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Velkommen! 
 

 
It is our great pleasure to welcome you to the 10th Meeting of the International Council for 
Archaeozoology Bird Working Group, hosted virtually for the first time in its history. It has 
been an unprecedented year of change and challenge for all of us, and we are delighted 
to have this opportunity to come together to support one another as scholars and friends. 
 
We are pleased to present a two-day program of 32 oral presentations and 11 poster 
presentations representing the breadth of research into the special relation between birds 
and humans. More than 120 of you have registered for this meeting, including many 
students who are experiencing the science and collegiality of our meeting for the first 
time.   
 
A virtual conference can be a learning curve for everyone - we understand if there are 
unforeseen technical difficulties, glitches, or guest appearances from family, pets, or other 
members of your household on screen. 
 
Nevertheless, we hope you enjoy this meeting, and we look forward to an exciting and 
informative event! 
 
 
 
- The Organizing Committee   
 
 
Hanneke J.M. Meijer 
Samuel J. Walker 
Liselotte Takken-Beijersbergen 
Ramona Harrison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This meeting was made possible through financial support from the Bergen University 
Fund.   
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Getting around the virtual conference 
 
Please note that the program is set in Central European Summer Time (CEST). A time zone 
calculator can help you find the correct time for your location to sign on to conference 
presentations and events.  
 
This year’s conference can be accessed in two ways. One way to participate is through a 
ZOOM account. All talks can be followed via the Zoom links below. Those of you with 
existing accounts or educational licenses through your home institutions can log on 
through those accounts. Those of you without can sign up for a free account here. Use 
your full name so that meeting hosts can identify you as registered conference attendees 
and admit you to and from waiting rooms. Please ensure your version of the Zoom 
software is the latest available. 
 
Zoom link for Saturday June 5th  
https://uib.zoom.us/j/66378465286?pwd=WjBPbkptanJ4TGF2QjdqYVhWVlhKZz09  
 
Zoom link for Sunday June 6th  
https://uib.zoom.us/j/63730604819?pwd=ZDYxbFZvU0U1UThmWkU0a0FlNDRuZz09  
 
 
If you haven't participated in a Zoom meeting before, some basic best practices for 
meeting participants include: 
• Please join meetings 5-10 minutes early to give hosts time to admit you from waiting 
rooms. 
• Keep yourself on mute, and un-mute yourself only when you are speaking. 
• Enable video during discussions to help give a ‘face to face’ interaction, though you may 
wish to turn your video off if you need to step away from your computer. 
• Familiarize yourself with Zoom features such as the Chat, Polling, Thumbs Up, Raise 
Hand, and Lower Hand options. 
 
 
Another way to participate in the conference is by using GATHER. Gather is a video chat 
platform that has avatars move around a map and mimics the social atmosphere of a 
physical conference. As you get close to other avatars, your videos will pop up and you will 
be able to chat. Here is a demo video. All talks can be accessed from within the 
Presentation room in Gather using the Zoom links on the site. The posters can be viewed 
for the whole duration of the conference, but only within the Gather poster space. Gather 
works best within Chrome but is currently not supported within Safari (sorry Mac users).  
 
Link to the conference’s customized Gather space: 
https://gather.town/app/BaBZa9dQmSRYQ0Fy/BWG2021   
 
The password to enter the space is “P.impennis”. 
 
 
The Gather space opens Friday the 4th of June (the day before the meeting) so please feel 
free to explore and familiarize yourself with it. Some pointers for using Gather: 
• Use your full name so that other conference-goers can identify you and choose your 
favorite avatar. 
• Move around the space using the arrow keys on your keyboard. 

https://www.thetimezoneconverter.com/
https://www.thetimezoneconverter.com/
https://zoom.us/freesignup/
https://uib.zoom.us/j/66378465286?pwd=WjBPbkptanJ4TGF2QjdqYVhWVlhKZz09
https://uib.zoom.us/j/63730604819?pwd=ZDYxbFZvU0U1UThmWkU0a0FlNDRuZz09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89at5EvCEvk
https://gather.town/app/BaBZa9dQmSRYQ0Fy/BWG2021
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• By moving your avatar around you can have spontaneous conversations with those 
around you. These can be either one-on-one or small groups depending on how many 
people are around your avatar. 
• When your avatar moves closer to an interactable object, it will glow yellow and there 
will be a notification that shows up saying ‘Press x to interact with -object-’. This can range 
from integrated Zoom meetings to playable arcade games. 
 
 
Troubleshooting 
 
If you are in need of technical support for conference functions, the organizing committee 
is available from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm Central European Time. Some trouble-shooting 
advice: 

• If you experience sudden interruptions or termination of a Zoom meeting, simply login 
again using the same link.  

