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Izreka ka`e: „^ovek snuje, a Bog odlu~uje”. Tako je i sa kwigom Svet sredwovekovnih utvr|ewa, gradova

i manastira – namera uredni{tva i ̀ eqa prilo`nika bila je da ona bude zbornik radova u ~ast Marka

Popovi}a. Uz veliko po{tovawe prema wegovim doprinosima u spoznavawu sredwovekovne pro{losti

Srbije i o~uvawu nacionalnog kulturnog nasle|a, zbornik je tako|e trebalo da poka`e, kako stru~noj

javnosti tako i samom Popovi}u, a na na~in uobi~ajen u nau~nom svetu, da wegovo delo predstavqa

istinsku inspiraciju istra`iva~ima razli~itih disciplina i generacija. Na`alost, pred kraj

rada na uobli~avawu publikacije zatekla nas je tu`na vest o wegovom odlasku. 

Ovom kwigom odajemo po~ast velikom arheologu, kolegi i prijatequ Marku Popovi}u.

The saying goes that man proposes, but God disposes, and it has proved to be true for the book The World of

Medieval Fortresses, Cities and Monasteries. Its editors and contributors intended it as a festschrift to honour

Marko Popovi}. With great appreciation for his many contributions to unravelling the medieval past of Serbia

and preserving the national cultural heritage, it was also meant to show, to specialised publics and Marko

Popovi} himself, in the form common in the academic world, how truly inspiring his exhaustive work has been

to researchers from different disciplines and generations. To our deep regret, the sad news of his passing came

just as this collection of essays was being put into final form. 

With this book, we pay homage to the great archaeologist, colleague and friend Marko Popovi}.
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U DRUGOJ POLOVINI 20. VEKA ARHEOLOGIJA DO@IVQAVA PREPOROD NA ZAPADNOM BALKANU,

u nekada{woj Jugoslaviji, pa samim tim i u Srbiji. Nakon obimnih iskopavawa u okviru zna~ajnog projek-

ta izgradwe hidroelektrane \erdap, arheolo{ka istra`ivawa nastavqena su, izme|u ostalog, opse`nim

programima za{tite i o~uvawa sredwovekovnog kulturnog nasle|a, od kojih pojedini traju prakti~no do

na{ih dana. Kompleksni arheolo{ki projekti zahtevali su qude „od formata” – istovremeno dobre orga-

nizatore iskopavawa i nau~no akribi~ne istra`iva~e. Oba ta znamena, ali i mnogo vi{e od wih, bila su

sadr`ana u li~nosti arheologa Marka Popovi}a. Du`e od pedeset godina on je bio dominantna figura

srpske arheologije sredweg veka, sa izuzetno vrednim rezultatima na zahtevnom poqu izu~avawa, za{ti-

te i promocije kulturnog nasle|a.

* * *

Marko Popovi} je ro|en 1944. godine u U`icu, a {kolovao se u Beogradu. Na Filozofskom fakultetu u

Beogradu diplomirao je 1966. godine, magistrirao 1971, a doktorirao 1980. Profesionalnu karijeru za-

po~iwe 1968. godine u Zavodu za za{titu spomenika kulture grada Beograda, za koji ostaje vezan tokom ce-

le svoje karijere, kako u~e{}em u realizaciji niza konzervatorsko-restauratorskih projekata na Beo-

gradskoj tvr|avi, tako i ure|ivawem wegovog glasila Nasle|e, ~iji je i pokreta~. U Arheolo{ki institut

dolazi 1976. godine i u wemu ostaje sve do odlaska u penziju 2011. godine. Pored toga {to je rukovodio

brojnim istra`iva~kim projektima, godinama je vodio i nau~nu politiku te ku}e u svojstvu predsedni-

ka Nau~nog ve}a. Penzionisawe nije ozna~ilo kraj wegove karijere. Mnoge velike poslove uradio je u

prethodnoj deceniji, pri ~emu mo`emo ista}i impresivne rezultate istra`ivawa i konzervacije Novog

Brda, tim pre {to su se ti radovi odvijali u slo`enom politi~kom ambijentu.

Nau~no usmerewe Marka Popovi}a na arheologiju punog i poznog sredweg veka iskazano je ve} na sa-

mom po~etku wegovog profesionalnog anga`mana, gde je s jednakom pa`wom pristupao istra`ivawima i

fortifikacija i sakralnih kompleksa. Ipak, wegov najve}i, neiscrpan nau~ni izazov bilo je prou~ava-

we utvr|ewa i sistema odbrane u srpskim zemqama sredweg veka i na po~etku novog doba – sa Beogradskom

tvr|avom u sredi{tu pa`we. Bio je jedan od osniva~a i dugogodi{wi rukovodilac Nau~noistra`iva~kog

centra za Beogradsku tvr|avu pri Arheolo{kom institutu, gde je prikupqena ogromna gra|a i organizo-

vana datoteka starih planova i fotografija, kao i dokumentacije arheolo{kih istra`ivawa i pokret-

nih arheolo{kih nalaza, koja se odnosi ne samo na tvr|avu ve} i na istorijsko podru~je grada Beograda.

Oma` Marku Popovi}u
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Izuzetan doprinos ostvario je u izu~avawu sredwovekovnih utvr|ewa Beograda – od vremena gradwe vi-

zantijskog kastela u 12. veku, dogradwe u vreme cara Du{ana i, naro~ito, graditeqske delatnosti despota

Stefana Lazarevi}a koja oslikava veoma zna~ajnu etapu razvoja srpske sredwovekovne vojne arhitekture.

Prou~avawem razvoja fortifikacija i urbanog jezgra Beograda u kasnijem periodu, izme|u 16. i 18. veka,

podstakao je razvoj novovekovne arheologije u Srbiji, koja je poslu`ila kao uzor zemqama u okru`ewu. Uz

to, dotakao se i problematike anti~kog Singidunuma, s posebnim osvrtom na preostale materijalne tra-

gove u savremenoj urbanoj matrici, pri ~emu je pokrenuo i ure|ivao tematsku ediciju zbornika radova

Singidunum, u kojoj su do sada iza{la ~etiri toma.

Vi{e od dvadeset godina posvetio je Marko Popovi} istra`ivawima na podru~ju Ra{ke, Novog Pazara

i Sjenice – centralne oblasti sredwovekovne Srbije. U sredi{tu wegove pa`we bio je kompleks na Gradi-

ni iznad Pazari{ta – Trgovi{ta, koji je nakon ukupnih saznawa do kojih se do{lo prepoznat kao Tvr|a-

va Ras – znamenito sedi{te prvih Nemawi}a. U nastavku izu~avawa kqu~nih problema na{e nacionalne

pro{losti posvetio se sistematskim istra`ivawima Gradine u Vrsenicama, na rubu Sjeni~kog poqa. Tu

je, osim ostataka anti~kog i paleovizantijskog utvr|ewa, otkriven ranosredwovekovni kulturni hori-

zont sa veoma zna~ajnim tragovima utvr|ivawa iz 9. veka i materijalnom kulturom iz vremena uobli~a-

vawa Srbije. Rezultate tih radova objavio je u detaqnim, uzorno sastavqenim monografijama. Obiman

prate}i program terenskih rekognoscirawa u ~itavoj toj oblasti, prilikom kojih je otkriveno vi{e de-

setina a istra`eno preko dvadeset kasnoanti~kih i ranovizantijskih utvr|ewa, doneo je sasvim novo vi-

|ewe grani~nog podru~ja doline Ra{ke i Pe{terske visoravni u doba sutona antike i u ranom sredwem

veku, {to je sna`no uticalo i na razvoj ranovizantijske arheologije kod nas. U tom kqu~u bi trebalo spo-

menuti i istra`ivawa utvrde Svetiwe, po svoj prilici Viminakiona 6. veka.

Veliki deo opusa Marka Popovi}a obuhvata prou~avawe fortifikacija i nastanka urbanih naseobi-

na – gradova u srpskim zemqama sredwega veka. Istra`ivawima tih problema on je pristupao temeqno,

povezuju}i ishode sopstvenih arheolo{kih istra`ivawa, analize izvorne istorijske gra|e i rezultata

ranijih istra`iva~a, {to se mo`e videti u publikacijama o U`i~kom gradu, Magli~u i najnovijoj o Novom

Brdu. Kompleksnost utvr|enih gradova u vezi je i s pitawima koja se ti~u vladarskih i vlasteoskih bo-

ravi{ta, wihovog prostornog rasporeda i strukture. Komparativnom analizom raspolo`ivih podataka o

boravku prvih Nemawi}a u oblasti Rasa i saznawa o poznijim dvorovima kraj i{~ezlog jezera na Kosovu

i, docnije, u gradovima Beogradu i Smederevu, uspostavio je modele rezidencija sredwovekovnih srpskih

vladara. 

