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Foreword

Since 1990, after practically 30 years and
the publication of the volume of the Starinar jour-
nal dedicated to the academician and professor
Milutin GaraSanin, the Institute of Archaeology in
Belgrade publishes a volume dedicated to a doyen
of both Serbian and European archaeology, Rasko
Vasi¢. In contrast to university centers, where this
kind of publications are usual, due to the position of
individuals as professors and teachers (Festschrift,
Homage...), the scientific researchers are usually
neglected in that respect, which can be seen in the
fact that this volume represents the first of a kind
published by the Institute of Archaeology. Bearing
in mind the significance and the influence of Vasi¢’s
work on ex-Yugoslav and prehistoric archaeology
of Europe, as well as the fact that he spent his entire
career at the Institute of Archaeology, we consider
this volume as a humble act of our gratitude for ev-
erything our dear colleague Vasi¢ did for archaeol-
ogy and the Institute, on occasion of his 80th birth-
day.

Indeed, Rastko Vasi¢ stands as a great of both
Serbian and Yugoslav archaeology, distinctly appre-
ciated and esteemed, which stands in opposition to
his humble and unobtrusive nature. Vasi¢’s scien-
tific and artistic educations often intertwined in his
papers dealing both with the protohistoric art and
the particular problems of the Bronze and Iron Age
in southeastern Europe. Years of work and scientific
questions led him to various phenomena of our pre-
historic archaeology, many of which he had himself
defined, but from time to time he used to go back
and discover the until then unobserved Iron Age art
of the Central Balkans. Only a glimpse of his bibli-
ography at the beginning of this volume reveals the
archaeological phenomena he had defined and inter-
preted, and through his serious and responsible sci-
entific work and afterwards authority introduced to
archaeology. His first monographs (Kyimypue epyne
cmapujez 26030enoe 0oba y Jyeocrasuju and The
Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist Re-
public of Serbia) were created on basis of his doc-
toral dissertation and more than a couple of decades
since the publication represent often cited literature.

YBOI

Hakon 6e3mano 30 mera m Cmapunapa
noceeheHor akageMuky u mpodecopy Mumyrtu-
Hy lapamanuny u3 1990. ronune, ApxXeonomKku
WHCTUTYT y beorpanmy o0jaBibyje jeaHy 3aceOHY
nybnaukanujy nocsehieHy moajeHy CpIricKe, ald |
eBporicke apxeosoruje Pactky Bacuhy. 3a pasinu-
Ky O YHUBEP3UTETCKUX IICHTapa, I/Ie je OBaj THII
nyonukanuja (Festschrift, Hommage...) yoOu4ajen
300r TIO3UIMje MOjeANHIIa Kao Ipodecopa U ydu-
TeJba, HAYYHH CY PaJHUIM OOMYHO 3aHEMapeHH y
TOME TOrJeny, LITO Ce BUAM U MO0 TOME Ja je OBO
IpBa TakBa 3aceOHa myOnukanuja Hame kyhe. Ho,
nMajyhu y Buay 3Hadaj BacnheBux gema 3a OuBmry
JYTOCIIOBEHCKY M MPAauCTOPHjCcKy apxeonorujy E-
porie ¥ yTHIIa] Ha kY, Ka0 ¥ TO LITO j€ 1[0 CBOj paj-
HU BEK IPOBEO y APXEOIONIKOM MHCTHTYTY, CMa-
Tpaau cMo Ja je oBaj 300pHUK noBoaoM 80 roxnHa
KUBOTA jellaH CKPOMHH YHH HaIIe 3aXBaJTHOCTH 3a
CBe IITO je Aparu konera Bacuh yunnmo 3a apxeo-
norujy u UHCTHTYT.