• Contact one of the meeting Co-hosts listed in the conference program using the Chat 
function on Zoom. 

• If you are lost or stuck within the Gather space, click ‘X’ to respawn.  

• To access technical support with Gather functions, contact support@gather.town . 
• For other questions or concerns, you can contact bwgmeeting2021@gmail.com at any 

time during the conference. 
 

 

For presenters 
 
Oral presentations - Please refer to the program schedule below to find your time slot. To 
give as many people as possible the opportunity to present their research, and to prevent 
“Zoom fatigue”, we have limited the time slots for oral talks to 15 minutes.  This includes 
12 minutes for the presentation and 3 minutes for questions. Please plan your 
presentation accordingly and make sure you have your files ready to go before your 
session begins. 
 
Poster presentations – Poster sessions are scheduled for the coffee breaks both days, but 
posters will be viewable throughout the conference days in the Gather poster session 
room. You will need to submit a .jpg or .png file of your poster (maximum size: 3MB, 
minimum width: 1000px, minimum height: 600px) before Friday June 4th to 
bwgmeeting2021@gmail.com, and it will then be set up in Gather for you. During the 
poster sessions, you can stand in the shaded square in front of your poster. This shaded 
square is known as a “private space” and your audio/video will be shared with everyone 
else in this square, but not neighbouring spaces. 
 
 

Privacy, intellectual property and online safety  
 
Please be aware that online meeting software such as Zoom uses participants’ cameras 
and therefore may disclose personal information about the user’s home environment. 
Please be conscious of this and take measures such as disabling your video and 
microphone functions prior to entering the meeting.  
 
Since the intellectual property of conference participants is shared in this space, the 
conference Gather space and Zoom links are for registered attendees only. Please do not 

mailto:support@gather.town
mailto:bwgmeeting2021@gmail.com
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share login and passwords with people who are not registered attendees. This protects 
conference meeting hosts and participants from unwanted intrusions or disruptions. 
 
Please treat online interactions with the same courtesy you would an in-person interaction. 
It is expected that meeting attendees behave in a courteous, collegial, and respectful 
fashion to each other. Attendees should respect common sense rules for professional and 
personal interactions, public behaviour (including behaviour in public electronic 
communications), common courtesy, and respect for intellectual property of presenters. 
Demeaning, abusive, discriminatory, harassing or threatening behaviour towards other 
attendees or towards meeting participants will not be tolerated, either in personal or 
electronic interactions.  
 
If you are the subject of unacceptable behaviour or have witnessed any such behaviour, 
you can report it (anonymously if you choose to) via the online reporting form. 
 
 
 

About the Osteological Collections at the University Museum of Bergen 
 

 
 
The University Museum in Bergen. The museum was reopened in 2019 after substantial renovations to the 
building and the exhibits. 
 
 
 
The Bergen University Museum is one of the oldest museums in Norway. It was founded in 
1825 as Bergens Museum by Wilhelm Frimann Koren Christie, a county court judge and a 
former President of the Norwegian Parliament. The museum became the foundation of 
academic research and education in Bergen. As a result of the increasing activity, the 
University of Bergen was established in 1946. Today, the University Museum of Bergen 
forms an integral part of the University of Bergen with a focus on research, collection, and 
public outreach. It consists of the Department of Natural History and the Department of 
Cultural History.  
 

https://skjemaker.app.uib.no/view.php?id=10544347
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An impression of our mammal lab. 
 
 
The Osteological Collections are part of the Department of Natural History and include 
both modern and archaeological skeletal material from Norway and abroad. Our 
archaeological skeleton collections preserve bone material from archaeological and 
geological excavations across Norway, ranging in age from the Late Pleistocene to recent 
times. With material from ca 1700 localities, it is the largest archaeological bone collection 
in Norway, and one of the largest in Europe. The collections form the basis for our 
research on Northern European faunal history, paleozoology, paleobotany, archaeology 
and Quaternary geology. Our database for the archaeological skeleton collection can be 
searched here.  
 
Our modern skeleton collection is one of the largest in Scandinavia. It contains over 
15.000 skeletal specimens including fish (ca 2000 specimens), birds (ca 4000 specimens) 
and mammals (over 9000 specimens), and we have an in-house skeleton preparation lab. 
With a focus on Northern European taxa, our collections are particularly strong in Northern 
European birds, North Atlantic deep-sea fishes and marine mammals, reindeer, and 
horses. These collections are not only a fundamental part of the museum’s efforts in 
documenting Scandinavian biodiversity, but also form an excellent comparative collection 
for zooarchaeological research. Our Zooarchaeology lab rooms contains comparative 
material of most Scandinavian mammals, birds, and fishes. The modern skeleton database 
can be searched here.  
 