Drugi veliki tematski krug u nau~nom radu Marka Popovi}a ~ine istra`ivawa sakralnih komplek-

sa – kako manastirskih celina tako i pojedina~nih crkvenih zdawa. Na osnovu rezultata arheolo{kih

istra`ivawa, wegova prou~avawa bila su usmerena na analizu i tuma~ewe fizi~kih struktura, to jest arhi-

tektonskih ostataka objekata u manastirskim kompleksima i wihove funkcije u okviru celine. Jo{ kao

mlad istra`iva~, krajem {ezdesetih godina pro{log veka, otkrio je i obelodanio crkvene komplekse u

Paniku kod Bile}e i Sv. Petra kod Trebiwa, da bi tokom svog radnog veka zaokru`io istra`ivawa sred-

wovekovne Mitropolije u Beogradu, Kumanice na Limu, crkve Sv. Nikole u Stani~ewu, katedrale grada

Novog Brda i [udikove u Budimlji. Obavio je sistematska arheolo{ka istra`ivawa kompleksa manastira

Studenice, koja su omogu}ila celovit uvid ne samo u nastanak i razvoj tog znamenitog svetili{ta nego i

OMA@ MARKU POPOVI]U
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u pojedine aspekte `ivota wegove mona{ke zajednice tokom sredweg veka. U sklopu prou~avawa sakralne

arhitekture istakli bismo i wegovo bavqewe ktitorskim grobovima. Uvodna re~ je kratka da bi objedi-

nila sve tokove plodotvorne nau~ne misli Marka Popovi}a, pa stoga ovde samo spomiwemo da je ostavio

traga i na poqu sigilografije, a naro~ito heraldike.

Va`no je, me|utim, naglasiti da je Marko Popovi} bio arheolog izuzetno {iroke erudicije i veli-

kog talenta. Zahvaquju}i tome on je utirao nove puteve nau~ne spoznaje, prevazilaze}i konvencionalne

okvire ~isto arheolo{ke metodologije. Uz besprekornu terensku dokumentaciju, na kojoj je insistirao, to

se odnosi, s jedne strane, na ume{no kori{}ewe stare kartografske gra|e u istra`ivawima, a, s druge, na

arhitektonske analize za koje je imao naro~itog dara. Razumevawe arhitektonskog prostora i „~itawe”,

~esto skromnih, terenskih ostataka zdawa, uz minuciozan stratigrafski pristup istra`ivawima, obezbe-

dili su ~itav niz prepoznatqivih aksonometrijskih rekonstrukcija kojima obiluju wegove publikacije.

Veoma obrazovan i u sferi istorije umetnosti, jo{ za potrebe svog magistarskog rada izveo je pionirsku

komparativnu analizu arheolo{kih nalaza i wihovih predstava na freskama u sredwovekovnim crkvama.

Ta veza }e naro~ito dobiti na zna~aju tokom decenija istra`ivawa srpske sakralne arhitetkture. Inter-

disciplinarni pristup Marka Popovi}a podrazumevao je i kori{}ewe aerofotografija, izradu stereo-

fotogrametrijskih planova velikog formata i organizovawe geofizi~kih istra`ivawa na Beogradskoj

tvr|avi jo{ pre raspada Jugoslavije, kada su takvi ekskursi predstavqali pravu retkost u na{oj arheolo-

giji. Vredi ista}i i to da je podstakao rana arheozoolo{ka istra`ivawa nalaza iz Tvr|ave Ras. Ipak se

po dobrim posledicama isti~e wegov kqu~ni uticaj na uvo|ewe u praksu prepoznatqivog sistema obrade i

izu~avawa arheolo{ke keramike {to se ve} decenijama sprovodi u Nau~noistra`iva~kom centru za Beo-

gradsku tvr|avu. 

Poseban zna~aj arheolo{ke delatnosti Marka Popovi}a jeste u tome {to je svoja istra`ivawa po pravi-

lu krunisao sadr`ajnim publikacijama, ~esto monografijama. Iako je ve}inu radova napisao samostalno,

nije se libio koautorstava, u duhu pravog rukovodioca, svesnog potrebe za timskim radom i interdisci-

plinarnim pristupom. Impozantna bibliografija, od{tampana u ovom zborniku, uputi}e zainteresova-

nog ~itaoca na jo{ mnogo detaqa wegove plodne aktivnosti.

U svojoj pola stole}a dugoj karijeri obavqao je razli~ite stru~ne i dru{tvene funkcije. Bio je pred-

sednik Srpskog arheolo{kog dru{tva (1987–1990), predsednik Upravnog odbora Zavoda za za{titu spo-

menika kulture grada Beograda (do 2010) i predsednik Komisije za spomenike od izuzetnog zna~aja i srp-

ska kulturna dobra u inostranstvu pri Ministarstvu kulture (2008–2013). Glavni je urednik ~asopisa

Nasle|e i edicije Singidunum, urednik je Zbornika Narodnog muzeja i ~lan redakcije ~asopisa Saop{tewa.

Zapa`en doprinos dao je kao ~lan redakcija Novopazarskog zbornika (1982–2007), Starinara (1997–2016)

i posebnih izdawa Arheolo{kog instituta. Bio je ~lan Odbora za istoriju Bosne i Hercegovine SANU.

Za svoj nau~ni rad i ukupan anga`man na o~uvawu i prezentaciji srpskog kulturnog nasle|a stekao je

ugledna priznawa. Dobio je tri puta Oktobarsku nagradu grada Beograda: 1974, 1976. (kolektivna) i 1983.

godine. Dobitnik je i Aprilske nagrade grada Beograda 2005. godine (sa V. Biki}), zatim nagrade grada

U`ica „S. Penezi} – Krcun” 1989. godine i Nagrade grada Novog Pazara 1985. godine. U februaru 2018.

odlikovan je ordenom Krune I stepena, godine 2019. uru~ena mu je Velika poveqa grada U`ica, a u febru-

aru 2020. odlikovan je Sretewskim ordenom III stepena za naro~ite zasluge u oblasti kulture.
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* * *

Marko Popovi} slovio je za posve}enog, energi~nog i autoritativnog arheologa, a wegov zahtevan karak-

ter nadaleko je poznat. Vojni~ka disciplina i {tedqivost resursa, naro~ito izra`eni u toku terenskih

istra`ivawa, a mnogima nezamislivi kako u onom a jo{ vi{e u ovom vremenu, ~esto su mamili osmehe we-

govih saradnika. Saradwa s wim predstavqala je izazov svakojake vrste, ali u kona~nici rezultat je uvek

bio utemeqen i nesporan. Nesporna je i wegova nesebi~na pomo} koju je pru`ao kolegama u svakoj situa-

ciji i pod svim uslovima. S velikim ponosom i zahvalno{}u mo`emo da istaknemo da je Marko Popovi}

stvorio prepoznatqivu {kolu u okviru Arheolo{kog instituta. Dosta rano u karijeri postao je sinonim

za srpsku sredwovekovnu arheologiju i uzor mnogim kolegama i u zemqi i u okru`ewu, a to je – zbog {iro-

kog znawa, izuzetne motivacije, efikasnosti i izvanrednog istra`iva~kog dara – ostao i do danas.

Zbornikom koji posve}ujemo uspomeni na Marka Popovi}a odajemo po~ast wegovoj nepresu{noj istra-

`iva~koj radoznalosti.

Urednici
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THE SECOND HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY SAW A REVIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE WESTERN

Balkans, the former Yugoslavia, and thus in Serbia. Large-scale rescue excavations ahead of the construction of

the Djerdap hydroelectric power plant were followed by other archaeological projects, including extensive and,

in some cases, still ongoing programmes of medieval cultural heritage protection and preservation. Complex

archaeological projects required persons of high calibre, combining the qualities of a competent excavation

leader and a scrupulous scholar. The archaeologist Marko Popovi} was both, and much more. For more than fifty

years he was a dominant figure in Serbian medieval archaeology with exceptional achievements in the demanding

area of the study, protection and promotion of cultural heritage.