Pactko Bacuh nmowcra mpejcraBiba BesnKa-
Ha CPIICKE U JYTOCIOBEHCKE apXeoJIoTHje, H3Pa3UTO
YBaKEHOT M LICEHCHOT, LITO je Y HEKY PYKY Y CyNpo-
THOCTH Ca FETOBOM CKPOMHOM W HEHAaMETJbUBOM
npuponoM. BacuheBo HaydHO, amy ¥ yMETHHYKO
00pa3oBame YECTO CE CYCTULANIO y HETOBUM IIp-
BUM pajJOoBHUMa, KaJla ce€ 0aBHO KaKO yMETHHYKUM
MPOTOMCTOPHjCKMM TE€MaMa, TaK0 W KOHKPETHHM
npobneMuMa TBO3IEHOT M OpoH3aHOr no0a jyro-
ncroune Esporne. I'onuHe paja U CTpy4Ha NMUTAkHA
o7iBeNIa Cy ra Ka MHOTMM (peHOMEHHMa Hallle Ipa-
HCTOPHjCKE apXeojoruje, o KOjux je HeKe M cam
neuHUCao, Al ce ¢ BpeMeHa Ha Bpeme Bpahao,
a yjelHO M OTKPHBAO IO Taja HE3alaXeHy yMeT-
HOCT TBO3/ieHOT 100a neHTpaiHor bankana. Camo
Y JISTUMHYAH IOTJIC/ Ha eroBy Onbmuorpadujy Ha
MOYETKY OBOT 300pHHKA TOBOPU O apXCOJOUIKHM
nojaBama koje je Bacuh ompeamno m mHTEpmperu-
pao, a CBOjUM 030MJbHUM W OJTOBOPHUM Hay4YHUM
pazoM W IOIHHUjUM ayTOPUTETOM yBeo y momahy
apxeosorujy. tberose npse monorpadwuje (Kyamyp-
He epyne cmapujez 28030eH0z 006a y Jyeociaguju u
The Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist
Republic of Serbia), nacraze Ha OCHOBaMa JOK-
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A complete affirmation in Yugoslav archae-
ology for colleague Vasi¢ was the invitation to
write no less than 13 chapters for the 5th volume
of the distinguished publication Praistorija jugo-
slavenskih zemalja, as one of the youngest authors,
dealing with less familiar subjects or subjects with
scarce background data, undetermined origin or un-
defined to a great extent. It can be said that even
nowadays, after more than 30 years, Vasi¢’s certain
syntheses from the aforementioned publication, re-
main the postulates for the Iron Age of the Central
Balkans. Another significant work of Rastko Vasic,
although often not emphasized enough, is the fact
that under the invitation of the academician Dra-
goslav Srejovi¢, he participated in writing of 150
separate units in the unique domestic archaeological
encyclopedia - Arheoloski leksikon — preistorija Ev-
rope, Afrike i Bliskog Istoka, grcka, etrurska i rim-
ska civilizacija, a paper that Yugoslav and Serbian
archaeology lacked for a number of decades. His in-
ternational reputation was confirmed by five mono-
graphs published within the prestigious Prdhisto-
rische Bronzefunde edition. In parallel with that,
through his advice and influence, as well as through
his scientific renown, he aided younger colleagues
to prepare the volumes for the same edition.

In that context, it is important to mention that
defending boards for magister or doctoral thesis
on the subject on Bronze and Iron Age could not
be imagined without the presence of the colleague
Vasi¢. On such occasions, not a single critique or a
bad word could be heard from Vasi¢, but positive
opinion and useful suggestions above all, so that
the candidate could properly prepare the thesis for
future publication. Rastko Vasi¢ has been a mem-
ber of the editorial board for the Starinar journal
for more than 40 years, as well as for many other
corpora and journals in the territory of southeastern
Europe. As a member of editorial staff or as a re-
viewer of papers and monographs, he would always
point out the qualities of the submitted material, and
if the other members of editorial staff or reviewers
decided to reject the material, his benevolent sug-
gestions would help in publishing each useful paper
after all, even in some other journal. Also, as a long-
time director of scientific projects at the Institute of
Archaeology, he would always do his best to help

TOpCKE JAWCepTaluje, U Jajbe Cy, HEKOJIHKO Jelie-
HHja HaKOH 00jaBJbUBAHA, IITHPAHO IITHBO.

