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PAHO XPMHIITHAHCTBO HA IIMECY

Topmana JEPEMIU'h

Ennkruma o Bepckoj Tonepanumju napesa lamepuja (311. roguue) u Koncrantnaa I (313. ro-
IuHe), OUTIO je KO3BO/BEHO CTOOOHO MCIOBeame XpUCTOBe Bepe, YiMe je XpuIIhaHCKOj 3ajeHIIN
oMmoryheH MHCTUTYLMOHA/IHY PasBoj ¥ MPOCIIEPUTET Y YMETHIYKOM Vi TPAJUTE/HCKOM CTBAPAJIALITBY.
Y yp6anuM LieHTpuMa ce MOAVKY IpBe 6asuinke, a BaH IpafcKux Oemema (extra muros) ce popmu-
Pajy HeKpoIoJe ca LpKBaMa Koje CIy>Ke KyITy MPTBUX.

I[Iponec xpuctujaHusanuje y cpenmeM IlomyHaB/by 3amodeT je pelaTMBHO KAacCHO Y OJHOCY
Ha jy>xH) fleo bankana, y koMme je mpucyTtan of I Bexa H.e. Meby HajcTapujuma cy mogany o paHuM
xpuithannma y fo6a [Inoxnenujana (284-305), Koju X je CUCTeMATCKU 1 BeoMa OpyTalHO IIPOrOHMO,
HApOYMTO CBEIITEHVKe, Ka0 M PUMCKe BOjHMKE CTAl[IOHMpaHe y cpefmeM llomyHaBmby, Koju cy ce
CYTNpOTCTaB/balu MaraHcKuM obuuajuma Onuckum 1apy.! UMs Cunrmaynyma notumde sehm 6poj
Maprupa us JnoknenyujaHoBor BpeMeHa, Mehy kojuma cy hakon Donatus, diaconicus sanctae ecclesi-
ae Singidoniensis,> cBemtenuk Montanus ca cBojoM cynpyrom Makcumom (Maxima), a HEKOMMKO
roAVHa KacHMje Iory6/beHa cy jour asa, Xepmun (Hermylus) u Crpatonuk (Stratonicus), 4uja cy Tena
UCIUIMBAsIa HU3BOAHO of CHHIMAYHYMa, Ha MECTY Ifie CY U caxpameHy, MoxKaa y Bunmwuim (Ad Oc-
tavum) nnmm bpecToBuKy.

Ennckonu CuHIMpyHyMa MManu Cy BaKHY y/lIOry y UpkseHoj momutuuy Ilapctsa Tokom IV
BeKa. 3a BpeMe fyror cryxbosamwa Ypsauuja (Ursacius; Ursatius a Singiduno) n meroBor HaclaegHMKa
CexyHpujana (Secundianus), 6UI0 je IIMPOKO PacIpPOCTPamEeHO apMjaHCKO yueme, He camo y Iloxy-
HaBJ/by Hero 1 y fenosuma Vnupuka, Vitanuju, lanuju n Ha VIcToKy, a cam Ypsanuje je uMao yTuiaja
Ha napa Koncrannuja II. 3a To Bpeme, y Bumnuaumjymy cy 6mnm aktuBHu enuckonu Amantius u Ku-
pujak (Cyriacus Mysiae), TOOOPHUIV HUKEjCKOT yuemwa. Y BpeMe JyctuHMjaHa, y VI Beky, 06HOB/beHa
CYy BepCKa CeIUIITa Ha JIMMECY, eIMCKONNja Y BuMuHanmjymy je ysguruyTa y paHT MUTPOIO/N)E, a KO-
uwio je u o oprydHe 60p6e mporus BoHOCOBE jepecn, y K0joj ce mocebHO ucTakao emmckon Akpa.>

ApXeo/IoLIKM OCTaIM IIPKBEHe apXUTEKType U3 Mepyoja paHor XpuirhaHcTBa cy ManoOpOjHIL.
O panum npkBama y CuHrUayHyMy ¥ BuMMHanujymy HeMa IOy3[JaHMX IOflaTaka, IITO je IOoC/IefuIa
HEJIOBO/bHE NPOYYEHOCTH OBE fIBe MeTponone. VI3 BuMunanujyma nmotude nocpefHu lokas o 3aBp-