* * *

Marko Popovi} was born in U`ice in 1944 and educated in Belgrade, graduating from the Faculty of Philosophy

in 1966, taking his master’s degree in 1971 and his PhD in 1980. His professional career began in 1968 when

he joined the Cultural Heritage Preservation Institute of Belgrade, remaining tied to it ever since through parti-

cipating in a number of conservation-restoration projects for the Belgrade Fortress and as the initiator and edi-

tor of its journal Nasledje/Heritage. In 1976 he joined the Institute of Archaeology in Belgrade and remained its

member until his retirement in 2011, directing a number of the Institute’s research projects and steering its

research policy in his capacity as chairman of its Scholarly Council. But retirement was by no means the end of

his working days. During the past decade he accomplished much important work, notably the project of the

excavation and conservation of Novo Brdo, all the more impressive for its results because it was carried out in

complicated political circumstances.

Marko Popovi} had been focused on the archaeology of the Central and Late Middle Ages from the very

beginning of his career, dividing his research attention equally between fortifications and religious complexes.

But what remained his biggest and inexhaustible challenge was the study of military architecture and defence

systems in the Serbian lands in the medieval and early modern periods – with the Belgrade Fortress at its centre.

He was one of the founders and long-standing director of the Institute of Archaeology’s Research Centre for the

Belgrade Fortress, which has accumulated vast documentation and set up a database of old plans and photo-

graphs concerning not only the Fortress but also the whole historic area of Belgrade. He made an exceptional

contribution to the study of Belgrade’s medieval fortifications – from the twelfth-century Byzantine castellum and

the additions built under Emperor Stefan Du{an to, especially, the fifteenth-century building activity of Despot

Homage to Marko Popovi}
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Stefan Lazarevi} which marks a particularly important stage in the development of medieval Serbian military

architecture. His research on the development of the defences and urban core of Belgrade in a later period,

between the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries, encouraged the development of the archaeology of the modern

era in Serbia, setting a model followed in neighbouring countries. His research interests included the period of

Roman Singidunum as well, focusing especially on its surviving traces in the contemporary urban fabric. He ini-

tiated and edited a collective series on the subject, Singidunum, consisting of four volumes to date.

Marko Popovi} devoted more than twenty years of research to the region of Ra{ka, Novi Pazar and Sjenica

– the core area of medieval Serbia. His focus was on the complex at Gradina above Pazari{te (Trgovi{te), now

identified as the Ras Fortress, the illustrious seat of the first rulers of the Nemanji} dynasty. Continuing his

research on important issues of the national past, he embarked on the systematic excavation of the site of Gra-

dina in Vrsenice, at the edge of Sjeni~ko Polje. Apart from the remains of a Roman and Early Byzantine fortress,

the site yielded an early-medieval cultural horizon with significant vestiges of ninth-century fortification and

the material culture from the period of the crystallisation of a Serbian polity. These excavations produced an

exemplary monographic study. An extensive project of field survey of the whole area, which discovered sever-

al dozen and investigated more than twenty late-antique forts produced a very different picture of the border

area of the Ra{ka Valley and Pe{ter Plateau in the period of the decline of late antiquity and in the Early Middle

Ages, strongly influencing the development of Early Byzantine archaeology in Serbia. To be mentioned in the

same context is the excavation of the fort on the site of Svetinja, most likely identifiable as sixth-century

Viminakion.

A good part of Marko Popovi}’s work was concerned with the study of fortifications and the genesis of for-

tified urban settlements in the medieval Serbian lands. His approach was always thorough, drawing on the

results of his own archaeological investigations, rigorous scrutiny of surviving written sources and the work of

earlier researchers, as can be seen from the books on the fortresses/castles of U`ice, Magli~, and the latest, Novo

Brdo. The issue of fortified urban settlements is closely tied to the issue of royal and aristocratic residences, in-

cluding their layout and structure. Based on a comparative analysis of the available information about the early

Nemanji} rulers residing in the Ras area and the discoveries about the later royal residences by a now-vanished

lake in Kosovo and, later still, in the cities of Belgrade and Smederevo, he established the patterns of medieval

Serbian rulers’ residences.

Another important set of topics addressed by Marko Popovi} concerned sacral complexes, both monastic

enclosures and individual church buildings. Basing his research on the archaeological evidence, he focused on

the analysis and interpretation of physical structures, i.e., structural remains, within monastic complexes and

their original function. Even as a young archaeologist, in the late 1960s, Marko Popovi} discovered and draw

attention to the sacral complexes in Panik near Bile}a and St Peter’s near Trebinje, wrapping up in the course

of his career the exploration of the medieval complex of the metropolitan church in Belgrade, Kumanica on the

Lim, the church of St Nicholas in Stani~enje, the cathedral of the city of Novo Brdo and Šudikova in Budimlja.

His systematic archaeological investigation of the monastery of Studenica has made it possible to create a compre-

hensive picture of the origin and development of this illustrious religious house, and of some aspects of the every-

day life of the monastic community in the Middle Ages. His work on religious architecture also included topics

such as the tombs of the founders of churches or monasteries. This short introductory text cannot possibly
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cover all areas of Marko Popovi}’s wide-ranging scholarly work, but it should be noted that he also made a con-

tribution in the field of sigillography and, especially, heraldry.

Owing to his exceptionally broad erudition and archaeological talent Marko Popovi} was able to open new

avenues of research, going beyond the boundaries of conventional archaeological method. Apart from impeccably

kept excavation records, on which he always insisted, this involved the competent use of historic cartographic

sources, and the analysis of structural remains, which was one of his fortes. His understanding of architectural

space and skilful reading of frequently meagre structural remains, combined with a meticulous stratigraphic

approach, resulted in many axonometric reconstructions typically enriching his texts. Comprehensively know-

ledgeable about art history as well, even his master’s thesis offered a pioneering comparative analysis of archae-

ological remains and their visual representations in frescoes in medieval churches, establishing a link that would

prove its importance particularly in the flourishing decades of the study of medieval Serbian religious architec-

ture. Marko Popovi}’s interdisciplinary approach involved the use of aerial photography, large-format stereo-

photogrammetric plans and geophysical surveys in the Belgrade Fortress area even before the disintegration of

Yugoslavia, when such techniques were still a rarity in the country’s archaeology. It should also be noted that

he gave impetus to early archaeozoological studies of the finds from the Ras Fortress. But the part of his legacy

that stands out for its beneficial impact is that he was instrumental in introducing the distinctive system of pro-

cessing and studying archaeological pottery that has for decades now been standard practice at the Research

Centre for the Belgrade Fortress.

A particularly important aspect of Marko Popovi}’s archaeological work was that he as a rule crowned his

research by publication, frequently in the form of insightful monographs. Although the sole author in most

cases, he was never ill-disposed towards co-authorship, being aware, as a true leader, of the necessity of team-

work and interdisciplinarity. His impressive bibliography, provided in this volume, will introduce the interested

reader to his fruitful archaeological work in more detail. 

In his fifty-year-long career Marko Popovi} held various professional and social positions. He served as pre-

sident of the Serbian Archaeological Society (1987–1990), president of the Managing Board of the Cultural

Heritage Preservation Institute of Belgrade (until 2010) and chaired the Ministry of Culture’s Committee on

Monuments of Outstanding Importance and Serbian Cultural Assets Abroad (2008–2013). At the time of death,

he was editor-in-chief of the journal Heritage and the Singidunum series, editor of the annual of the National

Museum in Belgrade, Zbornik Narodnog Muzeja, member of the editorial board of the journal Saop{tenja/Com-

munications, and member of the Committee on the History of Bosnia and Herzegovina of the Serbian Academy

of Sciences and Arts. He also made a considerable contribution in his capacity as member of the editorial board

of the journals Novopazarski Zbornik (1982–2007) and Starinar (1997–2016), and of the Monographs series of

the Institute of Archaeology.

His scholarly work and overall achievement in the preservation and presentation of the Serbian cultural

heritage earned him prestigious awards. He was a three-time recipient of the October Award of the City of Bel-

grade: 1974, 1976 (collective) and 1983; of the 2005 April Award of the City of Belgrade (with Vesna Biki}); of

the 1989 S. Penezi} Krcun Award of the City of U`ice; and the 1985 Award of the City of Novi Pazar. In February

2018 he was awarded the Order of the Crown 1st Class, and in 2019 the Order of Sretenje 3rd Class for Distin-

guished Contributions in Culture. 



* * *

Marko Popovi} was reputed to be a dedicated, energetic and authoritative archaeologist, and his demanding nature

preceded him. Unconceivable to many in earlier times and even more so today, his iron work discipline and

careful management of resources, which could best be seen during fieldwork, often brought a smile to the faces

of his colleagues. Working with him was a challenge in many ways but, at the end of the day, the results were

always there, well founded and indisputable. And he generously shared his knowledge and assisted his col-

leagues in all situations and under all circumstances. It is with great pride and gratitude that we can say that

Marko Popovi} created a recognisable school within the Institute of Archaeology. Quite early in his career he

became a synonym for Serbian medieval archaeology, and a role model for many colleagues both in the country

and in the region. And he remained one by virtue of his broad knowledge, exceptional motivation, efficiency and

outstanding research talent. 