[Motyny adupmanmjy y jyrociioBEHCKO]
apxeonoruju konera Bacuh noxuBeo je kama je
MO3BaH Ja, Kao jedaH on Tama Hajmimahux aytopa,
Hanuuie yak 13 noriassea 3a ToM V uyBeHe /lpauc-
mopuje jyeociasencKux 3emMasba, i TO Ha HEKe TeMe
0 KOjMa C€ Majio 3HaJI0 WM y BE3W C KOjuMa Cy
rojialy OMJITM IITYpPH, HEjaCHOT TOpeKia U J00puM
nenoM Heneduuucanu. Moxe ce pehu ja u nanHac,
HakoH 30 u BuIIe TonuHa, ojenuue Bacuhese cun-
T€3e M3 OBE CepHje U JaJbe OCTajy jeIUHH IOCTY-
JaTH TBO3ACHOT Ao00a mentpanHor bamkana. Jormn
jemaH 3HadajaH AONPHUHOC OBOTA THIA, YUHU C€,
HUje JOBOJHHO TIOMHIbAH Y J0CAIAIIHEM HErOBOM
pany, a TO je YMI-CHUIIA JIa j¢ Ha TIO3HMB aKaJeMUKa
HparociaBa CpejoBuha yuecTBOBao y W3pau Ipe-
ko 150 3ace0HMX jeTMHMIIA Y jeTMHCTBEHO] ToMaho)j
apXEOJIONIKO] EHIMKIONEANJU — ApXxeonowku ne-
Kcukon — npeucmopuja Eepone, Agppuxe u Bruckoe
UCMOKA, 2puKa, empypcKa U PUMCKA YUSUIU3AYU]d,
JIeNTy KOje je JIyTM HU3 JICLICHUja HeJ0CTajasio jyro-
CJIOBEHCKO] M CPIICKOj apXeoyoruju. MehyHaponau
yIlIe[ MOTBPAMO je ca MeT MOHorpaduja y mpec-
THKHO] enuuuju Prdhistorische Bronzefunde, nox
j€ Tapayie;THO CaBeTHMa M CBOJHM yTHIIajeM, Kao U
Hay4YHUM PEHOMEOM, omarao miahjum xosjerama aa
MIPUIIPEME CBOjE CBECKE 3a UCTY CIAUIIU]Y.

Y ToMe KOHTEKCTY, BAXKHO je TOMEHYTH Jia ce
0e3 konere Bacuha Hije MoTIIa 3aMUCIIUTH KOMUCH-
ja 3a ogOpaHy MarucTapckKux WIN JTOKTOPCKHUX JTU-
cepranyja Ha TeMy OpOH3aHOT WJIM CTapHjerT TBO3-
neHor no6a. Tom npuiIMKoM off Bera ce HUje Morya
YyTH MOKYy/a WM JiolIa ped, Beh HamacBe mo3uTHB-
HO MHIIJbCHE¢ M KOPHUCHE CYTeCTHje Kako OW KaH-
JUTaT CBOj€ AEJI0 aJleKBaTHO MpUIpeMuo 3a Oyayhe
o0jaBJbuBame. [Ipeko 40 roguHa 4aH je peaakiuje
CrapuHapa, Ka0 ¥ MHOTHX 300pHHKA W YacOIHCa
Ha mpocTopy jyroucroune EBpone. Kao uect unan
pelaKimja Wik PerieH3eHT pajioBa U MOHOTpadHja,
YBEK je UCTHIA0 KBAIUTETE TIPIIIOTA, & YKOIMKO O1
Ce OCTarak peaaKifje WK JAPYTH PEIeH3CHTH Of-
Y4 Ja ofA0ujy ayTopa, OH O cecBojuM Omaro-
HAKJIOHHM CyTeCTHjaMa TPYIUO Jia CBaKA KOPHCTaH
pan unax Oyzne 00jaBJbeH, 11a MaKap y HEKOM JIpyroM
yaconucy. Takohe, Kao TyroroJuImb1 PyKOBOJHIIALL
HAyYHHUX TIpojeKkara y ApPXCOJIONKOM WHCTUTYTY,



Foreword / YBox

young colleagues on each matter, never striking as a
boss or a superior.

Plenty of details on the private and profes-
sional life of Rastko Vasi¢, both as an archaeolo-
gist and painter and literate, can be found in the
continuation of this volume, which was one of the
ideas of the editors. Therefore, about 60 pages are
dedicated to his life and work, biography and a de-
tailed bibliography, while the interview is illustrated
with Vasi¢’s numerous paintings, selected by the
celebrant himself. Afterward, there is a collection
of papers dedicated to the colleague Vasi¢, written
in English, German, Russian and the ex-Yugoslav
languages, assorted chronologically. Unfortunately,
certain authors which were invited in agreement
with the celebrant did not respond, primarily due to
the poor health, so the editors once again point out
that they regret the situation, although on the other
hand, we are grateful and proud of the content of the
volume, on 33 authors of the papers, and the editori-
al board comprised of prominent names of the word
archaeology from nine different countries.

