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ABSTRACT

The lack of bronze coins of the senate issues in circulation in the Danubian and Balkan provinces at the start of
the 3™ century was especially pronounced and was probably the main reason for opening the provincial mint in
Viminacium in 239 and subsequently in Dacia in 246. Opening this two mints represented the official way for
temporarily solving the problem in the functioning of the Empire's monetary system. However, it seems that the
two newly founded mints had different roles. As shown by comparative analyses of monetary finds of these two
mints, issues of Viminacium were intended for broader circulation, while issues of the province of Dacia seem
to have been minted solely for the needs of the domicile province

Relatively small presence of Provincia Dacia issues at territory of present-day Serbia, nevertheless shows that
they had certain significance in monetary circulation in this part of Roman empire.

KEY WORDS: ROMAN PROVINCIAL COINAGE, "PROVINCIAL DACIA"', SERBIA, VIMINACIUM

The lack of bronze coins of the senate issues in circula-
tion in the Danubian and Balkan provinces at the start
of the 3™ century was especially pronounced and was
probably the main reason for opening the provincial
mint in Viminacium in 239 AD, and subsequently in
Dacia in 246 AD. The lack of small bronze denomina-
tions was particularly evident in Moesia Superior and
both Pannonias.!

In Pannonia Superior, from the beginning of the reign
of Septimius Severus, there was an extraordinary in-
crease in the number of /imesfalsa coinage, which com-
pensated for the lack of Senate issues. The minting of
limesfalsa coins ceased at the beginning of the rule
of Gordian III, and the cessation of his coinage can
be linked principally with the start of operation at the

'Bori¢-Breskovi¢ 2011, 417418, ref. 34-49; Bojsoxa, Ilerposuh 2011: 288-289; BojBona, Jecperuh 2012: 121-122; Bojsoma 2013:
159-160; Vojvoda, Mrdi¢ 2015: 1417, ref. 10-13; Vojvoda, Mrdi¢ 2017, 15-16; Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2018, 74, ref. 3; Vojvoda,

Crnobrnja 2018, 133, ref. 10.
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mint in Viminacium, and partly with the opening of the
mint in Dacia.?

An analysis of the monetary finds from Moesia Supe-
rior, which includes the reign of Commodus, shows
that bronze provincial coins of the Asia Minor, Thra-
cian and Lower Moesian mints were not so frequent,
whereas coins from the Macedonian mints were more
numerous. During the rule of Septimius Severus, his
sons and Elagabalus, the situation changed. In that
period one notices a quantity of provincial bronze coins
that was twice as high than before, wherein the largest
number of issues came from the Macedonian mints,
primarily Stobi. Also, the inflow of coins from the Bi-
thynian mint of Nicaea gradually increased, the lar-
gest inflow of which was registered during the reign of
Severus Alexander. The situation remained the same,
even during the initial years of the rule of Gordian III.
The opening of the mint in Viminacium and the start
of circulation of its coins was immediately reflected
in the reduced inflow of coins from the Nicaea mint.
In the period from Philip I to joint reign of Valerian I
and Gallienus, almost all the finds of provincial issues
originated from the mint in Viminacium, and the issues
from the province of Dacia and the Nicaea mint were
represented in a lesser measure (Graphs. 1 and 2)

The majority of known Provincia Dacia coin finds,
from the territory of present-day Serbia, have already
been published. The volume of published finds inclu-
des several collections: the Belgrade City Museum
(183 pcs),® Viminacium from archaeological excavati-
ons (11 pes),* National Museum in PoZarevac (43 pcs),’
from Macva district (4 pcs),’ as well as specimens from

10 published coin hoards (62 pcs).” We know that a
certain number of Provincia Dacia coins is still unpu-
blished and comes from several museums in Serbia
(Map 1). For example from the National Museum in
Belgrade (105 pcs),® and we also known that Archaeo-
logical Museum in Zagreb keep (12 pcs) which origi-
nating from the territory of Serbia.’

