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Foreword

Since 1990, after practically 30 years and
the publication of the volume of the Starinar jour-
nal dedicated to the academician and professor
Milutin GaraSanin, the Institute of Archaeology in
Belgrade publishes a volume dedicated to a doyen
of both Serbian and European archaeology, Rasko
Vasi¢. In contrast to university centers, where this
kind of publications are usual, due to the position of
individuals as professors and teachers (Festschrift,
Homage...), the scientific researchers are usually
neglected in that respect, which can be seen in the
fact that this volume represents the first of a kind
published by the Institute of Archaeology. Bearing
in mind the significance and the influence of Vasi¢’s
work on ex-Yugoslav and prehistoric archaeology
of Europe, as well as the fact that he spent his entire
career at the Institute of Archaeology, we consider
this volume as a humble act of our gratitude for ev-
erything our dear colleague Vasi¢ did for archaeol-
ogy and the Institute, on occasion of his 80th birth-
day.

Indeed, Rastko Vasi¢ stands as a great of both
Serbian and Yugoslav archaeology, distinctly appre-
ciated and esteemed, which stands in opposition to
his humble and unobtrusive nature. Vasi¢’s scien-
tific and artistic educations often intertwined in his
papers dealing both with the protohistoric art and
the particular problems of the Bronze and Iron Age
in southeastern Europe. Years of work and scientific
questions led him to various phenomena of our pre-
historic archaeology, many of which he had himself
defined, but from time to time he used to go back
and discover the until then unobserved Iron Age art
of the Central Balkans. Only a glimpse of his bibli-
ography at the beginning of this volume reveals the
archaeological phenomena he had defined and inter-
preted, and through his serious and responsible sci-
entific work and afterwards authority introduced to
archaeology. His first monographs (Kyimypue epyne
cmapujez 26030enoe 0oba y Jyeocrasuju and The
Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist Re-
public of Serbia) were created on basis of his doc-
toral dissertation and more than a couple of decades
since the publication represent often cited literature.

YBOI

Hakon 6e3mano 30 mera m Cmapunapa
noceeheHor akageMuky u mpodecopy Mumyrtu-
Hy lapamanuny u3 1990. ronune, ApxXeonomKku
WHCTUTYT y beorpanmy o0jaBibyje jeaHy 3aceOHY
nybnaukanujy nocsehieHy moajeHy CpIricKe, ald |
eBporicke apxeosoruje Pactky Bacuhy. 3a pasinu-
Ky O YHUBEP3UTETCKUX IICHTapa, I/Ie je OBaj THII
nyonukanuja (Festschrift, Hommage...) yoOu4ajen
300r TIO3UIMje MOjeANHIIa Kao Ipodecopa U ydu-
TeJba, HAYYHH CY PaJHUIM OOMYHO 3aHEMapeHH y
TOME TOrJeny, LITO Ce BUAM U MO0 TOME Ja je OBO
IpBa TakBa 3aceOHa myOnukanuja Hame kyhe. Ho,
nMajyhu y Buay 3Hadaj BacnheBux gema 3a OuBmry
JYTOCIIOBEHCKY M MPAauCTOPHjCcKy apxeonorujy E-
porie ¥ yTHIIa] Ha kY, Ka0 ¥ TO LITO j€ 1[0 CBOj paj-
HU BEK IPOBEO y APXEOIONIKOM MHCTHTYTY, CMa-
Tpaau cMo Ja je oBaj 300pHUK noBoaoM 80 roxnHa
KUBOTA jellaH CKPOMHH YHH HaIIe 3aXBaJTHOCTH 3a
CBe IITO je Aparu konera Bacuh yunnmo 3a apxeo-
norujy u UHCTHTYT.

Pactko Bacuh nmowcra mpejcraBiba BesnKa-
Ha CPIICKE U JYTOCIOBEHCKE apXeoJIoTHje, H3Pa3UTO
YBaKEHOT M LICEHCHOT, LITO je Y HEKY PYKY Y CyNpo-
THOCTH Ca FETOBOM CKPOMHOM W HEHAaMETJbUBOM
npuponoM. BacuheBo HaydHO, amy ¥ yMETHHYKO
00pa3oBame YECTO CE CYCTULANIO y HETOBUM IIp-
BUM pajJOoBHUMa, KaJla ce€ 0aBHO KaKO yMETHHYKUM
MPOTOMCTOPHjCKMM TE€MaMa, TaK0 W KOHKPETHHM
npobneMuMa TBO3IEHOT M OpoH3aHOr no0a jyro-
ncroune Esporne. I'onuHe paja U CTpy4Ha NMUTAkHA
o7iBeNIa Cy ra Ka MHOTMM (peHOMEHHMa Hallle Ipa-
HCTOPHjCKE apXeojoruje, o KOjux je HeKe M cam
neuHUCao, Al ce ¢ BpeMeHa Ha Bpeme Bpahao,
a yjelHO M OTKPHBAO IO Taja HE3alaXeHy yMeT-
HOCT TBO3/ieHOT 100a neHTpaiHor bankana. Camo
Y JISTUMHYAH IOTJIC/ Ha eroBy Onbmuorpadujy Ha
MOYETKY OBOT 300pHHKA TOBOPU O apXCOJOUIKHM
nojaBama koje je Bacuh ompeamno m mHTEpmperu-
pao, a CBOjUM 030MJbHUM W OJTOBOPHUM Hay4YHUM
pazoM W IOIHHUjUM ayTOPUTETOM yBeo y momahy
apxeosorujy. tberose npse monorpadwuje (Kyamyp-
He epyne cmapujez 28030eH0z 006a y Jyeociaguju u
The Chronology of the Early Iron Age in Socialist
Republic of Serbia), nacraze Ha OCHOBaMa JOK-
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A complete affirmation in Yugoslav archae-
ology for colleague Vasi¢ was the invitation to
write no less than 13 chapters for the 5th volume
of the distinguished publication Praistorija jugo-
slavenskih zemalja, as one of the youngest authors,
dealing with less familiar subjects or subjects with
scarce background data, undetermined origin or un-
defined to a great extent. It can be said that even
nowadays, after more than 30 years, Vasi¢’s certain
syntheses from the aforementioned publication, re-
main the postulates for the Iron Age of the Central
Balkans. Another significant work of Rastko Vasic,
although often not emphasized enough, is the fact
that under the invitation of the academician Dra-
goslav Srejovi¢, he participated in writing of 150
separate units in the unique domestic archaeological
encyclopedia - Arheoloski leksikon — preistorija Ev-
rope, Afrike i Bliskog Istoka, grcka, etrurska i rim-
ska civilizacija, a paper that Yugoslav and Serbian
archaeology lacked for a number of decades. His in-
ternational reputation was confirmed by five mono-
graphs published within the prestigious Prdhisto-
rische Bronzefunde edition. In parallel with that,
through his advice and influence, as well as through
his scientific renown, he aided younger colleagues
to prepare the volumes for the same edition.