Through this volume, the editorial board
and the Institute of Archaeology would like to heart-
ily congratulate the jubilee to our colleague Vasi¢
and to wish him many more years in archacology.

Vojislav Filipovi¢
Aleksandar Bulatovi¢
Aleksandar Kapuran

TPYAHO ce a IOMOTHE MialiM KoJierama 1o CBUM
MATalkbUMa, He TIOCTaBJbajyhu ce MpUTOM Kao 1med.

MHoru nIetajbu O NMPHUBAaTHOM M mpodecu-
OHaJHOM >kuBoTy Pactka Bacuha u kao apxeoo-
ra, ¥ Kao CIMKapa W KIbIDKeBHUKA, MOTY ce Hahn
y HacTaBKy OBOT 300pHHKa, IITO je Ouia M jemHa
on uaeja npupehusaya. Crora je mpBUX IIe3/ECe-
Tak cTpaHa NMocBeheHO HEroBOM XXHMBOTY M pamy,
ouorpaduju u gerasbHOj OuOMMOrpaduju, OOK je
WHTEPBjy WIycTpoBaH Opojuum BacuheBum ciu-
Kama, o u300py camor ciaBibeHHKa. HakoH Tora
YIPWIMYEHH CypaJoBH nocBehenu koeru Bacuhy,
Ha CHIVICCKOM, HEMA4yKOM, PYCKOM M je3WIIMMa Ou-
Bmre JyrocimaBwje, mopehaHW IO XPOHOJIOIIKOM
pexy. Haxanocr, ojequHu ayTopu MO3BaHU Y KOH-
cyiTanyjama ca CIIaBJbeHHKOM HHCY C€ Of1a3Bajiu
MO3UBY, TIOIJIABUTO 300T HAPYIICHOT 3[PAaBCTBEHOT
CTama, Ia yPeTHUIH U OBOM IPHIMKOM HAIIOMUIbY
na »kaie 300T OBakBOTI pa3Boja cutyaruje. C npyre
CTpaHe, TOHOCHU CMO Ha capikaj 300pHUKa — KaKo
Ha 33 ayTopa nmpuiiora, Tako U Ha peAaKiyjy, y Kojoj
CYy BPXYHCKa UMCHA CBETCKE apXeoJIoTHje U3 JICBET
3emMasba.

Konern Bacwhy ypemuurm u ApXeoionku
WHCTUTYT OBUM 300pHHMKOM OJI CpIIa YECTUTA]y jyOu-
JIej ¥ JKeJe jOIT MHOTO TOMHA Pasia y apXeoJoTHjH.

BojuciaB ®wimnosuh
Anexcannap bynmatosuh
Anekcannap Kamypan



In the National Museum in Belgrade, 2018 (by Aca Pordevic)
Y Haponuom my3ejy, 2018. rongune (dporo Aua Hophesuh)
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Mislilac iz Medvednjaka®
Milorad Stoji¢

Apstrakt: Arheoloski lokalitet protostaréevacke i1 vincanske kulture Medvednjak u Grécu (u ne-
posrednoj blizini Smederevske Palanke) okarakterisan je veoma brojnom, kvalitetnom i izuzetno
atraktivnom kultno-umetni¢kom plastikom (Cesto unikatnog izgleda) od keramike, kosti i kamena,
§to upucuje na poseban (duhovni) karakter naselja. Figurina Mislilac sa Medvednjaka je prema
izgledu izvorna u okvirima vinc¢anske kulture, a prema naglaseno realisticki prikazanoj muskulaturi
ruku i jo§ nekih delova tela — jedinstvena je u neolitu uopste. 1z ¢injenice da su na podru¢jima vise
kultura pronadene figurine istog tipa moze se izvesti zakljucak da je na Sirem podrucju srednjeg i
donjeg Podunavlja tokom poznog neolita (moguéno i ranog eneolita) postovano slicno bozanstvo.

Kljucne rijeci: vincanska kultura, antropomorfna plastika, Mislilac sa Medvednjaka, realisticki pri-
kaz muskulature, analogije.

Arheoloski lokalitet iz mladeg kamenog doba — neolita (priblizno 6200-4500. godine pre n.
e.) Medvednjak u Grccu nalazi se nedaleko Smederevske Palanke. Registrovan je 1968. godine,
kada su obavljena i prva arheoloska iskopavanja. Ispitana je povrsina vise od 1000 m? ali tim
iskopavanjima nije obuhvacen sredi$nji deo lokaliteta, na kome se, inace, nalaze sva danasnja
domacinstva u zaseoku Medvednjak i gde je debljina arheoloSkog sloja visestruko veéa nego na
istrazivanim delovima lokaliteta.?