 

 
 
Details of our bird synoptic and comparative collection. 
 
 

https://reg.app.uib.no/apex/f?p=608:13::Eng:NO:::
https://reg.app.uib.no/apex/f?p=608:1::Eng:NO:::


Conference program 

10:00-10:10 Welcome

10:10-10:45 Keynote The Great Auk in Norway: from success to decline Anne Karin Hufthammer

10:45-11:00
The exploitation of avian fauna by Anatomically Modern Humans at Klasies River Mouth Cave 

1B during the Middle Stone Age
Rialivhuwa Ratshinanga, Shaw Badenhorst, and Sarah Wurz

11:00-11:15 Taphonomic story of the bird remains from the Middle Palaeolithic of Grotte Vaufrey (layer VIII) Anna Rufà and Véronique Laroulandie

11:15-11:45 Coffeebreak & Poster session

11:45-12:00
A handful of duck radiuses – Peculiarities of the avifaunal exploitation at the Gravettian site of 

Maisières ‘Canal' (Belgium)
Quentin Gofette, Christian Lepers, and Veerle Rots

12:00-12:15 An elusive ghost: searching for the Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo ) in the past of Britain Umberto Albarella, Tom Higham, and Alistair McLean

12:15-12:30
Breeding Anatidae and bird habitat preference: Reconstructing the environment of the Qa’ 

Shubayqa in northeast Jordan in the Late Pleistocene
Lisa Yeomans and Beatrice Demarchi

12:30-12:45 Chukar Partridge Remains as Expressions of Identity in the Prehistoric Southern Levant Ben Greet

12:45-13:00 Winging Away Time: changing uses of birds in the Scottish islands Julia Best

13:00-14:00 Lunch

14:00-14:15 Birds for Isis: the evidence from Pompeii Chiara A. Corbino and Beatrice Demarchi

14:15-14:30 Overrepresentation of Seabird Wings from Viking Age Domestic Sites in North Iceland Grace Cesario and John Steinberg

14:30-14:45
Identification of avian claws: toward an in-depth archaeological interpretation of human habits, 

rituals and beliefs
Zbigniew M. Bochenski, Teresa Tomek, and Krzysztof Wertz 

14:45-15:00 Chalcolithic ‘Sky Burial’: Excarnation via Vulture in the Mortuary Rituals of the Southern Levant Ben Greet

15:00-15:30 Coffeebreak & Poster session

15:30-15:45 Seabirds as seafood: bird remains in sambaquis of southern Brazil Augusto Mendes, Klaus Hilbert, and Taissa Rodrigues

15:45-16:00
Birds among the Moche of Northern Peru: Examining Spatial Distributions of Avian Taxa from 

Huaca Colorada (600-900 CE)
Aleksa Alaica

16:00-16:15
Exploitation of sea birds at late Holocene in southern Brazil: a case of study at Galheta IV 

archaeological site
Jessica Cardoso

16:15-16:30 Small Bird Capture in Northwest Greenland
Erika Ebel, Christyann Darwent, John Darwent, and 

Genevieve LeMoine

SATURDAY JUNE 5

Birds in Pre-

agriculture 

societies

Birds in Pre-

agriculture 

societies

Symbolism

Birds in the New 

World
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10:00-10:30 Keynote
Range shifts and body size changes in response to environmental change. Evidence from 

archaeological and modern birds in Norway and Scandinavia 
Samuel Walker and Hanneke Meijer

10:30-10.45
Birds for the dinner table, birds for the hunt: recent evidence for the role of birds during the 

medieval period at Lincoln Cathedral, England
Hannah Russ, Mark Allen, and Lilianna Serrano

10:45-11:00 Bird remains from ecclesiastic sites in the Carpathian Basin Erika Gál

11:00-11:15
The peacock (Pavo cristatus Linnaeus, 1758) in Medieval Catalonia (North-eastern Iberia).   