With this volume dedicated to Marko Popovi} we pay homage to his insatiable spirit of inquiry.

Editors
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Pored toga {to zaslu`eno slovi za jednog od naj-

plodnijih srpskih arheologa sredweg i novog veka,

Marko Popovi} je istra`ivao i epohe koje su pretho-

dile glavnom poqu wegovih nau~nih interesovawa.

Tema ovog priloga oslawa se na {iroko citirane

ishode iskopavawa ranovizantijskog Viminaciju-

ma.1 Po{to su novi rezultati opovrgli pretpostav-

ku da se ranovizantijsko sredi{te nalazilo pod

Malim gradom sredwovekovnog Brani~eva,2 mesto

Viminakiona je po svemu sude}i predstavqala

upravo utvrda Svetiwa koju je Popovi} istra`i-

vao.3 Wena federatska posada koristila je najpo-

zniju gradsku nekropolu, Lance (Viminacium III),4

a posledwem horizontu `ivota nekada{we provin-

cijske prestonice, tj. kraju 6. i po~etku 7. veka,

pripadaju i pojedini najamni~ki grobovi sa osta-

lih grobaqa Viminacijuma. 

Ovom prilikom bi}e obra|en grobni nalaz sa

neobjavqene nekropole Pe}ine, ju`no od grada, u

kojoj je otkriveno vi{e hiqada grobova, uglavnom

1 M. Popovi}, Svetiwa, novi podaci o ranovizantijskom Viminacijumu, Starinar XXXVIII/1987 (1988) 1–37; G. Milo{evi},

Ranovizantijska arhitektura na Svetiwi u Kostolcu, Starinar XXXVIII/1987 (1988) 39–58.

2 D. Spasi}-\uri}, Bele{ka o novim istra`ivawima vizantijskog Brani~eva, u: Procesi vizantinizacije i srpska arheo-

logija. Vizantijsko nasle|e i srpska umetnost I, ur. V. Biki}, Beograd 2016, 109–115.

3 V. Ivani{evi}, Late Antique cities and their environment in Northern Illyricum, im: Hinter den Mauern und auf dem offenen Land,
Leben im Byzantinischen Reich, Hrsg. F. Daim, J. Drauschke, Mainz 2016, 91–92.

4 V. Ivani{evi}, M. Kazanski, A. Mastykova, Les nécropoles de Viminacium à l’époque des Grandes Migrations, Paris 2006, 12, 135; I.
Bugarski, V. Ivani{evi}, Sixth-Century Foederati from the Upper Moesian Limes: Weapons in a Social Context, in: Vivere militare est,
From Populus to Emperors – Living on the Frontier, Vol. I, eds S. Golubovi}, N. Mr|i}, Belgrade 2018, 304, 306, 320–321.

Ivan BUGARSKI

Arheološki institut, Beograd

Grob kowa iz Viminacijuma i kopqa oblika trske 

SVET SREDWOVEKOVNIH UTVR\EWA, GRADOVA I MANASTIRA. Oma` Marku Popovi}u



skeletno sahrawenih pokojnika.5 Re~ je o pokopu

kowa iz sonde 395, sa zanimqivim inventarom u

kojem se izdvaja vrh kopqa (sl. 1). Iz raspolo`ive

dokumentacije nije sasvim jasno o kakvoj celini je

re~. Kow je bio sahrawen u orijentaciji jugoistok–

severozapad, na levom boku, sa zgr~enim predwim i

savijenim zadwim nogama. Pretpostavqeno je da je

bio pokriven, jer su se u zoni skeleta jasno uo~ava-

li tragovi bele boje, verovatno od neke organske

materije. U gubici su zate~ene `vale, na lobawi

aplikacije od srebrnog lima, svakako od orme, a

kod zadwih nogu bili su na|eni razvodnik remena

i fragmentovana ko{tana igla. Blizu kopita bilo

je kopqe. Sahrana je bila izvedena iznad zidanog

kasnoanti~kog groba G-4901. Uz skelet kowa, zabe-

le`en je i skelet psa zapadno od wega, na udaqeno-

sti od oko 0,40 m. Polo`en na le|a sa savijenim

predwim nogama, pas je bio ukopan nad kasnoan-

ti~kim grobom G-4922, u proseku oko 15 cm dubqe

od kowa (sl. 2).6

Premda su vrh kopqa i ukrasi orme prilikom

katalo{ke obrade datovani u 4. vek,7 oni su dosta

pozniji i pru`aju mogu}nosti tuma~ewa {irih

fenomena, od kojih se name}e pitawe porekla ovog

tipa oru`ja, o ~emu se dosta raspravqalo. Kopqe je

gvozdeno, kovano, izdu`enog se~iva sa profilisa-

nim centralnim bridom i koni~nim tulcem za-

tvorenih krajeva. Tulac je oivi~en tau{iranim

bronzanim prstenovima koji su nagla{eni fino

izvedenim kanelurama. Na dowi prsten aplicira-

na je pravougaona u{ica, mogu}e za ka~ewe neke

oznake. Kopqe je duga~ko 32 cm, du`ina se~iva je

18 cm a najve}a {irina 2,9 cm, pre~nik tulca kod

otvora je 3,5 cm, a wegova du`ina, merena ispod gor-

weg ukrasnog prstena, iznosi 10,4 cm (sl. 3/1; 4).8

Tipolo{ki, na{ nalaz spada u starinski na-

zvanu, {iru grupu kopaqa oblika trske (reed-shaped

spearheads). Taj opis sam po sebi nije dovoqno pre-

cizan: odre|enije je opredeqewe u tip Szent-Endre

po klasifikaciji Ursule Koh.9 U novije vreme,
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5 M. Kora}, @. Miki}, Antropolo{ka kolekcija Viminacium I: Nekropola Pe}ine, Beograd 2014, 12–15. 
6 Viminacium, Pe}ine, 02. 07. 1986, dnevnik 3224–3325, skica 1561: Dokumentacija Arheolo{kog instituta. Nalazi se ~uvaju

u Narodnom muzeju u Po`arevcu.

7 D. Spasi}-\uri}, Grad Viminacijum, Po`arevac 2015, 154, 161, kat. br. 20, 41.

8 Viminacium, Pe}ine, S 11994: Dokumentacija Arheolo{kog instituta; D. Spasi}-\uri}, Grad Viminacijum, 154, kat. br. 20.

9 U. Koch, Die Grabfunde der Merowingerzeit aus dem Donautal um Regensburg, Berlin 1968, 89–90.

Sl. 1. Viminacijum, Pe}ine, sonda 395, grob kowa 

(Dokumentacija Arheolo{kog instituta)

Fig. 1. Viminacium, Pe}ine, sounding 395, horse grave 

(Documentation of the Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade)



ma|arski specijalista Gergeq ^iki posvetio je

dosta pa`we takvim komadima u svojoj obimnoj mo-

nografiji o avarskom ofanzivnom naoru`awu, pri

~emu bi na{ primerak uslovno mogao da se pove`e s

wegovim tipom P.I.A, u koji je ubrojan 21 ranoavar-

ski nalaz. Kopqa tog tipa grupi{u se u isto~noj

Transdanubiji i obi~no se tuma~e kao najranija u

avarskoj upotrebi; srodni nalazi iz germanskog

okru`ewa tako|e se datuju u kraj 6. i prvu tre}inu

7. veka.10

Jedino je kopqe iz Sentandreje, koje je svoje-

vremeno imenovalo tip, na|eno u grobnoj celini

sa novcem (sl. 5).11 Me|utim, taj izlizani tremi-

sis cara Justina II, u kombinaciji s poznijim na-

kitom, zapravo ne pru`a upori{te za datovawe.12

Stoga nalaz iz Sentandreje ne predstavqa, kako je

to smatrala Eva Garam, azijski prototip ranoavar-

skih kopaqa. Prema tom konceptu, ne{to pozniji

primerci, pravqeni u Karpatskoj kotlini, bili

su istog oblika ali lo{ije izrade, dok su wihova

se~iva s vremenom postajala du`a i lak{a.13

Mahom dobra o~uvanost tih kopaqa, kao i rano-

avarskih uzengija, ~esto se pripisuje upravo kva-

litetu izrade, tj. primeni tehnika kovawa u kalupu

ili livewa gvo`|a, odnosno sekundarnom gorewu.