In that context, it is important to mention that
defending boards for magister or doctoral thesis
on the subject on Bronze and Iron Age could not
be imagined without the presence of the colleague
Vasi¢. On such occasions, not a single critique or a
bad word could be heard from Vasi¢, but positive
opinion and useful suggestions above all, so that
the candidate could properly prepare the thesis for
future publication. Rastko Vasi¢ has been a mem-
ber of the editorial board for the Starinar journal
for more than 40 years, as well as for many other
corpora and journals in the territory of southeastern
Europe. As a member of editorial staff or as a re-
viewer of papers and monographs, he would always
point out the qualities of the submitted material, and
if the other members of editorial staff or reviewers
decided to reject the material, his benevolent sug-
gestions would help in publishing each useful paper
after all, even in some other journal. Also, as a long-
time director of scientific projects at the Institute of
Archaeology, he would always do his best to help

TOpCKE JAWCepTaluje, U Jajbe Cy, HEKOJIHKO Jelie-
HHja HaKOH 00jaBJbUBAHA, IITHPAHO IITHBO.

[Motyny adupmanmjy y jyrociioBEHCKO]
apxeonoruju konera Bacuh noxuBeo je kama je
MO3BaH Ja, Kao jedaH on Tama Hajmimahux aytopa,
Hanuuie yak 13 noriassea 3a ToM V uyBeHe /lpauc-
mopuje jyeociasencKux 3emMasba, i TO Ha HEKe TeMe
0 KOjMa C€ Majio 3HaJI0 WM y BE3W C KOjuMa Cy
rojialy OMJITM IITYpPH, HEjaCHOT TOpeKia U J00puM
nenoM Heneduuucanu. Moxe ce pehu ja u nanHac,
HakoH 30 u BuIIe TonuHa, ojenuue Bacuhese cun-
T€3e M3 OBE CepHje U JaJbe OCTajy jeIUHH IOCTY-
JaTH TBO3ACHOT Ao00a mentpanHor bamkana. Jormn
jemaH 3HadajaH AONPHUHOC OBOTA THIA, YUHU C€,
HUje JOBOJHHO TIOMHIbAH Y J0CAIAIIHEM HErOBOM
pany, a TO je YMI-CHUIIA JIa j¢ Ha TIO3HMB aKaJeMUKa
HparociaBa CpejoBuha yuecTBOBao y W3pau Ipe-
ko 150 3ace0HMX jeTMHMIIA Y jeTMHCTBEHO] ToMaho)j
apXEOJIONIKO] EHIMKIONEANJU — ApXxeonowku ne-
Kcukon — npeucmopuja Eepone, Agppuxe u Bruckoe
UCMOKA, 2puKa, empypcKa U PUMCKA YUSUIU3AYU]d,
JIeNTy KOje je JIyTM HU3 JICLICHUja HeJ0CTajasio jyro-
CJIOBEHCKO] M CPIICKOj apXeoyoruju. MehyHaponau
yIlIe[ MOTBPAMO je ca MeT MOHorpaduja y mpec-
THKHO] enuuuju Prdhistorische Bronzefunde, nox
j€ Tapayie;THO CaBeTHMa M CBOJHM yTHIIajeM, Kao U
Hay4YHUM PEHOMEOM, omarao miahjum xosjerama aa
MIPUIIPEME CBOjE CBECKE 3a UCTY CIAUIIU]Y.

Y ToMe KOHTEKCTY, BAXKHO je TOMEHYTH Jia ce
0e3 konere Bacuha Hije MoTIIa 3aMUCIIUTH KOMUCH-
ja 3a ogOpaHy MarucTapckKux WIN JTOKTOPCKHUX JTU-
cepranyja Ha TeMy OpOH3aHOT WJIM CTapHjerT TBO3-
neHor no6a. Tom npuiIMKoM off Bera ce HUje Morya
YyTH MOKYy/a WM JiolIa ped, Beh HamacBe mo3uTHB-
HO MHIIJbCHE¢ M KOPHUCHE CYTeCTHje Kako OW KaH-
JUTaT CBOj€ AEJI0 aJleKBaTHO MpUIpeMuo 3a Oyayhe
o0jaBJbuBame. [Ipeko 40 roguHa 4aH je peaakiuje
CrapuHapa, Ka0 ¥ MHOTHX 300pHHKA W YacOIHCa
Ha mpocTopy jyroucroune EBpone. Kao uect unan
pelaKimja Wik PerieH3eHT pajioBa U MOHOTpadHja,
YBEK je UCTHIA0 KBAIUTETE TIPIIIOTA, & YKOIMKO O1
Ce OCTarak peaaKifje WK JAPYTH PEIeH3CHTH Of-
Y4 Ja ofA0ujy ayTopa, OH O cecBojuM Omaro-
HAKJIOHHM CyTeCTHjaMa TPYIUO Jia CBaKA KOPHCTaH
pan unax Oyzne 00jaBJbeH, 11a MaKap y HEKOM JIpyroM
yaconucy. Takohe, Kao TyroroJuImb1 PyKOBOJHIIALL
HAyYHHUX TIpojeKkara y ApPXCOJIONKOM WHCTUTYTY,



Foreword / YBox

young colleagues on each matter, never striking as a
boss or a superior.

Plenty of details on the private and profes-
sional life of Rastko Vasi¢, both as an archaeolo-
gist and painter and literate, can be found in the
continuation of this volume, which was one of the
ideas of the editors. Therefore, about 60 pages are
dedicated to his life and work, biography and a de-
tailed bibliography, while the interview is illustrated
with Vasi¢’s numerous paintings, selected by the
celebrant himself. Afterward, there is a collection
of papers dedicated to the colleague Vasi¢, written
in English, German, Russian and the ex-Yugoslav
languages, assorted chronologically. Unfortunately,
certain authors which were invited in agreement
with the celebrant did not respond, primarily due to
the poor health, so the editors once again point out
that they regret the situation, although on the other
hand, we are grateful and proud of the content of the
volume, on 33 authors of the papers, and the editori-
al board comprised of prominent names of the word
archaeology from nine different countries.

Through this volume, the editorial board
and the Institute of Archaeology would like to heart-
ily congratulate the jubilee to our colleague Vasi¢
and to wish him many more years in archacology.

Vojislav Filipovi¢
Aleksandar Bulatovi¢
Aleksandar Kapuran

TPYAHO ce a IOMOTHE MialiM KoJierama 1o CBUM
MATalkbUMa, He TIOCTaBJbajyhu ce MpUTOM Kao 1med.