1 Zeiller 1967, 53-108.
2 Zeiller 1967, 75-76, 78.
3 Popovi¢ 1967, 37, note 69.
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EARLY CHRISTIANITY ON THE LIMES

Gordana JEREMIC

The edicts of tolerance of Roman emperors Galerius (from year 311) and Constantine I (313)
granted the freedom to engage in Christian religious practices, thus enabling the Christian commu-
nity to develop its institutions and prosper in arts and architecture. First basilicas appear in urban
centers, while necropolises with churches to venerate cult of the dead begin to emerge outside the
city ramparts (extra muros).

The process of Christianization in the middle Danube region started somewhat later than in
the southern part of the Balkans, where it began in the 1* century AD. Some of the earliest data
about Early Christians come from the time of Diocletian (284-305), who persecuted them fero-
ciously and systematically, especially the priests and the Roman soldiers deployed in the middle
Danube region who opposed to the pagan customs endorsed by the Emperor.! Many martyrs
from Diocletian’s reign come from Singidunum-deacon Donatus, diaconicus sanctae ecclesiae Singi-
doniensis,> priest Montanus with his wife Maxima (Maxima), while a couple of years later two
more were executed— Hermylus and Stratonicus, whose bodies floated to the surface downstream
from Singidunum and were buried at that place, possibly in Visnjica (Ad Octavum) or Brestovik.

The bishops from Singidunum had a significant role in the ecclesiastical policies of the Em-
pire during the 4" century. During the long service of Ursacius (Ursacius; Ursatius a Singiduno) and
his successor Secundianus, Arianism was widespread not only in the Danube region, but also in
parts of Illyricum, Italy, Gaul and on the East, while Ursacius himself was an influence on Empire
Constantius II. Meanwhile, bishops Amantius and Cyriacus (Cyriacus Mpysiae), Nicaeanism advo-
cates, were in service in Viminacium. During the reign of emperor Justinian, in the 6™ century, the
episcopal sees along the Limes were restored, the episcopacy in Viminacium rose to the rank of
metropolitan archdiocese, and a decisive battle against the heresy of Bonosus took place, in which
the bishop of Aquae played an especially significant role.?

The archaeological remains of church architecture from the period of Early Christianity are
not numerous. There are no reliable data about the early churches in Singidunum and Viminacium,
since these two metropolises are still insufficiently researched. An indirect evidence of the finalized

1 Zeiller 1967, 53-108.
2 Zeiller 1967, 75-76, 78.
3 Popovi¢ 1967, 37, note 69.
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IIETKY Tpajibe L[PKBe Ha IPafiCKOj TEPUTOPUjM — HATINC HA HOJHO] OIELV, KOj) Cy ype3anu pagHu-
1y (artifices), Tpaxkehn 67arocnos 3a saBpuerak nocna y cnasy locrony: Cristus (!) deus dei / filius
custodiat / artefices (1) om/nes qui hoc/ [o]pus fecerunt / in domino.*

O uHTeH3NTeTy Tpajitbe LIPKaBa U BUXOBOM U3IVIefly ¥ ob6macTu IlofgyHaB/ba 3Ha ce HELITO BUILIE
3axBajpyjyhu samrtuTHMM ncTpaxusamuma npe usrpagmwe XE ,DHepman” I n II. VickonaBamuma cy
OTKPMBEHM TeMe/bHU OCTalM Lpkasa y yrBphewy Uesaa (Novae), y Jowem Mwunanosuy (Taliata),
Bomeruny (Smorna) n Bajyru-Kapaynu. Peu je o jenHoOponHuM rpaheBnHaMa ca MambuM HapTEKCOM,
Ca y/1a30M Ha 3allaJiHOj CTPAHU M jefHMM J/IM [IBa aHeKCa, Hajdenrhe Ha jy>kHoj cTpanu. Y npksu y Ta-
NMjaTH, y ONTapCcKOM feny je 6uo osupmanu 6anax (subselium), nok cy y Hoama n CMopHu mocTojasne
3upaHe kpctuonnue (baptisterium). OBe LpKBe cy 6uie mogurHyTe y BpeMe Jyctunnjana I (527-565),
BEPOBAaTHO TOKOM IeroBe 06HoBe miMeca 40-ux roguHa VI Beka, any cy cTpasiazie KpajeM MCTOT BeKa,
y ynaguma Asapa n ClioBeHa IIpeKO I'PAHNUIIE.