Uz (katkad iskonstruisane) kontekste, takvim oce-

nama se podupire stav da su nalazi azijskog porekla.

Na tehnolo{ka pitawa, ipak, mogu da odgovore je-

dino metalografske analize, kojima je bilo pod-

vrgnuto samo jedno kopqe iz ove grupe: ispostavi-

lo se da je ono bilo izra|eno na uobi~ajen na~in,

kovawem iz ingota.14
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10 G. Csiky, Avar-Age Polearms and Edged Weapons. Classification, Typology, Chronology and Technology, Leiden – Boston 2015,
70–73.

11 É. Garam, Die münzdatierten Gräber der Awarenzeit, im: Awarenforschungen 1, Hrsg. F. Daim, Wien 1992, 139, Taf. 11, 12; cf.
G. Csiky, Avar-Age Polearms and Edged Weapons, 75.

12 F. Curta, The earliest Avar-age stirrups, or the ‘stirrup controversy’ revisited, in: The Other Europe in the Middle Ages, Avars,
Bulgars, Khazars, and Cumans, ed. F. Curta, Leiden – Boston 2008, 304–305; V. Ivani{evi}, I. Bugarski, Les étriers byzantins:
la documentation du Balkan central, dans: Le cheval dans les sociétés antiques et médiévales, Actes des Journées d’étude inter-
nationales organisées par l’UMR 7044 (Etude des civilisations de l’Antiquité), Strasbourg, 6–7 novembre 2009, dir. S. Lazaris,
Turnhout 2012, 136. 

13 É. Garam, Die münzdatierten Gräber, 158.
14 G. Csiky, Avar-Age Polearms and Edged Weapons, 294–296. 

Sl. 2. Viminacijum, Pe}ine, sonda 395, grob kowa 

(Viminacium, Pe}ine, skica 1561/1986: Dokumentacija Arheolo{kog instituta)

Fig. 2. Viminacium, Pe}ine, sounding 395, horse grave 

(Viminacium, Pe}ine, sketch 1561/1986: Documentation of the Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade)
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Sl. 3. Nalazi iz groba kowa 

(crte`: A. Suboti})

Fig. 3. Finds from the horse grave 

(drawing by A. Suboti})



Se~iva oblika trske nisu zabele`ena u Aziji,

ali je broj tamo{wih nalaza kopaqa iz ranog sred-

weg veka i ina~e veoma mali. S druge strane, ~iwe-

nica da se odgovaraju}e oru`je ~esto pojavquje u

kombinaciji s prepoznatqivim ranoavarskim uzen-

gijama, koje su nesumwivo azijskog porekla, makar

na~elno dozvoqava pretpostavku o istom izvoru

oru`ja tipa P.I.A.15 Merovin{ki nalazi ranije su

se po pravilu tuma~ili kao uvezeni avarski proiz-

vodi – otud i tipolo{ko odre|ewe po Ursuli Koh

– ali je Uta fon Friden verovala da Avari nisu

vladali tako visokim tehnolo{kim znawem, pa ih

je tuma~ila kao vizantijske izra|evine.16 Fon Fri-

den nije ostala usamqena na tom stanovi{tu, ali je

prime}eno da, u nedostatku nalaza sa Balkana ili

iz Anadolije, teza o vizantijskom poreklu jo{ ni-

je potvr|ena.17 Ipak, makar iz na~elnih razloga i

ovde vaqa zadr`ati oprez: tako se, pre nego {to je

do{lo do brojnih i veoma re~itih nalaza na rano-

vizantijskom Balkanu, smatralo da su ~uveni {le-

movi tipa Baldenheim germanskog porekla.18 Na

tlu Vizantije je i ina~e zabele`eno znatno mawe
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15 I. Bugarski, Kronika – Chronicle: Gergely Csiky, “Avar-Age Polearms and Edged Weapons. Classification, Typology, Chronology and
Technology, East Central and Eastern Europe in the Middle Ages, 450–1450”, vol. 32, Brill, Leiden – Boston 2015, 529 pp, Acta Milita-
ria Mediaevalia XII (2016) 287.

16 U. von Freeden, Awarische Funde in Süddeutschland?, Jahrbuch des Römisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums Mainz 38 (1991)
620–623.

17 G. Csiky, Avar-Age Polearms and Edged Weapons, 333–334; I. Bugarski, Kronika – Chronicle: Gergely Csiky, 287.
18 M. Vogt, Spangenhelme – Baldenheim und verwandte Typen, Mainz 2006; B. Bavant, Fragments de casques de type Baldenheim trouvés

à Cari~in Grad, Mélanges de l’École française de Rome, Moyen Âge 120/2 (2008) 327–353.

Sl. 4. Kopqe iz groba kowa 

(prema: D. Spasi}-\uri}, Grad Viminacijum, 154, kat. br. 20)

Fig. 4. Spearhead from the horse grave 

(after: D. Spasi}-\uri}, Grad Viminacijum, 154, kat. br. 20)

Sl. 5. Kopqe iz Sentandreje 

(prema: É. Garam, Die münzdatierten Gräber, Taf. 11/9)

Fig. 5. Spearhead from Szentendre 

(after: É. Garam, Die münzdatierten Gräber, Taf. 11/9)



oru`ja nego u okru`ewu, pre svega zato {to su se Ro-

meji, za razliku od Germana ili Avara, naj~e{}e

sahrawivali nenaoru`ani.19

Nasuprot tome, kopqa nalik na na{e srazmer-

no ~esto su nala`ena u kowani~kim grobovima i

grobovima kowa, pa su tuma~ena kao oru`je avarske

kowice. Ipak, iako su zbog svoje prepoznatqivosti

oceweni kao jedan od najuobi~ajenijih ranoavar-

skih tipova,20 nalazi tipa P.I.A zapravo ~ine tek

oko 5% svih kopaqa iz tog korpusa. Uz to, ukupno 21

ranoavarski nalaz predstavqa znatno mawu zbirku

od 85 srodnih kopaqa iz merovin{kog okru`ewa u

Nema~koj i Italiji.21 Oru`je iz Viminacijuma pak

prvi je takav objavqen nalaz sa vizantijskog Balka-

na: spomiwu se jo{ dva srodna kopqa iz severois-

to~ne Bugarske koja se ~uvaju u privatnoj kolekciji

u Varni,22 dok prili~no lo{e ilustrovani nalazi

iz ostave poqoprivrednog alata i ranovizantijskog

oru`ja iz Asenovgrada kod Plovdiva23 imaju mawe

sli~nosti sa tipom P.I.A. 

Treba ista}i da, pored velike formalne sli~-

nosti, primerak iz Viminacijuma pokazuje i odre-

|ene razlike u odnosu na kopqa tog tipa. Najpre, na

na{em komadu nije nagla{en prelaz iz tulca u se-

~ivo (connecting chap), ~ija profilacija predstavqa

jednu od osnovnih tipolo{kih osobenosti odgova-

raju}ih ranoavarskih kopaqa. Uz to, na mestima na

tulcu koja se naj~e{}e ukra{avaju trakama s re{et-

kastim motivom na{ nalaz ima dva tau{irana

bronzana prstena. Kod ve}ine kopaqa tipa P.I.A

se~ivo i tulac su jednake du`ine, mada ima i nala-

za ~ije je se~ivo du`e, nalik na{em primerku. Va-

`nija je razlika u ukupnoj du`ini nalaza: dok se

du`ina kopaqa u Karpatskoj kotlini kre}e izme|u

18 cm i 25 cm,24 ili pak 19,1–28,2 cm,25 nalaz iz

Viminacijuma je duga~ak 32 cm. Prema svojoj du`i-

ni i nenagla{enom prelazu iz tulca u se~ivo na{

komad vi{e podse}a na srodna merovin{ka kopqa,

~iji je tulac, pak, ~esto ostajao neukra{en.26 Ako

se ima to u vidu, kopqe iz Viminacijuma bi moglo

da se sagledava ili kao lokalna, tj. romejska vari-

janta tipa P.I.A, odnosno Szent-Endre, ili kao uve-

zeno ili doneseno germansko oru`je, {to }e biti

ra{~laweno u nastavku rada. 