MHoru nIetajbu O NMPHUBAaTHOM M mpodecu-
OHaJHOM >kuBoTy Pactka Bacuha u kao apxeoo-
ra, ¥ Kao CIMKapa W KIbIDKeBHUKA, MOTY ce Hahn
y HacTaBKy OBOT 300pHHKa, IITO je Ouia M jemHa
on uaeja npupehusaya. Crora je mpBUX IIe3/ECe-
Tak cTpaHa NMocBeheHO HEroBOM XXHMBOTY M pamy,
ouorpaduju u gerasbHOj OuOMMOrpaduju, OOK je
WHTEPBjy WIycTpoBaH Opojuum BacuheBum ciu-
Kama, o u300py camor ciaBibeHHKa. HakoH Tora
YIPWIMYEHH CypaJoBH nocBehenu koeru Bacuhy,
Ha CHIVICCKOM, HEMA4yKOM, PYCKOM M je3WIIMMa Ou-
Bmre JyrocimaBwje, mopehaHW IO XPOHOJIOIIKOM
pexy. Haxanocr, ojequHu ayTopu MO3BaHU Y KOH-
cyiTanyjama ca CIIaBJbeHHKOM HHCY C€ Of1a3Bajiu
MO3UBY, TIOIJIABUTO 300T HAPYIICHOT 3[PAaBCTBEHOT
CTama, Ia yPeTHUIH U OBOM IPHIMKOM HAIIOMUIbY
na »kaie 300T OBakBOTI pa3Boja cutyaruje. C npyre
CTpaHe, TOHOCHU CMO Ha capikaj 300pHUKa — KaKo
Ha 33 ayTopa nmpuiiora, Tako U Ha peAaKiyjy, y Kojoj
CYy BPXYHCKa UMCHA CBETCKE apXeoJIoTHje U3 JICBET
3emMasba.

Konern Bacwhy ypemuurm u ApXeoionku
WHCTUTYT OBUM 300pHHMKOM OJI CpIIa YECTUTA]y jyOu-
JIej ¥ JKeJe jOIT MHOTO TOMHA Pasia y apXeoJoTHjH.

BojuciaB ®wimnosuh
Anexcannap bynmatosuh
Anekcannap Kamypan



In the National Museum in Belgrade, 2018 (by Aca Pordevic)
Y Haponuom my3ejy, 2018. rongune (dporo Aua Hophesuh)
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Early Bronze Age Barrow Graves in North-West Bulgaria
Stefan Alexandrov

Abstract: Ten Early Bronze Age barrows with 20 mortuary complexes from North-West Bulgaria
are presented in this paper. The earliest barrow grave in North-West Bulgaria is argued to be Tarnak,
“Ninovska barrow”, grave No. 2 that could be dated to Cernavoda I — Cernavoda III period; the other
graves being chronologically assigned to EBA-1b (Zimnicea-Celei), EBA-2 and, EBA-3 periods.
Possible relations between “Yamnaya™ and local populations in the region are discussed as well.

Key words: Early Bronze Age, Lower Danube, barrow graves, EBA pottery and metal ornaments.

In the course of the last 30 years the Early Bronze Age (EBA) in North-West Bulgaria (the
region west of Iskar river) has been subject of many field and analytical investigations. Its basic
characteristics and chronological sequences have already been established (Alexandrov 1995);
mortuary practices remaining one of the most intriguing problems for the investigators. So far, we
have data for 10 EBA barrows with 20 mortuary complexes from the region in our disposal; 17 of
them with secured archaeological context as follows:

1. Barrow necropolis near Tarnava, Vratsa district

According to B. Nikolov the necropolis consisted of more than 20 barrows; three of them
were investigated in 1964-1969 (Huxomos 1996, 291-292; for the anthropological analyses —
Boev 1972, 104-106).

1.1. Barrow I, known as “Glavchovska barrow”, was located about 4 km north of Tarnava
(Plate I1/1). It was 3.5 m in height with a diameter of 23 m. Ten EBA graves had been discovered
in it during the excavations in 1967 (Hukosos 1976, 38-44):

/ e N, -
Plate I — 1) Region investigated; 2) Sites mentioned in text: 1- Tarnava; 2 - Altimir;
3 - Tarnak; 4 - Popitsa; 5 - Kneza; 6 - Harlets; 7 - Kozlodui; 8 - Mihaylovo;

9 - Yakimovo; 10 - Rasovo; 11 - Traykovo; 12 - Gradets; 13 - Lom;

14 - Krushovitsa; 15 - Staliyska mahala; 16 - Oryahovo; 17 - Leskovets.
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Plate II — Location of the EBA barrows investigated in North-West Bulgaria. .1 - Tarnava,
“Glavchovska barrow”; 1.2 - Tarnava, barrow 2; 1.3 - Tarnava, barrow 3; 1.4 Altimir;
II.1 - Kneza; I1.2. - Tarnak, “Ninovska barrow”.

Grave No. 1 — Inhumation (adultus, male) in a rectangular pit covered with wooden planks.
Dimensions of the pit: 2.2 x 1.5 x 1.0 m. The pit had been dug into the ancient humus level and
the virgin soil. Position of the skeleton — relaxed hocker on the right side. Orientation: West-East.
Red ochre over the bones. Inventory — clay vessel decorated with encrusted incised lines and red
paint in front of the skull (Plate V1/3). Outside the pit — bones belonging to bos taurus.

Grave No. 2 — Cremation outside the barrow fill. Some of the burnt bones had been placed
at the bottom of a pit dug into the fill of grave No. 1 and the ancient humus level and covered
with wooden planks. Inventory — a bowl with two horizontal tunnel-lugs near the cremated bones
(Plate VII/8). Animal bones had been found outside the pit.

Grave No. 3 — Inhumation (infans) in a rectangular pit covered with wooden planks. Di-
mensions of the pit: 1.6 x 1.1 x 0.7 m. Position of the skeleton — supine with flexed legs; arms bent
at the elbows. Orientation: North-South. Red ochre over the bones. Inventory — shell beads in the
cervical vertebrae zone. An askos decorated with encrusted incised lines (Plate VII/10) and bones
from bos taurus had been found outside the pit.

Grave No. 4 — Inhumation in a rectangular pit covered with wooden planks. Dimensions
of the pit: 1.8 x 1.0 x 0.9 m. The pit had been dug into the fill of grave No. 1 and the virgin soil.
Position of the skeleton' — hocker on the right side. Orientation: South-North. Red ochre over the
bones. Inventory — clay cup decorated with encrusted incised lines near the skull (Plate VI/1). The
pit had been surrounded by stone walls measuring 5 m in length. The construction is described as
Tomb No. 1, destroyed by later anthropogenic activities.