New data from Archaeology, Iconography and cookery books

Marina Fernández, Maria Nadal, Lluís Lloveras, and Jordi 

Nadal

11:15-11:30 Bird remains from Vilnius Lower Castle, Lithuania (13th–19th centuries)
Freydis Ehrlich, Povilas Blaževičius, Giedrė Piličiauskienė, 

and Eve Rannamäe

11:30-12:00 Coffeebreak & Poster session

12:00-12:15 The introduction of turkeys in early modern Sweden – how and why? Emma Maltin and Håkan Jakobsson

12:15-12:30
Chickens in Argentina:  Zooarchaeological and biomolecular results from selected 

postcolonial sites

Ophelie Lebrasseur, Gustavo Neme, Adolfo Gil, Matilde 

Lanza, Pablo Fernandez, and Ludovic Orlando

12:30-12:45
Monastic meals: The role of birds in the diet of the Poor Clares at the Monastery of Santa Maria 

de Pedralbes (Barcelona, Spain) from Medieval to Modern periods (14th-18th c. AD)

Lluís Lloveras, Josep Cruells, Anna Castellano-Tresserra, 

Santiago Riera, and Jordi Nadal

12:45-13:00
Estimating the age of domestic fowl (Gallus gallus domesticus  L. 1758) cockerels through 

spur development
Sean Doherty and Alison Foster

13:00-14:00 Lunch

14:00-14:15 Sexing Anas : Traditional morphometric criteria for assigning sex to osteological duck remains Ged Poland

14:15-14:30
Modeling avian eggshell microstructure to predict ontogenetic age and reveal patterns of 

human-avifauna interaction

Kristina Douglass, Priyangi Bulathsinhala, Teresa Feo, Tim 

Tighe, Scott Whittaker, and Helen James

14:30-14:45 Tracing the materiality of feathers in prehistoric Northeastern Europe Tuija Kirkinen and Kristiina Mannermaa

14:45-15:00 An experimental taphonomic study of root etching on bird bone Frank Dirrigl Jr.

15:00-15:30 Coffeebreak & Poster session  

15:30-15:45
The Historical Ecology of Short-Tailed Albatross in British Columbia, Canada: Insights from 

Ancient DNA and Stable Isotope Analysis

Thomas Royle, Eric Guiry, Hua Zhang, Lauren Clarke, 

Shalegh Missal, and Dongya Yang

15:45-16:00
Factors that could have influenced the change in body size of some birds from the Yucatán 

Peninsula since Late Pleistocene

Ana Frida Silva-Martínez, José Jaime Zúñiga-Vega, Joaquín 

Arroyo-Cabrales, and Luis Antonio Sánchez-González

16:00-16:15
A feathered river across the sky? Preliminary considerations of passenger pigeon abundance 

and distribution in the late Holocene zooarchaeological record of southern Ontario, Canada

Trevor Orchard, Suzanne Needs-Howarth, Alicia Hawkins, 

Louis Lesage, Eric Guiry, and Thomas Royle

16:15-17:15

Approaches & 

Methods

Historical ecology

SUNDAY JUNE 6

BWG Business Meeting

Medieval

Domesticate fowl
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Bird bone artefact from the Late Eneolithic / Early Bronze Age site of Zók (Hungary) 
 
Selena Vitezović, Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade, Serbia, s.vitezovic@ai.ac.rs   
Jelena Bulatović, Laboratory for Bioarchaeology, Faculty of Philosophy, University of 

Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia, jelena.bulatovic@f.bg.ac.rs  
Jovan Mitrović, National Museum, Belgrade, Serbia, j.mitrovic@narodnimuzej.rs   
  

Bird bones were rarely used for production of artefacts, due to various reasons – 
they were much smaller and thinner than mammal bones; they also have specific shapes 
and fine structure, inadequate for majority of common artefact types. However, they were 
occasionally used for some specific objects, such as flutes, pipes, needle cases, amulets, 
etc. When it concerns Eneolithic and Early Bronze Age periods in the south-eastern 
Europe, bird bone artefacts are rare; only few were discovered thus far. The multi-layer 
prehistoric site of Zók is situated in present-day Hungary, in vicinity of Pécs. Major parts of 
its stratigraphic sequence belong to the Late Eneolithic / Early Bronze Age Vučedol 
culture, but there are also certain remains that may be attributed to the Early and Middle 
Eneolithic. The site was extensively excavated in 1920 by National museum in Belgrade. 
These excavations also unearthed large quantities of worked bone, mainly from Late 
Vučedol layers, including one artefact produced from bird bone that will be presented 
here. The item in question was produced from right radius from swan (Cygnus sp.). The 
object in question is in the shape of an elongated tube; carefully cut at both ends. The 
function of this item is uncertain – it may have served as some sound-producing instrument 
(flute), or it was some sort of handle or needle case. It is interesting to note that bird 
representations, in particular ornitomorphic vessels, are one of the specific traits of the 
Vučedol culture; therefore, the choice of bird bone for production of this artefact may 
have had a certain symbolic significance as well."  
        
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:s.vitezovic@ai.ac.rs
mailto:jelena.bulatovic@f.bg.ac.rs
mailto:j.mitrovic@narodnimuzej.rs
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