Za procenu zna~aja na{eg kopqa u raspravi o

poreklu oblika bitno je razmotriti i kontekst na-

laza. Na osnovu dokumentacije i dnevni~ke zabele-

{ke te{ko je re}i da li je bio u pitawu zajedni~ki

pokop kowa i psa – iako retke, sahrane pasa sa ko-

wanicima i/ili kowima su poznate sa germanskih,

avarskih i bugarskih grobaqa.27 Sahrane samih ko-

wa bile su najpre tuma~ene kao jasno nomadsko, tj.

avarsko obele`je, ili pak kao obi~aj koji su Gepidi

u Transilvaniji preuzeli od Avara, mada su utvr|e-

ni i primeri iz jasnog germanskog, merovin{kog

okru`ewa.28 Na nekropoli Pe}ine istra`en je ba-
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19 J. Haldon, Some Aspects of Early Byzantine Arms and Armour, in: A Companion to Medieval Arms and Armour, ed. D. Nicolle,
Woodbridge 2002, 65; G. Csiky, Avar-Age Polearms and Edged Weapons, 326; cf. D. Quast, Einige alte und neue Waffenfunde aus
dem frühbyzantinischen Reich, in: Thesaurus avarorum. Archaeological Studies in Honour of Éva Garam, ed. T. Vida, Budapest 2012,
351–370; S. Petkovi}, I. Bugarski, N. Miladinovi}-Radmilovi}, A Non-Wandering Soldier’s Grave? The Seventh-Century Burial in
Davidovac (Southern Serbia), im: GrenzÜbergänge. Spätrömisch, frühchristlich, frühbyzantinisch als Kategorien der historisch-
archäologischen Forschung an der mittleren Donau. Akten des 27. Internationalen Symposiums der Grundprobleme der frühge-
schichtlichen Entwicklung im mittleren Donauraum, Ruma, 4.–7.11.2015, Hrsg. I. Bugarski, O. Heinrich-Tamáska, V. Ivani{evi},
D. Syrbe, Remshalden 2016, 247–272. 

20 Cf. A. Dobos, Notes on the weapons and weapon depositions from cemetery 3 at Bratei (Sibiu County, Romania), Transylvanian
Review XXIII/2 (2015) 216. 

21 G. Csiky, Inner Asian or Byzantine? Lanceheads from Merovingian Cemeteries: A View from the Carpathian Basin, im: Zwischen
Byzanz und der Steppe: archäologische und historische Studien. Festschrift für Csanád Bálint zum 70. Geburtstag, Hrsg. Á,
Bollók, G. Csiky, T. Vida, Budapest 2016, 212, 214.

22 Ibid., n. 37.
23 D. Quast, Einige alte und neue Waffenfunde, 363, Abb. 10.
24 G. Csiky, Avar-Age Polearms and Edged Weapons, 71, n. 20, fig. 14; cf. Idem, A metrical approach in the study of Avar-age polearms,

in: Warriors, weapons, and harness from the 5th–10th centuries in the Carpathian Basin, ed. C. Cosma, Cluj-Napoca 2015, 177–214.
25 Idem, Inner Asian or Byzantine?, 212.
26 Cf. Ibid., 216, 218.
27 Up. I. Bugarski, Nekropole iz doba antike i ranog sredweg veka na lokalitetu ^ik, Beograd 2009, 82–83, nap. 16.

28 A. Dobos, Notes on the weapons, 219–220.



rem jo{ jedan grob kowa, ali on ne pripada vremen-

skom okviru ovog rada.29

Najsli~nija grobna celina poti~e iz nekropo-

le Bratei 3 (Bratei 3). U grobu 278, u kojem je sahra-

wen kow, na|ene su i `vale nalik na{ima, uzengija

i kerami~ka posuda, ali i neukra{eno kopqe obli-

ka trske, pripisano tipu 18b2 nalaza sa nekropole

– einfache Lanzenspitzen mit schmalem Blatt (sl. 6).30

Ovo va`no grobqe pripada grupi nalazi{ta Band–

Vereşmort, tj. poznim nekropolama na redove u Tran-

silvaniji. Iako arheolozi ve} decenijama poku{a-

vaju da ra{~itaju etni~ku strukturu tog prostora u

doba rane avarske prevlasti i izdvoje germansku/

gepidsku komponentu, celine poput groba 278 se i u

novijim radovima pripisuju „avarskoj tradiciji“,31

pa je ~ak oceweno da ta sahrana „u potpunosti ko-

incidira sa avarskim obi~ajima”.32

Avarsko odre|ewe sahrane kowa (i psa ?) na ne-

kropoli Pe}ine mo`e da ima samo teoretsku vred-

nost, jer drugih avarskih nalaza u Viminacijumu
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29 Viminacium, Pe}ine, 25. 05. 1978, dnevnik 83–84, G 100, C 78: Dokumentacija Arheolo{kog instituta.

30 L. Bârzu, Ein gepidisches Denkmal aus Siebenbürgen, Das Gräberfeld Nr. 3 von Bratei, Cluj-Napoca – Bistriţa 2010, 121–122,
264–265, Abb. 288, Taf. 48.

31 A. Dobos, Weapons and weapon depositions in the late row-grave cemeteries in Transylvania, in: Warriors, weapons, and harness
from the 5th–10th centuries in the Carpathian Basin, ed. C. Cosma, Cluj-Napoca 2015, 80, fig. 12.

32 E. Gáll, The Avar conquest and what followed. Some ideas on the process of ‘Avarisation’ of Transylvanian Basin (6th–7th centuries),
im: Archäologische Beiträge Gedenkschrit zum hundertsten Geburtstag von Kurt Horedt, Hrsg. S. Cociş, Cluj-Napoca 2014, 305.

Sl. 6. Inventar groba 278 

sa nekropole Bratei 3 

(prema: A. Dobos, Weapons and weapon depositions,

fig. 12) 

Fig. 6. Inventory of grave 278 at Bratei 3

(after: A. Dobos, Weapons and weapon depositions,

fig. 12)



nema. S druge strane, pozno prisustvo Germana ve-

oma je dobro dokumentovano.33 Gergeq ^iki je pro-

cenio da su germanski najamnici na Balkanu vero-

vatno bili opremqeni sopstvenim oru`jem:34

podrobnijom analizom je utvr|eno da su oni kori-

stili svoje ma~eve i, mogu}e, kopqa, dok su komade

odbrambene opreme uglavnom dobijali iz dr`av-

nih arsenala.35 Kao {to je dobro poznato, proiz-

vodwa oru`ja i oklopa u Vizantiji se odvijala u

carskim fabrikama sve do vremena cara Iraklija

(610–641),36 pa poznati nalazi lamelarnih oklopa

sa Svetiwe, nameweni germanskoj posadi koja je kra-

jem 6. veka branila to upori{te na burnoj granici,

zasigurno nisu bili proizvedeni u maloj kova~ni-

ci u kojoj su na|eni.37

Iz istog razloga malo je verovatno i to da na{

nalaz predstavqa lokalni proizvod, tako da on ne

dokazuje romejsku produkciju kopaqa oblika trske.

Ta se~iva, dakle, po svemu sude}i ne podupiru op-

{ti utisak Xona Haldona da su Avari preuzeli ro-
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33 M. Popovi}, Svetiwa; V. Ivani{evi}, M. Kazanski, A. Mastykova, Les nécropoles de Viminacium, 135–136; I. Bugarski, V. Ivani-
{evi}, Sixth-Century Foederati, 304, 306, 320–321.

34 G. Csiky, Avar-Age Polearms and Edged Weapons, 327.
35 I. Bugarski, V. Ivani{evi}, Sixth-Century Foederati, 312–313.
36 G. Theotokis, Military Technology: Production and Use of Weapons, in: A Companion to the Byzantine Culture of War, ca. 300–1204,

ed. Y. Stouraitis, Leiden – Boston 2018, 446.
37 I. Bugarski, A Contribution to the Study of Lamellar Armours, Starinar LV/2005 (2006) 174–175; cf. D. Glad, L’état central et le

ravitaillement des garnisons frontalières (284–641 AP. J.-C.), Starinar LIX/2009 (2010) 184.

Sl. 7. Nalazi kowani~ke opreme 

i orme iz groba kowa

(fotografije: V. Ivani{evi}, D. Spasi}-\uri})

Fig. 7. Pieces of horse-riding equipment

and harness from the horse grave

(photographs by V. Ivani{evi}, D. Spasi}-\uri})



mejske oblike kopaqa.38 Gergeq ^iki je dokazao da

kopqa tipa P.I.A ~ine jasno odre|en tip, bez izra-

zitih paralela van Karpatske kotline, dok srodna

merovin{ka kopqa s wima dele samo jednu, mada

su{tinski bitnu sli~nost – oblik. Time je iskqu-

~ena mogu}nost wihovog zajedni~kog radioni~kog

porekla.39

Kao {to je to ~est slu~aj s drugim vrstama naoru-

`awa, ispostavqa se da su sli~ni oblici kopaqa

istovremeno kori{}eni u razli~itim ranosred-

wovekovnim vojskama: o isto~nim uticajima na ro-

mejsku vojsku obave{teni smo i iz pisanih izvora.