Tomb No. 2 was built on the surface of the already existing barrow piled above graves 1,
3 and 4. The walls (1 m in height) had been constructed by stones arranged in a quadrant with
length of 6 m. The upper part of the tomb had been covered with wooden planks. Additional fills
were piled above the tomb “...thus, the barrow enlarged significantly its dimensions”’. Two graves
(Nos. 5 and 6) had been found inside the tomb:

Grave No. 5 — Cremation outside the barrow fill. Some of the burnt bones had been placed
at the bottom of a pit dug into the barrow fill and the virgin soil and covered with wooden planks.
Dimensions of the pit: 1.4 x 1.0 x 0.9 m. Inventory — vessel decorated with encrusted incised lines
and red paint (Plates VI/2) and cup decorated with encrusted incised lines (Plate VII/3) near the
cremated bones.

Grave No. 6 — Inhumation (female) in a rectangular pit covered with wooden planks. Di-
mensions of the pit: 1.8 x 0.9 x 0.9 m. Position of the skeleton — supine with flexed legs; arms bent
at the elbows towards the pelvis. Orientation: West-East. Red ochre over the bones. No inventory.

' The grave is not illustrated. Sex and age are not mentioned as well.
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Plate III — Tarnava, “Glavchovska barrow”. Horizontal plan and section of the EBA graves
(adapted from Huxkosios 1976).

Grave No. 7 — Inhumation (infant, ~ 6 years old) in a rectangular pit covered with wooden
planks. Dimensions of the pit: 1.5 x 1.0 x 0.8 m. The pit had been dug into the barrow fill. Position
of the skeleton — supine with flexed legs; left arm bent at the elbows towards the skull; right arm
— near the body. Orientation: Southwest-Northeast. Red ochre over the bones. Inventory — copper
hair-ring at the right shoulder. Outside the pit —a clay bowl with two tunnel-lugs (Plate V11/2) and
animal bones had been discovered.

Grave No. 8 — Inhumation (adultus, female) in a rectangular pit covered with wooden
planks. Dimensions of the pit: 2.0 x 1.2 x 0.8 m. The pit had been dug into the barrow fill. Position
of the skeleton — supine with flexed legs; arms bent at the elbows, alongside the body. Orienta-
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Plate IV — 1,2 - Tarnava, barrow 3, grave 1 - golden hair-rings; 3 - Mihailovo, golden hair-ring,
stray find (after Anexcanapos 2009); 4 - Tarnava, barrow 3, Horizontal plan and section
of the EBA graves (adapted from Hukosos 1976).
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tion: West-East. Red ochre over the bones. Inventory — golden ear-ring — 6.7 gr (Plate X/3) in the
cervical vertebrae zone.

Grave No. 9 — Inhumation (infant, ~ 12 years old) in a rectangular pit covered with wooden
planks. Dimensions of the pit: 1.8 x 1.0 x 0.8 m. The pit had been dug into the barrow fill. Position
of the skeleton — supine with flexed legs; arms alongside the body. Orientation: West-East. Red
ochre over the bones. Inventory — two copper hair-rings, on both sides of the skull and a clay jug?
(Plate X/5) near the shoulder. Outside the pit — bones belonging to bos taurus.

Grave No. 10 — Inhumation (adultus) in a rectangular pit covered with wooden planks.
Dimensions of the pit: 2.2 x 1.1 x 0.9 m. The pit had been dug into the barrow fill. Position of the
skeleton — supine with flexed legs; arms alongside the body. Orientation: West-East. Red ochre
over the bones. No inventory. Outside the pit —a clay bowl with two tunnel-lugs (Plate VII/1) and
animal bones had been found.

It should be added that during the excavations more pottery sherds (Plates VI/4; VII/4-7)
had been found in the barrow fills,* which suggests ritual breaking of vessels during the piling of
the barrow.

1.2. Barrow No. 2 was located in the “Lozyata” (The vineyards) locality, 2 km north of
Tarnava (Plate 11I/1). It had 0.5 m in height and a diameter of 12 m. A single grave had been dis-
covered during the excavations — cremation outside the barrow fill. Some of the burnt bones had
been placed in a small vessel with corded decoration (Plate VII/9), the vessel itself was put in a
pit with dimensions 1.6 x 1.0 x 0.8 m and covered with wooden planks (Huxosos 1976, 44—45).

1.3. Barrow No. 3 was located in the “Ogradishteto” locality, 2.5 km north-east of Tarnava
(Plate II/1). It was 1.0 m in height with a diameter of 15 m. Two graves had been discovered in it
(HuxomnoB 1976, 45-46):

Grave No. 1 — Inhumation (adultus) in a rectangular pit covered with wooden planks.
Dimensions of the pit: 1.8 x 1.0 x 0.8 m. The pit had been dug into the ancient humus level and
the virgin soil. Position of the skeleton — supine with flexed legs; arms bent at the elbows, palms
over the chest. Orientation: South-North. Red ochre over the bones. Inventory — two golden spiral
hair-rings (Plate IV/1,2) with total weight of 6.5 gr, discovered beneath the left c/avicula and right
humerus respectively.

Grave No. 2 — Inhumation (adultus, male) in a rectangular pit covered with wooden planks.
Dimensions of the pit: 1.9 x 0.9 x 0.8 m. The pit had been dug into the ancient humus level and the
virgin soil. Position of the skeleton — supine with flexed legs; arms alongside the body. Orienta-
tion: South-North. Red ochre over the skull. No inventory.

2. Barrow near Kneza, Vratsa district

The barrow was located in the “Koshutanets” locality, 5 km south-west of Kneza (Plate
11/2). It was 1.4 m in height with a diameter of 22 m. A single grave had been discovered during
the excavations — inhumation (adultus) in rectangular pit covered with wooden planks. Dimen-
sions of the pit: 2.0 x 1.2 x 1.0 m. The pit had been dug into the ancient humus level and the virgin
soil. Position of the skeleton — supine with flexed legs; arms alongside the body. Orientation:
South-North. Red ochre over the bones. No inventory (Huxomos 1976, 46—47).

3. Barrow near Tarnak, Vratsa district

The barrow necropolis consisted of at least 4 barrows located north of the village; one of
them — “Ninovska barrow” (Plate 11/2) was investigated in 1993. It was 1.4 m in height with a di-
ameter of 22 m, severely destroyed by treasure-hunters and other modern activities (Plate V/1,5).
Two EBA graves had been discovered in it (Top6os 1994):

Grave No. 2 — Inhumation in a rectangular pit covered with wooden planks. Dimensions of
the pit: 1.8 x 1.0 x 0.8 m. Position of the skeleton — relaxed hocker to the right. Orientation: West-
East. Red ochre over the bones. No inventory. The pit had been dug into the ancient humus level
and the virgin soil. First barrow fill has been piled above the grave (Plate V/4).

