrad hoard to the early 8th century BC by C. Metzner-Nebelsick accord-
ing to the find of rod-like bridle straps of type Ie can be taken into account (2002), but earlier dating is supported by
the attire, which is well documented in mass grave II at Gomolava together with Kalakaca-phase ceramics (Tasi¢
1972, fig. 4).

8 Aldea, Ciugudean 1995, 217, fig. 1, 12; fig. 2, 13. Such a fibula was also found on the warrior in grave 269 in Vukovar
(Vinski-Gasparini 1973, pl. 125, 2).
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the Alba Iulia hoard,* and in the Kecel hoard.® The connection between this sphere of hoards and
the Syrmian finds from Gomolava and Sarengrad was already indicated by M. Novotna, who dated
them to the Ha B3/Ha C1 phase, pointing out the longer use of spectacle fibulae.®

The double-looped fibulae with a knobbed bow of the Danube variant are dated to horizon
1 of the early Iron Age by R. Vasi¢, who compares them to the dating of S. Gabrovac for the Vace
type,*” and the datings of T. Bader for the area of Romania and of D. Gergova for the area of
Bulgaria to the late 8th and early 7th century BC.% He also points out the dating to the mid-8th
century BC for the finds of fibulae with a knobbed bow in the Greek area.® C. Metzner-Nebelsick
dates this type of fibulae to ceramic horizon Illa, or to the Ha Cla period according to Ch. Pare
(800-730/720 BC).” B. Terzan put forward the interesting theory that the entire series of fibulae
with a knobbed bow, which is distributed across the Balkans and the southeastern Carpathian
Basin, appeared as an imitation of the fibulae from the Michatkow hoard.”" B. Terzan dates these
types of fibulae to the late 9th century and the first half of the 8th century, and not later than the
mid-8th century BC.2 The Sarengrad hoard, containing a torque with T-shaped ends and spectacle
fibulae, is dated by B. Terzan to the late 9th and early 8th century BC at the latest.”® The mentioned
dating to horizon VI of the hoards and the varied datings of the appearance of double-looped fibu-
lae with a knobbed bow allow for the possibility of a subtler chronological classification within
horizon VI. When dating horizons V and VI, R. Vasi¢ pointed out that it should not be completely
synchronized with the Romanian horizons of Somartin-Vetis and Bilvanesti-Vint,”* which was
later done in global chronologies® and came into use.” In the local divisions of Romanian hoards,
C. Metzner-Nebesick noticed the difference and separated the older hoards from the younger ones
within horizon VI of the hoards, but according to the shapes of the axes.”” These considerations
based on chance finds and areas of distribution of specific types of finds indicate the constant
need to question and refine the dating of chronological phases when the state of research makes
it possible, primarily for enclosed units, which is not the case with the Nustar finds. Honoree Dr.
Rastko Vasi¢ has been an indefatigable researcher in such refined matters.

In his self-effacing studies of separate types of finds (sickles, pins, fibulae, torques, spears)
over many years, which resulted in an exceptional number of papers and five volumes of Prihis-
torische Bronzefunde,” R. Vasi¢ provided his thoughts and ideas on detailed chronological dating
by type according to enclosed units, generously sharing his mastery of this fundamental archeo-
logical skill with the general public. His conclusions and thorough analyses often became impor-
tant key milestones in the research of the archeological material of the Bronze and Iron Ages in
southeast Europe, which makes his opus an essential resource for future studies.

Translated by Marko Maras

8 Petrescu-Dimbovita 1977, pl. 380.

8 Mozsolics 2000, pl. 46, 3-5.

% Novotna 1988, 63.
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8 Vasi¢ 1999, 61-62.
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% Metzner-Nebelsick 2002, 415, fig. 184.
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