Sli~no je bilo i sa kowani~kom opremom.40 Psali-

je `vala sa pro{irenim krajevima, nalik na pri-

merak iz Viminacijuma, poznate su iz germanskih

grobova, ali i iz Cari~inog grada, gde su pripisa-

ne formi 3,41 dok su jednostavni gvozdeni razvod-

nici op{teprisutni (sl. 3/3; 7/2), kao i ko{tane

igle.42 Iskazna vrednost igle je jo{ mawa jer su ta-

kvi predmeti krajwe neuobi~ajeni u kontekstima

poput groba kowa, pa je vrlo mogu}e da je nalaz pri-

padao nekoj starijoj, razru{enoj celini. 

Od izvesne koristi u na{im razmatrawima

mogu da budu nalazi okova orme od srebrnog lima,

koji pripadaju dvema grupama (sl. 8). Osim ~etiri

jednostavna kalotasta dugmeta s petqom za pri{iva-

we, pre~nika 1 cm (sl. 3/5), na|ena su i dva fragmen-

tovana okova otisnuta matricom. Izvorni oblik

ovih nalaza nije sasvim jasan, ali se ~ini da je re~

o predmetima krstaste forme koja je bila izvedena

od pet kalota, pri ~emu je sredi{wa bila istaknuta

nareckanim ukrasom. Krak „krsta”, nanizan od tri

kalote, bio bi du`ine oko 3,5 cm (sl. 3/4; 7/3).43 Dok

je odgovaraju}a dugmad ~esta u germanskim kontek-

stima,44 okovi od krstoliko raspore|enih kalota

~ine znatno malobrojniju grupu nalaza. 
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38 J. Haldon, Some Aspects of Early Byzantine Arms and Armour, 79.
39 G. Csiky, Inner Asian or Byzantine?, 216, 218. 
40 Cf. Maurice’s Strategikon, transl. G. T. Dennis, Philadelphia 1984, 13, 30.
41 B. Bavant, Mors de chevaux d’époque protobyzantin: L’exemple de Cari~in Grad, dans: Le cheval dans les sociétés antiques et

médiévales, Actes des journées d’étude internationales organisées par l’UMR 7044 (Étude des civilisations de l’Antiquité), Stras-
bourg, 6–7 novembre 2009, dir. S. Lazaris, Turnhout 2012, 145–146, fig. 10b.

42 Viminacium, Pe}ine, S 11992, 11993: Dokumentacija Arheolo{kog instituta.

43 Viminacium, Pe}ine, S 11991: Dokumentacija Arheolo{kog instituta; D. Spasi}-\uri}, Grad Viminacijum, 161, kat. br. 41.

44 E.g. E. Lauermann, H. Adler, Die Langobardenforschung im norddanubischen Niederösterreich und im Tullnerfeld, im: Kulturwandel
in Mitteleuropa, Langobarden – Awaren – Slawen, Akten der Internationalen Tagung in Bonn vom 25. bis 28. Februar 2008, Hrsg.
J. Bemmann, M. Schmauder, Bonn 2008, 307, Abb. 11.

Sl. 8. Okovi orme iz groba kowa 

(prema: D. Spasi}-\uri}, 

Grad Viminacijum, 161, kat. br. 41)

Fig. 8. Horse-harness fittings 

from the horse grave 

(after: D. Spasi}-\uri}, 

Grad Viminacijum, 161, kat. br. 41)



Takvim predmetima mogli bi da pripadaju frag-

mentovani komadi orme od srebrnog lima iz jednog

groba na severu Ma|arske (Méfõcsanak-Bevásár-

lóközpont, grob 552),45 dok znatno jasnije paralele

poti~u iz dve dvostruke sahrane kowa sa velike ava-

rodopske nekropole Zamardi (Zamárdi-Rétiföldek,

grobovi 455 i 456). Iako sli~ni na{im nalazima,

ti okovi orme od pozla}enog bronzanog lima ipak

ne predstavqaju direktne analogije (sl. 9). U oba

slu~aja su uz skelete kowa bili prilo`eni i re-

fleksni lukovi i strelice, a u grobu 455a jo{ i

kopqe srodno na{em.46 Premda je samo oru`je opre-

delila u „avarski tip”, Eva Garam je ocenila da dva

groba, prema na~inu sahrane i obliku komada orme,

imaju germanske karakteristike.47 Jednostavniji

krstasti okovi kowske orme poznati su kako iz ger-

manskog48 tako i iz avarskog konteksta, gde se isti-

~u nalazi matrica iz Fenlaka (Felnac) i ~uvenog

groba u Kunsentmartonu (Kunszentmárton-Habranyi-

telep, grob 1).49
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45 P. Tomka, Innere Migranten an einer Straßenkreuzung – Regionsfremde in der Kleinen Tiefebene, im: Kulturwandel in Mitteleuropa,
Langobarden – Awaren – Slawen, Akten der Internationalen Tagung in Bonn vom 25. bis 28. Februar 2008, Hrsg. J. Bemmann,
M. Schmauder, Bonn 2008, Abb. 6. 

46 E. Bárdos, É. Garam, Das awarenzeitliche Gräberfeld in Zámardi-Rétiföldek, Teil I, Budapest 2009, 67, Taf. 51/25, 52/9–16, 54/54–56.
47 É. Garam, Das awarenzeitliche Gräberfeld in Zámardi-Rétiföldek, Teil III, Budapest 2018, 83, 214.
48 E.g. V. Hilberg, La nécropole de Griesheim, Productions locales et échanges interrégionaux d’une communauté rurale en Austrasie

orientale, dans: De l’Âge du fer au haut Moyen Âge, Archéologie funéraire, princes et élites guerrières, Actes des tables rondes
Longroy I (1er et 2 septembre 1998), Longroy II (24 et 25 août 1999), dir. X. Delestere, M. Kazanski, P. Périn, Saint-Germain-
en-Laye 2006, 208, fig. 6/2. 

49 Zs. Rácz, Die Goldschmiedegräber der Awarenzeit, Mainz 2014, 72–76, Taf. 14/3, 47/1.

Sl. 9. Okovi orme iz grobova 455/b i 456/b sa nekropole Zamardi 

(bez razmere, prema: E. Bárdos, É. Garam, Das awarenzeitliche Gräberfeld, Taf. 52/9–16, 54/54–56) 

Fig. 9. Horse-harness fittings from graves 455/b and 456/b at Zámardi-Rétiföldek 

(no scale, after: E. Bárdos, É. Garam, Das awarenzeitliche Gräberfeld, Taf. 52/9–16, 54/54–56)



Imaju}i u vidu sve navedeno, grob kowa sa ne-

kropole Pe}ine mo`emo dosta pouzdano protuma-

~iti kao pozni odraz prisustva Germana u Vimina-

cijumu, na kraju 6. i u ranom 7. stole}u. Naj{ire

gledano, pripada fazi C3 tamo{wih germanskih

pokopa koja je trajala tokom posledwe tre}ine 6. i

prve polovine 7. veka.50 Dok su novcem datovani

arheolo{ki konteksti na Svetiwi – kombinacija

germanskih nalaza s kraja 6. veka, oru`ja i mno{tvo

amfora51 – i sahrane naoru`anih ratnika u Vimi-

nacijumu re~ite po pitawu dru{tvenog statusa ove

najamni~ke populacije i wihove uloge u distribu-

ciji presti`nih dobara iz federatske anone,52 opi-

sani grob kowa svedo~i o zadr`avawu specifi~-

nih germanskih funerarnih obi~aja do vremena

samog kraha ranovizantijske dunavske granice, tj.

do oko 615. godine.53 Pozno datovawe groba kowa,

koje pru`a nalaz kopqa, ote`ava pripisivawe te

sahrane Herulima, kako se u novije vreme uobi~aje-

no tuma~e federatski grobovi na istoku Srema i u

srpskom Podunavqu. Takvo odre|ewe pre svega va-

`i za sahrane iz vremena cara Justinijana,54 jer sa

dolaskom Avara na pozornicu najva`nijih isto-

rijskih doga|aja u ovom delu Evrope, godine 567,

Heruli nestaju iz pisanih izvora.55

Samo kopqe bi, za sada, najpre moglo da se po-

ve`e s germanskim nalazima tipa Szent-Endre. Za

obnavqawe rasprave o eventualnom romejskom iz-

voru kopaqa oblika trske vaqalo bi sa~ekati nove

nalaze nalik na oru`je iz Viminacijuma, i to pre

svega iz naseobinskog konteksta, poput ostave iz

Asenovgrada. Kopqa iz grobova naoru`anih pokoj-

nika unutar Carstva, koji su nedavno pripisani

Romejima, ne pripadaju ovom tipu.56

Ispostavqa se da, osim na nekropolama Burdeq,

Vi{e grobaqa i Lanci (Viminacium I–III),57 grobo-

ve iz seobe naroda mo`emo da o~ekujemo i na neo-

bjavqenom grobqu Pe}ine, koje }e stoga u budu}no-

sti mo`da dobiti dodatnu oznaku – Viminacium IV.