Masno6pojuu cy rpo6oBu U rpoOHMIIe ca IPUKa3aHUM jaCHUM XpuithaHckum cumbonuma (Kp-
CTOBM, IIPECTaBe pPaja ca PacTUIEM ¥ >KUBOTHHAMa, HeOECKU ¥ 3eMa/bCKM JIOB M CIMYHO). TakBu
IpUMepH Cy 3abelexeHn Y CIMKapcTBy rpooHma y Bummunanujymy u Cmenepesy (Vinceia), a Ha rpapi-
CKUM HeKpononama CuHrusyHyMa u BuHieje oTKpuBeHM Cy KaMeHU U OJIOBHM capKodasy Koju Hoce
HefIBOCMICIeHa xpuithaHcka obenexja. Y CunrunyHymy cy HabeHna mBa xpuihaHcka ClloMeHMKa U3
IV Beka, ¢ IpeficTaBaMa 13 IMKIyca IPOPOKa JoHe: KaMeHM capKodar ca IpoCTOpa jyrouCTOYHe He-
KPOIIOJIe ¥ Majia OI0OBHA ITOCY/ia Ca PefyKOBaHOM ciieHoM (puba n3melyy fBe TMKBe) ca ncTe HEeKpoIO-
Jie, OTKpMBeHa y Tpo6y kox Baran yamuje.’ OBOj HEKPOIONY IPUIIAJIA ¥ OJIOBHU CAPKOQATr C TPefCcTa-
BaMa KpCToBa Ha noksomniy. VI3 Mysejckux Konekiuja y beorpajgy musasajamo fiBe namiie, OpoH3aHy u
KepaMIuKy, ca xpuinhackum cuM6o1mma (Ipika y o01mKy Kpcra, ABa OpHATa ¢ MPefCTaBOM KpCTa),
naroBaHe y V-VI Bek, Kao 1 06po ouyBaH KaHTap u3 VI Beka, ca Harmycom (+ITAITAKESOIKONOM
OY+/+KYRS®IA(IKO)C+) u Terom y o6nuky 6ucte BUsaHTHjcKe Lapuiie.®

BaskaH Jieo IIpKBEHOT MHBEHTapa YVMHE IpeMeTI Off INIEMEHUTHX MeTaJla, KopullheHn y TuTyp-
rujcke cBpxe. VI3 Bumunanujyma notude rpymna cpebpHor nmuryprujckor nocyba n3 VI Beka, koja ce
CacToju Of TeT Mexapa Ha BUCOKO] IVIMHAPUYHO] CTOMN,” 9eTHPH 3/e/le PasmuuuTuX npoduanuja,
ca ypesaHMM XPUCTOTpaMMMa, IleYaTyMa ¢ KPCTOBUMA i MOHOIPAMOM y OO/IMKY KpPCTa, ca Kpaluma
Koju ce 3aBpiuaBajy cnosuma Z O C A. [Tocyze kapakTepuily jeTHOCTaBHOCT pOpMe, PeLyKOBaHU Op-
HAaMEHT U M3paja off HemrTo ynomujer cpebpa. CeTy mpunapajy n Tpu cpebpHe Kallnke Koje Ha IIpenasy
IpIIKEe Y PELUIINMjE€HT MMajy UJAEeHTIYaH MOHOTPAM Y IMTaTyPH, KOjJ Cé MOXKe TIPOYNTATH Kao Aenneus.