2 See the discussion below.
3 Personal information from Bogdan Nikolov.
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Grave No. 1 (partly destroyed by a Middle Age grave-pit) — inhumation in supine position;
the remaining legs bones had traces of heavy burning. Orientation: West-East. Red ochre over
the bones. Inventory — a silver hair-ring (Plate V/2) found between the skull and the cervical
vertebrae zone. Chemical composition: Ag — 85.55%, Sn — 13.2%, Pb — 1.03%, Au — 0.2%, As —
0.006%, Bs — 0.004%, An — 0.003%, Zn — 0.001%. The grave-pit had been dug into the already
existing barrow fill and the virgin soil. Additional barrow fills have been piled over the grave.
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Plate V — Tarnak, “Ninovska barrow”. 1 - The central profile; 2 - silver hair-ring from grave 1;
3 - grave 1; 4 - grave 2; 5 - horizontal plan and section of the barrow (adapted from Top6os 1994).
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4. Barrow near Popitsa, Vratsa district

In the beginning of the 90-es of the 20" century a barrow grave with inhumation has been
destroyed. Red ochre over the bones was mentioned as well.*
5. Barrow near Altimir, Vratsa district

Four vessels have been published as coming from a destroyed barrow grave in “Drandarska
koshara” locality near the village. The additional information was that they come from a crema-
tion grave. The vessels and the grave, respectively, have been dated to the Iron Age (Huxonos
1965, o6p. 16/a-r). However, one of the vessels published (Huxomos 1965, o6p. 16/r = Plate
X/11) has all the characteristics of the EBA-3 pottery and thus, should rather be connected to a
destroyed EBA barrow grave then to the Iron Age one (see the discussion below).
6. Barrow near Harlets, Vratsa district

During the 70-s of the 20™ century a barrow grave, located approximately 3 km south-west
of the roman town Augustae near the village had been destroyed. The deceased had probably been
placed in supine position with flexed legs, the bones being “...covered with red ochre”. A vessel
(Plate X/9) placed near the skull had been found in the grave as well (Mamos 1980, 8; Hukonos
1982, 193, o6p. 1/a).
7. Barrow near Kozlodui, Vratsa district

Excavations by N. Torbov and G. Ganetsovski in 2009-2010. The necropolis consists of
4 barrows from which barrow No. 2 is under investigation. A pottery fragmet from the EBA
Cotofeni culture was found in the barrow fill (Top6oB, I'aneroBcku 2011).
8. Barrow near Leskovets, Montana district

Excavations by D. Agre. The skeleton in the primary grave in barrow No. 1 had been cov-
ered with red ochre. According to the excavator, the inventory of the grave is to be connected with
the EBA (Anekcauapos 1994, 87).°

Stratigraphy and relative chronology of the
barrow graves in North-West Bulgaria

Tarnak barrow

Grave No. 2 is the primary grave (Top6oB 1994). The closest parallel comes from Central
North Bulgaria — Goran-Slatina necropolis, Barrow VII, grave No. 5 (the primary one) — relaxed
hocker inhumation on the left side in a rectangular pit covered with wooden planks; orientated
southwest-northeast; with red ochre over the bones and pieces of red ochre near the skull. An
organic sheet was placed beneath the skeleton. Stratigraphically, grave No. 4 is the next semi-
supine position to the right, followed by graves nos. 1 and 3, with skeletons in supine position
with flexed legs, arms alongside the body (KutoB u mp. 1991, 90-96). Generally, the grave in
discussion enters the group of “relaxed hocker graves” between Danube river and Balkan range
— Zebil 1/1,2,5-7,14,15 and Tulcea-sud (Simion 2003, p. 17; 21-23), Anadolkioi II/1 (Schuchardt,
Traeger 1918), Belitsa (Anekcannpos, beasm 1995); a group of presumed date in Cernavoda I or
Cernavoda IlI-Usatovo periods (Alexandrov 2011).

Grave No. 1. The chronology of the grave might be indicated by the date of the silver hair-
ring (Plate V/2). It enters group IA1 — large, heavy rings with diameter around 2 cm. The best
analogies for the Tarnak one come from Oltenia — Celei settlement, level 2c (Nica 1982, 24, fig.
6/2,3) and Muntenia, Zimnicea flat necropolis (Alexandrescu 1974: 7, Pl. 6/4, 8/11, 9) both dat-
ing to the EBA-1b period (Anexcanapos 2009). Not long ago the earliest hair-rings of this group
were known from Late Tripolye — Usatovo milieu (ITatokosa 1979, 109) but some new investiga-
tions suggest their synchronous appearance in Lower Danube as well. Such rings come from the

* Information from citizens of Byala Slatina in 1993.
° The results of the excavations have not been published yet, so the relation of the grave to EBA is uncertain.
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Smyadovo flat necropolis, grave 20, dated by 2 AMS dates (4445+ 35 BP and 4470+ 30 BP) in
3338-3015 calBC (Chohadzhiev, Mihaylova 2014, 18-19, fig. 28b/3-6). In Thrace they are known
from EBA-2 complexes as well (Alexandrov 2015, Obr. 14), although , it is the author’s opinion
that in the Lower Danube basin their date should be placed in the EBA-1 period, such as the date
of the grave in discussion.

Tarnava, barrow 1 (“Glavchovska barrow”)

From the very beginning “Glavchovska barrow” attracted the attention of specialists. Its
dating to the EBA and relation of the pottery to the Cotofeni Culture (Huxosos 1976, 49; Hukonos
1982, 199) have generally been accepted by most (Georgiev 1982, 190-192; ITanaiioroB 1989,
22-24; KuroB u ap. 1991, 21), while others related some of the graves to Celei (Comsa 1976,
37) or Orlea-Sadovec groups (Roman 1981, 33). According to B. Jovanovi¢, graves Nos. 1 and 3
from one side and 2,4-6 — from the other side, form two groups with parallels in Cotofeni Culture,
while graves Nos. 7-10 should be connected to steppe populations (Jovanovi¢ 1992, 245-246).
F. Burtanescu suggested that the primary grave is grave No.3, connected to ,,...yamnaya” ritual,
synchronous to Orlea-Sadovec, Cotofeni I and Golyama Detelina. Grave No. 30 (Upper Thrace),
and the rest of the graves should be dated to the Cotofeni II, III and post-Cotofeni III periods
(Burtanescu 2002, 327-328), while L. Nikolova argued that the last grave — No. 10, based on
the bowl discovered, should be dated to the end of the Cotofeni Culture (Nikolova 1999, 383;
Huxkonosa 2000, 440-441).