Povrsinski nalazi i arheoloska iskopavanja pokazali su da se lokalitet prostire na temenu 1
padinama niske uzvisice, duzine priblizno 800-900 m i Sirine 250-350 m, koja se nalazi u manjoj
kotlini, oivi¢enoj u vidu potkovice nesto vis§im brezuljcima, koji Stite lokaciju od dva najneprijat-
nija vetra, severca i koSave, ali i od moguc¢nog neprijatelja. Sredisnji, najvisi deo lokaliteta, gde
se nalaze sve kuce zaseoka Medvednjak, svojom konfiguracijom, izdvaja se u odnosu na ostatak
nalazista (ima izgled akropole).

U Narodnom muzeju u Smederevskoj Palanci, osim veoma bogate i raznovrsne arheoloske
grade sa arheoloskih iskopavanja, cuva se znatan broj atraktivnih slucajnih nalaza sa lokaliteta
Medvednjak.’ Medu figurinama iz te zbirke, posebno se isti¢e keramicka statueta nazvana Porodi-
lja ili Medvedica, koja je, kao i mnoge druge figurine, nadena slu¢ajno, i to, upravo na srediSnjem
delu lokaliteta.*

Cim je objavljeno svega desetak figurina iz fonda Narodnog muzeja u Smederevskoj Pa-
lanci, lokalitet Medvednjak stekao je reputaciju nalazista izuzetno lepe kultnoumetnicke plastike
vincanske kulture, izradene na visokom umetnickom nivou, koja je, uz to, ikonografski raznovr-
sna, slikovita i veoma kvalitetna u svakom pogledu. Takode, s izvesnim iznenadenjem, uo¢ena je
sli¢nost te plastike sa figurinama iste kulture sa lokaliteta koji su, katkad, udaljeni i viSe stotina
km, kao §to su, na primer, Vala¢ i Predionica na Kosovu.’

Bogato dekorisano keramicko posude i veoma kvalitetna, izrazito brojna antropomorfna
plastika od pecene zemlje neuporedive lepote, izvanredne fakture, finog premaza, precizno izve-

" Pepakiiija moceOHUX U3/amba apXxeoJIOIIKOT HHCTUTYTA ce orpaljyje o/l OBOT TEKCTa.
2 Srejovic, D., 1997.

3 Tanosuh, P., 1975; Katunar, R., 1988; Illomuh, H./Ckaukos, B./Byphesuh, /1. 2015
4 Katunar, R., 1988, 010-011.

5 Ibid., 029.
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denih pojedinosti (crta lica, simbola i ideograma) i posebnog izgleda na kojoj su Cesto vidljivi
uticaji pojedinih geografski udaljenih neolitskih kultura — nagovestavaju da se na lokalitetu Med-
vednjak nalazilo veoma znacajno i atraktivno naselje vincanske kulture.

Krajem osamdesetih godina XX veka u neposrednoj blizini mesta odakle potice figurina
Porodilje, nadena je figurina Mislilac sa Medvednjaka koja se objavljuje u ovom prilogu.

Antropomorfna/ornitomorfna statueta Mislilac (Mislilac iz Medvednjaka) pripada tipu se-
de¢ih figurina; dobro je proporcionalisana, fine je fakture, izrazito je crne boje 1 ugla¢ane povrsi-
ne. Sacuvani su tragovi crvenog okera. Manja oSte¢enja nalaze se na nogama ispod kolena. Glava,
gledano odozgo, je bipiramidalna (trostrane piramide povezane osnovama). Duz temena nalazi se
plasti¢no rebro — istovremena predstava nosa, kljuna i kreste. Dva naglaseno krupna oka u vidu
kruznih odsecaka usmerena su nagore. Ujedno, to su jedine pojedinosti izvedene urezivanjem.
Telo je predstavljeno na nacin koji je osoben za sedeci polozaj. Ruke su modelovane slobodno i
anatomski (realisticke muskulature). Leva ruka savijena je u laktu, a njena Saka podupire bradu. |
desna ruka je savijena u laktu, s tim, Sto se Saka, koja je o§te¢ena, nalazila na desnom kolenu. Sto-
pala su proporcionalno modelovana, bez pojedinosti. Na ledima se nalazi ispup¢enje — predstava
torbe ili grbe. Dimenzije: 0088 x 0046 m.