[IpenmeTy mpuBaTHe HOOOXKHOCTH 3abe/ie)kKeHN CY Ha HU3Y HanasuiTa y oomactu [TogyHasma. O
XPUCTHjaHU3ALMjU BOjCKe HajOo/be CBefjoUe ABe allIMKallMje 3a IJIeM, Ca XpUCTOrpaMoM, jefiHa HabeHa
y Tpoby MylIKapIia, MOX/ia WiaHa I0cajje OCMaTpadHuIie Y MaHaCTI/Ipy,8 a gpyra y Bummunanujymy,
HEeINO3HATUX yCI0Ba Hanmasa.’ Vs IIpaxoBa (Aquae) notude kpcroobpasHa Pubyna ca XpUCTOrpaMoOM
Ha JHY crore, !0 KOjy je MOX/Ia TOfeNNO HEKM Iap y gpyroj nonosyuHu IV Beka, MOBOOM TONUIIIbNLLE

4 Mirkovié 1986, no. 216.

5 Banrtposuh 1886, 70; Idem 1891, 142; Pilipovi¢, Milanovi¢ 2016, 220; Jeremi¢, Ili¢ 2018, y mpunpemun.
6 Byjosuh 2014, 166-168.

7 Ilomosuh 1994, kar. 277-281

8 Munuh 1984, 153.

9 Vujovi¢ 2013, 33-38.

10 ITomosmh 2001, xar. 89, ci. 15; Petkovié¢ 2010, 261.
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construction of a church on the area of the city comes from Viminacium- it is an inscription on a
floor tile, itched by the construction workers (artifices), who ask for the blessing of the completion
of their work to the glory of God: Cristus (!) deus dei / filius custodiat / artefices (!) om/nes qui hoc/
[o]pus fecerunt / in domino.*

Thanks to the rescue research carried out prior to the construction of Iron Gate I and II hydro-
power plants, we now know more about the intensity of church building and the way these structures
looked. The excavations unearthed the remains of churches’ foundations in Cezava fort (Novae), in
Donji Milanovac (Taliata), Boljetin (Smorna) and Vajuga-Karaula. These are single-naved structures
with a smaller nartex, an entrance on the west side and one or two annexes, most often on the south
side. In the church in Taliata, in the altar area, there was a stall structure (subselium), whereas in Novae
and Smorna there were baptistery structures (baptisterium). These churches were erected during the
reign of Justinian I (527-565), likely during his renewal of the Limes in the 40s of the 6™ century, but
were demolished around the end of that same century, in the onrush of the Avars and Slavs.

Graves and tombs with self-evident representations of Christian symbols (crosses, paradisiacal
representations with plants and animals, celestial and earthly hunt etc.) are rare. Such examples have
been registered among the tomb paintings in Viminacium and Smederevo (Vinceia), while stone and
lead sarcophagi with indisputably Christian designations were discovered in the city necropolises of
Singidunum and Vinceia. Two Christian artefacts from the 4™ century, with the representations from
the Book of Jonah, have been found in Singidunum: a stone sarcophagus from the area of the northern
necropolis and a small lead vessel with a reduced scene (a fish between two squashes) from the south-
east necropolis, discovered in a tomb near Batal mosque.” A lead sarcophagus with representations
of crosses on the lid also belongs to this necropolis. From the museum collections in Belgrade, we
could set apart two lamps, a bronze and a ceramic one, with Christian symbols (the cross-shaped
handle, ornate with cross representations), dated to the 5"-6" century, and a well-preserved steelyard
balance from the 6™ century, with the inscription (+IIAIIJAKESOIKONOMOY+/+KYRS®IA(IKO)C+)
and a weigh in the form of the Byzantine Empress’s bust.®

Objects made of precious metals constitute an important part of church inventory, used in lit-
urgy. A set of silver liturgical vessels from the 6th century comes from Viminacium, and it consists
of five goblets on a tall cylindrical foot,” four bowls with different profiles, with incised Christo-
grams, stamps with crosses, and a cross-shaped monogram whose crossbars end in letters Z O C
A. The vessels are characterized by simple form, reduced ornamentation and the silver of somewhat
poorer quality. Three silver spoons with an identical ligature monogram placed where the handle
merges into the recipient, which could be read as Aenneus, also belong to this set.

The objects for private worship have been discovered at a number of sites along the Danube.
Two helmet applications with Christogram best testify to the Christianization of the Roman army;
one of them was found in the grave of a man, possibly the member of the watchtower garrison in
Manastir,8 the other one in Viminacium, with unknown circumstances of the find.® A cross-

Mirkovi¢ 1986, no. 216.