It is quite obvious that the chronological distribution of the Tarnava, barrow 1 graves have
been subject of different approaches, leading to different conclusions. On several occasions, the
author of the present article argued for a chronological sequence of Tarnava, barrow 1 graves
(Anexcannpos 1994, 86—87; Anexcanapos 2011, Alexandrov 2011), which will be summarized
here using the last investigations of the problematic EBA barrow in South-Eastern Europe:

1. Stratigraphic observations: According to B. Nikolov the primary grave is grave No. 1,
the author underlining that “... after the burial, clay had been piled above the grave, thus forming
a small barrow” (Hukomos 1976, 40). Chronologically, next is grave No. 3, above which another
clay fill had been piled “...thus, the initial barrow enlarged its dimensions” (HuxomoB 1976, 41).
Next in line come the two stone constructions labeled as “tombs”. The first one, related to grave
No. 4, had been built in the eastern part of the already existing barrow on an initially “.../eveled
and well tamped terrain”. The second tomb, related to graves Nos. 5 and 6, had been located in
the “...western part of the barrow fill of the first tomb”, which is additional proof of the existence
of a separate barrow fill over grave No.4. Above tomb No. 2 additional “clay” had been piled,
“...thus, the barrow enlarged significantly its dimensions” (Huxonos 1976: 41-42). Graves Nos.
7-10 had been dug into the barrow fill without adding new ones (Hukosos 1976: 42—44). From the
above mentioned, the sequence of the graves discovered should be: grave No. 1 (the primary one)
— grave No. 3 — grave No. 2 — grave No. 4 (tomb 1) — graves Nos. 5, 6 (tomb 2) — graves
Nos.7-10. This sequence was illustrated in the original publication (Huxonos 1976, O6p.1) and is
presented here as well (Plate 3).

In several publications, the vessels discovered near graves Nos. 3, 7 and 10 (Plate VII/1,2,10)
have been related to the graves that had been found nearby (Comsa 1976, 37; Roman 1981, 33;
Nikolova 1999, 383; Hukonosa 2000, 440—441; Motzoi-Chicideanu 2011, 256). However, it is
quite clear, considering the fact that all the grave pits had been covered with wooden planks, that
those vessels had been found outside the mortuary complexes/graves. Then, including the fact
that barrow fills had been piled above graves Nos.1-6, I think it is more reasonable for the vessels
in discussion are connected with the mortuary practices performed during the piling of the barrow
fills, rather than to the respective graves. Supporting such an assumption are the fragments found
in the fills (Plate VI/4; V11/4-7), but were not mentioned in the original publication from 1976.

2. Relative chronology of the graves.

2.1. The vessel from grave No. 9. The published vessel — an askoidal cup (Plate X/5) has
been subject of several scientific arguments. Its shape is characteristic of the Zimnicea — Ml3jet
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— Sanzieni chronological horizon (Roman 1986, 30; Alexandrov 2002; Schuster 2003, 112), even
argued to represent the “...secondary region” of its regional development (Motzoi-Chicideanu,
Olteanu 2000, 24-25). Considering the stratigraphic position of grave No. 9 — one of the latest in
the barrow, a later chronological position of the Zimnicea Group compared to the Cotofeni Cul-
ture has been, quite logically, argued as well (Bajenaru 2014, 231). In fact, the published vessel
coming from grave No. 9 (Huxonos 1976, O6p. 11/a = Plate X/5) is registered in Vratsa Museum
(inv. No. A-670) before the excavations of Tarnava barrows as a stray find from Krushovitsa (to-

Plate VI — Tarnava, “Glavchovska barrow”. Pottery. 1 - Grave 4; 2 - Grave 5; 3 - Grave 1; 4 - from the fill.
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gether with another askoidal cup — inv. No. A-669; see Alexandrov 2002, PI. 1/4). I have already
argued that its appearance in the Tarnava publication was the result of a technical fault (Alexan-
drov 2002, 141-142) and, therefore, should be excluded from the Tarnava finds discussion.

2.2. The askos found near grave No. 3 and the fragments from the fill (Plate VI1/6,10). Ac-
cording to E. Comsa the vessel is to be related to the Celei group (Comsa 1976, 37). Based on a
fragment of a similar askos found in Orlea (Roman 1976a, Fig. 12/1) P. Roman and 1. Motzoi-
Chicideanu connected Grave No. 3 to the Orlea-Sadovec group (Roman 1981, 33; Motzoi-Chi-
cideanu 2011, 256). However, the closest parallel of the Tarnava askoi comes from the Altimir,
Bresta locality, where a very similar askos (Plate IX/1) was found in a Cotofeni III Culture pit.
(I'anemoBcku 2006, Tadm. 11/1,2,4). A similar askos comes from a destroyed inhumation barrow
grave from Carna, Oltenia connected to the Cotofeni III culture (Bichir 1958a, 101-103) as well
as from several other Cotofeni sites in North-West Bulgaria (Plate 1X/2,4).

2.3. Bowls from grave No. 2 and near grave No. 7, both covered with red slip (Plate VI1/2,8).
In the aforementioned Carna barrow grave, a bowl and a fragment of another had also been found,
both identical to the Tarnava ones (Bichir 1958a, 101-103, fig. 1-3; Bichir 1958b, 101-103, fig.
5/1; 6). The form and decoration are characteristic for the Cotofeni culture III (type Ib3) and have
their best parallels in the Castrele Traiane site, Oltenia (Roman 1976, PL. 89/1).

2.4. Vessels from graves Nos.1 and 5. It is worth mentioning that both vessels were deco-
rated with encrusted incised lines and crude red paint (Plate V1/2,3). The shape is characteristic of
the Cotofeni culture (type IXb3, known as “vessels for liquids transportation™). Identical vessels
come from a cremation grave near Macesu de Jos, Oltenia (Dumitrescu 1960: 76, fig. 4/3) as well
as from the destroyed cremation necropolis at Ostrovul Corbului, Iron Gates region (Berciu 1939:
24, fig. 13/1) dated to Cotofeni III phase (Roman 1976a: P1. 97/5). Vessels of this type come from
North-West Bulgaria as well: the Gradets settlement — level 11,° Traykovo and Kozlodui — Kilera
sites (Plate VII1/4,7-9; 1X/4-6), all of them dated to the Cotofeni III phase. The existence of virtu-
ally the same vessel and decoration in both graves strongly suggests that the burials in graves 1-6
had been performed within a relatively short period of time.

2.5. The cup from grave No. 4 represents type XV from the typology of the Cotofeni culture
pottery. It is a characteristic shape for the third phase of the culture in South Oltenia. An identi-
cal cup, including the two tunnel lugs, comes from the Basarabi settlement (Roman 1976, 45, PL.
32/1;90/14).

2.6. Graves Nos. 7-10 form the latest group in the barrow. The grave inventory consists
of a copper ring in grave No. 7 (Hukomos 1976, O6p. 10/a); two copper hair-rings in grave No.
9 (Hukomnos 1976, O6p. 10/6,8) and a golden ear-ring in grave No. 8 (Plate 10/3). The hair-rings
from grave No. 8 belongs to the group IA2, generally dating to the second half of the 4" — 3 mil-
lennium BC (Anekcanapos 2009 and the discussion below).