The discovered coins of Provincia Dacia, which were
from a proportionately far smaller production compa-
red with the Viminacium mint, played their role in mo-
netary circulation at the territory of present-day Serbia.
With a total of 416 pieces registered so far, coins of
Provincia Dacia, compared with the monetary finds of
the Viminacium mint, account for 8.33% in hoard finds
(Graph. 3) and 5% of individual finds (Graph. 4).

Finds from the territory of present-day Serbia are also
illustrative for the analysis of overall production of the
Dacia mint. On the basis of all known specimens, a far
greater representation was registered at the fifth year of
the local era (ANNO V, i.e. 250/251 AD) with 42.50%.
These are issues that were minted for Trajan Decius,
Trebonianus Gallus and members of their families.
Following are the third, first and second year of the
local era, while only ANNO VIII is prominent among
the later years (Graph. 5).

On the other hand, the circulation of Provincia Dacia
coins is quite different at the territory of the domicile
province. The frequency of coins of the first year of the
local era is the highest in Dacia, and it only dropped
as the years progressed. The index is a little lower in
the second year and then it registers a drastic drop in

IMartin 1992, 9; Gazdac 2005, 499-500; Gazdac, Alfoldy- Gazdac 2008, 136, ref. 10; Nad 2012, 387-388, Table 2; Bori¢-Breskovic,

Vojvoda 2018, 74, ref. 4;
‘pHoGpma 1993.

*Vojvoda, Mrdi¢ 2015, 341-342, cat. 2605-2608; Vojvoda, Mrdi¢ 2017, 439-440, cat. 3283-3285; four pieces are unpublish.

*bennapesuh, bpankosuh 2016, 143-167.
*bopuh-bpemkosuh, [Terposuh 2012, 149, cat. 80—83.

"Bosnjane, Varvarin, 2 pcs (c¢f- bopuh-bpemkosuh 1988, 89-96); BreZane, Pozarevac, 2 pcs (cf. Bynuh 1905, 92-93); Bujkovac, Vranjska
Banja, 12 pcs (¢f. bopuh-bpemkosuh, Mutposuh 2014, 87-134; Vlaji¢a Brdo I, Smederevska Palnaka, 14 pcs (¢f. Apcenujepuh 1997,
43-108); Vranje, surroundings, 3 pcs (c¢f- bopuh-bpemxkosuh 1988, 89-96); VrkaSice, Sremska Mitrovica, 10 pcs (cf: Opnos 1970,
153-161); Izvore, Kosovska Mitrovica, 2 pcs (CtamenkoBuh, Camapyuh 2013, 163—-181); Popovac, Paradin, 2 pcs (cf. bopuh-Bpemkosuh
1979, 39-54); Sremska Mitrovica, 8 pcs (cf: Opnos 1972, 153—161); Cuprija, surroundings, 7 pes (¢f. Bopuh-Bpemkosnh 1983, 69-84);
Bopuh-bpemkosuh, [Terposuh 2012, 136, ref. 6; benniapesuh, bpankosuh 2016, 149, ref. 31-41.

8We would like to extend our sincerest thanks to Mrs. Bori¢-Breskovi¢ from National Museum in Belgrade, for the kindly shered infor-
mation.

°Cavagna 2012, 183, ref. 5; Benyapesuh, Bpankosuh 2016, 150, ref. 45; We would like to extend our sincerest thanks to colleague Miroslav
Nad from Archaeological Museum Zagreb, for the kindly shared information.
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Graph. 1 — Presence of the entire provincial coinage in Moesia Superior, according periods
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Graph. 2 — Presence of the provincial coinage from the Balkan and Asia Minor mints in Moesia Superior

the third.'’ Graph 6 illustrate a significant increase in
issues of the third year of the local era is registered at
the territory of present-day Serbia.

During 249-250 AD, that is ANNO 1V, a large drop in
production was registered both in Dacia and Moesia

Superior, after which the biggest inflow of Provincia
Dacia coins was registered at the territory of present-
day Serbia the following year. Moreover, an increase
is also observed in Dacia, but far below the maximum
registered in Moesia Superior in the fifth year of the
local era. From then on, until the end of operation of

"Gazdac 2008: 275, 277, Fig. 9; Gazdac, Alfoldy-Gazdac 2008:152, Fig. 10; Borié-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda, 2018, 86, ref. 66.
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Map 1 — Distribution of »Provincia Dacia« coins at the territory of present-day Serbia

the mint, the registered inflow of this type of coins was
approximately the same in both provinces, with only
ANNO VIII being a little more prominent in frequency.