Banrtposuh 1886, 70; Idem 1891, 142; Pilipovi¢, Milanovi¢ 2016, 220; Jeremi¢, Ili¢ 2018, in preparation.
Byjosuh 2014, 166-168.

TlonoBuh 1994, xar. 277-281

Muunh 1984, 153.

Vujovic¢ 2013, 33-38.
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Wi fpxaBHe cBedaHocTy. Oubyma je Moxkpa 6maa feo TpOOHOr VHBEHTapa, 3ajefHO Ca JHOM
cTakjeHor cyga pabenor y rexuuru fondi doro, ca Harimcom VIVAS IN DEO. V yrBphemy y Xajayukoj
BofeHuIY, y cnojy u3 VI Beka, HaheHa je 6ponsana ¢ubyna ca mocyBpaheHoM cTOmOM, Ha Ko0joj ce
HaJIasn HeJBOCMUC/IeHa TpesicTaBa Kpcra.!l Y xpumhanckom Hakuty ce uspBajajy Ba IpcTeHa 13
rpo6a fetera y Bumunauujymy (IV Bex),!? orpauia ca crakieHnM nepnama v 6pOH3aHNM IPUBECKOM
y 001Ky KpCTa, ca okanuTera Buine rpobapa y Bumunanyjy, Takobhe us rpo6a gerera (VI Bek), kao
U 3/IaTHA OTPJIMIIA Ca [iBa Mefja/boHa 1 KpcToM 13 Bummune (Ad Octavum), Koja Takobe mpepcras/ba
rpo6un nipusor (VI Bek).!3

JemuHCTBEH Hanas je pparMeHTOBaHA OpoH3aHa cTaTyera Jlobpor mactupa, HaheHa y oKommHM
Cwmepepesa (Vinceia). lo6pu nmactup (Pastor Bonus), npukasas kao Maaanh KoBpiiaBe Koce, OKO Bpata
npxu jarme.'* OBakBe npepcrase ce yecTo cpehy y yMETHMYKOM CTBAapaIalITBy TOKOM KacHe aHTHKe
U YJHe Jleo IaraHcke MKoHorpaduje, Koja je cBoje MecTo Halla y XpuirhaHCKoj yMETHOCTH, ¥ TO 300T
¢bumaHTpOICKOT 3HaYea 1 Bese nsMeby cracmoria n oHMX Koju Yekajy ma OyAy craceHm.

11 Josanosuh 1984, 325, T. I11/9.
12 3otosuh 1994, 65.

13 Tati¢-Duri¢ 1964, 185-192.

14 Banrposuh 1891, 109, cm. 1-2.
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shaped fibula with a Christogram at the bottom of the foot'® comes from Prahovo (Aquae), and
could have been awarded by an Emperor from the second half of the 4™ century, on the occasion
of an anniversary or a public celebration. The fibula might have been a part of grave inventory,
together with the bottom of a glass vessel made in the technique of fondi doro, with the inscrip-
tion VIVAS IN DEO. A bronze fibula with a reversed foot with an unequivocal representation of
a cross!! was discovered in the fort in Hajdu¢ka vodenica, in the layer from the 6" century. The
especially significant finds of Christian jewelry are the ones of two rings from a child’s grave in
Viminacium (4" century),!? a necklace with glass beads and a bronze cross-shaped pendant, from
the site of ViSe grobalja in Viminacium, also from a child’s grave (6™ century), as well as a golden
necklace with two medallions and a cross from Vi$njica (Ad Octavum), which also represents one
of the grave goods (6th century).!3

A fragmented bronze statuette of the Good shepherd, found in the vicinity of Smederevo
(Vinceia), represents a unique find. The Good shepherd (Pastor Bonus), represented as a young man
with curly hair, carrying a lamb on his shoulders.!* Such representations are frequent in the art
of the Late Antiquity and constitute a segment of pagan iconography, which found its place within
the Christian art due to its philanthropic meaning and the relationship between the savior and the
ones waiting for salvation.

10 ITomosmh 2001, xar. 89, ci1. 15; Petkovié 2010, 261.
11 Josamosmh 1984, 325, T. III/9.

12 3orosuh 1994, 65.

13 Tati¢-Duri¢ 1964, 185-192.

14 Banrposuh 1891, 109, c1. 1-2.
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