The golden ear-ring from grave No. 9 belongs to the so-called ”Leucas” type, first known
from the “grave circle R” from Dorpfeld’s excavations in Leucas, North-West Greece (Dorpfeld
1927, Beil. 60/3,4; 63/3,5). The dating of the necropolis is quite arguable. According to R. Ham-
mond and K. Branigan it covers Early Helladic II — the beginning of Middle Helladic periods
(Hammond 1974, 135-138; Branigan 1975, 38) while, based on the pottery analyses of “circle
R”, S. Miiller states that ,,...terminus post quem for piling the first barrows is the very end of
Early Helladic Il or the beginning of Early Helladic 111" (Miller 1989, 15, 39). Similar is the
situation with the five ear-rings from Velika Gruda, Montenegro, dated by M. Primas at the end
of 4" — beginning of 3™ millennium BC (Primas 1996, 25,39,53) although other authors have
connected them to post-Vucedol period (Tasi¢ 1995, 145; Durman 1988, 58—60) or in a period
between 2750-2500 BC (Harrison, Heyd 2007, Fig. 48). Two golden ear-rings of the ,,.Leucas”
type come from grave No. 1, barrow No. 3 near Ampoita, Transylvania, synchronized with the
Late Glina and Odaia Turcului and dated ,,...not later than Early Helladic III” (Ciugudean 1991,

¢ Excavations Ana Iocova (Vidin Museum).
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85, Abb. 20/4,5; Ciugudean 1996, 128, Fig. 96). The type is known from Oryahovo, North-West
Bulgaria (Plate X/2) and Petrich, South-West Bulgaria (both kept in NAIM-Sofia), from a barrow
grave near Jurilovca, North Dobrudza (Vasiliu 2008, Fig. 4/2; Popescu 2010, 168, Fig. 1/14) as
well as from Yunacite tell (Plate X/1 = MukoB 1940, o6p. 14; Mutkosa 2011, O6p. 2/1). All of
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Plate VII — Tarnava, “Glavchovska barrow”. Pottery. 1 - from the fill, near grave 10;
2 - from the fill, near grave 7; 3 - Grave 5; 4-7 - from the fill; 8 - Grave 2;
10 - from the fill, near grave 3; 9 - Tarnava, barrow 2, grave 1.
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them, unfortunately, remain without certain archaeological context. However, considering the
stratigraphic position of the Grave No. 9, as well as the chronological position of the Ampoita
grave (Ciugudean 2011), I am inclined to date the “Leukas” type ear-rings to the Post-Cotofeni
period, or EBA-3 according to the Bulgarian periodization of the period.

Concluding for “Glavchovska barrow” — graves Nos.1-6 date to EBA-2 period. All of them
had their separate barrow fill/fills; during their piling, clay vessels had been broken and thrown
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Plate VIII — Gradets, level II. Cotofeni III pottery with parallels in the “Glavchovska barrow”.
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into the fills - some of them near the grave-pits. All the discovered vessels and fragments should
be connected to the Cotofeni Culture, phase I1I. Graves Nos.7-10 were dug into the already exist-
ing barrow without adding additional fills. According to their inventory - metal ornaments - they
could be dated to the EBA-3 period, quite possibly to the very beginning.
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Plate IX — North-West Bulgaria. Cotofeni Culture pottery with parallels in the “Glavchovska barrow”.
1 - Altimir; 2 - Rasovo; 3 - Yakimovo, Gradishteto; 4 - Kozlodui, Saltirov Vodopoy
(after [TanaitoroB,AnexcanapoB 1988); 5 - Traykovo; 6 - Kozlodui, Kilera.
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Tarnava, Barrow 2.

The cremation grave, No. 1, is the only grave in the barrow. The vessel used as an “urn”,
a corded decorated beaker (Plate VII/9), is not common for the local EBA pottery production
and has been connected by V. Dergacev to the “Dniester variant of Yamnaya Culture” (epraues
1986, 79). Similar vessels and corded decorations are common for the Yamnaya graves in North-
West Pontic area — Dalnik II, Trapovka 4/5; 6/20 (Cy66otun 2000, Puc. 4/6, 14, 17); Bash-
tanovka, barrow No. 7, grave No. 12 (MBarosa 2001, Puc. 9/3) etc., but they are to be found in the
flat necropolis in Brailita, in the Danube delta as well, with the closest parallel from there coming
from grave No. 30, which is related to the Cernavoda II Culture (Hartuche 2002, 55, 133, Fig.
90/4). Further west in Walachia, such vessels with corded decorations appear in secondary graves
from Ploiesti-Triaj, barrow Il (Comsa 1989). Considering the aforementioned, the grave from
Tarnava could be dated to the end of EBA-1 — EBA-2, according to Bulgarian periodization of the
period. This date is supported by the observation that barrow graves with such vessels provided
4C samples ”... seemingly dating to after 3050/3000 BC” (Frinculeasa et al. 2015, 23).
Tarnava, Barrow 3.

The two graves were situated under a single barrow fill, suggesting their synchronism. Their
relative chronological position could be established by the two golden hair-rings from grave No.
1 (Plate IV/1,2). They belong to the group A2 — smaller and lighter compared to the Tarnak ring,
with a diameter around 1 cm (Anexcauapos 2009). The hair-rings have recently been the sub-
ject of several analysis (Motzoi-Chicideanu, Olteanu 2000; Cy66otun 2002; Anexcarapos 2009;
Popescu 2010; Preda 2015), so here I will add some new observations considering their chrono-
logical position in the Lower Danube region. Alongside the hair-rings from group [A1, they ap-
pear in the North-Pontic region as early as Late Tripolye and Usatovo (epraues, Manzypa 1991,
71, 101, 107; puc. 47/11, 63/3, 68/8) being characteristic for Yamnaya and Katakomnaya com-
plexes there as well (Dergacev 2002: 104; Banropoanscka 1987, 3-5, puc. 2/11,12). The chrono-
logical timespan of their existence in the Lower Danube basin is from 3338-3015/3370-3090
calBC — AMS dates from Smyadovo, grave 20 and Aricestii-Rahtivani, Barrow 4, grave 5 respec-
tively to 2890-2580 BC — AMS dates from Aricestii-Rahtivani, Barrow 4, grave 4 (Chohadzhiev,
Mihaylova 2014, 18-19, fig. 28b/3-6; Frinculeasa et al. 2015, 15). Even their later appearance
here is not excluded from the EBA-3 period, suggested by the copper ring from the barrow grave
from Verbita (Oltenia) which is associated with pottery related to the Late Glina period (Berciu,
Roman 1984, fig.1/3). So, considering the above mentioned, the Tarnava, Barrow 3 graves should
be dated in the broader frame of the EBA, or 3300-2300 BC.

Kneza barrow.