The following graphs demonstrate that issues of the
Dacia mint had different roles in circulation in the do-
micile province compared with Moesia Superior and
both Pannonias (Graphs. 6-8).!"! The inflow of coins
from the Dacia mint in both Pannonias is almost identi-
cal to that in Moesia Superior. In the domicile province
of Dacia, this inflow differs, especially in the initial
years of the mint's operation. It should be stressed
that, from the years 249 and 250 AD, monetary finds
of this mint are encountered almost exclusively in the
southern parts of the province. This is one of the facts

Gazdac, Alfoldy-Gazdac, 2008, 139-140.

that speaks in favour of the claim that the mint was
located in Apulum, and not in Ulpia Traiana Sarmize-
getusa. Besides, Apulum was the base of the Legio 13™
Gemina, and the ore-rich areas in the Western Carpa-
thians were also nearby.!2

Events in the Roman Empire, especially in the eastern
Balkans, certainly affected to the work of the Vimina-
cium and Dacia mints. Due to the usurpation of Pa-
catianus, who used Viminacium as his base, and the
subsequent conflict between Philip I and Trajan Decius
during the summer of 249, there was a brief interrup-
tion in operation in both provincial mints. 10" year of
local era, from October 248 -October 249, being com-
pletely absent in Viminacium, while the mint in Dacia

12Gazdac-Alfoldy, Gazdac 2005, 651; Gazdac, Gazdac-Alfoldy 2008, 145-146.
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issued 4™ year of its lokal era, only after the Senate's
recognition of Decius in October 249 and there is no
issue of the same lokal year for Philip I, while ANNO
IV began in July or August 249.13

The events from 250-251 AD, (the 12" year of the
Viminacium era and 5" year of the Dacia local era)
are in connection with the military activities of Gothic
tribes and their raids of the Moesia Inferior and Thra-
cia, also with the stay of Trajan Decius in the Balkans
and his passing through Viminacium. In summer 250
AD, Decius was in Moesia Inferior and, after the vic-
tory at Nicopolis on the Danube, he crossed into Dacia

3Gazdac, Gazdac-Alfoldy 2008, 141-142.
“Bacuh 2012, 16-19.

where he defeated the Carpi, and returned to Thracia
in autumn.*The increased presence of the military was
certainly reflected in the greater output of both Balkan
mints during 250-251 AD. The mints in Dacia and Vi-
minacium supplied the military units that were trans-
ferred to the war zones and the hinterlands.

The highest concentration of Provincia Dacia coins
was registered along the Danube limes, especially in
Viminacium and its nearer and broader vicinity. The
areas with the second most frequent monetary finds of
such a type is along the Morava land route southwards,
all the way to Vranje and its vicinity. A lone find, out-
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Graph. 6 — Presence of »Provincia Dacia« coins at the territory of present-day Serbia

side of these directions, is the hoard from the village of
Izvore near Kosovska Mitrovica, which is probably the
result of insufficient exploration. The third significant
area of concentration of Provincia Dacia coinage was
noticed along the Sava valley, especially in its lower
part.

The founding of the mint in Viminacium and, a little
later, in Dacia, represented an official attempt to tem-

porarily solve the problem in the functioning of the
Empire's monetary system. However, it seems that the
two newly established Balkan mints had different roles.
Viminacium issues had a far greater production and a
broader area of circulation, while issues of the provin-
ce of Dacia seem to have been minted solely for the
needs of the domicile province. Besides, Viminacium
issues were more frequent than Dacian ones even in
Dacia. Only in the period from 246 to 249 did the mint
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in Dacia have a greater output and exceed the number
of Viminacium issues in Dacia, whereas Viminacium
issues were once again more frequent after the reign
of Philip I until Valerian I."> The production of the two
Balkan mints, in Dacia and Viminacium, represented
the way to manage the monetary crisis in the middle
of the 3™ century AD and supply the military with the
necessary coins.
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