Na jednoj minijaturnoj figurini takode sa Medvednjaka prikazano je ornitomorfno/antro-
pomorfno bice koje (takode) levom rukom podupire bradu.® Izvesne sli¢nosti postoje izmedu
Mislioca sa Medvednjaka i figurine Porodilje sa istog lokaliteta. Naime, ruke na figurini Porodi-
lje usmerene su ka bradi, a polozaj cele te figurine deluje prirodNo. Inace, najblize analogije za
Mislioca sa Medvednjaka postoje u primerku sedece figurine iz Gumelnice (Gumelnita), s tim §to
je glava te figurine shematizovana.” Sli¢nosti sa ovom statuetom ima poznata figurina Mislilac
sa lokaliteta Cernavoda, Hamandzija kulture.® Sedeéa figurina Mislilac te kulture je neproporcio-
nalna i neanatomska a karakteristicna poza je neprirodna — sve suprotno od Mislioca sa Medved-
njaka. 1 sedece figurina sa lokaliteta Vidra ima izvesne sli¢nosti sa Misliocem sa Medvednjaka; u
pitanju je dosta grubo modelovana figurina na kojoj su samo ruke prikazane u znacajnom stepenu
naturalisti¢ki, a leva Saka pociva na bradi predstavljenog bica.’ I iz Drame poti¢e sede¢a antropo-
morfna figurina sa slicno oblikovanim rukama i levom Sakom oslonjenom na podbradak, kao na
figurini sa Medvednjaka.'® Sli¢an stav postoji i na figurini iz Tarpestija (“Thinker of Tarpesti”) iz
Pre-Kukuteni (Cucuteni) III faze, razdoblja koji odgovara kraju vincanske kulture. O¢i na teme-
6 Stoji¢, M., 2016.

7 Old Europe’s Neolithic wonders — Cucuteni, Hamangia, Gumelnita, 2014.
8 Berciu, D., 1966.

® Hansen, S., 2007, Taf. 398.

1 Jdem. Tafel 338/13.
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nu prikazane su na jos§ dve statuete; u pitanju su zoomorfne kostane figurine takode sa lokaliteta
Medvednjak." Zanimljivo, nacin kako je modelovana figurina iz Medvednjaka, posebno misici
ruku i Saka oslonjena na podbradak, podsec¢a na pojedinosti sa ¢uvene istoimene Rodenove skul-
pture. Inace, upravo na figurini Mislilac iz Medvednjaka prvi put uopste realisticki je prikazana
muskulatura ali samo na rukama.

Sta predstavlja figurina bi¢a anatomski prikazanog antropomorfnog tela na kome se nalazi
glava koja istovremeno podseca na glavu Coveka, ptice i reptila ? [zvesno je da ova statueta olica-
va mo¢no, mudro i dostojanstveno bozanstvo koje nadzire sve sfere (zemni, nadzemni i nebeski
svet) i sva bica. Iz Cinjenice da su na podruc¢jima viSe kultura pronadene figurine istog tipa moze
se izvesti zakljucak da je na Sirem podrucju srednjeg i donjeg Podunavlja postovano isto bozan-
stvo.

Fotografije: Miodrag Todorovi¢
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The Philosopher from Medvednjak
Milorad Stoji¢

Abstract: The archaeological site of Medvednjak in Grcac (vicinity of Smederevska Palanka),
attributed to the proto-StarCevo and Star¢evo cultures, is characterized by numerous high quality
and exceptionally attractive cult related and artistic pieces of sculpture (often unique) made of
pottery, bone and stone, which indicates a particular (spiritual) character of the settlement. The
Philosopher from Medvednjak figurine is based on the appearance typical for the Vinca culture,
but based on the realistically modelled and emphasized musculature of hands and some other
body parts — it is unique for the Neolithic period in general. Considering the fact that similar figu-
rines were recorded at sites attributed to various cultures, one can conclude that during the Late
Neolithic period (possibly even Early Eneolithic period) a similar deity was worshiped in the vast
area that encompasses the Middle and Lower Danube Regions.

Key words: Vinca culture, anthropomorphic sculpture, Philosopher from Medvednjak, realistic
presentation of musculature, analogies.
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