Alongside Goran-Slatina, barrow No. 4, grave No. 3 (Kutos u np. 1991, 77), the only grave
in Kneza barrow is considered by L. Nikolova to be one of the earliest “Yamnaya” graves in the
Balkans dating to the end of the 4™ millennium BC (Huxosnosa 2000, 440). The arguments for
such a precise dating do not seem very convincing, so [ am inclined to date the grave in discussion
in the general frames of the EBA only.

Altimir barrow grave.

As mentioned above, in a 1965 publication a stray find of 4 vessels was related to a de-
stroyed Late Iron Age cremation barrow grave. While three of the published vessels (Hukomnos
1965, 175, o6p. 16/a-B) are, without doubt, characteristic for that period, the forth one, a bowl
(presented here at Plate X/11) could have another date. Its closest parallels come from Staliyska
mahala, Bagachina site dated to the EBA-3 period (Alexandrov 2007, 226-230, P1. VIII/2,3,7,9-
11). Similar bowls come from the Glina IV settlement at Ostrovul Corbului, Iron Gates region
(Roman 1998, Abb. 3/5) as well as from Hotnitsa, Central North Bulgaria (Ilcheva 2000, fig.
2/9). Similar vessels come from Dyakovo, Central West Bulgaria, associated with Yunatsite-type
cup also dated to EBA-3 (Alexandrov 1998, fig. 5/2-4,7). Such vessels appear in EBA com-
plexes from the Central Balkans as well — Gradina and Juzac near Pazariste (Jevti¢ 1997, PI.
V/4; X11/2); Bubanj (by6ans 1983, cat. Nos. 137, 138; bymarosuh, Crankoscku 2012, T. 11/12),
Pelince (bynarosuh, CrankoBcku 2012, T. L11/22,24, LV/43).
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It is obvious that the Altimir find is not genuine. However, if its relation to the barrow graves
is to be accepted, than the only possible explanation would be that the bowl in discussion comes
from an EBA-3 barrow grave which was destroyed by a later Iron Age cremation grave. All the
other characteristics of the EBA grave, especially if it had been a cremation one, remain uncertain.

19 10§ N

S 0 6 cm

Plate X — EBA-3 materials from West Bulgaria. 1 - golden ear-ring from Yunacite (after
Murtxkosa 2011); 2 - golden ear-ring from Oryahovo; stray find; 3 - golden ear-ring from Tarnava,
Glavchovska barrow, Grave §; 4,8 - Yakimovo, Mogilata; 5 - Krushovitsa (stray find, EBA-1),
published as coming from Tarnava, “Glavchovska barrow”, Grave 9; 6,7,10 - Lom, stray finds;
9 - Harlets, destroyed barrow grave; 10 - Altimir, destroyed barrow grave.
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Harlets barrow grave.

According to L. Nikolova, the vessel from the grave had been made following the tradition
of the ceramic production during the EBA-2 period (Nikolova 1999, 63, 383). However, distant
resemblances present the jugs from the aforementioned Aricestii-Rahtivani, barrow 4, grave 5,
dated to 3370-3090 cal. BC (Frinculeasa et al. 2015, 15; Fig. 11) and in the one from Glubokoe
(Hepraues 1999, o6p. 27/3). Similar jugs come from the Edinets Culture ([epraues 1986, puc.
27/9) as well as from Ezerovo sites (Tonceva 1981, figs. 9-10 and, especially fig. 9/1). In my opin-
ion the shape is not common for the EBA-1 and 2 ceramic traditions in the region (Cernavoda I1I,
Zimnicea — Celei, Cotofeni) and should probably be dated to EBA-3 period.

Finally, the following conclusions could be drawn from the discussion above:

1. So far, the earliest barrow grave in North-West Bulgaria is Tarnak, “Ninovska barrow”,

grave No. 2 and could be dated to the Cernavoda I — Cernavoda III period;

2. Chronologically next comes Tarnak, “Ninovska barrow”, grave No. 1, dated to the EBA-

1b period;

3. Graves Nos.1-6 from Tarnava, “Glavchovska barrow” and, probably the cremation grave

from Tarnava, barrow 2 date to EBA-2 period;

4. Graves Nos.7-10 from Tarnava, “Glavchovska barrow” as well as the destroyed barrow

graves from Altimir and Harlets date to EBA-3 period;

5. The rest of the graves should be dated in the general frames of the EBA period.

Some conclusive remarks

All the barrows investigated are located in the relatively flat regions of North-West Bul-
garia; with the exception of the Leskovets grave, none are known in the sub-montane zone of
the Balkan range or in the river lowlands so far. Barrow graves appear in the region as far west
as Ogosta River, but some new information could place them further west — to the Lomska River
region.” At the present stage of the investigations, no connections between a barrow necropolis and
a settlement could be established.

In a broader context, the North-West Bulgaria region follows the chronological and spatial
patterns of the appearance and distribution of the barrow graves in the Lower Danube basin: quite
a few graves are earlier than 3100 BC and their massive appearance was around and after that date
(Alexandrov, Kaiser 2016; Frinculeasa et al. 2013). The connection of most of the graves to the
“Yamnaya” culture is a common belief, as the region investigated presents bi-ritualism and various
positions of the skeletons in the inhumation graves; the Cotofeni Culture pottery in EBA-2 graves
and in the fills suggest a co-existence of “Yamnaya” and local populations in different micro-
regions during that period (ITanaiiotoB 1989, 48—51). This relation is also seen north of the Danube
River, in the barrows with Cotofeni culture pottery from Suharu-Dolj, Carna, Rast, Basarabi and
Plopsor, Oltenia (AnexkcanapoB, 1994, 87; Frinculeasa et al. 2015, 33), and even further east as
well — Arichestii Rahtivani, barrow 4, grave 3, Wallachia (Frinculeasa et al. 2015, 16, Fig. 6/5) and
Taraclia, Budzhak steppes, barrow 14, grave No. 16 (Agulnikov 1995, 82-82, Pl. 1/4-10).

The securely dated EBA-3 graves present supine position with flexed legs only. The grave
inventory — metal spiral rings, ear-rings of the “Leukas” type, pottery related to Glina IV or
Beloti¢-Bela Crkva and Somogyvar groups (Anekcanapos 1994, 88; Frinculeasa et al. 2015,
33-34) suggests increasing western/south-western contacts with the Yamnaya groups during that
period, generally characterized in the investigated region by T-shaped bowls and cups/jugs (Plate
X/4,6,7,8,10,11) with parallels west/southwest in the Lower Danube region. The questions related
to the possible movement of such groups from the east together with Glina populations in EBA-3
(Roman 1976, 75) should be the subject of another analyses, as well as should be related to the
appearance of the barrow graves in the Cernavoda I — Cernavoda III periods.

" The Cotofeni materials from Traikovo (Plate IX/5) probably come from the fill of a barrow near the village.
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