U skorije vreme obnovqena su za{titna istra`iva-

wa na prostoru ove nekropole. Tokom dveju kampa-

wa istra`eno je jo{ oko 300 grobova, tako da ih je

do sada ukupno dokumentovano, prema posledwim

objavqenim podacima, oko 7150. Iako se velika ve-

}ina grobova datuje od 1. do 4. veka,58 grob kowa ne

predstavqa jedinu poznu sahranu na ovoj nekropoli.

U februaru 2019. godine obznawen je najnoviji na-

laz groba germanskog ratnika, opremqenog spatom

i kopqem,59 sli~an ostalim najamni~kim pokopi-

ma sa nekropola Viminacijuma. 
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50 V. Ivani{evi}, M. Kazanski, A. Mastykova, Les nécropoles de Viminacium, 122.
51 M. Popovi}, Svetiwa; V. Ivani{evi}, Katalog novca sa lokaliteta Svetiwa u Kostolcu, Starinar XXXVIII/1987 (1988)

59, 62.
52 I. Bugarski, V. Ivani{evi}, Sixth-Century Foederati, 320–321.
53 Up. F. Bari{i}, Car Foka (602–610) i podunavski Avaro-Sloveni, Zbornik radova Vizantolo{kog instituta IV (1956) 1–14;

V. Popovi}, Les témoins archéologiques des invasions avaro-slaves dans l’Illyricum byzantin, Mélanges de l’École française de Rome,
Antiquité 87 (1975) 489–490; Idem, La descente des Koutrigours, des Slaves et des Avars vers la mer Egée: le témoignage de l’arché-
ologie, Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, Comptes rendus 122 (1978) 626–631; I. Bugarski, On the Jánoshida Type Ear-
rings and the Seventh Century Byzantine Finds from the Western Balkans, with a Retrospective View of the Vajska (Vajszka) Ceme-
tery, in: Thesaurus avarorum. Archaeological Studies in Honour of Éva Garam, ed. T. Vida, Budapest 2012, 242–245.

54 V. Ivani{evi~, M. Kazanskié, Gerulû Þstiniana v Severnom Illirikume i ih arheologi~eskie sledû, Stratum plus 5 (2010)
147–157; I. Bugarski, V. Ivani{evi}, Migration Period finds from Margum: a possible interpretation, A nyíregyházi Jósa András
Múzeum Évkönyve LV (2013) 467–483; Eidem, Sixth-Century Foederati, 308–320. 

55 A. Schwarcz, Die Heruler an der Donau, im: Sprache als System und Prozess. Festschrift für Günter Lipold zum 60. Geburtstag,
Hrsg. Ch. M. Pabst, Wien 2005, 512.

56 Cf. S. Petkovi}, I. Bugarski, N. Miladinovi}-Radmilovi}, A Non-Wandering Soldier’s Grave?, 141–145, sa literaturom.

57 V. Ivani{evi}, M. Kazanski, A. Mastykova, Les nécropoles de Viminacium.
58 M. Jovi~i}, I. Dankovi}, M. Miti}, Za{titna arheolo{ka iskopavanja kasnoanti~ke nekropole na lokalitetu Pe}ine (Viminacijum) 2015.

godine, u: Arheologija u Srbiji. Projekti Arheolo{kog instituta u 2015. godini, ur. I. Bugarski, N. Gavrilovi} Vitas, V. Filipovi}, Beo-
grad 2017, 57–61; S. Red`i}, M. Jovi~i}, N. Mr|i}, D. Rogi}, Za{titna arheolo{ka istra`ivanja na lokalitetu Pe}ine (Viminacijum)
2016. godine, u: Arheologija u Srbiji. Projekti Arheolo{kog instituta u 2016. godini, ur. I. Bugarski, N. Gavrilovi} Vitas, V. Fili-
povi}, Beograd 2018, 57–61.

59 https://www.nationalgeographic.rs/vesti/13281-veliko-otkrice-u-viminacijumu-pronadjen-grob-pripadnika-gepida-foto.html:
pristupqeno 7. 1. 2020.



Napomena

Rad na izradi ~lanka otpo~eo je u okviru projekta

„Procesi urbanizacije i razvoja sredwovekovnog

dru{tva” Ministarstva prosvete, nauke i tehno-

lo{kog razvoja Republike Srbije (br. 177021). Sa

zahvalno{}u napomiwem da mi je nalaze i deo doku-

mentacije pokazala Dragana Spasi}-\uri} iz Na-

rodnog muzeja u Po`arevcu, dok su mi uvid u preo-

stalu dokumentaciju obezbedile kolege iz Arheolo-

{kog instituta, Sne`ana Golubovi}, Bebina Mi-

lovanovi} i Qubomir Jevtovi}. Detaqnije podat-

ke o novootkrivenom germanskom grobu na nekropoli

Pe}ine pru`io mi je kolega Ivan Bogdanovi}, dok

sam o nalazu kopqa diskutovao sa Gergeqom ^ikijem

iz Arheolo{kog instituta Ma|arske akademije

nauka u Budimpe{ti. 
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The article discusses the spearhead from the horse grave
at the Pe}ine cemetery in Viminacium. The horse has been
dug above a Roman grave, as well as a dog next to it. This
burial can be dated by the spearhead find to the end of
the 6th and the first third of the 7th century; given the
historical circumstances and the collapse of the Danube
limes, the upper limit of this time-span may be established
around the year 615. The origin of such weapons is a long-
discussed topic; the fact that it is the first spearhead of this
type from Byzantine Balkan possessions to be published
underlines the importance of the Viminacium find. 

As was often the case with other classes of weapons,
similar types of spearheads were used by different early
medieval armies. The Viminacium find resembles in shape
the Early Avar spearheads of the P.I.A type by Gergely
Csiky, often found in horse and horsemen’s graves and
hence regarded as Avar cavalry weapons. A total of 21

such finds from the Carpathian Basin had been seen as
Inner Asian or Byzantine in origin by Éva Garam and
Uta von Freeden, respectively, while Csiky has success-
fully proved their local provenance. Far more numerous
parallels come from the Germanic mileu (85), attributed
to the Szent-Endre type by Ursula Koch. Although simi-
lar in shape, they are different from the P.I.A spearheads
in many aspects. 

The Viminacium find is 32 cm long, its blade alone
measuring 18 cm; its socket bears two inlaid copper-alloy
rings. Besides being longer than the P.I.A spearheads, it
does not sport a connecting chap, their distinct typological
feature. On the other hand, the spearhead from Vimina-

cium shares more similarities with Germanic blades of
the Szent-Endre type. Although frequently described as
nomadic or Avar, the archaeological context itself – a
horse (and dog) burial – can be regarded as of Germanic
origin. Silver horse-harness fittings from this grave – some
of them presumably cross-shaped – find parallels at
Zámardi-Rétiföldek, although not very close, while grave
278 at the Bratei 3 cemetery, containing matching snaffle
bits and a spearhead, represents the most similar context.
Such snaffle bits, with broad cheek-pieces, are known
from both Germanic and Byzantine milieus.

Among the thousands of burials at Viminacium,
there are no Avar graves. On the other hand, Germanic
presence is well attested in both the cemeteries around the
former Roman capital and the nearby Svetinja fortress,
presumably the site of 6th-century Viminakion. Some of
these graves yielded weapons, as did Svetinja, mostly of
Germanic make. Therefore one cannot claim that the
spearhead from the Pe}ine cemetery was an Early Byzan-
tine product. Given the Roman funerary practices, such
an interpretation could only be corroborated by any pre-
sently lacking finds from the settlements. For the time
being, the horse grave from Viminacium can be seen as
a late reflection of Germanic rites, which appear to have
persisted until the very end of the Byzantine rule over
these parts. The collapse of the Danube limes terminated
the engagement of the foederati, which is clearly attested
in the archaeological record.

Translated by the author

Ivan Bugarski

Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade 
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